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The lockdown to contain the coronavirus outbreak has

disrupted supply chains. One crucial chain is delivery of
information and insight — news and analysis that is fair and
accurate and reliably reported from across a
nation in quarantine.
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PEARL KILLING:
OMAR SHEIKH LIKELY
TO BE FREED TODAY

ONE IN 85 TEST
POSITIVE FOR COVID
IN ENGLAND AS
CASES SPIKE

PAGE 15

Apni Party
scuttles PAGD
chance to
claim DDC

in Shopian

NAVEED IQBAL
SRINAGAR, DECEMBER 25

OVER THE LAST two days, the
Altaf Bukhari-led JK Apni Party
has claimed that three candi-
dates — one Independent and
one each from the National
Conference and the People’s
Democratic Party — who won
the District Development
Council elections from con-
stituencies in Shopian, have
joined its ranks.

With this, the JK Apni Party’s
tally in the Shopian DDCwillreach
five, but it will still be some dis-
tance from crossing the majority
mark in the 14-member strong
council. Originally, Apni Party can-
didates had won from only two
constituencies in Shopian district
—Kanjiullar and Keller IL.

The People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) can-
didates won seven seats
(National Conference - 3 and
PDP-4). With the support of the
lone winning candidate from
Congress, Nigeena Akhter from
Chitragam, it could have taken
the council. But since the anti-
defection laws do not apply to
the winning candidates of the
DDCs, the PAGD does not have
any recourse when its winning
candidates shift allegiance.

By taking NC and PDP candi-
dates, Apni Party has scuttled
PAGD’s chances of taking control
of the Shopian DDC. If the re-
maining three more
Independent candidates also
join the Apni Party, Bukhari
would be able to stake claim to
the Shopian DDC.

While the Apni Party has
taken winning candidates in
Shopian from other parties, the
National Conference has said its
own Shopian district president
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RELEASES PM-KISAN TRANCHE TO OVER 9 CRORE FARMERS

Protests an Opposition ploy, sa

ys PM,

signals no yield on demand for repeal

Targets Mamata for denying PM-Kisan,
asks why no stir for APMCin Kerala

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
&RAVISHTIWARI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

A MONTH into the farmers'
protests at the capital’s borders,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
effectively drew a line on Friday
re-affirming his endorsement of
the three laws and blaming his
political opponents for what he
said was their bid to “mislead”
farmers.

His remarks mark his
strongest public assertion
against the demand that the
laws be repealed. By framing it
asan event attended by virtually
the entire Council of Ministers,
the Prime Minister indicated his
resolve to use his political capi-
tal to push these laws.

No blink
likeon
@ landlaws

UNLIKE CLIMBDOWN on
the land ordinance, PM
has put his foot down on
the farm laws. This even
as talks are on with
unions on the new
labour codes. By target-
ing the Opposition, the
PM has also dared them
to wage a political battle
against these laws.

Slamming the Opposition for
what he called its “dogali” (dou-
blespeak) policy over the new

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi with Leader of Opposition Ghulam Nabi
Azad at a function to mark former PM A B Vajpayee’s birth
anniversary, in the Central Hall of Parliament on Friday. P11

Experiment
with laws
for a year or
two, change
if needed:
Rajnath

DIPANKAR GHOSE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

BACKING THE Prime Minister’s
message to farmers on the new
farm laws, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh struck a conciliatory
tone Friday when he asked farm-
ersto“experiment” with the new
laws for “one-two years” before
seeking any

Farmers respond: It’s clear Govt will not back
down, we are prepared for the long haul

AAP MPs protest in the Central Hall of Parliament, Friday. P11

RAAKHIJAGGA
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 25

RESPONDING TO the Prime
Minister’s speech Friday, farmer
unions, protesting against the
new farm laws, warned of a
“long struggle”, saying it was ev-
ident that the government
seemed to be in no mood to back
down on the laws.

Jagmohan Singh, general sec-
retary of BKU (Dakaunda) and
working committee member of
the All India Kisan Sangharsh

Coordination Committee
(AIKSCC), said the Prime
Minister's speech showed that
the government was not going
torepeal the laws.

“But we will not leave (the
borders of Delhi)till these are re-
pealed. Our fight is against the
undemocratic ways... first, they
make laws without consultation,
later they say these are for our
good... then make amendments
and say the laws cannot be taken
back. But why did you make such
laws in the first place?” he said.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

change, while
Home Minister
Amit Shahsaid
the govern-
ment had an
“open mind”
on any clause
that farmers

‘Painful to felt was not in

seefarmers theirinterest.

protesting’ Singh said
he spoke to
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi two days ago,
and he had emphasised the need
to continue talks with farmers.
He said it was “painful” to see
farmers protesting.
Addressing arally in Dwarka,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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AS ROLLOUT OF COVID-19 VACCINE NEARS

Dry run planned in

four states:

focus on

delivery, cold chain,
adverse event watch

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

FOR TWO days at the beginning
of next week, India will hold a
dry run for the largest and most
ambitious mass immunisation
programme in its history.

The dummy vaccination exer-
cise will be carried out in two dis-
tricts each of four states at the four
corners of the nation — Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat, Punjab, and
Assam —on December 28 and 29.

With several countries
around the world having already
begun vaccination against the
novel coronavirus, India could be
just days away from granting
regulatory approval for the shot.
The inoculation exercise is ex-
pected to begin soon after. With
over 10 million total infections,

Indiais the world's second worst
affected country, even though
daily case numbers have been
falling consistently over the past
three months.

The dry run will proceed
through four key steps, which
will be monitored closely by the
central government:

M Each district will receive
the dummy vaccine for 100 ben-
eficiaries from the nearest depot;

B Temperature will be
tracked through the vaccine's
journey from the depot to the
vaccination site;

B An SMS will be sent in ad-
vance to the beneficiaries with
the name of the vaccinator, and
the time of the vaccination;

M Each beneficiary will be
made to sit for 30 minutes after
being administered the shot;

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AAI seeks 2.5 acres
in Pune; airports and

airlines prepare to be
hubs for distribution

PRANAV MUKUL
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

THE AIRPORTS Authority of India
(AAI) is close to finalising an
arrangement with the Indian Air
Force to receive 2.5 acres of land
adjacent to Pune airport, to be
utilised for the transport of vac-
cines from the facilities of vac-
cine manufacturer Serum
Institute of India nearby.

“The transfer of the land,
whichis currently owned by the
IAF, to Pune airport has been a
longstanding demand of the AAL
They have asked for a land ex-
change, and AAl has finalised the
plan for this,” a senior govern-
ment official said.

“The airport management is
also constantly in discussions
with Serum Institute to under-

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

Himachal’s ‘love

jihad’ law has intent
clause, which HC

had st

GAGAN

& APURVAVISHWANATH
SHIMLA,NEW DELHI,
DECEMBER25

WHILE THE BJP government in
Himachal Pradesh brought into
force alaw last week requiring a
person to give prior notice to au-
thorities for converting to an-
other religion and outlawing
conversions solely for marriage,
in2012, the state High Court had
struck down similar provisions
in an older version brought by
the then Congress government
as unconstitutional and violative
of fundamental rights.

Several provisions in the
Himachal Pradesh Freedom of
Religion Act, 2019, have been
emulated almost word to word
by Uttar Pradesh in the anti-con-
version law that it passed last
month, and which is being
looked upon as an example by
other BJP-ruled states.

Tuck down

Himachal
Pradesh
Chief
Minister Jai
Ram Thakur

Section 7 of the Himachal Act
requires an individual to submit
a “declaration” of intention to
convert freely and without coer-
cion from one religion to the
other, to the District Magistrate.
The provision also requires the
priest or religious figure presid-
ing over the conversion to give a
month’s notice to the DM.

On August 30, 2012, a two-
judge Bench of the High Court
had struck down the Himachal
Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act,
2006, passed during the then
Congress regime, that had con-
tained the exact same provision,
holding it “ultra vires the
Constitution of India”. Neither

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

MP Govt debates its

version of

law today,

includes alimony

IRAM SIDDIQUE
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 25

ENSURING ALIMONY or mainte-
nance for women forced into
marriage for the purpose of reli-
gious conversion and a provision
to declare such marriages null
and void are some of the clauses
that will be part of the Madhya
Pradesh Freedom to Religion Bill,
2020, which is all set to be dis-
cussed in a special Cabinet ses-
sion on Saturday, ahead of being
put up in the upcoming three-
day winter session that will start
on December 28.

Once passed by the Assembly,

Madhya
Pradesh CM
Shivraj
Singh
Chouhan

worked inlight of the experience
of the past 50 years in the state
regarding forced conversions,
with improved definitions and
higher penalties to prohibit such
crimes, particularly forced reli-
gious conversions on the pretext
of marriage.

Under the new Bill, forced
conversions would draw a min-
imum jail term of five years, go-

The Serum Institute of India
in Pune. Express file

stand the requirements, because
asignificant amount of freight is
expected to go out from Pune,”
the official said.

Pune-based Serum, the
world's largest maker of vaccines
by number of doses, has been li-
censed by Oxford-AstraZenecato
test, manufacture, and distribute
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ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI,DECEMBER 25

ARYA RAJENDRAN, 21 and a sec-
ond year B.Sc Maths student,
could be the country's youngest
mayor ever. The daughter of an
electrician, whose entire family
are supporters of the CPM, Aryais
to be named by the party as head
of the Thiruvananthapuram City
Corporation, after the LDF won 51
ofits 100 wards in the recent polls.

Arya, who studies at the all-
women All Saints College, won
from Mudavanmukal ward.

"Qurs is a party family," says fa-
ther K M Rajendran, explaining
Arya's interest in politics.
Rajendran, wife Sreelatha, an LIC
agent, and son Aravind, who did
automobile engineering and
works in the Middle East now,
are CPM members too.

The 21-year-old first became
associated with the party when
she joined its children's collec-
tive Baalasangham as early as
Class 5. "Later, | became the dis-
trict president, and have been
state chief of the Baalasangham
for the past two years. Due to my
active role in the Baalasangham,
[ was taken into the Students'
Federation of India (CPM stu-
dents' wing) and [ am part of its
state committee,” Arya says, at-

Arya Rajendran. Facebook

tributing the CPM's decision to
choose her as mayor — a formal
announcement is expected on
Saturday — to this close, old
association.

Half of the seats in Kerala's lo-

°M since Class 5, 21-year-old is

set to be Thiruvananthapuram mayor

cal bodies are reserved for
women, while top elected posts
are kept aside for women for al-
ternate terms. The last mayor be-
ing popular leader V K Prasanth,
it was the turn of a woman to
hold the post. The two women
leaders the CPM had projected
as mayor candidates both lost
the election.

Despite being active in poli-
tics for years, Arya had to keep
her academiclife apart. Both her
college and the school she stud-
ied in, Carmel Girls' Higher
Secondary School, are Church-
run institutions that don't look
favourably on campus politics.
Arya expects she won't be able
to attend classes regularly once
she takes up her new assign-

ment. “But all my teachers and
friends are really helpful. I will
figure out a way to continue my
studies as well,” she says.

The family, that lives in a
small house in
Thiruvananthapuram paying a
rent of Rs 6,000 per month,
never discouraged her participa-
tion in politics, including exten-
sive travel across Kerala. “I have
visited almost all the districts in
the state. But my only travel out-
side Kerala has been to Mumbai,
arranged by my mother's office.
Idon't remember much asIwas
inClass 6 then,” Arya says. [t was
due to the family's financial pres-
sures that her elder brother mi-
grated for work, she adds.
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THEMEANING the new law will replace theex-  ing up to life imprisonment, in
OF MERIT isting MP Dharma Swatantrya  case the person converted is a
BY PRATAP BHANU MEHTA Adhiniyam, 1968, law. The BJP  minor or froma Scheduled Caste
PAGE 10 governmentargues thatthe1968  or Scheduled Tribe, and three
law is outdated and is being re- CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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As curtains fall on this tumultuous year, 2020 was replete with weather-related destruction, relentless
hurricanes, and became well known as the second hottest year ever recorded yet.
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Power doesn’t
come
ataprice

THE LONG WALK OF
MIGRANT WORKERS

We look at the migrant
exodus triggered by the
sudden lockdown

results mean for
the people of J&K

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

Decoding what the DDC poll results, what
they mean for the people in the region, and
what they signal about the future of

politics in J&K.
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SHOPIAN DDC

PDP 4
NC 3
INC 1
Independents | 4
Apni Party 2

DDC polls

has been detained since the re-
sults were declared. “District
President Shopian Showkat
Ahmed Genaie is under deten-
tion for three days now; the
grounds of detention have not
been made known by the ad-
ministration as yet,” the party
said in a statement, demanding
his immediate release.

On Friday, Apni Party
claimed that Yasmeena Jan, a
DDC member from Imam Sahib-
[ seat in Shopian, has joined the
JKAP. Jan had won the seat on a
National Conference ticket.

Reacting sharply to the Apni
Party’s move, former Chief
Minister and NC Vice-President
Omar Abdullah said in a tweet,
“This explains why our leaders
inShopian district are being put
under ‘preventive arrest’ by the
police. J&K police & the adminis-
tration are facilitating horse
trading & defections. The
woman shown here joining the
BJP’s B-team contested & won
elections on a NC mandate.”

Omar Abdullah also took on
the administration for “playing
partisan politics”. These parties
couldn’t win seats and so “now
they are using money/ muscle/
threats & government coercion to
make up the numbers. So much
for ‘democracy haswon’!” he said.

A day before, the Apni Party
had said that two victorious can-
didates Fazal-Din Deedad and
Abdul Rashid Lone who also won
the Shopian DDC had joined the
party. Deedad was anindepend-
ent candidate who contested the
Keller 1 seatin Shopian,and Lone
had won on a PDP ticket.

Rajnath Singh
Singh said there was marked
improvement in MSP-based
procurement under the NDA as
against the UPA tenure.

“But even then, we are being
doubted. Misconceptions are
being raised. I want to tell my
brothers and sisters, sitting on
dharna for a long time, that it
causes us pain. They may be sit-
ting on dharna, but they are
farmers. They have been born
from a farmer mother’s womb.
In our minds, we have alot of re-
spect for them. As the son of a
farmer, I want to say, we will not
do anything that harms the
rights of farmers,” he said.

“Ek baar iss Act ko laagu toh
honedijiye. Saal-do saal, aap exper-
iment karke toh dekhiye iss Act ke

anusar. Yadi aapko lage ki yeh
kisanon ke liye labhkaari Act nahin
hai, toh mein daave ke saath keh
sakta hoon, jaisa mein Pradhan
Mantriji kiniyat ko jaanta hoon, be-
henon bhaiyon, ismei jo bhi san-
shodhan avashyak hoga, saarasan-
shodhan karne ke liye hum poori
tarah se taiyyar rahenge,” he said.

(“Let this Act be implemented
once. For one-two years, experi-
mentaccordingtothis Actand see.
If you think this is not a profitable
Actfor farmers, I can say with cer-
tainty, knowing the Prime Mini-
ster’s intentions, whatever am-
endments are necessary, we will
be ready to do themall.”)

Inthe multiple rounds of talks
sofar, the government, he said, has
been ready to make any amend-
ment that the farmers want. He
urged farmers to come to the table
for more talks with the govern-
ment,and said they can bring agri-
culture expertsif they so wish.

“It was first said that the
farmer will be destroyed, so
some amendments should be
made. Seven rounds of talks have
happened. Whatever the farm-
ers said, those amendments too
our government is ready to
make. What we too say is that
the solution to the problem can
be through talks... I was talking
to the Prime Minister two days
ago, and he said that at no point
should dialogue be stopped with
farmers. The sequence of talks
should continue with our farmer
brothers,” he said.

Shah attacked the
Opposition for spreading “mis-
conceptions” on the farm laws.
He said the NDA government
had done more for farmers dur-
ing its tenure.

“Rahul Gandhi, who talks of
farmer welfare, whenitwas your
government... when you were
Agriculture Minister, Sharad
Pawar, in 2013-14, how much was
the budget for farmers? There
was a Congress government of
Sonia-Manmohan, then the
farmer budget was 21,900 crore.
Only 21,900 crore. In the last
budget, Modiji took it from 21,900
crore to 134,399 crore. And they
are asking for our account? Ulta
chor kotwal ko daante?” Shah said.

He said “MSP was there, is
there and will be there forever”,
and that the UPA had no right to
talk about it.

“For years, farmers wanted
that the MSP level should be
one-and-a-half times the ex-
penditure on crop. Please tell me
if that was ademand or not? For
70 years, nobody fulfilled this
demand. Narendra Modi, be-
tween 2014 and 2019, made the
MSP one-and-a-half times the
cost of the crop, and gave the
farmers big relief.”

Vaccination run

if an adverse event occurs, its
management will be tracked
through the central server.

“A total 2,360 participants
have been put through the

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-Tendering Tender Notice NO.29/2020
Divisional Railway Manager(Engg.)
N.E. Railway, Izatnagar for and behalf of
President of India invites "Open"
e-tender through on Line (E-Tendering)
for the following work.

(1) Description of work : Licensing of
management and control over the
Railway land for realisation of Tehbazari
due in the Railway land at new mode
model Railway colony Izatnagar for(One
year 2020-21). Approx Value () :
24,45,300.00, Earnest Money (F) :
2,44,600.00, Cost Of Tender
Forms:Rs.3000/-, Completion
time/period from the date of issue of
acceptance letter 12 Month.

(2) Description of work : Provision of
AMC for one year of GPS Tracking
device in IZN division. . Approx Value
®) : 8,72,197.00, Earnest Money (%) :
17,500.00, Cost Of Tender
Forms:Rs.2000/- Completion
time/period from the date of issue of
acceptance letter 12 Month.

® On line e-tender can be submitted
upto 15:00 hrs. of dated 19.01.2021
® For full details and submission of bid
please see the Indian Railways IREPS
website www.ireps.gov.in.

Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.),
CPRO/W-184 N.E. Railway, Izatnagar
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national-level training of
trainers, which includes cold
chainand immunisation offi-
cers. Since people have al-
ready been trained, we want
to know before the actual roll-
out [of the vaccination pro-
gramme] how effective this
training has been. We have
chosen one state each from
the north, south, east and
west, and the states will de-
cide the two districts. The dry
run will be monitored by the
Centre,” a senior government
official who is part of the team
that will monitor the dry run,
told The Indian Express.

The dryrunisintended to
test the country's flagship
vaccine delivery IT platform,
Co-Win, at every stage,
sources said.

“After states identify their
two districts, the first step will
be for them to schedule five
vaccination sessions in five
different locations. The loca-
tions will be primary health
centres, community health
centres, or a district hospital”

farm laws, Modi said the gov-
ernment is ready to hold talks in
the interest of farmers, but it will
be on “issues, logic and facts”.

“...I humbly say to even
those people who are opposing
us fiercely, I say with humility,
our government is ready to talk
tothemin the interest of farm-
ers, but the talks will be on is-
sues, logic and facts,” Modi said
after releasing the scheduled Rs
18,000-crore tranche to over 9
crore farmers under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme.

TMC leader and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee - Assembly elections
in the state are due next year -
found particular mention for
criticism in his speech.

He asked why those oppos-
ing farm laws do not speak
about the interest of farmersin
West Bengal, a state that has
not implemented the PM-
KISAN.

“Today, the political parties,
which have been voted out by
the people, are doing events
and event management so that
someone can take a selfie, get
photos printed, and appear on
TV so that their politics can
continue. These have been ex-
posed in front of the country.
Why do they not speak of in-
terests of farmers of West
Bengal? They are engaged here
to harass the citizens of Delhi
and are ruining the country's
economy. That tooin the name

Gurnam Singh Chaduni,
president of BKU (Haryana),
echoed Jagmohan Singh:
“Time and again, they asked
us for our proposals. But they
are yet to give us any concrete
proposal. Had their intentions
been good, they would not
have made these laws. Now
what is the point of talking of

of farmers,” Modi said.

Over 23 lakh farmers of
West Bengal, he said, applied
online to take advantage of this
scheme, but the state govern-
ment stopped the verification
process.

Referring to the Opposition
charge that APMC mandis
would be weakened with the
implementation of the
Farmers' Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, he said, “You
must have heard, they are talk-
ing about mandis and APMCs.
Kerala has no APMC, no
mandi... they organise pro-
grammes to seek attention, so
they should start APMCs in
Kerala by organising agitations
there. You have time to mislead
the farmers of Punjab, but if
this system is good, then why
isitnot there in Kerala?”

“Why do you adopt a dogali
(doublespeak) policy? What
kind of politics are they doing
in which there is no logic, no
facts? Make false accusations
and spread rumours to scare
our farmers. Sometimes, naive
farmers get misled by you,” the
Prime Minister said.

“These people are not will-
ing to accept any scale and pa-
rameters of democracy. They
only see their benefits, their
selfishness. Those who are
playing the game by taking
their flags in the name of farm-
ers, will now have to listen to
the truth... they cannot es-

amendments. We will not
budge until we win.”

P Krishna Prasad, working
committee member of
AIKSCC and a former Kerala
MLA, said: “PM stands iso-
lated from his allies who are
in support of farmers. Our
struggle is for a policy, not for
any fund. So we are ready for

Protests an Opp ploy, says PM, signals no repeal

cape. They have the right todo
politics in democracy. Do not
play with the lives of innocent
farmers, do not play with their
future and do not mislead
them,” he said.

Urging farmers “not to be
misled” and “not accept the lies
of anyone”, he asked them to
think only on the basis of “logic
and facts”. He listed the
schemes initiated by his gov-
ernment for the welfare of
farmers.

At the programme, organ-
ised on the occasion of the
birth anniversary of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Modi also interacted
with six farmers from six states
and asked them to share their
experiences of contract farm-
ing, government schemes and
otherissues.

When Gagan Pering, a
farmer from Lower Dibang
Valley district in Arunachal
Pradesh, said he had formed a
farmer produce organisation
for the production of ginger,
and had entered into an agree-
ment with a private company,
the Prime Minister asked him,
“Does the company that buy
ginger from you, procure only
ginger or it takes away your
land?” To this, Pering said, “The
agreement is only for purchase
of produce, not for land. The
land is owned by us, and it will
remain ours.”

Modi told him: “You are sit-
ting in a remote area of
Arunachal Pradesh and you

Farmers respond: It’s clear Govt will not back down

the long haul.”

Jhanda Singh Jethuke, sen-
ior vice president of BKU
(Ugrahan), said the Prime
Minister was “contradicting”
his Agriculture Minister. “On
December 5, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar congratulated us for
holding the protest in a peace-

have trust that your land is safe,
but some people are spreading
misconceptions thatif youen-
ter into an agreement of your
produce, then you will lose
your land too.” This was a refer-
ence to Opposition allegations
against the Farmers
(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act.

Clearly, the PM’s message
Friday stands in contrast to the
Centre’s climbdown on the
land acquisition ordinance in
2015 in the face of milder
protests.

The signal that the
Government will not yield on
the repeal demand comes
against the backdrop of ongo-
ing negotiations with trade
unions on draft rules under the
four labour codes recently
brought by the government.

Justas hedid with the CAA,
the Prime Minister mocked the
Opposition over its electoral
debacle accusing it of instigat-
ing the protests to push their
political agenda.

This playbook, that tries to
delegitimise protests and at-
tribute to them an agenda, is-
n't new for this Government.
That the BJP let its longtime
ally, the Akali Dal, walk away
from the NDA over this and ap-
pears unfazed over the pres-
sure on its state government in
Haryana reinforces its political
resolve on the farm laws.

ful manner, and for not being
under the influence of any po-
litical party. Now the PM is
saying that farmers are being
misguided by political parties
who are doing event manage-
ment here in their name. So
who do we trust? It seems we
are in for a long struggle. We
are ready forit.”

the senior official said.

“Next, they (the states) will
create a session using the Co-
Win digital platform, and in-
clude 100 people in that session.
A five-member vaccination
team will be constituted.”

Inthe third step, “100 people
will receive an SMS generated by
the IT platform that will convey
that vaccinator X will be vacci-
nating you on [say] December 29
at[acertain| sub-centre between
Y and Z time,” the official said.

The next step during the dry
run will be related to the main-
tenance and tracking of the cold
chain using the IT platform,
sources said. Several Covid-19
vaccines will be temperature
sensitive — and once the vacci-
nation programme is rolled out,
the country's cold chain system
of 85,634 pieces of equipment at
28,947 cold chain points will be
used to store the vaccine.

“A team will be dispatched
to the vaccination centre. The
cold chain will be operational si-
multaneously. The district will
inform whether it will get its
vaccine from the nearest state
depot or the Government
Medical Store Depot (GMSD).
There are four GMSDs run by the
Union government, and 27 state
consignee points,” sources said.

According to the sources,
“The district will inform from
which location the vaccine has
to be received, where it is being
taken, and details of the cold
chain temperature up to the vac-
cination site.”

The sources, however,
pointed out that while every
state will have a consignee point
innext week's dry run, when the
actual vaccine administration
programme is rolled out, some
states will receive their consign-

ments from others.

“Notall states have a state con-
signee point. For example,
Nagaland, which does not have a
state consignee point for receiv-
ing the vaccine, will get it from the
nearest state,” the sources said.

On the critical aspect of vac-
cine administration and adverse
event reporting, the sources
said: “The vaccinators willdo the
dummy run with 100 persons.
Each person will wait for 30
minutes after getting vaccinated.
They (the vaccinators) will see
where the glitches are, if any.
They will also record adverse
events, if any, after the vaccina-
tion. Since Adverse Event
Following Immunization (AEFI)
is a critical aspect, the manage-
ment of the adverse event will
be tracked,” the sources said.

AAI seeks land

its vaccine against the novel
coronavirus in India.

As the country moves closer
to rolling out its Covid-19 vacci-
nation programme, airports and
logistics players are working to
ensure it happens seamlessly —
by expanding cold chain facilities
and setting up computerised
trucking slots for more efficient
redistribution from airports.
Officials said they believed vac-
cination could begin next month.

While Pune will be one of the
hubs for the distribution of do-
mestically-manufactured vac-
cines, the bulk of the vaccine
consignment will be imported
through major international air-
ports including Delhi, Mumbai,
and Hyderabad. Delhi, the coun-
try's largest aiport, has launched
“Project Sanjivani” to equip
cargo terminals with special
cooling chambers. The airport
has the capacity to handle 54

lakh vials of the vaccine a day
with two complete rotations.

“The temperature-con-
trolled cargo facilities have the
capacity to handle over 1.5 lakh
tonnes of cargo per annum.
These facilities have state-of-
the-art temperature-controlled
zones with separate cool cham-
bers ranging from 25 degrees C
to minus 20 degrees C,” a Delhi
airport spokesperson said.

At the airport’s cargo termi-
nals, dedicated gates have been
assigned for fast movement of
vehicles into and out of the air-
port. The airport has also put in
place a truck slot management
system at its cargo terminals, and
cargo operators can pre-book the
arrival of trucks at the terminal.

On the air side, the airport
has been equipped with “cool
dollies”, which are container
systems used in air cargo for
temperature-sensitive goods.
They are primarily used to trans-
port goods from the aircraft to
the cargo terminal.

Preparations at Indian air-
ports are in line with those that
have been made at global air
transport hubs such as the air-
ports at Singapore, Dubai, Doha,
and Shenzhen, some of which
have already started receiving
vaccine shipments.

Turkish ground handling
company Celebi, which operates
acargo terminal at Delhi airport,
has created a separate lane for
movement of vaccine ship-
ments at the export-import
warehouse, and dedicated deliv-
ery and acceptance gates for im-
mediate handling. “Customers,
both airlines and freight for-
warders, are being sensitised to
send us their pre-alerts and
planning, to enable us to plan
and expedite movements ac-

cordingly,” Murali Rama-
chandran, CEO-India, Celebi
Aviation, told The Indian Express.

Airport and cargo operators
are also making preparations for
ad hoc freight arrivals.

“Celebi is working closely
with existing airline operators to
understand their specific require-
ments, and attracting a large
number of non-scheduled oper-
ators to bringinad hoc freighters
with Covid-19 vaccine in the near
future,” Ramachandran said.

A spokesperson  for
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
said the airport will offer flexi-
ble slot management for ad hoc
charter operations. Mumbai is
the country’s largest airport
gateway for pharmaceutical ex-
port-import movement.

“The existing infrastructure
at CSMIA enables the airport to
offer a continuous temperature
controlled movement and pro-
cessing of pharma goods
through the airport — an ele-
ment that would be vital for the
storage and transportation of
the Covid-19 vaccine,” the
spokesperson said.

Cold chain infrastructure is
being upgraded at smaller air-
ports too. “If the vaccines are
coming from abroad, they’ll
mainly come to international air-
ports from where they will be re-
distributed to other smaller
places, state capitals, etc. What-
ever cold chain infrastructure is
there, we are upgrading it,” AAI
chairman Arvind Singh said.

Hyderabad airport will be key
for the distribution of the Russian
Sputnik Vvaccine, whichisbeing
produced in India by Hyderabad-
based Dr Reddy’s Laboratories.
This airport too processes a large
volume of India’s pharmaceuti-

New Delhi

cal cargo given its proximity to
several manufacturing facilities.
The airport has a dedicated
Pharma Zone with temperature-
controlled facilities for cargo that
requires temperatures from mi-
nus 20 degrees Celsius to 25 de-
grees Celsius.

The airport has also ensured
that ramp exposure time of the
cargo is minimised, with the
freighter parking stands located
just 50 metres away from the
terminal.

Airlines — both global and
Indian — are also gearing up to
transport the vaccines. SpiceJet
has tied up with Hyderabad air-
port and logistics companies
Om Logistics and Snowman
Logistics, for end-to-end trans-
portation of vaccines. Globally,
cargo units of airlines including
Singapore Airlines and Emirates
have already begun transport-
ing Covid-19 vaccines. On
December 20, Singapore Airlines
delivered the first shipment of
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine to
Singapore on board one of its
Boeing 747-400 freighters.

Himachal law

the BJP Himachal government in
2012 nor the private parties who
intervened in the proceedings
had challenged the decision of
the High Court.

“Why should a human being
be asked to disclose what is his
religion?" "Why should a human
being be asked to inform the au-
thorities that he is changing his
belief?” — the Bench comprising
then Chief Justice of the High
Court Deepak Gupta and Justice
Rajiv Sharma had said.

The court had also cited the
fundamental right to privacy of
anindividual to strike down pro-
visions requiring prior notice to
the authorities for conversion,
even as it acknowledged that
several rulings in the Supreme
Court had upheld the validity of
anti-conversion laws as the
Constitution provides for “pub-
lic order” as ground for restrict-
ing freedom of religion.

Aviolation of the above provi-
sion under the new Himachallaw
canresult in a jail term of three
months toone year for the person
undergoing conversion and from
six months to two years for the
priest, respectively. The offence is
non-bailable as well as cognizable,
which means bail can be granted
only on the discretion of a magis-
trate and not as a matter of right,
and that the police can search or
arrestanindividualand launchan
investigation on their own with-
outawarrant from court.

Like the Uttar Pradesh
Prohibition of Unlawful Religious
Conversion Ordinance passed
last month, the 2019 Himachal
law specifically prohibits conver-
sion for marriage, evenif anindi-
vidual testifies to have done so
willingly, except when prior
sanction has been obtained.
Section 5 of the Himachal law
and Section 3 of the Uttar Pradesh
law which declare that “mar-
riages for the sole purpose of con-
version” will be null and void are
worded exactly the same.

The 2006 Himachal law had
been limited to forced religious
conversions and did not touch
upon conversions for marriage.

While borrowing provisions
such as “marriage for the sole
purpose of conversion”, the UP
law goes further than the
Himachal Act by shifting the
burden of proof regarding the
conversion from the converted
to his/her partner; prescribing
different jail terms depending
on gender; and legitimising the
intrusion of the State and third
parties in the choice of who an
individual wishes to marry.

Under Section 12 of the 2019
Himachal law, the burden of prov-
ing whether a religious conver-
sion had been done through mis-
representation, force, coercion,
undue influence, inducement or
any other fraudulent means or
“by marriage”, lies on the person
converting or those facilitating.

The UP law also prescribes
enquiry by a magistrate to give
sanction for a conversion
whereas the Himachal law only
requires submitting a notice.

The new Himachal Pradesh
anti-conversion law was prom-
ulgated in August last year, re-
pealing the 2006 Act. Under
Section 2 (]), it refers to conver-
sion as “purification sanskar
(purificationritual)",and defines
areligious priest for the pur-
poses of the law as a person per-
forming the conversion. The Act
was notified only last week.

The 2006 law had been chal-
lenged by the Evangelical
Fellowship of Indiaand ANHAD,
a non-profit run by activist
Shabnam Hashmi. The Sanatan
Dharam Sabha, Mahant Ram
Mohan Das of the Brahmin
Sabha, Shimla, and BJP leader
Subramanian Swamy had inter-
vened in the proceedings, de-
fending the law.

MP Bill

years otherwise, with a mini-
mum penalty of Rs 50,000.

However, unlike the Uttar
Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful
Religious Conversion Ordinance,
under the MP law, a person con-
verting of his own free will does
not have to report it to the dis-
trict magistrate. In case a person
approaches a priest for such a
conversion though, the priest
concerned has to inform the dis-
trict administration.

Under the new MPBill, afam-
ily court in the state will be em-
powered to declare marriages
conducted for the purpose of re-
ligious conversion null and void.
The alimony in such cases would
be granted as per Section 125 of
the CrPC.In his interactions with
mediapersons, Home Minister
Narottam Mishra had said they
were also exploring the possibil-
ity of attaching the property of
the accused.

The draft was scheduled to
come up for discussion at a
Cabinet meeting on December
22 but was deferred till a special
session on December 26 after
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhansaid a few suggestions
were awaited.

21-yr-old mayor

Ontop of thelistof Arya'srole
models is Kerala Health Minister
K K Shailaja, “for the amazing
work she has done” during the
Covid pandemic. She also counts
Sugathakumari, a veteran
Malayalam poet and activist who
died this week, and prominent
Malayalam writer K R Meera as
inspirations. Aryasays she doesn't
hold arigid stand against religion,
her party ideology notwithstand-
ing, occasionally accompanying
her mother to temples and visit-
ing church. "I believe in positive
energy, which is what God is for
me, but [ stand against supersti-
tious beliefs,” she says.

Top CPM Thiruvanan-
thapuram leader and a minis-
ter, Kadakampally Surendran,
says he has been seeing Arya
since she was a child. “The
youth and new generation, they
are the future of this country.
They have clarity about the
need for transparent political
systems, they have bigger
dreams and a vision. Arya has
experience, she is very good.
Her age is not a cause for worry
as we have plenty of examples
of young civil service officers
delivering amazing work as dis-
trict collectors,” he says.

Legendary Malayalam writer
M T Vasudevan Nair also wel-
comes the CPM decision. “It is
not about a party butIfeel happy
for her,” he says.

Wiaiting for Saturday's for-
mal call, Arya says itis only after
this that she will plan her prior-
ities for Thiruvananthapuram.
However, top of her agenda is
waste-handling. “The last
regime had done a lot and we
have to do more."
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Pvt hospitals with over 100 health staff to be
involved in Covid vaccination drive in capital

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

TOP PRIVATE hospitals in Delhi
with more than 100 healthcare
workers will be used to carry out
the vaccination programme for
Covid-19.The government has fi-
nalised the list of 603 cold chain
points, including mohalla clinics
and government hospitals, that
will play an important role in vac-
cinating the targeted population.
According to the World
Health Organisation, the pur-
pose of the vaccine cold chain is
tomaintain product quality from
the time of manufacture until
the point of administration by
ensuring that vaccines are stored
and transported within recom-
mended temperature ranges.
“The immunisation pro-
gramme in private hospitals will

Delhi recorded 758 Covid cases on Friday. Amit Mehra

Keeping
itcold
e

EXPLAINED

The 603 cold chain points
inthe capital include mo-
halla clinics and govern-
ment hospitals.
According to WHO, vac-
cine cold chain is impor-
tant to maintain product
quality from the time of
manufacture to the point
of administration. The
vaccines need to be
stored and transported
within recommended
temperature ranges.

be carried out in coordination
with government officials.
Under the supervision of govern-

‘Halal’ meat against

Hinduism,

Sikhism,

restaurants must
specify: South body

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 25

THE STANDING committee of the
BJP-led South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC)has cleared a
proposal that asks restaurants
and shops to "mandatorily” dis-
play whether the meat being sold
or served is slaughtered using the
'halal’ or 'jhatka' method.

The proposal now awaits nod
inthe SDMCHouse, whichis con-
trolled by the BJP, after which it
would become arule.

"According to Hinduism and
Sikhism, eating 'halal' meat s for-
bidden and against religion.
Therefore, the committee re-
solves that this direction be given
to restaurants and meat shops
that it should be written manda-
torily about the meat being sold
and served by them that 'halal' or
'jhatka’ meat is available here,”
the resolution passed by the
SDMC panel Thursday said.

'Ihatka" method is one in
whichananimalis slaughtered in
one go, while in the 'halal'
method, an animal is allowed to
slowly bleed out after cutting a
vein.

Standing committee chief
Rajdutt Gehlot said, “Suppose a
person wants jhatka meat but
gets halal, then he will feel of-
fended. Sotheideais justtomen-
tion whether it is jhatka or halal.

Secondly, if Ihave taken license of
jhatka and I am serving halal or
vice versa, then this will keep a
check on such violations as such
things are recorded while taking
licence."

There are thousands of restau-
rants in 104 wards of four zones
falling under SDMC.

“Though meat is served in
about 90 per cent of these restau-
rants, often it is not mentioned
whether it is 'halal' or 'jhatka’,"
said the resolution passed by the
SDMC panel.

Meat shops also do not make
the distinction, it said.

Asimilar proposal was earlier
passed by the East MCD meet in
2018 stating that shop owners
have to put up prominent boards,
specifying if they are serving ha-
lal or jhatka meat.

EDMC's then standing com-
mittee chairman Satyapal had
then said that there are several
Hindus who do not eat halal
meat. The decision had been
taken to ensure that their reli-
gious sentiments are not hurt.

In 2017, the SDMC had pro-
posed that meat and its products
were not to be displayed in the
open, citing hygiene and "senti-
ments of people affected by the
sight" of meat as main reasons
behind the move.

The move was not imple-
mented after protests from shop
owners.

Inspired by crime
show, man kidnaps
& kills 10-yr-old, held

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

A MONTH after a 10-year-old
boy was kidnapped and mur-
dered in South Delhi’s Maidan
Garhi, police have arrested a 22-
year-old man, who was his
mother’s friend, for the crime.

The boy went missing from
his home in Sanjay Colony on
November 28 and his partially
burnt body was found Thursday.

Police said the accused, Bittu
Singh, wanted to marry the boy’s
mother. According to police,
Singh, inspired by a TV show, al-
legedly planned to kidnap and
kill the child. Police said he also
allegedly tried to burn the body
to destroy evidence.

DCP (South) Atul Kumar
Thakur said they received a
missing persons report from the
boy’s mother on November 28.
“We were told that the boy went
to a store to buy food but didn’t
return. The boy’s parents were
separated and there was a dis-
pute over the child’s custody... All
CCTVsin the area were scanned
but we didn’t find anything,” said
the DCP.

OnThursday, nearly a month
later, police found a “highly de-
composed” and “partially burnt”

body near a pond in Maidan
Garhi. The boy's parents later
identified the body. “When
questioned, the mother then
spoke about a friend named
Singh who often gave gifts to her
son,” said a senior police officer.

When Singh was questioned
on Thursday, he allegedly con-
fessed that he killed the child.

The accused told the police
that he has known the victim’s
mother since childhood but their
parents were against the mar-
riage. After the woman separated
from her husband, the accused
proposed marriage but she said
she can’t because of her child.

Police said the accused, after
watching a crime show, al-
legedly planned to kill the child.
“On November 28, he took the
child inan auto on the pretext of
buying him berries. They went
toaforest where Singh strangled
the child with a scarf. He then
dumped the body in a pond,”
said DCP Thakur.

A day later, he went back to
the spot and hid the body under
rocks. “He tried to burn the body
with fuel but he failed because it
was wet. The accused then re-
moved clothes from the body,
put it in a plastic bag and
dumped it in the river,” said the
police.

ment officials, the vaccination
programme in hospitals with
more than 100 healthcare work-

ers will be carried out. There will
be three rooms at each vaccina-
tion booth — one each for wait-

ing, vaccination and observa-
tion,” said Dr Suneela Garg, pub-
lic health expert and advisor to
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR). She has been
appointed in charge of the state
Covid-19 task force for the Delhi
vaccination programme.

On Thursday, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said 51 lakh peo-
ple in Delhi will be administered
the Covid-19 vaccine in the first
phase. He said 1.2 crore doses are
needed to cover priority cate-
gories comprising healthcare
workers, police, civil defence vol-
unteers, those aged above 50
and people aged below 50 with
associated comorbidities such as
diabetes, heart ailments,among
others.

The state had earlier pre-
pared a list of 3,500 healthcare
workers who had to be trained
for the immunisation pro-

gramme; around 300 more staff
have been enrolled. Among
them, 600 workers are from the
private sector, 200 are from hos-
pitals under railways, canton-
ment, and there are 700 medical
officers for monitoring these
cold chain points.

The training programme will
be completed by Tuesday.

“During the training pro-
gramme, the healthcare work-
ers will be informed about the
safety of the vaccine, use of dig-
ital application Co-WIN, moni-
toring and vaccine logistics man-
agement,” added Dr Garg.

On Friday, Delhi recorded
758 Covid-19 cases — the lowest
in over four months — and 30
new fatalities even as the posi-
tivity rate dipped to 0.88 per
cent. The infection tally in the
city mounted to over 6,21,439
and death toll rose to 10,414.

HC backs ST candidate
who faced exam hassle

EXPRESS NEW SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

WHILE ALLOWING the petition
of aScheduled Tribes (ST) candi-
date who failed to submit a cer-
tificate on time during the
process of recruitment, allegedly
due to the ongoing farmer
protests, the Delhi High Court
has said that reservations or re-
laxations cannot be given by one
hand and taken away by another
by invoking technicalities while
forgetting the hardships and dif-
ficulties faced by them in accom-
plishing the smallest of things.

“The said need has to be ful-
filled, not only by providing
reservations/relaxations but also
by providing relaxations in im-
plementing the said reservations
and benefits conferred on the
STs,” the division bench of
Justices Rajiv Sahai Endlaw and
Asha Menon said.

Observing that such reserva-
tion is an admission of the dis-
advantages which the STs have
suffered for generations and

which have placed them in an
unequal position as compared to
other citizens, the court said
such disadvantages extend to all
parameters of day to day life.
The court made the observa-
tions in a case filed by Lekhraj
Meena, whois a candidate for re-
cruitment being held for sub-in-
spector post in Delhi Police,
Central Armed Police Forces and
assistant sub-inspector post in
CISF by the Staff Selection
Commission. He scored 96 per-
cent in the Paper I and qualified
in Physical Standard Test but was
rejected during the Physical
Efficiency Test conducted in
Noida as he had not filled up the
form of certificate for height re-
laxation, even though he had
submitted the caste certificate.
When he was given 5 days
for submitting the form, the
court was told that he could not
reach his home district in
Rajasthan in time due to the
farmers' protests, and when he
reached his district, there also
was a delay in issuance of the
certificate by authorities.
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT PM-JAY SEHAT

—Inauguration of the scheme —

by
PRIME MIMNISTER NARENDRA MODI

Saturday, 26th December 2020
at 12 noon

—Gracious presence—

Government of India

Amit Shah, Home Minister

Manoj Sinhaq, Lieutenant Governor
Jammu & Kashmir

Treatment of up to 5 lakh per year

Free treatment at 218 hospitals of Jammu & Kashmir

and more than 24 thousand empanelled public
or private hospitals across the country

For more information call 14555/1800233554
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SKYWATCH

FORECAST: Dec 26
Partly cloudy sky.
Shallow to moderate
fogin the morning

MAX: 21 MIN: 4

0.4° Cbelownormal | 3.9°C below normal

— BRIEFLY —

PWDplanto
decongest
stretchgets
approval

New Delhi: The Unified
Trafficand Transportation
Infrastructure (Planning
and Engineering) Centre
Thursday approved a pro-
posal of the Public Works
Department (PWD)tode-
congest a 3.5-km stretch
of the Ring Road between
Raja Garden flyover and
Punjabi Bagh flyover. This
would be done by con-
structing two flyovers
parallel to the existing sin-
gle flyovers at Club Road
crossing and Moti Nagar
crossing.

Noida Police
tosetuphelp
desks onNew
Year'sEve

Noida: Noida Police is go-
ing to set up women help
desks at places hosting
New Year's eve celebra-
tions across the district.
According to police, the
personnel will assist
women with on the spot
solutions in case of any is-
sue. A female and a male
personnel each will be de-
ployed at the concerned
help desks. Besides, there
will also be increased pa-
trolling. Noida Police has
alsolaunched adedicated
helpline to assist queries
by women.

Man arrested
forRs9crore
‘fraud’

New  Delhi:  The
Economic Offences Wing
of Delhi Police has ar-
rested a man for allegedly
misappropriating Rs 9
crore during demonetisa-
tion. Police said the ac-
cused, Gaurav Singhal,
had opened seven bank
accounts using forged
documents and misap-
propriated the money us-
ing cash deposits. Police
said a tax officer had filed
a complaint against the
accused two years ago.

‘Feast week’
atDelhiZoo

New Delhi: A feast week
for animals at the Delhi
Zoo began Friday, in
which animals will be
given a special meal that
isdifferent from their reg-
ular diet for the next five
days, zoo director Ramesh
Pandey said. ENS

SHAHJAHANPUR PROTEST SITE GROWS

After 1,000 km journey, Delhiin
reach for Maharashtra farmers

SOMYALAKHANI
SHAHJAHANPUR, DEC 25

WITH Rs 100 in his pocket, a pair
of extra pants and a bedsheet,
55-year-old khet mazdoor Shivaji
Vinayak Rao Bhairav began his
1,080-km  journey from
Maharashtra's Chandwad on
Monday and reached
Shahjahanpur near the Rajasthan
and Haryana border on Friday.

"I'm the only breadwinner in
my family of five people, and be-
fore leaving from home I told
them that I'll only return when
the three farm laws are with-
drawn. If the farm owner isn't
paid the sum he deserves, [ won't
get the money [ deserve either.
This is about my livelihood too,"
said Bhairav, one of the 1,000-
plus farmers, including farm
labourers, who have travelled
from Maharashtra to participate
in the ongoing protest at
Shahjahanpur, 130 km away
from Delhi.

For two weeks, thousands of
farmers from Rajasthan and
Haryana have been protesting at
the NH8 after they were stopped
by the Haryana government from
proceeding to Delhi's Singhuand
Tikri borders. The cavalcade of 50
vehicles from Maharashtra
reached the Shahjahanpur
protest site around 12.45 pm.

From Maharashtra's Akola,
Dagdu Ekhande (40) and Kalu
Kathore (35) have reached
Shahjahanpurinatempo, with 15
others."We earn Rs 100 a day for
aday's work. By being here I lose
my livelihood every day but thisis
important. We slept in schools
and in gurdwaras on the way. We
will go to Delhi too," he said.

Scenes similar to Singhu and
Tikri borders in Delhi played out

atShahjahanpur too —a stage set
for speeches, posters and flags,
tractors and trolleys as far as the
eye can see, at least five big lan-
gars, and tents in a row.

From Miran village in
Haryana's Bhiwandi is farmer
Dilbagh Siwach (50). He reached
Shahjahanpur, 180 km away from

o Somya Lakhani

hisvillage, in his tractor nine days
ago. "l packed three hookahs,
blankets, mattresses and raw
food. I have come prepared to
protest in Delhi but the police
won'tletus proceed. My wife and
children are taking care of the
fields and told me to stay put at
the protest for as long as  want,"

Amit Mehra

(Top) Farmers protesting
against the new farm laws at
Shahjahanpur near the
Rajasthan-Haryana border;
langar preparation in
progress on Friday

said Siwach. Every three days, he
said, 500 litres of milk reaches the
protest site from his village.
Around 1 pm, Haryana Police
closed both carriageways of the
Delhi-Jaipur Expressway. "We
hadto close both carriageways of
the Delhi-Jaipur expressway due
to the farmers’ protests. There
was no kind of confrontation. We
are speaking to farmers to at least
leave one lane of the service lane
open for emergency vehicles,”
said Rajesh Kumar, DSP (Bawal).
Among those protesting at the
site are Ram Niwas (81) from
Neemrana, 14 km away, and
Ratiram Vashisht (70) from a vil-

lage in Alwar district, 20 km away.
"I have abad knee and can barely
walk, but I am here every day for
the future of my children. If they
allow usto goto Delhi, I'll go there
too," said Niwas.

Vashisht said, "The farmers
aren't the ones blocking the roads,
it’s the police. We want to leave
from here."

As the last rays of the sun fell
on the mustard fields on either
side of the protest site on Friday,
preparation for langar began
again. "We had set up a langar at
Tikri border for several weeks but
we found outit was needed more
here. So we set up a kitchen with
geysers, vegetables, flour, rusk,
milk. We have enough supplies to
last us till 2024 or however long
it takes the Modi government to
take back the laws," said farmer
Bilawal Singh (32) from
Rajasthan's Sri Ganganagar. The
langar feeds 1,000 people a day,
said Singh.

Apart from Singh, sewadaars
from a gurdwara in Punjab's
Patiala too have set up a langar
here. As Sajjan Kaur (45) made
roti with six other elderly women,
shesaid, "There are plenty of trou-
bles here. It's cold, there aren’t
enough bathrooms, the toilets are
dirty..but we are here for the fu-
ture of our children. It's all worth
it. We wake up at4 am and begin
cooking and can't wait to do the
same in Delhi... Hunn Dilli zyaada
durrnihaiga(Delhiisn’t farnow)."

In the evening, after farmer

union leaders from
Maharashtra, Haryana and
Rajasthan finished their

speeches, the task of setting up
tents for the 1,000-plus protest-
ers from Maharashtra began. "It
will be along night, a long jour-
ney," said 75-year-old Baldev
Singh from Sri Ganganagar.

Police obstacles slow down some marches

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

FARMERS FROM villages in
Western Uttar Pradesh and those
atthe Ghazipur protest site claim
police have been dissuading
them from joining the sit-in, with
many being stopped briefly as
they head to the border.

On Thursday, local Bharatiya
Kisan Union leaders and gurd-
wara functionaries from Banda
block in Shahjahanpur district
were summoned to Banda police
station.

Kuldeep Singh, district gen-
eral secretary of BKU from a
Jodhpur village, claimed: “Last
evening, a sub-inspector called
and asked for my vehicle regis-
tration number and driving li-

cence details. He called again on
Thursday and said I had to come
for a meeting with senior police
officers. At the station, there were
farmer union functionaries from
various villages in our block and
people from the Sikh commu-
nity. We were told we should co-
operate with local police, and
were discouraged from going to-
wards Delhi. When some of us
were insistent, police said we
should go in small cars and not
tractors.” The previous day, po-
lice had summoned farmer
union functionaries from nearby
villages to Khutar police station
in the same district.

Confirming that the meetings
were held, SP, Shahjahanpur, S
Anand, said: “We want to educate
farmers that the agitation is not
required as the government is

Tanker strike affected water
supply but gap was plugged:
DJB after office vandalism

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 25

ASTRIKE by Delhi Jal Board (D]B)
contractors, who took 100 water
tankers off the road this month,
caused only a minor disruption
in water supply in parts of the
city, DJB officials said.

The strike started around
December 1 and ended largely
on Thursday through the inter-
vention of the Delhi High Court.
Around 20 tankers were still off
the road as on Friday and were
being persuaded to return to
work by the DJB, officials said.

On Thursday, BJP leaders, in-
cluding Delhi unit chief Adesh
Gupta and nearly a hundred
people, protested outside the
DJB headquarters at
Jhandewalan against a “tanker
scam”. Later, the DJB headquar-
ters was vandalised, allegedly by
the same group, following which
BJP and AAP blamed each other
for the violence.

OnThursday, Gupta had raised
theissue on Twitter, claiming that
water supply through tankers had
stopped for the past 24 days, af-
fecting people in parts of the city.

DJBofficials denied the charge.

Raghav Chadha taking stock
of the damages at DJB office

“We have about 1,100to 1,200 wa-
ter tankers out of which around
100 private contractual tankers
went on strike. We plugged this
gap byre-routing tankers fromar-
eas with low requirement of wa-
ter to areas of high requirement,”
asenior official said.

“We also deployed tankers
that we keep for emergency use.
However, there were disruptions
and some pockets where a tanker
would go once every two days
were getting water once every
three days. Similarly, places where
a tanker goes once every three
days were getting it once every
four days. It is incorrect to state
that for 20-24 days water has not

beensupplied,” the official added.

The strike, officials said, also
coincided with the farmers’
protest at Delhi’s borders. The
Delhi government is providing
water tankers to the protest sites
as well. However, D]B officials
denied that this further im-
pacted their water supply. “We
also engaged more private
tankers during the time of the
strike,” another DJB official said.

The contractors had called
the strike as they wanted an in-
crease in payment. According to
officials, the Delhi High Court,
while hearing the matter on
Wednesday, asked an arbitrator
to settle the dispute.

Meanwhile, DJB vice-chair-
man and AAP leader Raghav
Chadha Friday filed a complaint
at the Desh Bandhu Gupta Road
police station, seeking action
against Gupta and party mem-
bers Yogendra Chandoliya, Ravi
Tanwar, Vikas Tanwar and “other
unidentified BJP workers”.

“A case has been registered
under IPC section 188 (disobedi-
ence to order duly promulgated
by public servant) and sections
of Prevention of Damage to
Public Property Act,” a Delhi
Police spokesperson said.

Farmers protesting at
Ghazipur border. Amit Mehra

willing to speak to everyone on
this issue. The idea was to moti-
vate them to not indulge in things
that aggravate problems and to
move towards asolutioninstead.”

According to farmer unions,
earlier this week, multiple trac-

tor-trolleys from the vicinity had
been stopped several times be-
fore they could reach Ghazipur.

“On December 21, farmers in
15 tractor-trolleys and cars from
Bareilly mandal left for Ghazipur
border. This included farmers
from Shahjahanpur and Pilibhit
districts. There were attempts to
stop us at multiple places in
Shahjahanpur and Bareilly... we
were stopped overnight in
Rampur. Many local farmers
came to our aid, and we were al-
lowed to go ahead at 11 am on
December 22. We were stopped
again that evening in Moradabad
for several hours. We finally
reached Delhi on Wednesday
morning,” said Ajeet Singh,
Bareilly mandal president.

Now, farmers from the region
have planned to congregate at

Nawabganj gurdwara in Rampur
district and head towards Delhi
together. “The planis for farmers
from that area as well as fromvil-
lages in Uttarakhand such as
Bajpur, Kashipur, Gadarpur and
Udham Singh Nagar to leave to-
gether in the morning, This will
make it difficult for police to stop
them," said Gurpreet Atwal, a
farmer from Rampur district,
who is at the protest site.

Delhi Sikh  Gurdwara
Management Committee presi-
dent Manjinder Singh Sirsa also
left for the Nawabganj gurdwara
on Thursday. He said: “Some
farmers had contacted me when
they were stopped at Rampur
earlier this week; I had gone
there to intervene. [ am now go-
ing to Nawabganj as farmers fear
they will be stopped again.”

New Parliament: Location
for MPs’ chambers shifted
after on- ground survey

ANANYATIWARI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

THE DESIGN for the chambers
for Members of Parliament,
which will come up where the
Shram Shakti Bhawan and
Transport Bhawan are currently
located on Rafi Marg and Sansad
Marg respectively, is at the con-
cept stage and will have approx-
imately 800 or so offices for MPs,
officials of the HCP Design,
Planning and Management Pvt
Ltd have said. The new
Parliament shall have six com-
mittee rooms for conducting
business, they further said.

The foundation stone for the
New Parliament was laid by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
onDecember 10. The new build-
ing will have 888 seats for mem-
bers of the Lok Sabha, 384 for
those of the Rajya Sabha. For
joint meetings, the Lok Sabha
Hall on the ground floor shall be
able to house 1,272 members.

Earlier, the plan was for the
chambers or offices for the MPs
tocome upin either the North or
South block, said officials from
the HCP. “Since on-ground sur-
veys are more effective, this plan
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An artist’s impression of the new Parliament

was changed and now the
chambers shall come up where
the Transport Bhawan and the
Shram Shakti Bhawan are lo-
cated. The plan is constantly
evolving,” an official told The
Indian Express.

“The two buildings will be
demolished, and more than one
building will come upinall prob-
ability. Even if two buildings
come up, they shall be con-
nected in some way,” said offi-
cials from the HCP.

The offices shall be rudimen-
tary, considering that MPs have
their own offices across the
country and do not necessarily
need to spend too much time in
Delhi, and design for the same is
atthe initial stages, said officials.

In order for MPs to conduct
business inside the Parliament,
the interiors of the new
Parliament shall have six com-
mittee rooms with modernised
features, said the HCP.

These committee rooms
shall feature various audio-vi-
sual facilities such as simultane-
ous language interpretation sys-
tem, sound reinforcement
system, voice lift application,
video wall for video content en-
largement and enhancement,
in-room video conferencing,
wired and wireless presentation
system, active speaker viewing
with PTZ cameras, POTS/VOIP
based audio-conferencing, and
AVoIP transmissions, officials
said.

New Delhi

Day after searches
at Pracha office,
Bar members
cautiously silent

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

A DAY after Delhi Police carried
out searches at the offices of two
lawyers, which many in the fra-
ternity described as an attack
against the attorney-client privi-
lege and on the fundamental
right to legal representation, pro-
fessional bodies representing Bar
members largely appeared reluc-
tant to take a stand on the issue.

Senior  advocate and
Chairman, Bar Council of Delhi,
Ramesh Gupta said the statutory
body cannot do much at present
as the court vacations have be-
gun. “Maybe, the High Court Bar
Association is doing something,”
Gupta told The Indian Express.
Asked whether the Bar Council
was going to take any stand on
this issue, he said, “Apni level pe
kya karegi, takkar maregi kahin
jaake? (what will we do at our
level, hit someone?)”

Gupta also said a complaint
was received fromadvocate Javed
Ali, one of the two lawyers whose
offices were searched by police,
and the same was forwarded to
Delhi High Court Registrar
General “for appropriate action”.

The Delhi Police Special Cell
had also searched the
Nizamuddin East office of lawyer
Mehmood Pracha, whose firm
Legal Axis is defending several
persons accused in cases related
to the Delhi riots. In August, po-
lice had told a Delhi court that
Pracha had forged documents
and instigated a man to depose
falsely in a case related to the ri-
ots. Additional Sessions Judge
Vinod Yadav had said “it would be
appropriateif the matteris inves-
tigated by anindependent agency
like Crime Branch or Special Cell”.
An FIR was filed in the matter.

Delhi High Court Bar
Association Honorary Secretary
Abhijat Friday said the lawyers’
body was in the process of ascer-
taining the facts. “While on the
one hand it is deplorable that
lawyers’ offices are being raided
in this manner and privileged
communication is being looked
into, but on the other hand we
should not actina manner thein-
vestigation in a crime is also in-
terfered with.”

He added that the lawyers’
body will take a stand after con-
ferring within the executive com-
mittee. “We do not know all the
facts. The deliberations have to be
informed. We cannot pass areso-
lution for the sake of resolution.
We are collecting the information
and facts that how much the po-
lice have interfered, whether
Pracha is an accused in any FIR
and therefore is being investi-
gated or is it that he is being tar-
geted because he is a lawyer for
the riot accused.”

Inatweet on Thursday, Pracha
had said, “Bar is the last bastion.
We must all rise to the occasion
and save attacks on our profes-
sion and ultimately the
Constitution of India.” Following
the searches at his office, Pracha
also alleged he and his associates
were assaulted during the raid
and he was threatened “with the
name of (Union Home Minister)
Amit Shah Sahab”. Delhi Police,
however, in a statement accused
Pracha of being “verbally aggres-
sive” and “creating a ruckus”.

The Special Cell in the state-
ment said, “The investigation of-

Mehmood Pracha

Pracha clients
allege police
pressure

New Delhi: Some clients of
advocate Mehmood
Pracha, who are fighting
cases related to the
Northeast Delhi riots,
Friday claimed at a press
conference that the Delhi
Police had pressured them
inthe past todrop Prachaas
their lawyer and withdraw
their complaints.
Mohammad Nasir Khan, a
businessman who lives in
Gonda, said he lost his left
eye to a bullet wound on
February 24 and his com-
plaint was filed only after
Pracha’s intervention. He
claimed he had been told
by police to drop Pracha as
his lawyer. Sahil Parvez,
who also lives in Gonda,
said Pracha had helped him
file an FIR in connection
with his father’s murder. He
claimed he too faced simi-
lar pressure from police.
When contacted, Anil
Mittal, spokesperson for
the Delhi Police, said, “All
such allegations are false
and baseless. Investigation
into cases is being done
solely on merits.” ENS

ficer and his team, showing ut-
most professional restraint, de-
cided torecord the happenings as
were fully video-recorded in their
report to be filed before the Court
for further necessary instructions
and returned post midnight. A
complaint regarding the conduct
of Sh. Mehmood Pracha and his
associates has been given to the
local Police Station for appropri-
ate action”.

Meanwhile, many senior sen-
ior lawyers continued to criticise
the police action against the
lawyers. Thisincluded Delhi gov-
ernment’s Senior Standing
Counsel (Criminal) Rahul Mehra,
who tweeted: “Imay have profes-
sional differences with Mr
Mehmood Prachaand may agree
to disagree with him most of the
time but for an office of a lawyer
tobe raided like this is highly con-
demnable. Expecting good sense
toprevail sooner rather than later.”
Congress leader Manish Tewari,
who is also a lawyer, said he was
“deeply disturbed” by the search
conducted at Pracha’s offices and
asked Bar Council to “take up this
arbitrary harassment”.

Special Cell, in a statement,
said the searches were conducted
in connection with an investiga-
tioninto the alleged use of docu-
ments “containing false/fabri-
cated evidence” and “a forged
notary stamp before a Hon’ble
Court” during a bail proceeding.

Pracha moves court
over search warrant

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 25

FOLLOWING POLICE searches at
his office, advocate Mehmood
Pracha moved a Delhi court
seeking a clarification on the
search warrant order issued by
the Special Cell, alleging he was
directed by the personnel to pro-
vide incriminating material
against himself during the
search. The search warrant is-
sued on December 22 under
Section 93 of the CrPC stated,
“This is to authorise and require
investigating officer of this case
to search for the said incriminat-
ing documents and metadata of
outbox of email ID... wherever
they may be found whether in

computer or in the office/prem-
ises... including outbox of email
ID as well as other offices/prem-
ises where presence of such ev-
idence are detected during the
search/investigation, and, if
found, to produce the same
forthwith before this court.”

At the court, the IO was not
present nor did he submit a re-
ply. The court also did not receive
in time the application submit-
ted by the lawyers associated
with Pracha to the chief metro-
politan magistrate (CMM).

He told The Indian Express,
“Not only have we helped bail
out Muslim people who have
beenaccused in the riots, but we
have...also got 22 RSS office bear-
ersarrested and have proof of in-
volvement of BJP leaders.”
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Tripura scheme
to provide jobs

SAYS NOREASON TO CROSS ILLEGALLY INTO INDIA

orentorkmor  BOrder Guards Bangladesh
chief: NRCis Indian issue

victims of
political violence

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,DECEMBER 25

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 25

IN AN effort to provide relief to
victims of political violence per-
petrated till March, 2018 —when
the incumbent BJP-IPFT as-
sumed power in Tripura — the
state government announced
Friday that it will provide a gov-
ernment job to one member of
their families, provided they
meet the eligibility criteria.
State Law Minister Ratan Lal
Nath said. “We received a slew of
applications for government
jobs from such families across
Tripura after forming the gov-
ernment in 2018. Keeping these
people in mind, we have re-
solved to scrutinise these appli-
cations and provide them jobs.”
Application forms for the
benefit would be available at
SDM offices across the state and
applicants would need to submit
proof of birth, permanent resi-
dence, educational qualification,
caste and death certificates of
relatives lost in political violence.

THE PREPARATION of National
Register of Citizen (NRC) is an
“Indianissue” and there has been
noillegal influx from Bangladesh
into India, the Director General of
Border Guards Bangladesh
(BGB), Shafeenul Islam, said in
Guwahati on Friday.

However, BSF DG Rakesh
Asthana said that as of December
15, the BSF this year has nabbed
3,204 individuals trying to ille-
gally enter India along the entire
India-Bangladesh border.
Asthanaadded the caveat that the
figure was not just of Bangladeshi
nationals but the overall number
of people nabbed while trying to
cross over illegally, including
criminals and smugglers.

The BSF and BGB chiefs were
addressing a press conference af-
ter the successful culmination of
the Director General-level talks
between the two forces.

Islam said, “I think you need
to revisit the perception that a

BSF DG Rakesh Asthana with BGB chief Shafeenul Islam. P11

large number of Bangladeshis
are crossing into Assam. If you
see the GDP growth rate of
Bangladesh, you will find that
we are on a steady uprising
track... There is no reason for
Bangladeshis to cross the border
be it for jobs or for other reason.
“Yes, people do come to India
with valid documents and pass-
ports for tourism purpose but for
work, there is no such
case...Thereis noinfiltration from
Bangladesh to India,” he said.

AMID SPECULATION OF GOLAGHAT MLA JOINING BJP

Assam Congress expels sitting legislator

ABHISHEK SAHA
GUWAHATI,DECEMBER 25

THE CONGRESS on Friday ex-
pelled a sitting MLA amid spec-
ulation that she will join the BJP.

The party has, meanwhile,
started meetings at the ground
level led by leaders visiting from
Delhi and a survey to gauge pub-
lic mood regarding probable al-
liances for the Assembly polls
next year.

“Ajanta Neog is hereby ex-
pelled from the primary mem-
bership of Indian National
Congress for her anti-party ac-
tivity with immediate effect. This
has the approval of the
Honourable Congress
President,” an order by Ranjan
Bora, general secretary (organi-
sation) of state Congress said.

Neog is MLA from Golaghat

and a former minister in the erst-
while Tarun Gogoi cabinet.
There was speculation that
Neog might join the BJP during
the visit of Home Minister Amit
Shah. However, Assam minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma said Friday
that there have been no political
talks between Neog and the
party. Sarma said it would not be
surprising if Neog expressed a
wish to join the BJP following her
expulsion from Congress.
During his visit, begining
Shah will distribute financial
grants to Namghars -- traditional
Assamese prayer halls --and lay
foundation stones for several de-
velopment and infrastructure
projects, including medical and
law colleges. He would hold
meetings with the Assam BJP
unitand representatives of allies.
He will visit Imphal before flying
back to Delhi on December 27.

Sarma said that with Shah’s
visit and his meeting with the
state party unit, the BJP’s “formal
journey” towards the Assembly
polls will begin.

Meanwhile, four Congress
secretaries from Delhi — Anirudh
Singh, Vikas Upadhyay, Prithviraj
Prabhakar Sathe and Aditya
Sharma — are in Assam. They will
be meeting office bearers of dis-
trict Congress committees, MLAs,
and former MLAs and MPs of the
party, among others.

They have held meetings
with state leaders, sources said.
“Several issues were being taken
up, including administration of
the Assam unit of the Congress,”
a state party leader said.

The state Congress unit has
initiated a survey to gauge pub-
lic mood regarding its leaders
and probable alliances, includ-
ing that with the AIUDE.

The BGB chief ruled out that
after the publication of the NRC
in Assam in August 2019 and
consequent political talks of a
national NRC, there has been any
unauthorised migration into
Bangladesh from India.

Both Asthana and Islam
stressed on how important the
issue of cattle smuggling -- and
smuggling of other kinds -- and
killings on the border were
pressing concerns for their re-
spective countries.

Bid to fix
@ issues

EXPLAINE

THE VISIT by four
Congress secretaries
comes at a time when the
party is battling a leader-
ship problem in Assam,
with several leaders hav-
ing complained against
state unit chief Ripun
Bora. It is learnt that some
leaders of regional parties
the Congress plans to ally
with are also keen for a
change in the state lead-
ership. These develop-
ments have come soon af-
ter the party lostin the
two recently held local
council polls.
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Park Hospital

fullf Super Specaily Hosplisl

ARK GROUP of Hospitals (PARK) is a chain of
state-of-the-art Multi-Super Specialty Hospitals

founded by Dr. Ajit Gupta and is among the fastest
growing chain of Multi-Super Specialty Hospitals in
North India. PARK is currently having a total bed capac-
ity of ~1,500 beds and the same will be increased to
2,500 beds in the next one year. PARK has an advanced
Heart Institute, Cancer Institute, IVF Centre Harmony
with Mother's Nest and delivery suites, among many
other facilities. With a team of highly proficient and
veteran doctors along with efficacious paramedical
staff, PARK stands true to its commitment of delivering
the most sophisticated and highest standard of care in
conjunction with its super specialties.

PARK has approx. 650 full-time Senior Consultants /
Consultants/Senior & Resident Doctors along with
approx. 2,000 experienced Paramedical and support
staff. The objective of PARK is to provide quality health-
care services at a highly affordable price. PARK is on the
empanelment of all major Government agencies in all of
their hospitals, including ECHS, CGHS, ESI, BSF, CRPF,
NDMC, MCD, Haryana Government, Delhi Government,
etc, and also covers all TPAs, including ICICI Lombard,
HDFC, Apollo Munich, Bajaj, IFFCO Tokio, Raksha etc.

Dr. Ajit Gupta dreamt of
serving people right since his
childhood days. He owes the
inculcation of this spirit to his
father who served the
defence forces as a civilian
for the infrastructure devel-
opment. A born philan-
thropist and leader in the
Healthcare industry of India,
he knew what he wanted in life and directed his efforts
towards achieving his dream. Through his visionary zeal
and sustained efforts, Dr. Ajit Gupta founded Park Group
of Hospitals in 1982. Apart from being an eminent doctor,
Dr. Ajit Gupta is also a role model and leader of the
fastest growing chain of hospitals, providing personal-
ized quality treatment with state-of-the-art equipment
and technology to common people at affordable rates.
Bringing this revolutionary change in the Healthcare
industry, he has touched the heart of common people
by ensuring quality healthcare services at par with what
is available for rich people, at affordable rates. Dr. Ajit
Gupta has been awarded “100 impactful leaders in
Healthcare in India.” He is currently serving as the
founder Chairman of Park Group of Hospitals.
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Delivering Quality Healthcare Services to the Society Since 1982

Managed by the father-son duo, Park Group of Hospitals focusses on providing comprehensive
healthcare services to every section of society at affordable costs

Success Story
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OCATED AT SECTOR 37D, Gurugram, The Signature

Hospital is a 300-bed multi-advanced super-specialty
Hospital having 125 beds dedicated for Critical Care, 6
modular Operation Theatres, Flat panel Cath Lab, 10
Dialysis Units, LDR Suites, with state-of-the-art equip-
ment besides a host of other facilities supported by the
most advanced in-house laboratories performing a com-
plete range of investigative tests. The hospital provides
the latest technology in Cardiac Sciences, Renal Sciences,
Neuro Sciences, Spine Surgeries, Endocrinology with
Diabetology, Joint Replacement, Gastro Sciences, Cancer
treatment, Minimal Access Surgery, Corneal Transplant,
Cochlear Implant, Paediatric & Neonatology, Reconstruc-
tive & Cosmetic Surgery, Rheumatology & Immunology,
Vascular Surgery, and Sports & Rehabilitative Centre
besides other centres of excellence in more than 30 Super
specialties.

Built on international norms, The Signature Hospital
caters to every section of society, not only from
Gurugram and Delhi but also from other states and
countries, at a very affordable cost. When it comes to
signature healthcare experiences, step into the world of
Signature Hospitals to know what satisfaction and
complete care feel like.

Dr. Ankit Gupta
stepped into the shoes of
his father, Dr. Ajit Gupta,
in 2004, when he joined
Park Hospitals as its
Managing Director. Under
his dynamic stewardship,
the Park Group of Hospi-
tals has experienced
remarkable growth, mak-
ing Park among the fastest
growing chain of Super Speciality affordable hospitals
in Delhi NCR and Haryana. Dr. Ankit Gupta has to his
credit of revamping the complete operations of Park
Group of Hospitals. He has also been instrumental in
consolidation, as well as rapid expansion of Park
Group of Hospitals. This transformation has put Park
Group of Hospitals at the forefront of excellence in
the Healthcare industry. Continuing on the footsteps
of a rich legacy, Dr. Ankit Gupta’s vision is to make
Park Hospitals a preferred choice offering affordable
Super Speciality services. His long-term plans include
rapidly expanding the presence of Park Hospitals in
other parts of India as well.

New Delhi
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THE B1G QUESTION

ITHAS been a month since Ahmed Patel, one of the towering
leaders of the Congress, passed away but the party is yet to
officially hold a condolence meeting in his memory. Many
party leaders, and some from other opposition parties, are
wondering what is stopping the Congress from organising a
remembrance meeting for Patel, about whom the CWCitself
had said that the interest of the Congress was his only inter-
est and the advancement of the Congress’s agenda was his
agenda. Apart from Patel, the Congress lost veteran leaders
like Tarun Gogoi and Motilal Vora in the last one month. And
in August Pranab Mukherjee passed away. Mukherjee was a
frontline leader of the Congress before he became the
President. But the party has not organised any condolence
meeting much to the surprise of many leaders. Although the
CWC held a meeting to condole the death of Patel and Gogoi,
the party has so far not organised a remembrance meet where
leaders from the party and opposition can attend.

KEEPING IT SHORT

EVEN AS senior Cabinet ministers fanned out to publicise the
farm Bills in different kisan sammelans on Friday, just ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's speech at noon, there was
clearly a premium being on time. While both Home Minister
Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh's speeches were
exactly 15 minutes, both explicitly said they would keep their
speeches short so people could listen to the Prime Minister.

GRAND WELCOME

EARLY THIS week, an officer of the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) ended up embarrassing his IG when he draped
the side of a building with a banner welcoming the senior of-
ficer. The banner carrying a huge picture of IPS officer Dayal
Gangwar walking in fatigues was put up by the CO of CISF's
DMRC unit in Ghaziabad. The buzz is the officer may be asked
to explain why taxpayers' money was spent on giving an IG a
welcome generally reserved for politicians.

7 US Congress members
ask Pompeo to raise farm
protests with Ialshankar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

A GROUP of seven US lawmak-
ers, including Indian-American
Congresswoman Pramila
Jayapal, has written to US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
urging him to raise the issue of
the farmers’ protest with his
India’s External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar.

In addition to Jayapal, the let-
ter has been signed by US
Congress members Donald
Norcross, Brendan F Boyle, Brian
Fitzpatrick, Mary Gay Scanlon,
Debbie Dingell and David Trone.

The farmers’ protest is an is-
sue of particular concern to Sikh
Americans linked to Punjab, al-
though it also heavily impacts
the Indian Americans belonging
to other Indian states, the law-
makers said in their letter to
Pompeo dated December 23.

“Many Indian Americans are
directly affected as they have fam-

Mike Pompeo and S
Jaishankar

ilymembers and ancestral landin
Punjab and are concerned for the
well-being of their families in
India. In view of this serious situ-
ation, we urge you to contactyour
Indian counterpart to reinforce
the United States’ commitment to
the freedom of political speech
abroad,” the letter says.

The lawmakers have said
thatthe US,asanation thatis fa-
miliar with political protests, can
offer counsel to India during
their current period of social dis-
turbance.

Over the past few weeks,
more than a dozen US
Congressmen have expressed
their concerns on the protests.

After PM accusation, Oppn hits back [~
at ‘lies’, attempt to ‘mislead’ people

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

HOURS AFTER Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused the
Opposition parties of spreading
lies over the farm laws for fur-
thering their political agenda,
the Opposition hit back, saying
he was indulging in misleading
tactics and rhetoric to deceive
the people.

The Congress said the gov-
ernment is trying to “tire out the
farmers”, hoping they will go
back, but the strategy will not
work. “The Prime Minister is
busy giving clarifications on TV
and his ministers are hiding be-
hind the smoke-screen of letters.
They are least interested in the
welfare of farmers. The govern-
ment shall have to withdraw

these three blacklaws,” Congress
communication department
head Randeep Surjewala said.
Leader of the Congress in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said, “You do not have the guts to
talk to the farmers face-to-face
and find out a solution. Sitting far
away, you distribute Rs 18,000
crore from the government
treasury and say that this is your
government’s favour for the
farmers. This money doesn’t go
into the accounts of the farmers.
The middlemen still exist.”
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee accused the
Prime Minister of trying to mis-
lead the state’s farmers by accus-
ing the state government of de-
priving them of cash benefits
under the PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi. “Let me set the record
straight — we have always been

Mamata Banerjee and
Sukhbir Badal

ready to cooperate in the inter-
est of the farmers. I personally
have written two letters and
have even spoken to the con-
cerned Minister two days ago
but they are refusing to cooper-
ate and are instead indulging in
malicious propaganda for polit-
ical gains,” Banerjee said in a
statement.

The Left too slammed the
Prime Minister.

CPM general secretary

FARMERS BREAK UP BJP PROGRAMME

During PM Narendra Modi’s address on Friday afternoon, farmers in Punjab disrupted the
programme being watched live by BJP units in Bathinda, Kotkapura and Fazilka districts. In
Bathinda (above), protesters entered the venue and broke the chairs where BJP workers
were to sit. The event wound up within 15 minutes of its start. Gurmeet Singh

PUNJAB: POWER TO JIO TOWERS SNAPPED

Telecom disruption will hurt
economy, CM says in appeal

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 25

AMID REPORTS that farmers
were disconnecting power sup-
ply toJio mobile towers in Punjab,
Chief Minister Amarinder Singh
Friday appealed to them to notin-
convenience the general public
with such actions.

Pointing out that telecom
connectivity had become even
more critical for people amid the
Covid-19 pandemic, Amarinder
said the farmers should show
the same discipline and sense of
responsibility which they had
been exercising during their
protest at the Delhi border,
which completed one month,
and also earlier during their ag-
itation in the state.

Amarinder's appeal came in
the wake of a request from the
Tower and Infrastructure
Providers Association (TAIPA), a

Chief
Minister
Amarinder
Singh

registered body of telecom infra-
structure providers.

The TIPA request came after
farmers at various places includ-
ing Mansa, Barnala, Ferozepur
and Moga, disconnected the
power supply to Reliance Jio mo-
bile towers as part of their
protests over past several days.

“..(this)is not only adversely
affecting the studies and future
prospects of students, who are
dependent entirely on online ed-
ucation, but also hampering the
daily life of people working from
home,” Amarinder said. "Further,
the disruption of telecom serv-
ices would also seriously affect
the state’s already disturbed
economy.”

At least two farmer bodies,
Friday said disconnecting power
to mobile towers was never on
their agenda and that they had
only given calls to boycott
Reliance stores and products.

"Our decision s to boycott Jio
and not to disconnect the power
supply to any tower. However, if
anyoneis doing it in villages, it is
not a decision of BKU
(Ugrahan)," said Jhanda Singh
Jethuke, senior vice-president of
the largest farmers' body in
Punjab, while addressing farm-
ers at Delhi's Tikri border.

BKU (Dakaunda) president
Buta Singh Burjgill said their call
was “only to boycott Jio SIMs or
get those numbers ported” to
other networks.

The clarification comes two
days after Reliance Jio Infocomm
Limited wrote to Punjab Director
General of Police complaining of
"incidents of sabotage and van-
dalism at Jio sites...”

Sitaram Yechury tweeted, “There
is no confidence in Modi govern-
ment’s assurances for discus-
sions with farmers since these
bills were passed without any
prior discussion and by prevent-
ing a vote in the House.”

“The Prime Minister claimed
today that some monies had
been released. But this is part of
a pre-poll ongoing scheme! PM
asking why no protests in
Kerala! But there are big protests
inKerala. The state government’s
decision to call a special session
of the assembly to reject these
bills is not being permitted by
the governor. This is blatantly
unconstitutional,” he added.

CPI general secretary D Raja
said the Prime Minister thinks
that he can hoodwink the peo-
ple. “Whatever he said today was
nothing but lies. For instance, he

was referring to Kerala. Kerala is
one state which is giving MSP
more than what is fixed by the
Union government. He is accus-
ing the Opposition of indulging
in petty politics. It is the Prime
Minister who is doing politics by
referring to the outcome of re-
centelections...”

Stop defaming
farmers: Sukhbir
Sukhbir Singh Badal, chief of
the BJP’s estranged ally
Shiromani Akali Dal, said the
Centre should stop defaming
farmers and hold talks with
them on ways torepeal the laws.
Inastatement, the SAD pres-
ident said the Centre has
adopted a “callous and insensi-
tive attitude” towards the suffer-
ing of farmers who are camping
in severe cold at Delhi borders.

HARYANA: PROTESTS AGAINST GOVT INTENSIFY

Farmers halt toll
. collection at most
A/ highways in state

SUKHBIR SIWACH
CHANDIGARH, DECEMBER 25

HARYANA FARMERS on Friday
halted toll collection on most
highways across the state while
also intensifying their protests
against ruling BJP-]JP MLAs’ and
ministers.

The agitators have an-
nounced that vehicles will pass
through the toll plazas without
paying any charges on Saturday
and Sunday too in response to
the call given by farm outfits.

On Friday, according to
sources, angry protesters
showed black flags to state
Women and Child Development
Minister Kamlesh Dhanda at her
constituency Kalayat where she
had gone to address a few public
meetings.

At Guhla Cheeka (Kaithal),
the protesters gheored local JJP
MLA Ishwar Singh when he had
gone to address a function held
at a college on the occasion of
Good Governance Day. As soon
as farmers came to know about
his function, they immediately
gathered near the venue carry-
ingblack flags. Ishwar Singh was
not available for comment.

At Siwani town in Bhiwani
district, farmers staged a protest
ahead of the visit of state

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Minister J P Dalal, who had gone
there to address a public meet-
ing. The protesters claimed that
the minister was forced to
change his route leading to the
meeting venue. Dalal told The
Indian Express the meeting has
been postponed keeping in view
the upcoming civic body elec-
tions on December 27.

Meanwhile, the farmers on
Friday ensured free movement
of vehicles at toll plazas situated
on the highways including on
Rohtak-Panipat highway,
Rohtak-Delhi highway, Rohtak-
Jhajjar highway, Rohtak-Hisar
highway, Jind-Patiala highway,
Hisar-Chandigarh highway,
Rohtak-Hisar highway, Hisar-
Sirsa highway and Charkhi
Dadri-Bhiwani highway. Toll,
however, was being collected as
usual on Friday morning at
Kherki Daula toll plaza in
Gurgaon.

According to officials, toll col-
lection was halted either post
midnight or from early Friday
morning at several toll points in
the state. While at many places,
farmers took over toll plazas not
allowing authorities to collect
fees from commuters, at other
places toll employees them-
selves halted the process in view
of the protest.

INLD leader Abhay Singh Chautala (second from left) during
asit-in protest with farmers against the new farm laws at
Gharaunda Toll Plaza in Karnal district on Friday. P11

AAP MPs Sushil Gupta,
Sanjay Singh and Bhagwant
Mann at Parliament House
on Friday. P11

AAP MPs
confront PM
with slogans,
placards in
Parliament

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

THE ONGOING farmer protests
echoed in the Central Hall of the
Parliament Friday with AAP MPs
Sanjay Singh and Bhagwant
Mann raising slogans against the
three agricultural laws in the
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during an event
to commemorate the birth an-
niversary of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

"Kisan virodhi kaala kanoon
wapas lo, MSP ki guarantee do,
Pradhan Mantri ji annadata mar
raha haisir (repeal the ant-farmer
black laws, provide MSP guaran-
tee... farmers are dying)," the two
leaders shouted as Modi was
about to leave the venue after re-
leasing a book on the former PM.

"Despite not having numbers
in the Rajya Sabha, they got the
farm bills cleared through voice
vote. We had protested even
then. Our point is why show
such urgency to get laws cleared
during a lockdown? They are
just trying to favour their friendly
corporates. You have not spoken
to the farmers in over 25 days, in-
stead (you are) using force on
them, attempting to stop them.
You turn everything into an
event. So we took this step. And
we protested only after paying
tributes to the former PM as well
as Madan Mohan Malviya,"
Singh told The Indian Express.

While Singh is a Rajya Sabha
member, Mann represents
Punjab's Sangrur constituency in
the Lok Sabha. They also held up
posters against the laws while
raising the slogans.

Congress Lok Sabha leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
Leader of Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad were
interacting with Modi around
that time.

At a press conference later,
Mann said, "The PM does not ad-
dress press conferences,
Parliament sessions are not held,
there is only one-way commu-
nication, viaradio or over the in-
ternet. There is no way to meet
him. He even meets farmers of
his own choice in Gujarat while
people protest barely 20 kilome-
tres away from his residence.”

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal tweeted: "BJP claims
these laws will not harm the
farmers but where are the bene-
fits? They say farmers will now
be able to sell their produce out-
side mandis. But sales outside
mandis do not yield even half the
price as compared to mandis.
How is this a benefit?”

The farmers PM spoke to: Their gams from govt schemes, and their plans

MANQO] PATIDAAR, 42

Dhar, Madhya Pradesh
ARESIDENT of Chikliya village in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar district,
Patidaar feels the farm laws have
opened up alternatives, but en-
suring mandis are up and run-
ning with assured MSP are of ut-
most importance. Patidaar who
cultivates wheat, gram, garlic,
peas and onion during the Rabi
season and soyabean and maize
during kharif on his four
hectares, says the government
needs to ensure that they don't
justdeclare MSP but purchase on
it too. He says he has benefited
from the PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi scheme and has received
Rs 10,000 in five instalments.

“I forgot to ask the PM if the
government will just declare MSP
or also procure on it. There are
people in my village who culti-
vated maize after the government
declared MSPat around Rs 1,700~
Rs 1,800 but are forced to sell at

1,200 as the government has not
initiated procurement.” Patidar
says when he finds the prices at
mandi to be lower; he sells his pro-
duce to the soya choupal set up by
ITC outside the mandi.

The second generation
farmer has a family of six. He de-
nies any political affiliation.

HARI SINGH BISHNOI, 51
Fatehabad, Haryana

BISHNO], A resident of Nadhori
village in Fatehabad district,
owns 10acres of land. He and his
three brothers and their families
live together and jointly own 40
acres in the village.

Hesaid, “Three days ago, I got
acall from SDO (Agriculture). He
told me that I have been short-
listed for having a conversation
with the PM. I was also told that
two of my brothers have re-
ceived money under the PM
Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme.”

“I have been doing farming
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the farmers virtually on Friday. @narendramodi

for the last 15 years. Earlier, |
grew paddy, but now I have
started growing fruits and veg-
etables. We sell our crop in local
mandis and markets.”

On the farmers’ agitation, he
said he was neither in favour nor
against the laws. “If the legisla-
tion have been framed and cer-
tain shortcomings are pointed
out, those shortcomings shall be
removed. But, to say the entire

concept is wrong is not correct.”

GANESH BHOSALE, 38

Latur, Maharashtra

DURING HIS interaction with the

PM, Bhosale, from Matola village

in Latur district, spoke of his ex-

perience with the Pradhan

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.
Bhosale grows soyabean, tur,

wheat, chana over his 7.5 acres

ofland. “Topted for the insurance

schemeasitactsasa cushionin
case my crop fails due to adverse
climate conditions,” he says. For
the last kharif season, Bhosale
paid a premium of Rs 2,580 per
acre for his soyabean crop, and
received compensation worth Rs
54,315 per acre as his crop was
all but destroyed in heavy rain.
“I am a simple farmer and
stay as far as possible from poli-

tics,” he says.
N N

Bhosale supports the new
laws and believes they would
help growers like him increase
their earnings. “Traders will
come to our village to buy di-
rectly from us. Through contract
farming, small holders can pool
in their holdings and grow for
corporate buyers,” he says. The
discontent, he says, is due to
some “misconceptions”.

RAM GULAB, 53
Maharajganj, Uttar Pradesh
HAILING FROM Maharajganj dis-
trict, he owns 1.5 acres of land.
Along with four other farmers,
he recently brought together
300 small farmers under the
farmer producer group,
Maharajganj Producer Company
Ltd, and entered into a contract
with a company to grow a spe-
cific variety of sweet potato.
Having studied till Class VIII,
Gulab has said he has benefited
from several government

New Delhi

schemes, from Swachh Bharat
Mission to Kisan credit card to
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi.

He said they are growing a
specialised variety of sweet po-
tato that has higher protein and
vitamins content.

“We would have to give 10
tonnes by February-end or March
and over 200 tonnes by next sea-
son. In a year, we can get two
crops and as per the agreement,
the company will pick our pro-
duce from the field at Rs 25 per
kg, which otherwise sold atRs 10-
15 per kg in the market,” he said.
He said they estimate expendi-
ture of Rs 35,000- Rs 40,000 to
grow the crop per acre and expect
profit of Rs 1 lakh per acre.

GAGAN PERYING

Lower Dibang Valley,
Arunachal Pradesh

AN ORGANIC ginger cultivator
from Lower Dibang Valley dis-
trict, Perying is managing direc-

tor of the farmer producer’s
company Lower Dibang Valley
Organic Ginger Producer
Company Ltd.

Perying said the PM asked
him about the PM Kisan scheme.
“I told him about getting Rs
2,000 after every four months.
He asked me about what I was
doing with the money I received
asapart of the scheme. I told him
thatIwas buying organic fertilis-
ersand other organic chemicals,”
he said. Perying said the com-
pany has also signed an agree-
ment with aSiliguri-based com-
pany to sell finished organic
ginger products.

The Prime Minister also spoke
to M Subramani from Tamil Nadu
and Naveen Thakur from Odisha

REPORTING: IRAM SIDDIQUE
INBHOPAL, VARINDER BHATIAIN
CHANDIGARH,PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS IN PUNE, MAULSHREE
SETH IN LUCKNOW AND
ABHISHEK SAHA IN GUWAHATI
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PURIFYING AIR SPRAY

THE AIR YOU BREATHE IN IS ESSENTIAL

INDOOR POLLUTION CAN BE
FATAL

It is well known that outdoor polluted air
can cause irreversible damage to the
respiratory system.

And it is not just happening outside your
homes!

Indoor air pollution is 100 times more
hazardous than the toxic outdoors.

Indians spend 85% of their time indoors
either at home, office or while commuting.
Common factors at home such as tobacco
smoke, cleaning products, carpets, HVAC
and heating appliances contain moulds,
bacteria, viruses and fungi and can cause
long-term health ramifications due to poor
air circulation. The Indian Capital’'s air
quality index (AQIl), has been in the
hazardous category for long.

The Covid-19 pandemic has created a
situation where indoor space is now
considered unhygienic and a breeder of
the virus. Coughs and throat infections
have spiked. Beyond just close contact
with an infected person, airborne particles
carry the virus for long periods as
confirmed by WHO. Entertaining guests
and living amongst large families have
rippling consequences in the absence of
purified indoor air.
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ESSENTIAL OILS ARE THE
ANSWER

There is a solution to Purified Air. Along
with ventilation, using essential oil based
non-chemical aerosol “Air Purifying Spray”
by Puressentiel is the alternative to clean
air.
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sore throat to a stomachache, skin or
urinary tract infection, sleep disorder or
digestive problems. And much more.

The Air Purifying Spray with its unique 41
essential oil-based formula has been
clinically proven to kil 99.9% virus,
bacteria and dust mites. The Patented
Formula is 100% natural with no propellant
gas or synthetic perfume. A few sprays in
an enclosed space like bedrooms,
bathrooms, cars, closets, shoe racks will
purify the air and keep your family
protected indoors for long hours.
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Rajinikanth

Rajini admitted
to hospital with

BP fluctuations

Hyderabad: Actor
Rajinikanth was Friday ad-
mitted to Apollo Hospital
in Hyderabad with severe
blood pressure fluctua-
tions. The actor had been
shooting for the film
Annaatthein the city over-
the last 10 days but iso-
lated himself after two
people on set tested posi-
tive for Covid-19.
Rajinikanth, who turned
70 on December 12, has
tested negative. A state-
ment from Apollo
Hospitals stated that al-
though the actor had no
Covid symptom, his blood
pressure showed severe
fluctuations. “He will be
investigated and moni-
tored closely in the hospi-
tal till his blood pressure
settles down before being
discharged...” the
statement said. ENS

BIHAR

RS Prasad’s
mother dies
in Patna

Patna: Union minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad's
mother Bimala Prasad
died aftera prolonged ill-
ness, the BJP leader said
Friday. Prasad, the local
MP, shared the news on
his Twitter handle. “My
mother Bimala Prasad left
for her heavenly abode
last night. She was ailing
for some time. My
mother was a deeply pi-
ous lady and a woman of
great conviction. She had
been supporting the
party right from the be-
ginning. She actively par-
ticipated in the JP move-

ment of Bihar as woman
volunteer”, said the
Union minister. PTI
MAHARASHTRA
Tigerkills
womanin

Gadchiroli

Nagpur: A woman was
killed in a tiger attack in
Gadchiroli on Friday, tak-
ing the annual tally of hu-
man victims in the dis-
trict to six. “She was killed
in Wadsa division when
she went into the forest to
collect firewood,” said
Assistant Conservator of
Forests Bhaskar Kamble.
Last week, another
woman from Gadchiroli
town was killed in a tiger
attack. Gadchiroli is fast
becoming a man-tiger
conflict zone after
Chandrapur, with the
spill-over tiger popula-
tion from the latter mov-
inginto the former. Inless
than five years, the dis-
trict’s tiger population
has increased from zero
to22. ENS

GUJARAT
Teendies after
leopard attack
inBhavnagar

Rajkot: A 17-year-old girl
died after being attacked
by a leopard at a cotton
field in Bhavnagar district
on Thursday. Forest offi-
cers said the leopard
pounced on  Arti
Makwana, an agricultural
labourer, while she was
washing clothes with two
other girls in Kasanvillage
of Mahuva taluka. “The
girl was washing clothes
on the farm of one
Jivanbhai Patel when she
was attacked by a leop-
ard,” said Dushyant
Vasavada, chief conserva-
tor of forests of Junagadh
wildlife circle. ENS

: 1“
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CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES

People gather at Park Street in Kolkata to celebrate Christmas on Friday. Celebrations remained muted during the day across
most parts of the state because of the Covid-19 pandemic, but ramped up during the evening. Express
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First in Gujarat: Jailer
held under anti-terror
law for aiding gangster

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
RAJKOT,DECEMBER 25

OVER A week after he was ar-
rested in a case related to an al-
leged dinner party by accomplices
of gangster Nikhil Donga inside
the Gondal sub-jail in Rajkot dis-
trict, suspended jailer Dhirubhai
Parmarwas arrested by Rajkot ru-
ral police under the Gujarat
Control of Terrorism and
Organised Crime (GCTOC) Act,
2015 on Thursday for allegedly
aiding Donga’s crime syndicate.
Parmar is the first serving of-
ficer of the state government to be
arrested under the GCTOC Act.
Hewasarrested on December
16 in connection with a case reg-
istered against him and five other
guards of Gondal sub-jail for al-
legedly allowing a “dinner party”
inside the jail premises by six
‘guests’ of Donga who was lodged
in that jail on October 1. Parmar
was lodged in Rajkot Central Jail
afterward under judicial custody.
A team led by Sagar Bagmar,
Assistant Superintendent of Police
(ASP)of Rajkot arrested Parmaron
Thursday from the jail and pre-
sented him in a designated GC-
TOC Act court in Rajkot city on
Friday. The court sent the sus-

pended jailer to police remand till
January 1. Balram Meena,
Superintendent of Rajkot Rural
police said Parmar was actively
helping Donga and his syndicate.

“He was actively helping the
criminal syndicate run by Donga.
Had the jailer done his duty well,
Donga would not have been able
torun his gang. Therefore, Parmar
has been arrested,” Meena said.

Dongaand 11 members of his
alleged gang were booked under
GCTOC Act last month and 10 of
them, including Donga are
presently in judicial custody.
Parmar becomes the eleventh
person accused to be arrested in
connection with the case. Sources
said that in his statement, Donga
had referred to Parmar’s name in
operations of his gang frominside
thejail. Parmar had absconded af-
ter being booked by the Gondal
town police following a raid by the
vigilance squad of the prisons de-
partment on October 1. Days later,
he and five guards of the Gondal
sub-jail were suspended from
service after theirnames cropped
intheinvestigation. Thejailer had
surrendered before Gondal town
police on December 16 after
Gujarat High Courtrefused toad-
mit his plea seeking protection
against arrest.

TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

2é8 CASES: ACTIVE CASES: 2,81,919

DAYSSINCE ],0],46,845 DEATHS: ],47,092

PTE%E\WC TESTS: 16,63,05,762 | RECOVERIES: 97,17,834
CASES DEATHS RECOVERIES TESTS

DEC24 23067 | 336 24,661 997396

STATES WITHRISING ACTIVE CASES

ACTIVECASES  RISEINLAST WEEK
Kerala 63,220 5,017
Bihar 5,199 95
Odisha 2,667 -9
STATES WHERE ACTIVE CASES ARE DECLINING
ACTIVECASES DECLINEINLAST WEEK
Maharashtra 54,891 6,014
West Bengal 15,193 4,404
Delhi 7,909 4,289
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM CASES
ONDEC24 TOTAL
Kerala 5,176 726,687
Maharashtra 3,580 19,09,951
West Bengal 1,590 543,214
STATES REPORTING MAXIMUM DEATHS
ONDEC24 TOTAL
Maharashtra 91 50,189
Delhi 37 10,384
West Bengal 32 9,505

Data as on December 24, released by Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Research and state governments. Often, the numbers released every day contain data from previous days
aswell. As such, trends based on daily numbers are only indicative and not definitive

Will bury you 10 feet under... no one will
come to know Chouhan warns land mafia

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, DECEMBER 25

IN AN aggressive warning to the
‘land mafia’ operating in the state,
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Friday
asked them leave the state or
they would be “buried 10-feetin
the ground and no one would get
to know.”

Chouhan, speaking at a func-
tion in Babai town of

Shivraj Singh
Chouhan

Hoshangabad district on the oc-
casion of ‘Sushasan Diwas’ (good
governance day)added thatthose
using clout to encroach land
would not be pardoned.

His comments come amid a
drive by the government to de-
molish illegal structures in the
state. Warning those indulging

inland irregularities to leave the
state, Chouhan said while ad-
dressing the crowd: “Aaj-kal
apan khatarnaak mood mein hai.
Gadbad karne walo ko chhodenge
nahi mama. Ek taraf mafia ke khi-
laaf abhiyaan chal raha hai.
Muscle power, rasook kaa is-
temaal karke, kahi avaid kabza,
kahi drug mafia; Sunlore. Madhya
Pradesh chhod dena nahi toh za-
meen mein gaad dunga 10 feet
neeche, patanahi chalega kahi bhi.
(These days I am in a dangerous

‘USHERED IN THE TREND OF MODERNISM IN URDU’

Writer-poet Farugi dies of Covid complications

SURBHIGUPTA
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

INFLUENTIAL CONTEMPORARY
Urdu writer-poet Shamsur
Rahman Faruqi died at his resi-
dence in Allahabad on Friday due
to complications from Covid-19.
He was 85.

“The tallest figure in the world
of Urdu, his death leaves a void
that cannot be filled,” said Anis
Azmi, theatreperson and former
general secretary of the Urdu
Academy of Delhi.

Faruqi was not only a cele-
brated writer and poet, but alsoa
critic who formulated a mod-
ernist framework for evaluating
Urdu literature. A recipient of nu-
merous awards, he was honoured
with the prestigious Saraswati
Samman for She‘r-e Shor-Angez, a
four-volume study of the 18th-

century poet Mir Taqi Mir. His
1982 book Tanqidi Afqar that re-
flected on modern literary and
critical theories of poetry won him
the Sahitya Akademi award in
1986. His 2006 novel Kai Chand
the Sar-e Aasman, set in 19th cen-
tury Delhi, set new standards for
the Urdu novel.

In 1966, he founded
‘Shabkhoon’, a magazine that he
edited for four decades. It gave
space towriters who did not agree
with the mainstream Progressive
Writers’ Movement, and led to
Faruqi being dubbed “an agent of
the CIA and American-minded,
and a person with borrowed
ideas”. But the magazine also gave
space to progressive writers, in-
cluding Ali Sardar Jafri, [smat
Chughtai,and Rajinder Singh Bedi.

“Faruqi sahab put Urdu lan-
guage, literature and criticism on
the world map.He ushered inthe

SHAMSUR RAHMAN
FARUQI

1935-2020

trend of modernism in Urdu and
gave wings to generations of writ-
ers and poets under it,” says
Ahmad Mahfooz, Faruqji’s protege
and professor of Urdu at Jamia
MilliaIslamia. Mahfooz wrote the
first book on the life and works of
the Urdu giant in 1994.

“He was a man full of imagi-
nation and gentle wry humour.

mood.Those who create trouble
will not be let off easily. There is
adrive being carried out against
this mafia. Those who use mus-
cle power, clout to encroach land
and drug mafia should leave
Madhya Pradesh or I'll bury
them 10 feet in the ground and
no one will know.)”

Meanwhile, at least twelve
Congress leaders were kept in
preventive detention before his
arrival. They were released after
the even concluded.

He had akeen sense of history and
was very appreciative of other
people’s work and that is what
made him a great writer... Faruqi
sahab has left a indelible mark of
refinement through his indepth
knowledge...” said filmmaker
Muzaffar Ali.

Born in Azamgarh and raised
in Gorakhpur, Farugi was a chief
postmaster-general and member
of the Postal Services Board in
New Delhi until 1994. Part of the
first batch of the BA programme
at Maharana Pratap College in
Gorakhpur, he pursued aMaster’s
degree in English from Allahabad
University in 1955. Although he
topped the university, he did not
receive a first-class, which he
thought was probably because
“he asked too many questions, or
did notdress in three-piece suits”.

In his interviews, Faruqi re-
called how he first decided to be-

RELOCATION OF MUMBAI METRO CAR SHED

Maharashtralooks at
500-acre ‘natural area’

SANDEEP ASHAR
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 25

IN THE wake of the Bombay
High Court’s (HC) stay on the
Mumbai Metro car shed at
Kanjurmarg, the Maharashtra
government is examining the
option of relocating the project
on a land parcel in Goregaon,
which has been classified as a
‘natural area’ and a ‘no-develop-
ment zone’ in Mumbai’s devel-
opment plan (DP).

While other alternate loca-
tions are also being looked at, a
senior state official confirmed to
The Indian Express that the
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
Development Authority (MM-
RDA)has approached the state’s
Urban Development (UD) de-
partment for sanctioning the
reservation for a car shed on a
part of a 500-acre privately-
owned land sprawl in Pahadi.

But to accede to MMRDA'’s
request, the department will
have to reclassify the land use
plan. When Mumbai’s new DP
was first placed before citizens,
abulk of this land was classified
as ecologically sensitive,and was
tagged as “natural area (NA)”.
The DP classifies mangroves,
mudflats, ecologically vital salt
pans and hills, etc as NA, where
construction activity is barred.
Barring a 25-metre-wide coastal
road, no construction was envis-
aged on the patch. The remain-

The stretch at Pahadi was also tagged as a ‘no-development
zone’ in Mumbai's draft development plan. Express file

der of the land was also tagged
as a no-development zone
(NDZ)and shown affected by the
coastal regulation zone.
Additionally, in 2017, the
Brihanmumbai  Municipal
Corporation even withdrew the
coastal road reservation.
Documents also show that
the Devendra Fadnavis-led
regime had first initiated the
proposal for modifying the land
user. On September 1, 2018, the
previous government, while
sanctioning the new DP, had sep-
arately notified its intention to
introduce over 2,000 substantial
changes to land use and FSI in
the DP, for which public sugges-
tions and objections were rein-
vited. One of them involved de-
classification of the Goregaon
land as NA, and re-reservation of
bulk of this land for Metro rail car
shed, National Law University

BARC report says
former executives
spiked TRPs: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 25

THE MUMBAI Crime Branch, in-
vestigating the alleged Television
Rating Point (TRP) scam, on
Friday said it received an audit
report of BARC last week that
confirms that TRPs of channels
were manipulated under the
previous BARC management.

BARC or Broadcast Audience
Research Council is responsible
for measuring TRPs of channels.
Its former CEO Partho Dasgupta
was arrested on Thursday based
on this report. Earlier this month,
the Mumbai police arrested
Republic COO Ramil Ramgarhia,
who had resigned from BARC in
July after the audit report sub-
mitted to BARC by a third party
allegedly showed his involve-
ment in fixing TRPs.

Joint commissioner of police
(crime) Milind Bharambe said
they received the audit report
from BARC a week ago. The
forensic audit was commis-
sioned after a new management
took over at BARCin January this
year, police said.

“BARC had received the re-
port in July this year. The report
said from a period of May 2017-
November 2019 TRPs of English
and Telugu news channels had
been fudged. It showed that
TRPs of channels like Times Now

come a poet at seven and used to
produce a house magazine
named ‘Gulistan’ with his sister.
At the age of 15, wrote his first
novel, Daldal se Bahar. His library
of over a thousand books at his
Allahabad home includes the 46
volumes of the Urdu oral ro-
mance, the Dastan-e Amir Hamza,
printed by Munshi Nawal Kishore,
who had satdown the dastangos,
writers and calligraphers, and
printed volumes between 1883
and 1905. Faruqi wrote four vol-
umes analysing the dastan called
Saheri, Shahi, Sahibgirani, a feat of
scholarship which became the
base for the revival of Dastangoi
form of storytelling. “His path-
breaking scholarship provided the
seed for Dastangoi and his super-
vision and mentoring saw it into

had been reduced so that
Republic would appear to be no.
1 by analysing selectively,”
Bharambe said.

The Mumbai police said they
were unaware of this audit re-
port until last week. A
chargesheet in the case names
six channels including Republic
TV for fixing TRPs.

The officer added that ac-
cording to the report, in some
cases “rating appeared to be pre-
decided” and that there was
“cartelisation” of some former
senior BARC officials to assist
particular channels.

While BARC received the re-
port in July, it was only after the
Mumbai police wrote to them
that it sent the report to the po-
lice last week, nearly two
months after the FIR was regis-
tered. Bharambe added that in
addition to the BARC report, they
have also secured email trails of
former employees from BARC
servers that substantiates what
was found in the third-party au-
dit report.

Responding to the arrest of
its former CEO and COO, a BARC
India spokesperson said, “The
development related to the two
ex-employees of BARCIndiais a
part of an ongoing investigation
for which BARC management
continues to extend its support
and cooperation to the law en-
forcement agencies...”

son for all things we do with lan-
guage, literature, history, poetry
and Indo-Persian history...” said
Anusha Rizvi, producer and de-
signer at Dastangoi Collective.
Adecadeago, respondingto a
reporter, he had said: “I came to
the conclusion that Faruqi until
age 35 was created by many
Western poets and novelists and
dramatists... and Western theo-
rists of literature, and Ghalib.
Faruqi after 35 and until age 40
was created and nurtured by a
sustained interlocution with
Ghalib, closely followed by Igbal
and western writers. Faruqi after
40was generated almost entirely
by Miir, followed by Igbal, Sabk-e
Hindi Farsi poets, 18th century
Urdu poets, and Ghalib. Now,
Farugqi is nearly 75 and doesn’t

fruition as a revitalised perform-  want to go anywhere else.”

ance form. He was not justa men- FULL REPORTON

tor but the greatest resource per- www.indianexpress.com
New Delhi | ]

and Other Courts (HumanRights
Courts, Family Courts, Motor
Vehicle Tribunal, etc),and an 18-
metre-wide road.

Ironically when the Fadnavis
regime proposed the modifica-
tion, there was stiff opposition to
it. Alleging that the land in ques-
tion was “mangrove land”, the
then Leader of Opposition
(Assembly)  Radhakrishna
Vikhe-Patil, who has since joined
the BJP, had even accused the
Fadnavis government of “pass-
ing undue benefits to the land
owner to the tune of Rs 80,000
crore” by way of the modifica-
tion, a contention that Fadnavis
had contested.

A senior official, meanwhile,
said the landholder had also sub-
mitted a report by the govern-
ment’s mangrove cell stating
that the land is “clear of man-
groves.”

Vajpayee
foresaw danger
of China’s
unchecked rise:
USIBC chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

FORMER PRIME Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was able to fore-
see what many others couldn't
and anticipated the “potential
dangers posed by a rising and
unchecked China”, US India
Business Council chief Nisha
Desai Biswal said Friday.
Speaking at
the first memo-
rial lecture on
Vajpayee’s birth
anniversary or-
ganised by the
Ministry  of
External Affairs,

Nisha Biswal—who
Desai has served as
Biswal the US Assistant

Secretary of

State (equiva-
lent to Joint Secretary in the
Indian  government)—said
Vajpayee “saw the importance of
a US-India partnership, built on
the foundation of our demo-
cratic values, to advance a rules-
based order that would enable a
more peaceful, prosperous and
pluralistic Asia”.

She said the Trump presi-
dency has brought a “realistic
and sharp focus” on the exigent
priorities and rapidly changing
geopolitics of Asia.

“The last several years have
seen a more aggressive and as-
sertive China that sought to
leverage its growing economic
clout to advance its strategic am-
bitions, often at the expense of
its neighbours,” Biswal said.

She said Prime Minister
Vajpayee foreshadowed the
challenges that are now playing
out across the Indo-Pacific.

And in the face of these
“destabilising actions”, she said
that the US and India have forged
a closer partnership and
cooperation.

“With the incoming Biden-
Harris Administration, there will
be arenewed focus on restoring
our global alliances and
strengthening our global institu-
tions,” she said.

External Affairs S Jaishankar,
who presided over the address,
said Vajpayee had an intuitive
understanding that the post-
Cold War world required India to
drastically rework its relation-
ships and this vision led to a new
beginning in ties with the US.

Paying tribute on his 96th
birth anniversary, Jaishankar
said India’s principled approach
of engaging China on the basis of
mutual respect and mutual sen-
sitivity also reflects Vajpayee's
thinking.



Onthe Occasion of

Good Governance Dav
(25 December, 2020)

Sh. Manohar Lal
Chief Minister, Haryana i
unveiled : [

New Announcements

‘Sooksham Sinchai Se Har Khet Me Pani' Registration facility in any Tehsil of the District

Scheme to pravide canal-based water and sewerage treated Facility will be started from April 1, 2021. Online process for property
water to farmers in their fields through Micro Irrigation Project, registration already started in September 2020.
it will be implemented from January 1, 2021,

CLUs Will Be Online Completely

'Mukhyamantri Bagwani Bima Yojana'
+ Online facility of land use change system (CLU) in the State.

20 horticultural crops included in this scheme to » Allthe CLUs will be available online and permission will be
compensate for the losses due to natural calamities. available within 30 days.

‘One Time Registration for Application’ Facilities to Employees

+ Applicants of Haryana Staff Selection Commission and Haryana .
Public Service Commission will have to fill personal details only once. ' Deemed AGP will be provided to Government employees in case of
« Application form will be linked to the Parivar Pehchan-Patra and defay of 3 monins on AGP due to any reason.
applicant will nat have to deposit the fee again and again. |

Enhancement in Honorarium for the Sporis Awardees

'Haryana Credit Guarantee Scheme' of the State from January 1, 2021

; N ' » Monthly honorari fArjuna, Dronacharya & Dhyan Chand
= Under the Credit Guarantee Scheme for the students studying in 2 aw};rdeesrinégge d f{rg?'n ,Hsriﬁnmﬂ mFFats.Eﬂ SSE

~ the higher educational institutions of the State. « Monthly honorarium of Rs.20,000 to the winners of Tenzing Norge
* Higher education loan will be available at lower interest rate. National Adventure Award and Rs.5,000 monthly to Bhim awardees started,

4

Launch/Expansion of New Schemes

Winners of Atal Bihari Vajpayee Integration of Parivar Pehichan Patra with the
Good Governance Award - 2020 Services being provided on Saral Platform Information System
Digital Project ——— Various services and benefits of « \arious applicants of forest department

: : s integrated under this scheme,
T TR T T ——ry schemes will be available to the citizens

= Sizawise infarmation of nurseries and
Sh, Chander Shekhar Khare, 145, Sh, Rajiv Rallan, 145 at thelr doorstep. : RO .
a-Kharid Partal Sh. Munizh Chandan & raaﬂn P species wise information of plants

(Fond Suppies and Canaumer-Afairs & Information: Teckaology will be available for the pEU]]EE.

Eleciranic 4 Gamg lion O | 3 % § 5 i
—— e R e-Office Launched in all District Offices
Online Release Orders & Wrz, Dheers Khandehwal, 145, Mr. BC. Meena, [AS T = x
Billing System (ERP) Mrs, Varsha Kiiangwal, HCS, Me Pardeep Kaushal & Team e - Distribution of Title Deeds
Goftware sindarmalicn, Pubic Relalions and Larghages Depariment) Initiative to ensure ac Cﬂumablllt}’ and under Svamitva Scheme

transparency and to perform paperless work,
On Good Governance Day

T title deeds provided to 18,323 beneficiaries of

_enham::::m ﬁ:ﬂn‘;’ ground o mm;:r ﬂm 'ﬁi . Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) 81 villages of 12 districts.

Ashia app o cover il ey fams. s, - ErabNInt Bmgh. started through this system. More Villages included under

Dr. VK. Banzal & Team
TR S [Heath Dt Mhara Gaon Jagmag Gaon

Implementation af Mr. Rajeew Arora, 182, Or. Prabhjol Singh, (42 ]
eSanjeevani OPD Mr. Suraj Bhan Kambo] & Team Partal for Horticultural Products From 25 December 2020, 24-hours

telecansuitation services. fHeath Department) .
Mr. Rajeey Arora, [AS, Mr. Ashok Bumar Meena, 145 power Suﬂply 0 EUE mere w”ages Df thE‘

Ayushman Bhiaral Ms. Amneet P Kumar, 145 & Team Portal started in Hindi for online sale of state, along with more than 5,000 villages.

[Fett B ey horticultural products/vegetable plants,

Achieving immunization Mr. Rajeey Arora, 145, Dr. Pratifijot Singh, 145 & Team
Tor all under universal :

immunization grogramme [Healih Dzpart=ri) Passport facility for students

Mr. V. Umashankar, I35, Or. Rakesh Gupla, 145 ['"g“m Public i_ihrary
Antyodaya-zaral Mr. Deepak Bansal & Team

[apartinznt of Information Teehnokgy Electranics mod Gommanicetion) Pas Spo rt distribution for EEI'”EQE students

Mare than 6 crore e-Books and other ﬂtulj}l'
Mr. Vijayandra Kumar, 145, Mr. Yashpal, 145 & T e ! started under the scheme.
Jansabayak mobile app, T :,,m.mm,m,,_;;:f;m - material will be available on e-Granthkosh.

Encouragement to Diversitication | Mr. Devender Singh, 142, Dr. Arjun Singh Saini & Team
and agriculture growih {Harlicuture Depar ment]

Information, Public Relations & Languages Department, Haryana | www.prharyana.gov.in "\?
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WORDLY WISE
NON-VIOLENT PROTESTS ARE SIGNS OF A HEALTHY
DEMOCRACY, NOT AN AILING ONE. —
CHRISTOPHER A. WRAY

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

SOWING TRUST

That’s the challenge for the Government as it draws the line on
reform; mocking those who have anxieties doesn’t help

LMOST A MONTH since their laying siege to the national capital, the farmer

protests against the Centre’s three agricultural reform laws show no signs

of ebbing. On Friday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that his govern-

ment was ready to engage with the protesters — including those “with
political agenda” and “ideologically against us” — but this could only be based on “facts
and logic”. In short, there was no question of repealing or even, as suggested by the
Supreme Court, withholding the implementation of the three laws. The farm unions,
on the other hand, have expressed a willingness to return to the negotiation table, pro-
vided the discussions relate to providing “legal guarantee” for minimum support prices
(MSP) of crops beyond simply the government’s “written assurance”. As for the three
laws, they would settle for nothing short of outright repeal.

This is a standoff nobody had bargained for. Certainly not the Modi government, while
steamrolling the legislation first via the ordinance route and then through Parliament. The
amendments it is proposing now — particularly to the most contested Farmers’ Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act — could well have beeninserted dur-
ing the course of informed debate in both Houses and after soliciting genuine stakeholder feed-
back. Not only did it fail to reach out to the naysayers then, the same dismissive approach
was adopted when the protests began initially in Punjab and then at Delhi’s doorsteps. The
demonstrators were variously called anti-national, ultra-Left and Khalistan sympathisers-led.
Even in his outreach address, the Prime Minister blamed the parties that had “ruled Kerala
and West Bengal” for “misguiding the farmers of Punjab”. Such talking down s least helpful
in asituation that calls for dialogue and more dialogue.

The core problem today is a breakdown of trust — between the government and farm-
ers from the granary of India. These are men and women who cannot be easily misled. They
know that the regime of open-ended MSP procurement and paddy-wheat monoculture is
both fiscally and environmentally unsustainable. And they aren't wholly unjustified in assum-
ing that the new farm laws may well be a disruptive game-changer; hence the demand for
“legalising MSP”. Having staked so much political capital on the reforms, whose intrinsic
merit cannot be doubted, the onus is entirely on the Modi government to engage with the
farm unions. The usual tactics of divide, defame and divert clearly haven’t worked; if any-
thing, they have been counterproductive and added to the already elevated distrust. This is-
n'tabout farmers being misled by election-losers who want selfies, this is about much-needed
reform that needs political management with tools smarter than a sledgehammer. The ear-
lier the government realises this, the easier it will be for it to break the deadlock.

ABHAYA

Through the 28 years since her murder, a few good individuals
kept their faith in due process and moved the wheels of justice

HE WHEELS OF justice turn slowly, more so when the accused are on the side
of power and the powerful. In the case of Abhaya, it took 28 years for the inves-
tigative agencies to establish that the 21-year-old nun, found dead in a convent
inKeralain 1992, was murdered. On Wednesday, a CBI special court judge held
anun, Sephy, and a priest, Thomas Kottoor, guilty of Abhaya’s murder and sentenced them
tolife. A closure in the case after these many years — Abhaya’s parents died as the case laboured
in the courts — hardly calls for celebration but it does evoke a sense of trust in due processes.

The verdict is a victory for a few good individuals who selflessly, and at great personal
risk, fought off attempts by powerful interests to deny justice to Sister Abhaya. A crime branch
probe had concluded that she suffered from depression and committed suicide by jumping
into a well in the convent. A CBI probe reached a similar conclusion and sought to close the
case. It was a little-known social activist, Jomon Puthenpurackal, from the same congrega-
tion as the victim and the accused, who pursued the case in the courts. Judges in the lower
courts refused to accept the investigating agencies’ closure reports and prodded them to dig
deeper. Finally, the testimony of an eye witness, Raju, who had intruded into the compound
at night, sealed the case. A poor labourer, Raju refused to change his statement through the
trial, despite reportedly receiving physical threats and financial inducements. His explana-
tion was simple: As the father of three girls, he had to fight for Abhaya.

The moral courage and perseverance shown by Jomon, Raju and others in their pursuit
to ensure justice for a woman with no social or political capital, and who they did not even
know, is in sharp contrast to the attitude of the (Knanaya) Church and a section of law enforcers,
who, in fact, were duty-bound to protect her. In her case, the Church, which is morally and
theologically committed to stand with the weak and the truth, chose to gloss over the crime.
More recently, nuns in Kerala, across denominations, have come out against institutional
corruption, particularly sexual crimes. Some in the clergy have rubbished these allegations,
attempted to tarnish their reputation. This is in sharp contrast to the stand of eminences such
as Pope Francis who have acknowledged the history of male domination and abuse of women
and children. The Abhaya verdict should be a moment for renewal and reflection — at both
levels, individual and institutional.

CONVERSATIONS WITH TIME

Shamsur Rahman Farugi spent a lifetime in conversation with
Urdu poets and poetry, and reclaiming its modernist spirit

HAMSUR RAHMAN FARUQI rejected, like the character from his majestic novel,

Kai Chand thé Sar-e Aasman (2006), “the notion that the past is a foreign country

and strangers who visit there cannot comprehend its language”. His lifetime’s

work, as a poet, critic, translator and theorist of Urdu literature, was spent in con-
versation with this rich terrain, especially the culture of poetry that flourished in 18th and 19th
century Delhi,and torecall and reincarnate a lost age of eloquence for a contemporary Indian
audience. In his death on Friday, the world loses one of the last great writers of Urdu, a lan-
guage birthed in the mash-up and synthesis of subcontinental cultures.

Faruqi took the Urdu literary establishment by stormin the late 1960s with aliterary jour-
nal, Shabkhoon, that was as uncompromisingly high-brow as it was irreverent. He sought to
wean away literary criticism from ideas of social purpose and themes to a tough-minded
modernist consideration of form and structure, much like T S Eliot did in his expositions on
Elizabethan poetry. Nearly a quarter of a century’s work went into a four-volume exegesis on
the life and works of Mir, freeing his works from limiting, moral analysis. But if he was a con-
noisseur of literary excellence, he was also a translator of pulp detective novels of Ibn-e-Safi,
and alate convert to the adventures of the medieval oral romance Dastan-e Amir Hamza, on
which he ended up writing a multi-volume analysis.

Faruqi came to fiction late — first through a collection of stories on Urdu poets, and, then,
through his magnum opus, Kai Chand, which he translated into English in 2013 as The Mirror
of Beauty. The novel plucks the story of Wazir Khanum, an unconventional 19th century
woman, from the footnotes of history to create a heroine of erotic power. It is, also, a celebra-
tion of a poetry that is inseparable from the business of daily life, and a Delhi that is a baitul-
mamur, a teeming house of beauty and bawdy, love and betrayal. Itis a plenitude thatis also

the legacy of Faruqi.
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The meaning of merit
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Supreme Court verdict exposes fallacy of using general

category as reservation for upper castes

PrATAP BHANU MEHTA

THE SUPREME COURT has, in a significant re-
cent judgment, Saurav Yadav versus State of
Uttar Pradesh, once again artfully negotiated
the thicket of issues arising out of reservation.
Thereis no question that Indianeeds acredible
and effective affirmative action, though it can
be debated over whether the current systemis
the best way of going about it. The matter be-
fore the Court arose in the context of compli-
cations that arise from trying to specify the re-
lationship between vertical and horizontal
reservations. Articles 15(4) and 16(4) enable
vertical reservation based on slotting the pop-
ulation in terms of SC, ST, OBC and General
Category. But there is also a class of reserva-
tions which cuts across all these categories and
arereferred toas horizontal reservation. These
can include reservation for women (in this
case, a 20 per cent reservation for women in
posts for police constables), differently-abled
persons, freedom fighters, army veterans and
other categories to whom we may choose to
provide reservation.

The problem arises in specifying the rela-
tionship between the two categories of reser-
vation. In cases like Anil Kumar Gupta v/s State
of Uttar Pradesh, the Court had made it clear
that horizontal reservation ought to be gener-
ally understood in compartmentalised terms,
as a nod to recognition of inequalities within
each vertical category. In this particular case
the problem was different, but it is illustrative
of some of the interpretive absurdities of our
system. There were 3,295 constable posts in
the General Category of which 188 went to
women. In filling up these vacancies, OBC
women were not considered. But here is the
absurdity. The last female candidate selected in
General Category secured 274.8298 marks. But
21 applicants in the OBC female category
scored more than these marks, including the
plaintiff who scored 276.5949 marks! But
these candidates were not considered against
the available General Category seats because
they were OBC. In short they were excluded
from competing from the General Category
positions even though they has scored more,
simply because they were OBC. The Court
rightly thought this was absurd.

This caseis an interesting miniature sociol-
ogy. One cannot help remark on the fact that

The judgments authored by
Justice Uday U Lalit and a
concurring judgment by
Ravindra Bhat are clear and
concise. They reiterate the
principle that groups eligible
for horizontal reservation
cannot be excluded from the
open category seats because
they are from other vertically
reserved category
communities, like SC or
OBC. Women from all
categories are eligible to be
considered for the open
category. As Justice Bhat put
it, the open category seats are
not meant to be a quota for
the non-reserved categories.
The consequence of the UP
government’s policy was in
effect to declare the open
category a quota for upper
castes. The Court has ended
this nonsense.

marks have to be computed to four decimal
places or higher to determine ones fate. It also
shows how, in effect, some state governments
are trying to use the open category seats as a
quota for general category candidates.

Other jurisdictions have involved similar
cases. The High Courts had been giving con-
trary directions: Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh excluded reserved category women
for consideration in the general category.
Rajasthan and Gujarat, amongst others, in-
cluded them. The Supreme Court, in a three
judge bench, ruled against the UP government
and clarified the relationship between hori-
zontal and vertical reservations. This was the
correct decision.

The judgments authored by Justice Uday
Ulalitand a concurringjudgment by Ravindra
Bhat are clear and concise. They reiterate the
principle that groups eligible for horizontal
reservation cannot be excluded from the open
category seats because they are from other ver-
tically reserved category communities, like SC
or OBC. Women from all categories are eligi-
ble to be considered for the open category. As
Justice Bhat put it, the open category seats are
not meant to be a quota for the non-reserved
categories. The consequence of the UP govern-
ment's policy was in effect to declare the open
category a quota for upper castes. The Court
has ended this nonsense. Second, in terms of
framing, it has also got one issue right. The
Court has often, very unhelpfully, contrasted
merit with reservation. And in popular parl-
ance meritis construed to be adeviation from
reservation. But this has always been a mis-
taken view of the relationship between merit
and reservation. In principle, reservation is an
instrument for identifying merit in individu-
als from historically marginalised communi-
ties. The Court is saying that by excluding the
adjustment of OBC women who had scored
higher against general category seats, the UP
government was ironically using the General
Category to exclude meritorious candidates.

Some scholars, like the brilliant Gautam
Bhatia in “Horizontal Reservations and the
Persistence of the Myth of Merit", (https://in-
dconlawphil.wordpress.com/) worry that the
Court's judgment does not go far enough. It is
still concerned with merit.In BK Pavitra versus

Union of India for example, the Court had tried
to be more radical and deconstruct the entire
logic of merit. It had argued rightly thatinclu-
sion must not be seen as the antithesis of effi-
ciency and merit; in factinclusion and substan-
tive equality are the aims of government. There
is a good deal to be said in favour of this argu-
ment. Thereis alsoalarger critique to be made
of the ideology of meritocracy, a critique to
whichIfully subscribe. But, as Saurav Yadav re-
minds us: Inclusion also takes place in the con-
text of a criteria of selection. In the current
framework, a recourse toa limited language of
merit is inescapable for one simple reason.
When the Court is using the term merit, it is
notdoing soinany exalted philosophical sense.
Itis simply pointing out that certain selection
criteria are being used. Such selection criteria
are also within particular reserved categories:
Why some OBC candidates are picked over
othersis also a function of selection criteria, in
this case marks. From this point of view, even
those who advocate reservation do not fully
give up on the meritocratic criteria of selection
— they just apply it differentially. What the
Courtwas concerned withis fairness in the ap-
plication of the selection criteria within the
overall framework of reservation.

Saurav Yadav is conceptually interesting for
this reason. Defenders of radical inclusion think
that social justice can be achieved by displac-
ing merit with inclusion. But this has the unin-
tended consequence of leaving intact the idea
that those included come through by casting
aside merit. In some ways, it actually shares
common ground with critics of reservation
who share exactly this premise. What the
Courtis trying todo, inaninteresting way, is to
argue that for its purposes, the opposition be-
tween merit and reservation needs to be de-
constructed — not because there is no such
thing as merit (as defenders of reservation
claim), or because there should not be reser-
vation (as critics of reservation claim). Itis try-
ing to say something more interesting:
Members of the reserved category must be
fully considered as falling under the rubric of
being potentially meritorious.

The writer is contributing editor,
The Indian Express
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BERALISM IN CRISIS

In Pakistan, the misfortunes of fundamentalism were foreshadowed

KHALED AHMED

THE WORLD is saying goodbye to liberalism.
Right-wing politicians win elections by de-
nouncing “liberals” and preside over self-
centred states wearing the badge of aggres-
sion against “liberal fascists”. The US under
Donald Trump, India under Narendra Modi,
the UK under Boris Johnson, Turkey under
Recep Tayyip Erdogan — and most East
European states who maltreat “refugees” and
shun foreigners — foreshadow the misfor-
tunes of tomorrow. Pakistan is no exception.
In March 2009, addressing a lawyers’
gathering at the Rawalpindi Bar, Imran Khan
belaboured a certain section of society as
“liberals” who fly “in the face of national
emotion” and hurt the state of Pakistan. He
particularly condemned their interpretation
of the phenomenon of the Taliban and their
obedient following of dictation from the US
inthis regard. (Five years later in 2014 Taliban
gunmen stormed the Army Public School in
the northern city of Peshawar. More than 150
people were killed, 132 of them children.) He
had also blamed the “liberals” for causing the
massacre of Lal Masjid in 2007 by pressur-
ing the Musharraf regime into taking brutal
action against its “innocent” seminarians.
He called those who set great store by hu-
man rights “liberal fascists”, a label that res-
onated with most Urdu columnists in a pre-
dominantly “religious” or “ideological”
Pakistan. Since Pakistan was never domi-
nated by “liberal fascists” it is quite possible
that he was attacking them in order to allow
himself to ignore the violation of human

The conservative is surer of
his thinking because it is
connected to the known
past; the liberal is less sure-
footed because he wants to
question the entrenched
attitudes of the past. Itis
certitude that inclines us to
punish those who don’t
agree with us. The liberal will
appeal to us to consider his
argument but will not
threaten us if we reject him.

rights by those who operated against the writ
of the state in the Tribal Areas. But oddly, Khan
never stopped being the favourite of the very
liberals he berated. He was an icon whose
achievement as a social worker they recog-
nised to strengthen their own argument.

Where does extremism spring from? If
you take liberal “uncertainty” and “doubt”
as your norm, then one can say extremism
springs from certitude. In doubt, there is
freedom to make concessions to those who
think differently. Doubt here includes self-
doubt to allow for a measure of altruism. It
is also from doubt that moderation em-
anates: The instinct of standing in the mid-
dle when everyone is taking sides and is get-
ting ready to clash.

The conservative is surer of his thinking
because itis connected to the known past;
the liberal is less sure-footed because he
wants to question the entrenched attitudes
of the past.Itis certitude that inclines us to
punish those who don’t agree with us. The
liberal will appeal to us to consider his ar-
gument but will not threaten us if we re-
ject him. The misapplied term “liberal fas-
cist” implies power that the liberal does not
wish to possess because he knows that his
thinking is too individualistic for the for-
mulation of a group capable of wielding the
power to punish.

The liberal voice as the gnawing con-
science of the nation has bothered others
too. Pakistan’s top Urdu columnist pub-
lished a plaint against the liberals on

February 3, 2001: “The ‘liberals’ are busy
demonising the Taliban and predicting
Talibanisation of Pakistan. On the other
hand, Islamic movements have a way of be-
coming moderate after reaching a certain
level of intensity, as it happened in Iran and
is bound to happen in Afghanistan”.

According to the above columnist,
Pakistani society was altogether of a “dif-
ferent sort” and would not succumb to
Talibanisation “after the Taliban have com-
pleted their conquest of Afghanistan”. In
fact, Pakistan was a “cosmopolitan” society
and would remain “cosmopolitan” and
would never allow the religious fanatics to
take over even if the latter became stronger
than at present.

In his next column (February 9, 2001),
the same columnist rebutted the “liberal ex-
aggeration” that, after the jihadi outfits are
done with Kashmir, they will turn upon
Pakistan. He even quoted a Quranic verse in
Sura Al Kafirun and its message of tolerance
as proof of Islam being a “liberal” religion.

Eight years down the road, the marginal
“liberal” was proved right. But judging from
the way the critique of Talibanisation has
spread around the country, one has to con-
cede that liberalism is not a political creed
but a bent of personality that may be found
in elements in both right-wing and left-wing
parties, and even among religious leaders.

The writer is consulting editor
Newsweek Pakistan
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MARCHERS ARRESTED

NAGPUR CITY HAS virtually turned into a po-
lice camp with policemen in uniform and
plain clothes all over the place locating
“Dindi” marchers. More than 2,000 persons
have been arrested since last night.
According to Sharad Pawar, former
Maharashtra Chief Minister, at least 10,000
persons have been arrested in eight districts
of Vidarbha and all hotels, rest houses, offices
of left democratic parties checked for any
marchers camping there. Madhu Dandavate
was arrested at Butibori, about 23 km from
Nagpur, while attempting to march to the
city. Pramila Dandavate and Mrinal Gore
were arrested in the afternoon when they

had gone to a hostel. Chandrajit Yadav,
Karpuri Thakur and Devi Lal are also ex-
pected to reach Nagpur.

ATROCITIES ON SCs, ST's

THE COMMISSIONER FOR Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes is of the opinion that
Central intervention to deal with atrocities
on Scheduled Caste communities and trib-
als in states and even use of force by Central
forces does not constitute infringement of
constitutional norms. Nor does such action
go beyond the scope or ambit of the execu-
tive powers of the Central government. The
view has been communicated to the presi-
dent N Sanjeeva Reddy by the Commissioner;

New Delhi

Shishir Kumar, in his report for 1978-1979.

X-MAS DAY

CHRISTMAS DAY BROKE the tedium of the US
hostages in Iran, brought a rampage of vio-
lence in Beirut and pointed up the year’s
changes in Poland, the only country where
Communism co-exists with mass devotion to
Christianity. The Polish Pope, John Paul,
wished the word, Happy Christmasin41 lan-
guages.InIran,aVatican envoy saw half of the
hostages — their first outside visitor in eight
months —and reported that they were in good
spirits. In Bethlehem, the city’s Arab Mayor,
Elias Freij, blamed the fall in the number of
tourists this year to the rise of terrorism.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The prime minister does not want this deal to be examined. What can already be
said with some certainty is that it prescribes an immediate downgrade for the UK

economy.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Ideology trumps analysis

Contrary to some recent observations, the newly released NFHS data reveals large improvements in
welfare for Indian children, women, and households. Then why the deep angst?

SURJIT S BHALLA

ATYPO HERE, a typo there, and soon it can be-
gin to add up to a “story”, a point of view. All of
us have made data errors in print — the editors
allow a “correction” post-publication, and do
so easily on the web pages. I have had occasion
to correct my own data, and everyone should.
We have been in the era of data-based policy
for some time now, not justin India but around
the world. There are several “fact-check” web-
sites around the world. This article should be
seen primarily in that light.

But there is more, much more, to the recent
data release of the preliminary results of the
National Family Health Survey (NFHS) for 2019-
20. These preliminary results have been re-
leased for 2019-20 along with comparable data
for the 2015-16 survey. Data are presented for 21
states (12 “big” and nine small), with a popula-
tion coverage of approximately 700 million.
Tabular data for 131 variables have been re-
leased for 2019-20, along with comparable data
for2015-16.The data show that there hasbeen
considerable improvement in many of these
131 indicators of social welfare; and that in very
few (you can count such instances on the fin-
gers of one hand) there has been stagnation
rather thanadecline.

But that is not the first impression one ob-
tains from the writings of distinguished schol-
ars like Jean Dreze (‘Give children weight’, IE,
December 19) and Abhishek Anand, Vikas
Dimble and Arvind Subramanian (‘New wel-
farismofIndia’s Right’, IE, December 22, as well
as editorials like 'Hunger Alarm' (IE, December
15), and pronouncements on worsening
teenage pregnancy.

Dreze starts his essay with the conclusion
that “leaving aside two or three countries like
Niger and Yemen, India has the highest pro-
portion of underweight children in the
world...”,and adds for effect that this propor-
tion is much higher than in neighbouring coun-
tries like “Bangladesh (22 per cent) and Nepal
(27 per cent)”. Subramanian and co-authors,
write that “after showing a slow but steady de-
cline, especially between 2005 and 2015, there
has been a disappointing reversal thereafter”.
The 'Hunger Alarm' editorial notes that “there
have been several indicators of the slowing
down of economic growth and employment
distress, which are bound to have an effect on
hunger and nutrition” (emphasis added). The
Hindu’s (December 15) verdict on worsening
in India was reflected in the title “Rise in
teenage pregnancy, higher anaemia rate in
women: NFHS-5 phase data”.

The collective interpretation one obtains
from reading these and many other articles on
the subject is that after years of progress on
health, nutrition, and child welfare, things have
reallyworsened in the last four years — 2015/16
t02019/20.Some authors are explicit, othersin-
dulge innudge-nudge, wink-wink — these four
years were also the first four years of the chang-
ing political order in India — the beginning of
Narendra Modi as Prime Minister.

[ have often stated in my articles (starting
from 'India, the Incomparable', The Economic
Times, March 3, 1989) that Indians suffer from
aspecial disease — we think we are unique. To
help negate this falsehood, it is important to
compare India with the rest of the developing
world, about 180 countries and a population
of 6.5 billion. Thus, data presented in the table
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WELFARE INDICATORS AND INDIA PERFORMANCE
INACOMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE:: 2000-2019

World Bank Development NFHS Data
| / i I Indicators Il Number
| Welfare Indicator 2000:2005:2010:2015 ; 2015/16 ; 2019/20 M Average
| } o Stunting-Height for weight (<5 years) : : Gain % pts
Q | India 533 487 433 379 359 355 28 (4%)
| - Developing World 302 284 :263: 26 CHILD WELFARE
\ Underweight (weight for age, <5 years) INDICATORS
i India . 459 439 364363 342 34 7(3.9%)
' Developing World 157 143 136 138 YOUNG WOMEN
Wasting (weight for height, <5 years) INDICATORS
India 175 196 176:208 : 215 215
Developing World 74 71 66 58 15 (4.1%)
Teenage pregnancies HOUSEHOLD
India 199 167 128 87 105 93 AT
Developing World 18 : 179:182: 179 RDIESIORS

tries to put interpretation, and data, into both
an absolute (for example, what happened in
India)and a worldwide perspective (what hap-
pened elsewhere in comparable economies).
The World Bank provides these comparable
dataonanannual basis and the data are easily
available to all who are interested. Trends in
hunger, nutrition, inequality, and growth
among others can be judiciously assessed ina
comparative perspective.

Let us look at some of the typos, falsehoods,
misinterpretation of the data. Dreze states that
the Bangladesh underweight percentage in
2015 was 22 per cent; World Bank (WB) data
statesittobe 30.1 per cent —some4.7 percent-
age point (ppt) lower than India, but not 12.8
ppt lower as implied by Dreze. WB figures for
all developing countries with data on stunting
(63 countries, population 2.5 billion): In 2000,
the stunting average excluding India was 29.3
per cent; in 2010 23.8 per cent; and in 2015,
28.7 per cent. In other words, a lot of zig-zag,
reversals, and no net improvement over 20
years. In contrast, the stunting average in India
was 46 per cent in 2000, 10 ppt lower in 2015,
and still lower in 2019.

Teenage pregnancies on the rise? Really?
In2005, teenage pregnancies in India were 19.9
per cent; in 2015, 8.7 per cent,and 1 ppt lower
in 2019. Net improvement — about 12 ppt in
15 years. Contrast this with a constant 10 ppt
higher level in the developing world over the
same period. The decline in teenage pregnan-
cies in India is a genuine success story. India
had the 10th lowest level in 2015, with Nepal
nine positions lower (16.7 per cent) and
Bangladesh (30.8 per cent in 2014) with the
ninth highest magnitude of teen pregnancies
(women 15-19 years of age).

Wasting: Not one of the authors looked at
the data on wasting (weight for height). A cu-
rious but revealing omission. The wasting per-
centage inIndiawas 17.5 per cent in 2000, and
3.3 ppt higher in 2015, and did not deteriorate
further in 2019. In contrast, in the same time-
period, wastage in the developing world im-
proved by 1.6 ppt.

None of the data presented above shows
India’s performance to have worsened post-
2015. In other words, the pessimistic conclu-
sion of “many” (or some) of a deterioration is
false. Further, according toa very large number
of NFHS indicators, welfare improved “big-
time” between 2015 and 2019. A summary ver-
sion of these datais as follows (comparable data
for other countries is not as yet available).

All data are for change (difference in per-
centages)asrevealed by NFHS on an aggregate
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Not one of the authors
looked at the data on wasting
(weight for height). A
curious but revealing
omission. The wasting
percentage in India was 17.5
per cent in 2000, and 3.3 ppt
higher in 2015, and did not
deteriorate further in 2019.
In contrast, in the same time-
period, wastage in the
developing world improved
by 1.6 ppt. None of the data
presented above shows
India’s performance to have
worsened post-2015. In other
words, the pessimistic
conclusion of ‘many’ (or
some) of a deterioration is
false. Further, according to a
very large number of NFHS
indicators, welfare improved
‘big-time’ between 2015 and
2019.

Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators; NFHS surveys 2015/16 and 2019/20, Note: World bank
indicators are % of relevant population, NFHS is % of population
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population-weighted basis, rather than on an
elevator economics basis as presented in many
dataanalyses on the subject, forexample, for X,
Y states showed an improvement and Z states
showed adecline.

Child Mortality: Data on three indicators
(neo-natal, infant and under-five) show an
improvement between 3 and 4 ppt.
Immunizations: This is one big story of im-
provement; for example, the hepatitis B vac-
cine percentage (for children 12-23 months)
increased from 64.8 per cent in 2015 to 83.6
per cent in 2019. Breast-feeding and diet of
children 6-23 months: Average gain of 4 ppt
for four indicators.

Negative trend in 26 children indicators:
Only two show a worsening. Children with
fever taken to a health facility (71.3 per cent
in 2019, as compared with 72.6 per cent in
2015); and children under five years who are
severely wasted — increase to 8.6 per cent
from 7.6 per cent in 2015.

Negative trend in seven young women
indicators: Zero. Modern birth control meth-
ods, age at marriage, teenage pregnancies,
and sexual violence all show improvement.
The average improvement in these sevenin-
dicators — 3.9 percentage points.

Negative trend in 15 adult indicators: Zero.
Average gain4.1 percentage points. Some of the
indicators show an increase of 9 percentage
points and above: Households with electricity
(9.2 ppt), improved sanitation facilities (17.3
ppt), clean fuel for cooking (18 ppt)and women
havingabankaccount thatthey use(29.8 pptin-
crease to alevel of 77.2 per cent in 2019).

Why such alarge divergence between per-
ception and reality? If there isimprovement in
close to a 100 indicators and stagnation (not
worsening) in very, very, few (less than five)
then why are there editorials, special shows on
TV, and scholarly (but motivated) conjectures
about the larger “reality” that maybe causing a
non-existent worsening? The intelligentsia,
both domestic and international, got the Modi
election, and his re-election, horribly wrong, As
Ihave argued earlier (The New Wealth of Nations
and Citizen Raj) one consistent explanation for
this mis-reading is that the old elite has not
come to grips with the reality that there is a
change in leadership on issues relating to poli-
tics, economics, culture, and society.

Bhalla is executive director IMFrepresenting
India, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Bhutan. Views
expressed are those of the author and do not
necessarily represent the views of the IMF, its
Executive Board, or IMF management

A new idea for Goa

The 60th anniversary yearis a chance to start reflecting

RAHUL TRIPATHI

ON DECEMBER 20, President Ram Nath Kovind
flagged off the celebrations for Goa’s 60th year
of liberation on the banks of Mandovi at the his-
toric Bandodkar Grounds in Panjim. It's an oc-
casion for the state toreflect onits accomplish-
mentsas well as failings as part of its integration
into the Indian Union.

As one of the smallest states in the Indian
Union, with excellent social and economicindi-
cators and a quality of life not enjoyed by many
in other states, Goa is indeed a class apart.
Perhaps no other land of such a scale has so
much history and made as much of a contribu-
tion to religion, art, music, cosmopolitanism
and nationalism as Goa has. At the same time,
in no other place, perhaps, has the battle for
identity, language, and ecology been as strong
as has been witnessed in Goa during the last
several decades. The other side of the story s of
people’s struggle for things that are critical for
their very existence — water, air and land.

The state and the political class in Goa have
been at aninteresting intersection of these two
often divergent trends, often as mediators, but
many a time as complicit forces in these bat-
tles. On questions of identity and language, as
witnessed in the 1967 opinion poll and the
movement for statehood culminating in 1987,
the political class and the state went along
with the people’s wishes. In recent struggles

overland, environment and water, in contrast,
they have often been seen as succumbing to
big capital and a different vision of develop-
ment that has flowed from Delhi and Mumbai
in the last two decades.

What kept the state’s hopes alive was the
ability of the political class and the people to
have avoice much bigger than their actual scale
and intensity, given its national and interna-
tional profile. That, perhaps, also united Goa’s
civil society and political society. For example, in
its early years, Jawaharlal Nehru, despite his ini-
tial disappointment with Goa on not naturally
giving the Congress the chance and opting for
regional parties, was clear in his 1963 message
to Goans that the state will always remain spe-
cial in the Indian mosaic and its identity shall
be protected. Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
whohasalways had a special place for Goain his
illustrious political career, in one of his speeches
marvelled at the then demand by people for
special status, not based on material benefits,
but for preserving their identity.

Seemingly tall leaders like former Chief
Minister Pratap Singh Rane and former Defence
Minister Manohar Parrikar, along with various
luminaries in academia, literature, defence, art
and culture, remained prominent ambassadors
of Goa, whowould always exude optimismand
hope that Goa would be able to put its views

across much strongly than its size. The result
was that with all its inner turmoil, Goa had the
optimism thatits promised uniqueness would
remain an article of faith. This faith is gradually
getting eroded if Goa’s trajectory in the recent
years is any indication. To quote a prominent
Goan academic, while Goais becoming part of
the Indian mainstream (and that was natural),
the nature of mainstreaming that has been go-
ingon over the years — political, economicand
ideational — has raised apprehensions. Thereis
asense of loss and this loss, it is feared, will be
difficult to recover. The onus lies on the rest of
India to make sure that the mainstreaming
emerges out of the diverse ideas that Goa has
stood for rather than subsuming them into a
paradigm of monolithic nationalism.
Politically, Goa appears to be heading to-
wards towards single party domination, follow-
ing more or less the pattern of the ruling party
poaching on the Opposition and fragmenting
it.But to say that Goa will become a single party
dominant state would be premature given its
history of defections. What is more worrying is
that there is often a disconnect between grass
roots level democracy as proffered by Goa’s vi-
brant gram sabhas and the ruling establish-
ment. Besides, thanks to the majoritarian po-
litical impulse creeping in the rest of the
country, thereis a feeling in Goa that the fringe

could become the mainstream, unsettling the
harmony that has been evident for centuries.

Goa's ideal economic model is linked to its
fragile ecology, which often militates against
big ticket capital that is gradually engulfing it.
While mining, the backbone of the economy,
saw a hiatus owing to a Supreme Court judg-
ment, the impact of the pandemic has left
tourismreeling. Meanwhile, the Centre wishes
to make Goa part of its big infrastructure push
which superimposes mega plans over a state
where micro planning should actually have
beenanorm. The state also fights an uphill bat-
tle with big neighbour Karnataka over the shar-
ing of river Mhadei (as Mandovi is known in
Karnataka), its lifeline. The despair on the
ground stems from the perception that the big-
ger state has a greater say in the corridors of
power in Delhi.

But the biggest battle perhaps is ideational.
Canthere be anew idea for Goa,away from the
popular ideas which have always harped on
Goa’s uniqueness, but have not done much to
protect it? The onus lies as much on the rest of
India to protect it, even as contemporary Goa
debates that idea. The 60th anniversary per-
haps gives us a chance to begin reflecting.

The writer teaches political science at Goa
University. Views are personal

All the

world’s

without a stage

The arts sustained many through Covid, but it
leaves behind formidable challenges for the artists

PADMAPRIYA
JANAKIRAMAN AND
MAANSI VERMA

ible and the rest. The transition of art to on-
line spaces has been a mixed bag. Amit
Mutreja, lead vocalist of Azaadi The Band, ar-
guesthatthe internet has proved tobe amore
democratic space, yet his band turned down
requests to performonline, as engaginga vir-
tual audience was challenging. The liberty to
express online is also affected by negative re-
actions and trolling of a scale not seenin the of-
fline space.

Going online also requires special skills.
Shyam Aravindakshan of Creative Dignity, a
movementaiming to provide reliefand reju-
venation toartisans, recalls the technical con-

DURING THE PANDEMIC, art became an ex-
pression of resilience for society. From peo-
plesinging together in their balconies to PPE-
clad doctors dancing to uplift their patients
to graffiti expressing gratitude for health
workers, people rediscovered the power of
art to heal in these sordid times. But how
resilient is the artist? “There are seven tribes
of street performers in India — street magi-
cian, snake charmer, animal trainer, juggler,
acrobat, street singer and behrupiya,” says
Ishamuddin Khan, a former resident of the
now-demolished Kathputli Colony slum in
Delhi, himself a madari magician who has
toured the world with his Indian rope trick.
“But there are no official figures on the num-
ber of street performers in India. They are not
acknowledged as artists.”

What is art and who is an artist? Within
the expansive spec-

straints in getting artisans online to sell their
crafts. From cataloguing to professional pho-
tographs to quality checks before shipments
to online payments, the artisans, having
largely produced for local markets, struggled.
The arts community has never had iteasy
but the worry is about life post-COVID-19.
From museums to dance, the digital is here
tostay. Apart from learning new skills, artists
will have to address how to reduce piracy,
while revisiting settled notions of copyright,
which otherwise get lost in a closed Zoom
room performance. But audiences for staged
performances will not disappear. Digital fa-
tigue and the charm of the live performance,
which highlights the symbiotic relationship
between artist and audience, should reflect
in deeper engagement by the audience. For
sustained income avenues, the sector has to
innovate by finding stronger connections
acrossrelated areas like education and health.
The pandemic has

trum of the creative |— ANEXPRESS IDEASERIES — brought to the disor-
sector, many are ganised artist commu-
jostling for recognition 5o nity some improve-
of their c.rafE1 in adle_lﬁg(vjely , , 4 ments —collaboratilon
unorganised andill-de- to create new works,
fined industry. Already higher online visibility,
having survived onun- and the ability toreach
certain incomes, the COVID audiences and con-
pandemic aggravated ‘K 7 sumersdifferently. The
the vulnerable condi- SHADO ) Indian creative sectoris
tions of artists across NE ‘ V YE AR seeing togetherness.
the board. A British But whether the com-
Council, ICCland ArtX “— LIGHT Em— mpnity stands for sus-
Company study onthe tained advocacy with

impact of COVID-19onIndia’s creative econ-
omy reveals that self-employed professionals
and MSMEs make up 88 per cent of the in-
dustry, 70 per cent of the respondents faced
temporary business disruptions and 33 per
cent lost up to half of their annual income.
The anticipated lower levels of tourism, drop
in purchasing power and reduction of fund-
ing for arts could amplify this further. Yet, in
the government’s many financial assistance
packages, artists found no mention.

Inthe absence of institutional support, the
creative community came together to help
theirown. Among many other organisations,
the Cine & TV Artists Association (CINTAA)
stepped in to provide rations, funds, emo-
tional and medical support to struggling
artists and their families.

But financial distress wasn’t the only fall-
out of the pandemic — it closed avenues for
artists’ self-expression. Kathak dancer Aditi
Mangaldas responded by uploading videos
of impromptu, unrehearsed performances.
However, acknowledging her own privilege,
Mangaldas pointed out how her company’s
dancers struggled to find equipment and
even space in their homes to perform and
record their work. Dancer Dr Swarnamalya
Ganesh created ‘I Am a Dancer under
#Lockdown’, in which she herself handled
the camera, editing and post-production. But
she fears that the pandemic has increased the
schism between those who will be more vis-

the government and private sector for recog-
nition and support remains to be seen.
Governments are increasingly interested
in regulating the expression of art online. But
whatthey need tofocusonisreducing theal-
ready deep divide in the art world between
the privileged and underprivileged. While
some art forms will go digital, street/festival
performances are difficult to showcase online.
So,should they be lost? Governments should
makeatransparentdirectory of artists so that
grantsand other schemesreach theright ben-
eficiaries. Apart from firming up anti-cyber-
bullyinglaws, the need of the houris torecog-
nise gig workersin this sector and strengthen
policies that support cultural assets.
Notevery formof artis economically self-
sustainable. The downsizing of the creative
sector will have anegative impactonjobsand
revenues, levels of innovation, citizen well-
being and the vibrancy and diversity of com-
munities. Philanthropy for the arts has togrow.
The appreciation forart’s contribution in pro-
viding society with a semblance of normalcy
during these isolated times must be cultivated
into respect and value for an artist’s labour.
Else, as a country, we will be collectively re-
sponsible for the loss of our cultural lineage.

Janakiraman is a National Award-winning
filmactress, dancer and public policy
researcher. Vermais a consulting
researcher with Sahapedia

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BJP’S HYPOCRISY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Bury the
legacy’ (IE, December 25). The govern-
ment's move to file an appeal at the
Singapore seat of the permanent court of
arbitration challenging its judgment in
the Vodafone retrospective taxation case
is preposterous and legally untenable.
The fact that the appeal was filed in the
aftermath of Permanent Court of
Arbitration(PCA)at The Hague passinga
judgment against India holding the retro-
spective demand of taxation was in
breach of fair treatment envisaged under
the UK-India bilateral investment treaty
will dent the image of the country to dis-
suade investors.

Ravi Mathur, Noida

EDUCATION IGNORED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘My
school vs. your school’ (IE, December
25). If education does not find reso-
nance among the political class, it is
the people, the voters, who are to be
blamed. Instead of letting politicians
focus on religion and caste, we should
make them accountable for issues
which can make a difference in our
lives. While development is now be-
ing courted by the leaders and jobs
find mention in the political lexicon, it
is education which is the foundation.

Kamna Chhabra, Gurgaon
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THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘My
school vs. your school; (IE, December
25).UP government’s claim about the
superiority of its schools is reckless
imagination. No other state in India
has misused education policy as a
weapon in politics as UP. During
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s chief minis-
tership, teaching in English was made
optional followed by allowing copy-
ing in examinations as a sort of right.
But the state government’s focus
seems divided between correcting the
system and rewriting the history
books for students.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

New Delhi
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

Notice is hereby given that, We,
Sanjay Ganjoo and Sunita
Ganjoo, residing at Flat No.
1801, Mantova Mahagun
Moderne, Sector-78, Near
Mahagun Mart, Noida, Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 have changed
the name of our son from
Poorvash Ganjoo to Purvash
Ganjoo vide affidavit dated 21-
12-2020 sworn before notary
Sanjeev Kumar Sharma,
Gautam Budh Nagar, forall
purpose 0040558709-1

Notice is hereby given that, I,
Suneeta Ganjoo w/o Mr.
Sanjay Ganjoo residing at Flat
No. 1801, Mantova Mahagun
Moderne, Sector-78, near
Mahagun Mart, Noida, Distt.
Gautam Budh Nagar, Uttar
Pradesh-201301 have changed
my name to Sunita Ganjoo
vide affidavit dated 21-12-2020
sworn before notary Sanjeev
Kumar Sharma, Gautam Budh
Nagar, for all purposes.

0040558710-1

ISheetal d/o Shriom R/o Plot
No-83 Nanda Enclave,
Najafgarh ND-110043 declare
that Sheetal and Sheetal
Yadav are same person.

0040558703-1

IShriom S/o Charan Singh R/o
Plot No-83,NandaEnclave,
Najafgarh ND-110043 declare
that Shriom and Shriom
Yadav are same person.

0040558703-2

1, ANITA DEVI W/0O,
NO.14649688P NK/ AUTO A VEH
DEVENDRA SINGH, R/O-VILL-
NAGLA KARE POST-
MANKENDA, TEHSIL+DIST-
AGRA,U.P-283102 I,CHANGED
MY,NAME,FROM ANITA
KUMARI TO ANITA DEVI
VIDE.AFFIDAVIT DATE-23-12-
2020, BEFORE MANDAN LAL
GUPTA.(DELHI). 0040558724-6

I, Amritha S D/o Unni
Sudhakaran R/0.H.N0.35-C,
Pocket-A-1, LIG-Flat, Mayur
Vihar Ph-3, Delhi-110096, have
changed my name to Amritha
Sudhakaran. 0040558729-1

I,Rajan Tyagi,S/0-Subodh
Kumar Tyagi,R/0-445,Niti
Kand-3, Indirapuram,
Ghaziabad,U.P.-201014, inform
thatin my all Educational
record,my father name has
wrongly mentioned as Subodh
Tyagiinstead of Subodh
Kumar Tyagi. 0040558719-7

I,MOHAN SINGH S/0O VASTI
RAM, H.NO-2E/111, WARD. NO-
11,N.H-2, FARIDABAD,
HARYANA-121001, have
changed my name to MOHAN
SINGHBHATIA.  0040558719-6

I,Ashok Kumar,S/o Late.Ansuya
Prasad Nautiyal,
R/0.0MQ.No0.484/1 officers-
Mess North-Camp Air-Force-
Station Bamarauli Prayag
raj,UP-211012, have changed
my name,from Ashok Kumar
to Ashok Kumar Nautiyal,vide-
Affidavit,dated-24-12-2020 at
New-Delhi. 0040558724-7

1, AANCHAL D/O ASHOK
SHARMA R/O HNO.E-31,
GURDWARA ROAD, PRASHANT
VIHAR, RAJAPUR KALAN,DELHI-
110085. CHANGED MY NAME TO
AANCHAL SHARMA.

0040558719-2

I, hitherto known as Raj Kumar
alias Raj Kumar Jain, S/o Sh.
Chander Bhan,R/0-286,First
Floor,AGCR Enclave, Delhl-
110092,have changed my
name,and shall hereafter be
known,as Raj Kumar Jain.

0040558711-1

I, Viney Kumar alias Viney S/o
Shankar Lal Aggarwal R/o-C-
164, Prashant Vihar, Delhi-
110085, have changed my
nameto Vinay Kumar.

0040558719-9

I, Udit Kumar Choudhary S/o
Jile Singh R/0-105, PKT-2, Sec-
23, Rohini, Delhi-110085 have
changed my name to Udit
Kumar Chaudhary.

0040558719-8

l, Suneel Choudhary S/o Brahm
Singh R/0 H.N0.55-C, IlIrd Flr,
Street No.6, Majlis Park,
Adarsh Nagar, Azadpur, Delhi-
110033 have changed my name
to Sunil Choudhary for all
future purposes. 0040558690-1

l, SHIKHA VOHRA w/0 Rishabh
Chadhar/o 125, Kohat Enclave,
Pitam Pura, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to SHIKHA
CHADHA. 0040558695-1

1, SANJAY s/0 BRIJ MOHAN
SHARMA, H.NO-KC-5, 3rd-
FLOOR,GANESH-NAGAR,
SHAKARPUR EXTENSION,
DELHI-110092,have changed
my name to SANJAY KUMAR
SHARMA. 0040558724-1

I, Rajiv Kumar S/o0 O.P.
Bhatnagar, R/0 RZ-10/316, Gali
No.7, Gitanjali Park, West
Sagarpur, New Delhi-110046
have changed my name from
Rajeev Kumar to Rajiv Kumar
for all future purposes. Both
name belongs to same person.

0040558708-1

I, Ritika Ahuja R/0-Pocket-A, 6B
Siddhartha-Extension, New
Delhi-110014, have changed,my
minor son’s name,from Rachit
Talwar to Rachit Ahuja
permanently. 0040558711-2

I, NARENDRA KUMARS/O NET
RAM SHARMA R/0 9-D, 2nd-
FLOOR, KAMLA NAGAR, DELHI-
110007. HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO NARENDER KUMAR.

0040558719-3

I, Madan Lal,S/o Late Shri.Jamna
Das Gupta, R/0-9559, Gali Mill
Wali,Sadar-Bazar, Azad-Market,
Delhi-110006,have changed my
nametoMadan Lal Gupta.

0040558719-5

I, MAHABIR PARSAD S/O DEEP
CHAND JAIN RESIDENT 4/177,
GALINO-9, SONIPAT, HARYANA
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
MAHABIRJAIN.  0040558724-4

I, KRITI W/0 SANJAY KUMAR
SHARMA, H.NO-KC-5,3rd-FLOOR,
GANESH NAGAR, SHAKARPUR-
EXTENSION, DELHI-110092.have
changed my nameto KRITIKA
SHARMA. 0040558724-2

1, JASMEET KAUR KOHLI W/O Mr.
GURPREET SINGH KOHLIR/O G-
605 RANJIT VIHAR II, PLOT
NO-16, DWARKA SECTOR- 23,
SOUTH WEST DELHI, DELHI-
110075 INDIA. | HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME FROM
JASMEET KAUR TO JASMEET
KAUR KOHLI FOR ALL
PURPOSES 0040558684-1

I, Gagandeep Gujral alias
Gagandeep W/o-Davinder Jeet
Singh, R/0-39, 3rd-floor,
Pocket-11A, Sector-22, Rohini,
Delhi,have changed my nameto
Gagandeep Kaur 0040558719-10

I, Brajesh Kumar S/0, Rati Ram
R/0,22Vikas Kunj, Vikas Nagar
Delhi-110059, have changed
my name to Brijesh Kumar Pal.

0040558719-4

I, Brahm Singh Choudhary S/o
Harphool Singh R/0 H.N0.55-C,
Ilird Flr, Street No.6, Majlis
Park, Adarsh Nagar, Azadpur,
Delhi-110033 have changed my
name to Brahm Singh for all
future purposes. 0040558689-1

I, Archana S D/o Unni
Sudhakaran R/o H.N0.35-C,
Pocket-A-1, LIG-Flat, Mayur
Vihar Ph-3, Delhi-110096,have
changed my name to Archana
Sudhakaran. 0040558729-2

I, Avneesh Mathur, S/o-
Bhuvanesh Narain Mathur,
R/0-K-807,Prateek Laurel
Apartment,Sector-120,Gautam
Buddha-Nagar, Uttar-Pradesh-
201301,declare that name,of
mine has,beenwrongly-written
as Avneesh Narain Mathurin,my
Passport.N0.J6043866,and
Mathur Avneeshin my, PAN-
CARD-N0.AaSPM0984D,and
name of,my Father has been,
wrongly-writtenas BN Mathurin
my, Aadhar card.Theactual
name,of mineand my,fatherare
Avneesh Mathur,and Bhuvanesh
Narain Mathur. 0040558724-8

I, SARTHAK S/0 SANJAY KUMAR
SHARMA H.NO-KC-5, 3rd-
FLOOR, GANESH-NAGAR,
SHAKARPUR EXTENSION,
DELHI-110092,have changed
my name to SARTHAK
SHARMA. 0040558724-3

I, SRISHTI D/O-RAKESH DAHIYA
R/O HNO.62-P, SECTOR-15,
PART-4, SONIPAT-131001. HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SRISHTIDAHIYA.FOR FUTURE
PURPOSES. 0040558719-1

I, Arun Rawat,S/o0 Sh.Sohan
Singh Rawat, R/0 338-
C,Gazipur DDA-Flats, Delhi-
110096, declare that name of
my father has been wrofigly-
written as Sohah Singh Rawat
inmy 10th-pass
Certificate.The actual-name of
my father is Sohan Singh
Rawat which may be amended
accordingly. 0040558724-5

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Sarjeet Kumar s/o Radhey
Shyam H.No 3159 Gali No.72
Molarband Extension New
Delhi 110044 inform thatinthe
School record and Birth
Certificate of my minor son
ayush yadav my and my wife
name priyanka name are
wrongly written as Sarjeet
Yadav and priyanka yadav
which may be corrected

0040558712-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed that
my client Shri Harish Sharma S/o Late
Shri Kewal Kishan Sharma and Smt.
Chanderkanta Sharma is one of the
co-owners of undivided property
bearing no. O/43, Double Story, Nirmal
Puri, Lajpat Nagar-IV, New Delhi. No
body has any right, title or interest to
sell, transfer, create third party interest
in the said property. Any body dealing
as regards to the said property in any
manner shall do the same at his/her /
their risk, cost, consequence and peril.
Anybody can contact the undersigned
for any clarification.
Sd/- DALIP SINGH (Advocate)
184-A, Patiala House Courts,
New Delhi

NOTICE

Be it know to general public that my|
client Shri Pramod Kumar S/o Shri Raj|
Kumar, R/o 36-C, Second Floor, DDA|
Flats, Masjid Moth, Phase - I, New|
Delhi - 110048, is the owner of 25%)
share in the house property No. 53,
Daryaganj, New Delhi - 110002,
comprising of one Shop at Ground|
Floor, First Floor and Second Floor|
alongwith terrace by virtue of Will
dated 13th December, 2007 duly)|
registered with the office of Sub-|
Registrar-V, New Delhi.
My aforesaid client is the absolute|
owner in possession of the said
property and no one has any right, title|
or interest of any nature whatsoever in
the said property except my aforesaid|
client.
(Mohd. Qaseem) Advocate
B-855, MIF Flats East of
Loni Road, Delhi - 110093.

PUBLIC NOTICE
“My clients Shri Girish Lohia S/o Shri
Dharam Singh and Smt. Krishna W/o
Sh. Girish Lohia R/o Farm No.1, Road
No.1, Silver Oak Farms, Ghitorni,
Sultanpur, New Delhi- 110030 have
severed all their relations from their
son Robin Lohia and his wife Shikha
D/o Sh.Maharaj Singh Mavi and
disowned & debarred them from all
moveable and immovable properties
and shall not be responsible for the
acts, deeds and things done by Robin
Lohia or his wife in past, present or
future.”

\

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby informed
that my client Smt. Pushpa Saini W/o Late
Shri Pradeep Saini R/o Khasra No. 68/1,
Main Road Village Bhorgarh, Narela, Delhi
110040 have disowned her Real Son
namely Rahul Saini and his wife Namely
Manisha Saini from all her movable and
immovable properties and have severed
all her relations with them on account of|
their immoral conduct and intolerable
physical and mental cruelties with him.
Anyone dealing/transacting with them
shall be fully responsible for their acts and
my client shall not be responsible for any
oftheiractsin future.

Dharamvir Singh Chauhan (Advocate)
Ch. No. 322, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public at large is hereby informed that
my client Smt. Saroj Bala Tyagi W/o
Late Vishnu Dutt Tyagi R/o A-283,
Majlis Park, Delhi-110033 have
severed all kind of relations from her
step sons namely Harshvardhan Tyagi
and Rajvardhan Tyagi both sons of
Late Vishnu Dutt Tyagi due to their
indifferent and abusive attitude towards
my client and also disowned/debarred
fthem from all kind of movable and
immovable properties and assets
owned by my client. If any person deals
with above said persons then he/she will
be doing so at his/her own risk.
PANKAJ GUPTA ADVOCATE&
E.NO. D/101/200
389, Lawyers Block II,Delhi High Court,

\.Delhi-1,PH.-9811022227, 9717824555}
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(E-Tender Notice)

Dy. CME/Works for Chief Workshop
Manager, North Eastern Railway,
Mechanical Workshop, Gorakhpur-for
and on behalf of President of India
invites open tender through on line (E-
Tendering) for the following work:-
S.No.-1, E-Tender Notice No & Name
of the work: Tender No.: 03-MWS-
GKP-2020-21-1", "Supply and Fitment
of Venturi type Toilet ventilation
Arrangement in 100 LHB Coaches at
Machanical Workshop, Gorakhpur (As
per Drg. No. MP19 VENTLHB,
Version:0)" Estimated Cost:X 16,49,600/-,
Earnest Money: ¥ 33,000/-, Cost of
Tender forms: ZERO, Last date of tender
submission: Upto 11:00, Date 29-01-
2021, Period of Contract: 08 Months
e The details of above tenders are also
available on Indian Railway website
www.ireps.gov.in

Dy. CME/Works,
CPRO/Yantrik-78 Gorakhpur

About any passenger amenity complaint
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Do not smoke Bidi/Cigaratte in train.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

TRIVANDRUM (WORKS BRANCH)
E-Tender Notice
No.V/W/TVC/11/2020 DATED 24/12/2020
Divisional Railway Manager/Works
Branch/Trivandrum Division,
Trivandrum-14 for and on behalf of the
President of India invites online tenders
for the following works as per tender
notice given in our e-tender portal
www.ireps.gov.in. The
tenderer(s)/contractor(s) to apply for
e-tender for WORKS in Trivandrum
Division, need to get enrolled in the
e-tender portal www.ireps.gov.in and only

online tenders will be accepted.

1. Description: Divisional Engineer
South—Supply of welding portion 52 Kg &
60 Kg, equipments and supervision of
welding.
Approximate value (in lakh) Rs.354.26
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.327100
Period of completion in months: TWELVE
2. Description: Aluva Additional FOB
connecting PF No.1 and 2 & 3 (balance
work)

Approximate value (in lakh): Rs.79.37
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.158800
Period of completion in months: SIX

3. Description: Kayankulam —
Trivandrum section — Elimination of major
sag at Km: 185/950-186/200 UP in
Varkala P.Way section

Approximate value (in lakh): Rs.124.87
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.212400
Period of completion in months: TWELVE
4. Description: Trivandrum Division —
Provision of Multi Section Digital Axle
Counters (MSDAC) in Shoranur —
Ernakulam section — Construction of
Goomties (Engg. Part Est. for PB Item
No.1027 0f 2018 -2019)

Approximate value (inlakh): Rs.17.13
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.34300
Period of completion in months: NINE

5. Description: Trivandrum Sub
Division: Periodical cleaning of open well,
cleaning of OHT, GLRs & septic tank etc
Approximate value (in lakh): Rs.49.90
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.99800
Period of completion in months: TWELVE
6. Description: ZONE B — Supply of
materials and execution of miscellaneous
works in Trichur (excl) to Koratti Angadi
(excl) in Chalakudi permanent way
section

Approximate value (in lakh): Rs.21.00
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.42000
Period of completion in months: TWELVE
7. Description: Trivandrum Division —
Deep screening of Points and Crossings
by BCM in DEN/South Jurisdiction
Approximate value (in lakh): Rs.51.09
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.102200
Period of completion in months: TWELVE
8. Description: Repair and Maintenance
of LCs in Haripad —Ambalapuzha Section
(PB No0.25/2020-21, Ambalapuzha-
Haripad Doubling)

Approximate value (inlakh): Rs.25.76
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.51500
Period of completion in months: THREE

Deepa Rawat (Advocate)
Ch. No. 440, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

Tender Closing date of time: SI.No.1 to 8:
15.01.2021 at 11.00 hrs
Details of approximate value of tender,
EMD & location are given on the e-portal
www.ireps.gov.in. For Details of bid
submission, please refer website portal
www.ireps.gov.in.
Senior Divisional Engineer/Cordn
Trivandrum-14

Follow us on : [¥] twitter.com/@GMSRailway

SEARCH FOR MISSING GIRL

General Public is hereby informed that one girl namely
Shivani D/o Munna Sahani R/o H.No. B-9, Flat No. 650,
Lal Flat Sec-3, DSIIDC Bawana, Delhi Aged- 17 Years
has been reported missing since 11.12.2020 from the
area of P.S. Bawana, Delhi vide FIR No. 715/2020 u/s
363 IPC Dated 12.12.2020 has been registered at
Police Station Bawana, Delhi. Her physical description
isas under:-

Complexion: Fair, Height: 5'3", Face: Round, Built:
Medium, ID: Burn marks on forehead, Wearing: Sky
blue coloured kurti, black coloured leggings and slipper
in feet.

Any person having any information/Clue about this
missing girl, may inform SHO, Bawana, Delhi at E-mail :
cic@cbi.gov.in or website : http://cbi.nic.in

Tele No. : 011-24368638 or 24368641
FAX No. : 011-24368639
DP/677/0ON/2020

f@] NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ
E-Tendering Tender Motice
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SHO, Bawana, Delhi
Tel.: 011-27752534
Mob.: 7065036321
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GOVERMMENT OF PUNJAB
QFFICE OF THE PRIMCIPAL RESIDENT COMMISSIONER
PUNJAB BHAWAN, COPERNICUS MARG
NEW DELHI-110001
TEHDER MOTICE
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L)\ sTTETET ALLAHABAD
Zonal Office, Budh Marg, Patna-800001
CORRIGENDUM
Please refer to our SALE NOTICE
published on 12.12.2020 in The Indian
Express. Property area was not print by
mistake for Property at Sr. No.14 (M/s Jai
Mata Dee Enterprises), which will be as
Area 1 Katha. Rest all the contents shall
remain same. Authorized Officer

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION)
E-TENDER NOTICE
NO.16-CECNMS-20-21-E-8992-II
Dated: 23/12/2020
The Chief Engineer, Construction,
Southern Railway, Egmore, Chennai 600
008 invites e-tender for the following
work(s) as per Notice Inviting Tender
(NIT) in our portal www.ireps.gov.in . The
tenderers/Contractors intending to apply
for the tender needs to get enrolled in the
portal www.ireps.gov.in and only
online tenders will be accepted. The
Cost of the tender form and the Earnest
Money Deposit (EMD) should be made
through online payment gateway
available in the website by the way of
multiple bank’s net-banking, debit card

and credit card.

NAME OF THE WORK: MRTS -
PHASE-II — Tirumailai — Velachery :
Proposed Construction of balance works
from Tirumailai to Velachery stations, (i.e)
at MUNDAKANNI AMMAN KOIL,
MANDAVELI, GREENWAYS ROAD,
KASTURBA NAGAR, INDIRA NAGAR,
THIRUVANMIYUR, THARAMANI,
PERUNGUDI & VELACHERY Station
buildings. (TWO PACKET SYSTEM)
Approximate Cash Value (Rupees):
18,94,65,216.54
Earnest Money Deposit (Rupees):
10,97,300.00
Period of Completion in Months:
10(TEN)
Closing Date @ 15.30 hrs 18/01/2021
For further details, please refer to web
site portal www.ireps.gov.in or contact
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer,
Construction, E.V.R. High Road,
Egmore, Chennai—600 008.

Chief Engineer (Construction).

Egmore, Chennai — 600 008.

Follow us on : [¥] twitter.com/@GMSRailway

Opp:

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LTD

(A Government of India Undertaking)

Head Office, Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link “USBRL” Project,
Satyam Complex, Marble Market, Extn-Trikuta Nagar, Jammu,
Jammu & Kashmir-180 011 India. Tel: +91-191-2480777
Window Advertisement

Notification No. KR/HO/JK/P/2-2020
KRCL invites applications for the post of full time Medical Officer on fixed remuneration
on Contract basis for USBRL Project to work at Udhampur-Srinagar- Baramulla, Rail Link
(USBRL) Projectin KRCL, Jammu & Kashmir.
The details such as number of post & interview date is as follows :-

e

Sr. Name of the Number of Date of
No. Post Post Walk-in-Interview
01 Medical Officer 01 (One) 18/01/2021

The walk in interview is scheduled to be held on 18/01/2021 from 09:30 hrs onwards at

"USBRL Project Head Office, Konkan Railway Corporation Limited.", Satyam Complex,

Marble Market, Ext-Trikuta Nagar at Jammu - 180011.

Candidates should see the details notification, eligibility criteria, date and time of Walk-in-

Interview on the KRCL website www.konkanrailway.com at the link -> Recruitment ->

Current Notification and may report directly for walkin-interview at the above address.
Chief Engineer/Works & Planning

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY
STCUTRTEA 3-TTGaT STHeTUT T

Hed Yol ygwId, gonfrafe, SR
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Ul & fod ud Sel R 9
$-fafaer & Areww | gafea et
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P SR & — s—fHfasT e 4.
2020—21 : 79 BTA BT ATH T €
: Conducting Mapping of Assets away
from track e.g. Land, Building,
Colonies, Workshops, Hospitals etc.
using GPS based Hand Held Devices
at isolated Locations on JODHPUR
Division. AT @FId &Y :
28,75,604.65 94T B I} WU -
57,500.00 fifaeT == dwam 2020-
21/79 ffaer uwga @=A @ fafyr
30.12.2020 &1 15.00 T TP % |
Jqarse &1 faawer W@l W
g—fafaer < 9 w9 o1 daeh @ -
www.ireps.gov.in 902-DH/20

Please join us on [ [1 (@) /NWRailways

| MPORTAN |

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Bareilly college Bareilly Civil Lines, Bareilly (U.P)

ﬂ BAREILLY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, BAREILLY

THATeR: - 176/UA1.3A. /2020-21
NOTICE INVITEING TENDER (NIT)
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Wi psPCL

Punjab Stale Power Corporation Limitoed

Regd. Off.: PSEB H.O., The Mall, Patiala-147001, CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813; Website: www.pspcl.in
OFFICE OF CHIEF ENGINEER / PP&R

D-3, SHAKTI VIHAR, PSPCL, PATIALA-147001, TEL. NO. 0175-2970894, E-mail: ce-ppr@pspcl.in, sepspcl.powersale @gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR SHORT TERM SALE OF ENERGY TENDER SPECIFICATION NO. PPR 10/2020

e-tendering page: http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
PSPCL invites tenders under two part bid system for sale of power to Ultilities, Distribution Licensees, Bulk consumers, Traders
(having valid Inter State Trading License issued by CERC for interstate trading of energy), as per table given below:

Period

Duration (HRS) Quantum (MW) Min Bid Qty. (MW)

01.01.2021 to 31.03.2021

00.00 to 24.00 500 20
07.00 to 10.00 250 20
17.30 to 20.30 250 20

1. | Last Date and Time of

ing of tender

from the website http://eproc.punjab.gov.in 31.12.2020 upto 11.00 AM

2. | Last Date and Time of

of tender 31.12.2020 at 11.00 AM

3. | Date and Time of opening of Part A&B of the tender document

31.12.2020 at 12.00 Noon

'(I|,-+’_5FSFEI_ Pun|ab State Bower Corparation Limited
Regd. Off.: PSEB H.O., The Mall, Patiala - 147001
CIN: U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website: www.pspcl.in
SHORT TERM
Open (Press) Tender Enquiry. No. 304/P-I/EMP-W 11766 dated: 11.12.2020

Scope of Work:  Annual Maintenance Contract for maintenance of Computer
Systems, Printers, Scanners & UPS installed at GGSSTP

offices.
Time Period: As per NIT
EMD: @2% of tendered value rounded off to a multiple of Rs. 10/-

on the higher side, subject to minimum of Rs. 5000/- and
maximum of Rs. 10.00 lac.
Last Date & Time for Sale of
Tender Document

Date and Time for apply for
Registration

Date & Time upto which Tender
shall be Received

Date & Time of Opening of Tender 07.01.2021 & 11.30 A.M.

A set of tender documents containing detailed technical specifications,
General instructions and terms & conditions can be obtained from SE./HQ
V&P.O. Ghanauli, GGSSTP, Ropar-140113 on payment of Rs. 1000+GST
@18% by Cash or Demand Draft drawn in favour of Accounts Officer/O&M,
GGSSTP, Rupnagar payable at Rupnagar (Ropar) Punjab.

NOTE: The prospective bidders are requested to visit the PSPCL's website:
www.pspcl.in periodically even after purchasing the tender documents
to check for corrigendum issued, if any. No corrigendum shall be pub-
lished in newspaper.

01.01.2021 & 5.00 P.M.
28.12.2020 & 5.00 P.M.

07.01.2021 & 11.00 A.M.

Sd/-
SE./HQ,
GGSSTP, Roopnagar.

RTP-59/2020
55/Pb

SR R a4 Hald, TAQR g, TR
T-25, dtamEdt. TRe, WRERE, IR TR,

IAYI-492001
Tele.: 0771-2888509,

E-mail: cfrpr @rediffmail.com
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107/Pb

Detailed NIT and Tender specification can be downloaded fromt he website of PSPCL i.e. http://eproc.punjab.gov.in
NOTE: It is informed that in case tender processis not completed due to any reason no corrigendum will be published in Newspapers. Details
regarding corrigendum may be seen on official, PSPCL website i.e. http://eproc.punjab.gov.in

Sd/- Dy. CE/PR,
PSPCL, Patiala

National Dairy Development Board

PB No. 40, Anand - 388001. Gujarat, India. Tel : 02692 - 260148 / 260149 / 260160,
Fax:02692-260159 Website : http://www.nddb.coop, Email : purchase@nddb.coop

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) / LOCAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING (LCB) ON LINE BIDDING

Bids are invited on behalf of Service Recipients from eligible bidders for the works listed below :

Sr. Description of Works / Estd. Cost | Event Start/| Bid Submission /
No. Bid Reference (3)/Duration| Close Date | Opening date & time
1 Civil, structural & Internal Electrification works for the following :-
A)| Ice Cream Plant of cap. 10000L per shift expandable to 30000L| 1510 Lakh/ | 26.12.2020/ | 15.01.2021 15:00 hrs.
perday atMadurai, Tamilnadu. 06 Months 15.01.2021 15.01.2021 15:30 hrs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:65/2020 (ET/65)
B)| ETP of cap. 20LLPD at Sabar Dairy, Himmatnagar, Gujarat. 774 Lakh/ 30.12.2020 / | 20.01.2021 15:00 hrs.
NDDB:HO:PUR:LCB:66,/2020 (ET/66)| 12 Months 20.01.2021 20.01.2021 15:30 hrs.

For further details pertaining to IFB and for downloading the bid document, please visit these websites : www.nddb.coop and
www.mstcecommerce.com/eprochome/nddb. For any clarification please contact Dy. G. M. (Purchase), NDDB, Anand 388001.
NB: Any corrigendum/modification etc. will be posted only on these website.

No. 423

Bid) for the following work:

PUNJAB STATE SPORTS COUNCIL

SCO NO. 116-117, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH.
TELEPHONE NO. 0172-2606400, 2668794, E-mail ID: directorsportspunjab2018@gmail.com & sportsxen@gmail.com

Secure Online Submission of Tenders
Online tenders on item rate basis as per the DNIT are invited on two bid system (Technical bid & Financial

(Punjab Govt. Undertaking)

Dated: 24.12.2020
NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Sr. Name of the Work Last Date of Opening of Bidding Documents
No. Online Submission
of Bid Technical Bid Financial Bid

1. Providing & Laying of FIH approved Global 15.01.2021 15.01.2021 To be Intimated
Category Hockey Turf (unfiled) with cast in situ at 11.00 A.M. at 04.00 PM. on the Website
15mm shock pad along with allied Civil works at
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Stadium, Ferozepur
(Punjab).

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 06, DATED 24.12.2020.

2. Providing & Laying of FIH approved Global 15.01.2021 15.01.2021 To be Intimated
Category Hockey Turf (unfiled) with cast in situ at 11.00 A.M. at 04.00 PM. on the Website
15mm shock pad along with allied Civil works at
Village Marar, Distt. Gurdaspur (Punjab).

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 07, DATED 24.12.2020.

3. Providing & Relaying of FIH approved Gilobal 15.01.2021 15.01.2021 To be Intimated
Category Hockey Turf (unfiled) with cast in situ at 11.00 A.M. at 04.00 PM. on the Website
15mm shock pad along with allied Civil works at
Surjit Hockey Stadium, Burlton Park, Jalandhar
(Punjab).

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 08, DATED 24.12.2020.

4. Providing & Laying of FIH approved Global 15.01.2021 15.01.2021 To be Intimated
Category Hockey Turf (unfiled) with cast in situ at 11.00 A.M. at 04.00 PM. on the Website
15mm shock pad along with allied Civil works at
Dhudike, Distt. Moga (Punjab).

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. 09, DATED 24.12.2020.

jab.gov.in

T /- Bank Account with Core Banking Solution Branches (with NEFT/RTGS facility). Sd/-
W m‘ Dr. Sanjay Mahajan,
a1 Executive Engineer (C),
85830 I I, TAYT 162/Pb Punjab State Sports Council, Chandigarh.

For detail of works, other terms & conditions & tender documents, the bidders can log in to https://eproc.pun-

For participating in the above e-tendering process, the Bidders shall have to get themselves registered with
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in and get user ID, Password. Class-3 Digital Signature is mandatory to participate in
the e-tendering process. Detailed Notice Inviting Tender and other tems & conditions are available on website:
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in. in all payments regarding purchase of bid document i.e., Tender form fee, process-
ing fee & earnest money shall be strictly through Online mode (e-payment only). Bidders are advised to open

New Delhi
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In Arunachal, 6 JD(U)
MLAs switch to BJP

ABHISHEK SAHA &
SANTOSH SINGH
GUWAHATI, PATNA,
DECEMBER 25

THE JD(U) suffered a jolt in
Arunachal Pradesh on Friday af-
ter six of its seven legislators
switched over to the ruling BJP.
A seventh MLA -- the lone
People’s Party of Arunachal
(PPA) representative in the
Assembly - has also officially
joined the saffron party.

The JD(U) -- BJP’s alliance
partner in Bihar -- has reacted
sharply, calling the move “un-
friendly”. The party is likely to
discuss the matter at its upcom-
ing national executive on
December 27 in Patna.

The development comes a
day after Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tarkishore Prasad -- a
senior BJP leader -- had hinted at
a cabinet expansion.

The Arunachal MLAs who
changed allegiance are Talem
Taboh from Rumgong Assembly
seat, Hayeng Mangfi (Chayang
Tajo), Jikke Tako (Tali), Dorjee
Wangdi Kharma (Kalaktang),
Dongru Siongju (Bomdila) and
Kanggong Taku (Mariyang-
Geku).

Senior Assam minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma, who is a
key BJP leader in the Northeast,
told reporters in Guwahati on
Friday evening that the MLAs
who defected had been part of
the saffron party from before.
“Due to some arrangements
they had contested from the
JD(U)... This is a kind of home-
coming for them,” Sarma said.

The BJP already enjoyed a
large majority in the House, hav-
ing swept the 2019 Assembly
polls by winning 41 seats in the
60-member House.

Soon after the MLAs switched
allegiance, JD(U) national
spokesperson KC Tyagi told The
Indian Express, “We were a
friendly Opposition in Arunachal
Pradesh. This act on part of BJPis
unfortunate, unfriendly and un-
warranted. This has caused us
embarrassment and also given a
chance to our Bihar Opposition
RJD toattack us.”

Meanwhile, the R]JD has
claimed that the BJP may at-
tempt the same in Bihar. Party
spokesperson  Mrityunjay
Tewari said, “Itis a clear warning
for the JD(U) that has 43 MLAs
(in Bihar). BJP might try todoan
Arunachal Pradesh with Nitish
Kumar in Bihar. This is how BJP
has started unfolding its plan
against JD(U).”

INDIA INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE FESTIVAL

Citing scientists’ role in Covid-19 fight,
Venkaiah asserts need for scientific temper

Women achievers in science
recount journey to success

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

ADDRESSING THE concluding
session of the India International
Science Festival on Friday, Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu said
itis the hard work of scientists in
the country that has brought
India on the verge of releasing
our own indigenous Covid-19
vaccine.

The Vice President said that
at the beginning of the pan-
demic, India started off with
barely a few testing kits, but
within months, scientists devel-
oped cheaper indigenous rapid
testing kits, ventilators and PPEs.

“Today, we are even able to ex-
port PPEs. Itis in this context that
people have to be made aware of
scientific developments of the
day and the work of the dedicated
scientists,”he said, adding,
“Science is not just about natural
laws and state of the art technol-
ogy. Science is also about the spirit
of rational inquiry that can guide
usinour lives. This is even recog-
nised by our Constitution, which
identifies the development of sci-
entific temper as one of our
Fundamental Duties.”

“If we imbibe this temper, we
can apply scientific methodol-
ogy to every endeavour of life
and make informed decisions.
The methodology is simple: en-
quire, investigate, reason, and
when satisfied, accept,” he said.

“The pandemic has also rein-
forced the importance of scien-

Science is also about the
spirit of rational inquiry that
can guide us: V-P Naidu

tifictemperin our lives. One of the
major challenges in this pan-
demic has been the prevalence of
the ‘infodemic’. False information
on the nature of the virus, med-
ication and the vaccine caused
panic and anxiety among the
people.Itis not vaccines or drugs
that can defeat the infodemic, but
arational outlookamong people.
Acitizenry that can think critically
will beimmune to such misinfor-
mation or fake news,” Naidu said.
Pointing out India’s long tra-
dition of sharing its scientific ad-
vancements with the rest of the
world, he said that our decimal
system was borrowed by Arab
traders, which later spread to
medieval Europe. “It is in the
same spirit that we have not only
become the pharmaceutical hub
of the world, but we have been
extensively sharing these life-
saving drugs with the rest of the
developing world,” he said.
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

BJP doesn’t give ticket to Muslims,
uses them to topple govts: Gehlot

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, DECEMBER 25

RAJASTHAN CHIEF Minister
Ashok Gehlot said on Friday that
the BJP doesn’t give tickets to
Muslims during elections but uses
them to topple governments.

Gehlot made this point while
mentioning BJP Rajya Sabha MP
Syed Zafar Islam of being in-
volved in alleged horse-trading
during the revolt in July by a
group of Congress MLAs led by
former deputy CM Sachin Pilot.

“When we held a meeting
here with our MLAs during the
time of the crisis, our friends were
raided by the ED and income tax.
See the level of planning that they
did to topple the government.
They must have made a map,
done a recce, briefed officials,
made bookings, you canimagine.
They used all weapons...
Dharmendra Pradhan and Zafar
Islam,” he said during at a press
conference held in Jaipur to mark
the two years of the Congress
government in the state.

While Gehlot addressed the
press conference, Pilot was visit-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

AN ASTROPHYSICIST, a Padma
Shri awardee in science and
technology, a top scientist at Tata
Consultancy Services, the first
woman commercial pilot of
India and a BAFTA award win-
ning actor were among the
women achievers roped in by
the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) to
share their experiences onavir-
tual platform to encourage
women in their career paths, es-
pecially in science.

Officials of NEERI, hosts of the
Women  Scientists’ and
Entrepreneurs’ Conclave, said
the aim of the conclave was to
promote “awareness on the im-
portance of the role of womenin
sustainable growth of the coun-
try, via science and technology”.

Gender parity and increasing
women’s participation in Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics and Medicine sub-
jectsand having them choose ca-
reers in science is being pushed
by the Ministry of Science and
Technology. The conclaveis being
held in light of this gender-parity
impetus. “The programme will
addressissues that can accelerate

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot (right) and Rajasthan Congress
in-charge Ajay Maken in Jaipur on Friday. Rohit Jain Paras

ing Bharatpur to pay tributes to
former ruler Maharaja Suraj Mal
on his death anniversary. Some of
his loyalist MLAs who had sided
with him during the political cri-
sis were also present with him.
“A new Zafar Islam has been
bornin this country. The BJP does-
n't give tickets to Muslims. In UP
there are around 400 tickets dis-
tributed, in Bihar, it's around 250.
The BJP doesn’t give a single ticket
to Muslims. And (they are) using

gender equality by including
more women in science, technol-
ogy and innovation, addressing
grass root application of science
to society and empowering
women both in the rural and ur-
ban sectors,” said an official.

Addressing the conclave, Dr
Urmila Mitra Kraev, a plasma
physicist at University of
Cambridge, said that as a young
mother she was aware of the is-
sues related to pursuing a sci-
ence career. “But the rewards of
science discovery are far greater
than the difficulties and with
planning and determination,
things do work out if one is con-
fident of one’s goal,” she said.

Indian physicist and Padma
Shri recipient Prof Rohini
Godbole talked about her jour-
ney from studying physics in
Pune to her current position as a
particle physicist best known for
her work at CERN. Her work on
high energy photons could form
the basis for the next generation
of particle colliders, used to study
the fabric and composition of the
universe. She said she came from
a middle-class family that was
supportive of her decision to pur-
sue a career in science.

Muslims for toppling govern-
ments,” Gehlot added.

Gehlot referred to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s speech
to a gathering at the Aligarh
Muslim University earlier this
weekand praised it before adding,
“One ticket, at least give just for
show. But not that too..Where
have they brought democracy?”

Gehlot also accused Union
ministers Amit Shah and
Dharmendra Pradhan, along

Harpreet Singh is the first
woman to be selected by Air
India as the first woman com-
mercial pilot of India in 1988.
However, due to health reasons,
she had to quit her flying job.
Since then, she has been active
inother areas of aviation, includ-
ing flight safety. She has been ap-
pointed CEO of the state-run air-
line’s subsidiary Alliance Air,
becoming the first-ever woman
to head an Indian carrier.

Dr. Sharmila Mande, Chief
Scientist and Head of Bio
Sciences R&DinTCS, said sheisa
strong supporter of women in
science, especially in leadership
positions.

Dr Mande is one of the first
who worked on computational
biology. She suggested to follow
one’s heart to take up any chal-
lenges in life.

Renowned actor Rohini
Hattangadi recounted her jour-
ney. “One of the most difficult
roles was playing middle aged
Kasturba Gandhi in Gandhi op-
posite Ben Kingsley at the age of
27, said the actor, who has re-
ceived several awards, including
the prestigious BAFTA for the
role.

with ‘four other leaders from
Rajasthan’ of efforts to desta-
bilise his government.

He added that his govern-
ment will remain strong during
its remaining three years.

During the political crisis, the
Congress had accused Union
minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat and had claimed that
his voice was heard in an audio
in which some persons were al-
legedly heard plotting to topple
the Rajasthan government.
Shekhawat had strongly refuted
the allegations back then.

Gehlot said that four CMs of
the Congress party wanted to
meet the President but the
meeting couldn’t happen.

Speaking on the farm laws
passed by the Congress govern-
mentin Rajasthan to counter the
three farm bills passed by the
Centre, Gehlot said that the
Governor is not forwarding
them further.

“Our honorary Governor is
not sending these bills further.
Why is he not forwarding them?
Ihad made laws against Honour
Killing and Mob Lynching six
months ago, the President is not

Amartya Sen
being targeted as
he isn’t affiliated
to BJP ideology,
says Mamata

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, DECEMBER 25

A DAY after Visva-Bharati
University (VBU) wrote to the
West Bengal government, accus-
ing economist Amartya Sen of il-
legally occupyingits plots, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Friday said the accusation had
been levelled against the Nobel
laureate as he was “not affiliated
to BJP'sideology”.

The VBU administration has
alleged dozens of the university’s
plots had been incorrectly
recorded and the list of unautho-
rised occupants included Sen.

Banerjee said, “We all salute
Amartya Sen. Just because he is-
n’tinclined towards BJP's ideol-
ogy, they're levelling such alle-
gations against him.”

Writing to the Nobel laureate
on Friday, the CM said, “We all
know about your family's deep
and organic bonds with
Santiniketan....

“Some new invaders in
Visva-Bharati have now started
raising surprising and com-
pletely baseless allegations
against your family properties.
This pains me and [ want to ex-
press my solidarity with you in
your battles against the bigotry
of the majoritarians in this coun-
try, battles that have made you
an enemy of these forces of
untruth.”

approving them, maybe because
the Government of India doesn’t
want. This is a challenge made
by them to democracy. Rahul
Gandbhi ji has correctly said that
now there is no democracy in
the country, only a show of
democracy,” said Gehlot.

The CM said his government
has waived off farm loans of
farmers. He added it waived farm
loans from cooperative banks
and land development banks but
since nationalised, commercial
and regional rural banks come
under the administrative control
of the Union Finance Ministry,
the state government has sent a
proposal of a one-time settle-
ment to the Centre.

Gehlot added that for this he
has also written letters to the
Prime Minister and Union
Finance Minister and has also
proposed that the cost be shared
between the Rajasthan govern-
ment and the Centre in a ration
of 50:50.

Responding to a question
about the rebellion of Pilot,
Gehlot said that all he has to say
on the entire episode is 'forget
and forgive".

HC nod for
Uddhav govt to
make plans for
Bhima Koregaon
programme

CHANDANHAYGUNDE
PUNE,DECEMBER 25

THE BOMBAY High Court has
granted permission to the
Maharashtra government to en-
ter upon the “disputed land”
around the Jaystambh to make
arrangements for the January 1
programme to mark the an-
niversary of the Battle of Bhima
Koregaon.

Justice V G Bisht passed the
order in this regard on December
23, as per which the government
has been permitted to enter
upon the “suit land” to make
necessary arrangements for the
public to visit the victory pillar
(Jaystambh) from December 25
toJanuary 5,2021. “Once this pe-
riod expires on January 5, 2021,
the state shall restore the status
of the suit land (as it was on
December 25) by January 15,”
the HC order stated.

Like last year, the govern-
ment through Pune district col-
lector moved the HC and sought
permission to enter on the dis-
puted land to make arrange-
ments for the January 1 pro-
gramme at Jaystambh.

Before arrest, youth
was thrashed; 2 held
for assault: Police

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

A YOUTH booked under Uttar
Pradesh’s new anti-conversion
law was allegedly assaulted by
local residents before his arrest,
police said.

According to police, an FIR
has been filed after a video, in
which some people can be pur-
portedly seen assaulting the
youth in Bijnor area, emerged on
social media.

“It was brought to our notice
that the man accused of conver-
sion was assaulted by local res-
idents. An enquiry has been set
up under SP (rural) and two
persons have been arrested.
More people will be identified
and action will be taken against
them,” said Bijnor SP Dharm
Veer Singh.

According to police, an FIR
has been filed under charges of
assault and criminal intimida-
tion against unknown persons.
Local residents Shakir and
Shehzad have been arrested in
connection with the assault case.

Around 1030 pm on
December 14, the girl, a Dalit,

and her former classmate, a
Muslim, were walking back
home after a friend’s birthday
party, when they were allegedly
chased by a group of men,
beaten with sticks and
questioned.

When it became apparent
that they belonged to different
religions, they were allegedly
whisked away to a local police
station.

The FIR, registered allegedly
on a complaint by the girl’s fa-
ther, stated that the accused “in-
duced the girl to elope with him”
with the “intention to marry and
convert her”.

The youth, who was subse-
quently booked under the anti-
conversion law and charges of
abduction and under sections of
SC/ST Act,and POCSO Act, is now
inajail in Bijnor.

“Those men beat him up
with sticks. He was limping the
last time [ saw him.They
branded us thieves first and then
beat us both. They made videos
of usand circulated itamong the
public and made it a case of love
jihad. We were just returning
from a birthday party,” the girl
told The Indian Express.

CANCELLATION/SHORT RIVIINA
OF TRAINS DUE TO DOUBLIN
In order to further strengthen the existing infrastructure, Northern Railway will undertake
the Non-Interlocking work for doubling at Haridwar-Laksar section of Moradabad Division.

To execute this work, Northern Railway will take a traffic block up to 05.01.2021. As aresult,
the following trains will temporarily be affected on the dates shown against each:-

CANCELLATION OF TRAINS

DN/R

GULATION
DRK

'.:'#""

a

(wafaRor, a9 T4 SRy aRac SaTer BT b TR

WRATT TAT3EE IANT FATHYUT 3R ATSTLIUT FEAT
E®1 INDIAN PLYWOOD INDUSTRIES RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTE

fom, YR WeR)

(An Autonomous body of the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Govt. of India)

P.B. No.2273, (Behind to Peenya Metro Station), HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road,
P.O. Yeshwanthpur, Bengaluru-560 022. Ph.: 080-30534000, 30534001, 30534049, 28394231-32-33
Fax: 080-28396361/30534021, 28395970 E-mail: director@ipirti.gov.in, contactus@ipirti.gov.in

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION

Applications are invited from eligible Indian National candidates by IPIRTI, Bengaluru for the following Posts:

Special Express

Train No. & Name

Regulation of Train

Regulation

Date (from the Originating Station)

04042 Dehradun - Delhi Special Express

will be regulated for 60 Minutes

29.12.2020

Please
join us on
B

Security Helpline
No. 182

Note : For any kind of information passengers are requested to contact Railway
Enquiry No. 139 or visit Indian Railways website www.enquiry.indianrail.gov.in

Integrated Helpline
No. 139

Karnataka.

IPIRTI website regularly.

3.Last Date for receipt of completed application form along with relevant documents is
30 days (including NE Region) from the date of publication of this advertisement in the
Employment News. The duly completed applications along with requisite application fee
should be send to: Director, Indian Plywood Industries Research & Training Institute
(IPIRTI), Post Bag No. 2273, off. Tumkur Road, HMT Link Road, Bengaluru-560 022,

4 Please refer to our website www.ipirti.gov.in for further details about general instructions
and terms & conditions about the advertised posts. Updates/Corrigendum/Addendum or
Cancellation to this advertisement, if any, shall be published on IPIRTI website only. No
interim correspondence will be entertained. Therefore, the candidates are advised to check

Train No. & Train Name Date(s) of Cancellation -
(from originating station) SI.| Name of the PoI:t:.Ioifn Essential qualification as per Approved Pay Matrix Resaesrvzt:on
02017/02018 New Delhi - Dehradun - New Delhi Shatabdi Special 29.12.2020 to 05.01.2021 No/  Post oot Recruitment Rules Level Roster
02092/02091 Kathgodam - Dehradun - Kathgodam Jan Shatabdi Special 29.12.2020 to 05.01.2021 E P - - —
- - ssential: i) Possession of a valid driving
02191 Jabalpur - Haridwar Jn. Special Express 30.12.2020 license for motor cars. ii) Pass in10% standard
02192 Haridwar Jn. - Jabalpur Special Express 31.12.2020 01 from Central/ State Board Level 2
04609 Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra - Rishikesh Special Express 30.12.2020 to 04.01.2021 1.1 Driver (ONE) |Desirable: i) Knowledge of Motor mechanism|[19900-34000] YR
04610 Rishikesh - Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Special Express 31.12.2020 to 05.01.2021 (The candidate should be able to rectify
02055/02056 Dehradun- New Delhi - Dehradun Jan Shatabdi Special 29.12.2020 minor-defectsin vehicle). ii) Trade Test.
04888 Barmer - Rishikesh Special Express 28.12.2020 to 04.01.2021 Multi Tasking 01 Essential: 10 Standard pass from a Level 1
04887 Rishikesh - Barmer Special Express 29.12.2020 to 05.01.2021 2.\ staff (MTS) | (ONE) |recognized board [18000-30600] UR
04113 Prayagraj - Dehradun Special Express 28.12.2020 to 04.01.2021 SSSC/HSC/12™ in Sci th 60% o
04114 Dehradun - Prayagraj Special Express 29.12.2020 to 05.01.2021 2| carpenter 01 r/ X //m ':ﬁf‘;'e:ce ‘;‘”zt . ;“arr; ': Level 2 UR
05001/05002 Muzaffarpur Jn. - Dehradun - Muzaffarpur Jn. Special Exp. 28.12.2020 to 04.01.2021 : P (ONE) ?ngrgeleegve;:t ﬁeldce cate of 2 years duration| ; 9900.34000]
05005/05006 Gorakhpur Jn. - Dehradun - Gorakhpur Jn. Special Express 30.12.2020 to 05.01.2021 .
- ~ ‘i=-=- . - - -5 ") th H H H ()
Short Termination/ Partially Cancellation of Trains laboratory | 01  |°SC/107 standard in Science with 50%|
T T T | 4. : ONE marks in the aggregate or ITI certificate of UR
Train No. & Name Short Terminated | Partial Cancelled Date (from the Assistant | (ONE) 1, - ¢ duration in relevant field. [18000-30600]
at/Originated from | between Stations | Originating Station) GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
09609 Udaipur City - Haridwar Spl. Exp. at Delhi Delhi - Haridwar | 28.12.2020 to 04.01.2021 1.Age limit: (a) Between 18 & 27 years for post No.1 and 2. (b) Between 18 & 28 years for Post No. 3
09610 Haridwar - Udaipur City Spl. Exp. from Delhi Haridwar - Delhi  |29.12.2020 to 05.01.2021 and 4. The Crucial date for determining the age limit shall be the closing date for receipt of
09111 Valsad - Haridwar Spl. Express at Meerut City | Meerut City - Haridwar 29.12.2020 application. Age relaxation for Government servants as( perapproved Recrwtmfent Rules of II;’IRTI.
- - - N - 2.Interested candidates may submit their applications (separate applications for each post) in the
09112 Haridwar - Vélsad Spl'.EXpress from Meerut City | Haridwar - Meerut City 30.12.2020 prescribed form which can be downloaded from our website www.ipirti.gov.in. Non-refundable
09017 Bandra Terminus - Haridwar at Meerut City | Meerut City - Haridwar 30.12.2020 Application fee of Rs.600/- (Rs.300/- for SC/ST candidates along with renewed/latest caste
Special Express certificate proof) should be paid along with application, by way of Demand Draft ONLY drawn from
09018 Haridwar - Bandra Terminus from Meerut City | Haridwar - Meerut City 31.12.2020 any nationalized bank, in favour of IPIRTI Corpus Fund, payable at Bangalore.

Sd/- Director

New Delhi

STATE ELECTION COMMISSION HARYANA

Nirvachan Sadan, Plot No. 2, Sector-17, Panchkula

Telephone: 0172-2584810, Fax-0172-2585904
Website: www.secharyana.gov.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

All the electors, to whom Elector's Photo Identity Card
(EPIC) have been issued by the Election Commission of India,
shall have to produce it to prove their identity to cast the vote
for general elections of Municipal Corporation, Ambala,
Panchkula, Sonepat, Municipal Council Rewari and Municipal
Committee, Sampla, Dharuherha and Uklana to be held on

27.12.2020.

However, the electors who have not obtained Elector's
Photo Identity Card as yet shall have to produce any one of
the following alternative documents for establishing their iden-
tity at the polling station, in case their identity is challenged:

(i) Passport,

(ii) Driving License,
(iii)
(iv)

(v)
(vi)
(vii)

competent authority,

(viii) Certificate of Physical Handicap having photograph
issued by the Competent Authority,

(ix) Arms License having photograph,

(x) Job Cards with photograph issued under the National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme,

(xi) Property documents with photographs such as Pattas,

Registered Deeds etc,

(xii) Pension Documents such as Ex-Servicemen Pension
Payment
Widow/Dependent Certificate, Old Age Pension Order,
Widow Pension Order, with photograph,
(xiii) Health Insurance Scheme Smart Cards with Photograph,
(xiv) Ration Cards or any other similar documents establishing
the identity of the electors to the satisfaction of the
Presiding Officer, having photograph.
(xv) The Aadhar Card issued by UIDAI.
All the electors of above mentioned municipalities are
advised to carry with them the Elector's photo Identity Card or
any of the above mentioned documents while going to cast

Book/Pension

their vote.

PUBLIC COOPERATION IS SOLICITED TO ENSURE
FREE, FAIR AND PEACEFUL POLL.

PLEASE WEAR MASK BEFORE ENTERING THE
POLLING BOOTH & KEEP SOCIAL DISTANCE.

STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, HARYANA

1089/7/HRY

Income Tax Identity (PAN) Card,

Service Identity Card issued to employees by Central/
State Government Offices, Public Sector Undertakings,
Local Bodies or other public Limited Company,

Pass Book of accounts, having photograph, opened in a
scheduled bank or post office,

Freedom Fighter Identity Card having photograph,
SC/ST/OBC certificate having photograph, issued by

Order, Ex-Servicemen's
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‘Biden will be more effective on China, has
said he will bring allies for common approach’

What can India expect inits relationship with the US under the Biden Administration? Former Indian Ambassador to Washington DC Arun Singh,
who interacted with many Obama-Biden team members who are now in the Biden-Harris team, discussed key issues with a nationwide audience

Sexplained.Live

On the Biden Administration and China

Alot of people in India, the US and elsewhere
have been trying to figure out how the Biden
Administration would respond to the China chal-
lenge. They have been partly concerned because
of some vacillations that were seen during the
Obama Administration...

President Trump himself, in the beginning,
gave mixed signals... Subsequently the Trump
Administration clearly defined China as a major
global rival, a strategic competitor...

Now, when you look at what Biden has said
and what people around him have said... they
have said the situation today is very different from
the situation in 2016, China follows unfair trade
practices, China is a major technological rival to
the US... So I would believe there will be some
nuancing because they will want to show that

they are different from the Trump Administration
— and some have said that Trump was very ag-
gressive on China by the end — but Biden would
be more effective on China, because Biden has
said that he will bring allies and partners to have
acommon approach towards China. Although the
US under Trump had taken a very aggressive ap-
proach towards China, the Europeans didn't fol-
low it because he had decried alliances. But if the
US wants an effective policy on China, it needs to
bring its allies in Europe and Asia on a common
platform to respond to the China challenge.

On the future of Quad

Clearly the Quad made much more progress
under the Trump Administration... Quad of
course had started earlier, after that it slipped a
little because Australia lost interest in the process
because of its own relationship with China... But
now as all countries, be it Australia, Japan, India,
US, are facing similar challenges in many ways
from China, tThere is a recognition of some har-
monisation of work in the Indo-Pacific region...

On Biden Administration’s ties with
Beijing and Islamabad

In the early phase, they will find Pakistan
anecessary partner in the context of what
they want to do in Afghanistan... And if
Pakistan plays its cards well, the US would not
put pressure on Pakistan. But if they assess
that Pakistan is not being a helpful partner, the
US approach would change and we have to
watch that. (On China) while there may be
some nuancing, the substance of the policy
will remain and they will also try and reach
out to Europeans, other countries in Asia to
see if they come with a common approach,
and thatis going to be the overall defining pri-
ority in the Biden Administration in the com-
ing years. Moving from there, they see the
India relationship as a very important rela-
tionship, partly because of the strength in the
bilateral dimension of the relationship.

AUDIENCE QUESTIONS

On the possibility of China offering a
trade deal with the US

If the Chinese are smart — and everybody
says they are — they would probably want to
offer to the incoming administration some-
thing positive, something on trade... Biden
has himself said the phase 1 trade deal that
President Trump has done, he will not re-
move that from the table immediately. More
than that, the statements coming out from
the transition team, they want to put empha-
sis on getting the US economy back on track.
For that they will need certain Bills to pass on
abipartisan basis. The one factor that will en-
able bipartisanship to emerge would be the
projection of a challenge from China. So,
when they project that there is a major chal-
lenge from China, that is what will bring the
Democrats and Republicans together on the
economic and technological issue.

If you see the conversations that Biden has had
with the Prime Minister of Japan, Prime Minister
of Australia, President of South Korea, and the
statement that has been put out by the US side,
there is a reference to the Indo-Pacific and there-
fore, it is a recognition that in some areas, they
willrecognise and build on the positive work that
has been done by the Trump Administration.

Afghanistan. And because of that, the sharpness
of their rhetoric and action related to Pakistan has
come down. The only thing they have done s, they
have maintained Pakistan in the grey list of their
Financial Action Task Force, as a pressure point.

Now the US has traditionally struggled with

a policy on Pakistan, whether to incentivise

Pakistan or pressure Pakistan... [ would believe

On the approach towards Pakistan

The US will define its approach towards
Pakistan based on how it perceives its own inter-
ests being served, and from India’s perspective, we
have to see where is the convergence and diver-
gence... Today, the US wants to get out of
Afghanistan, and they believe that they need co-
operation from Pakistan for a dialogue with the
Taliban if some kind of reconciliation can progress
between the Taliban and the government in

thataBiden Administration would be clear-eyed
about the nature of the Pakistani state, its involve-
ment with terrorist groups. So they will recognise
that but they will have a certain need for cooper-
ation from Pakistan in the context of Afghanistan
and that will limit the extent of pressure...

On Biden’s likely policy on immigration

The Biden campaign had made it clear that

they would not be as harsh on immigration is-

sues as the Trump Administration has been. The
Biden Administration has signalled that they
recognise that the high-skilled immigrant
worker, including the high-skilled Indian immi-
grant worker, contributes to the US remaining in
the lead in technology globally...

But this is a challenge that I have also in the
time of the Obama Administration. Even then,
there was a phase when the visa fees for H1B
workers of certain categories of companies, which
impacted Indian companies very much, were
raised to three times. So this is the pressure the
US system faces — they want to get more skilled
workers because it helps the US, but at the same
time, many US workers who are unemployed,
who lose jobs, start generating a campaign that
they are losing jobs because of the H1 B immigrant
worker. And that generates pressure on

Arun Singh (left) in aZoom conversation
with Shubhajit Roy, Associate Editor &
Chief Diplomatic Correspondent

Congressmen, Senators to try and restrict that. So
Ithink the Biden Administration would also have
to work its way through these.

On the US and India-Russia

This is clearly going to be an important issue.
For India, our relationship earlier with the Soviet
Union and now Russia is very important. The
Soviet Union gave us military support, military
supplies, political support, at a time when it was
notavailable from the West, be it the US or others.
And even today, almost 60% of our defence inven-
toryis of Russian origin and there are certain areas
where we get technologies from Russia at com-
petitive prices that are not available elsewhere...

[Under] CAATSA (Countering American
Adversaries through Sanctions Act), purchase of
major defence systems from Russia could become
sanctioned, and the S-400 is a case in point...
India’s caseis different and from the various com-
mentsand writings that have come outin the pub-
lic domain, it has been made clear that the US
would be making a mistake if it sanctions India for
the S-400... If the US then goes ahead and sanc-
tions India for something, it will affect its ownim-
ageasareliable partner and willimpact negatively
onthe evolution of the US-India relationship. The
US needs to keep that in mind. I think it was be-
cause of this that when the US Congress passed
the CAATSA Bill originally, there was no provision
for waiver — the US administration had no capac-
ity to give waiver from the sanctions —but the then
administration lobbied in Congress to give the
President waiver provisions. SoIwould hope and
expect thatif the situation reaches a certain point,
whoever is the US President would exercise that
waiver and not impose sanctions on India.

On the Biden Administration’s likely
approach on Kashmir, CAA/NRC

We have torecognise that US leaders will base
their politics based on their compulsions, their
constituent interests and, therefore, they will take

SimprLY PUT

acertain position onissues that they articulate as
humanrights, based on how it plays out for them
and their voters. You would have seen the kind of
comments that came from Bernie Sanders atone
stage, comments that came from Kamala Harris,
from Pramila Jayapal. But at the same time, peo-
ple in the Biden camp have said that any differ-
ences with India onissues related to human rights
would be based on a discussion among friends.
My own sense is that India takes its decisions
based on its own interests; we don’t have to be
unnecessarily insecure or on the defensive related
todecisions that we take. The US hasits own chal-
lenges, systemic racism... all societies face chal-
lenges. Therefore, any India-US discussion or di-
alogue related to human rights should be as a
dialogue among friends who are trying to under-
stand each other, who want to advance their re-
lationship and a recognition that every society
has challenges that it is dealing with.

On Biden’s cabinet appointments

When Ilook at the appointments made sofar,
itisaclearsignal that President-elect Bidenis com-
fortable with people who worked with him closely
—Tony Blinken was his national security advisor;
Jake Sullivan was his national security adviser un-
til 2014. 1 had the occasion to interact with many
of them — Sullivan who used to be the Director of
Policy Planning in the State Department when
was there, Blinken in his various capacities, Avril
Haines was deputy NSA.

Sothe clear sense that1got was thatall of them
are very aware and very committed to the India-
US relationship. During the time of the Obama
Administration, there were many firsts. In 2009,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh was invited as
the first state visitor of the Obama Administration.
In the US, state visits are a very clear signal...and
President Obama wanted to signal that there was
going to be continuity from the time of President
Bush, from the time of the civil nuclear coopera-
tion agreement... And then they also declared
India a major defence partner — no other country
inthe world has this status, and it was done delib-
erately because India is not an ally and yet they
wanted to give India the same level of technology
access as their closest allies and partners.

Vice-President Biden had come to India in
2013 and, speaking at the Mumbai Stock
Exchange, he said that he’d like to reiterate what
President Obama had said, that the India-US re-
lationship would be the defining relationship of
the 21st century. And he spoke about what he had
said in 2006, that by 2020, he wants the US-India
relationship to be the closest. And we are in 2020
now. SoIwould say that given the fact that many
in the Obama-Biden team are going to continue
in the Biden-Harris team, [ am very confident
based on my interactions when I was there that
the India-US relationship will continue to
strengthen over the next four years.

TRANSCRIBEDBY MEHRGILL
(Edited excerpts)
VIDEO: youtu.be/sYVRgmAcHTU
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Granted emergency approval
in US, antibody fails in trials

IN NOVEMBER, the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) granted emer-
gency use approval to an antibody,

LYCoV555, for certain pa-
tients of Covid-19 —non-
hospitalized adolescents
and adults with mild to
moderate symptoms who
are at elevated risk of pro-
gressing to severe Covi-19
disease. This week, the US
National Institutes of
Health (NIH) published
preliminary findings of a
phase 3 trial —in hospi-
talised Covid-19 patients,

LY-CoV555 did not provide clinical
benefit compared to placebo. The re-
sults were published in the New  Source: National Institutes of Health, US
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WORLD TOTAL CASES
79,627,975

Source: Johns Hopkins University,
updated at 11 pmonDec 25

England Journal of Medicine.
The trial is part of the Accelerating
Covid-19 Therapeutic Interventions and

Laboratories, Eli Lilly and Company, in
partnership with AbCellera.

Vaccines (ACTIV) pro-
gramme.

LY-CoV555, a mono-
clonal antibody, was dis-
covered by AbCellera
Biologics, based in
Vancouver, in collabora-
tion with NIAID’s
Vaccine Research Center.
Subsequently, it was de-
veloped and manufac-
tured by Indianapolis-
based Lilly Research

Reading the new US policy on Tibet:
snubs to China on Dalai Lama, rivers

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN
MUMBAI, DECEMBER 25

THE TIBET Policy and Support Act, passed by
the US Senate earlier this week, bookends a
turbulent year in US-China relations. The
House of Representatives had passed the leg-
islation in January. It will become law after the
US President signs off on it.

The earlier version

The TSPA is an amended version of the
Tibet Policy Act of 2002, which came into ex-
istence during the Bush Administration. But
inanindication of just how important he con-
sidered relations with China, President George
W Bush distanced himself from this
Congressional action, and wrote strong words
against it in his signing statement, in which
asserted the administration's right not toim-
plement parts of the act. He wrote:
“Regrettably, the Act [H.R. 1646] contains a
number of provisions that impermissibly in-
terfere with the constitutional functions of the
presidency in foreign affairs, including provi-
sions that purport to establish foreign policy
that are of significant concern.”

He also said his approval to the Act did not
constitute his adoption of the various state-
ments of policy in the Act as US foreign policy,
and said these would be taken as “advisory”
statements only, “giving them the due weight
that comity between the legislative and exec-
utive branches should require, to the extent
consistent with US foreign policy”.

US and China, today

US-China relations have become much
more difficult over the last two decades, par-
ticularly worsening in the Trump
Administration, and more so in 2020 over
matters ranging from the pandemic to trade
tariffs, and its cross-world coalition-building
against Chinese superpower ambitions.

Paramilitary officers in front of Potala
Palace in Lhasa. Reuters

Earlier this month, the Holding Foreign
Companies Accounting Act, targeting Chinese
investments in the US, was signed into law.
Earlier in the year, President Donald Trump
signed into law the Hong Kong Autonomy Act.
President Trump is not expected to take a
Bush-like view on the TSPA, which introduces
stronger provisions on Tibet, plus teeth in the
form of a threat of sanctions, including travel
bans on Chinese officials. How the Biden
Administration, expected to frame its own
China policy, views TPSA remains to be seen.
Still, most US administrations, the Trump
Administration included, have broadly main-
tained a diplomatic balance between relations
with China, and support for Tibet and the Dalai
Lama. The State Department has a separate
section on Tibet in its annual reports on hu-
man rights and religious freedom. But there
has been no real push for talks with the Dalai
Lama or on the release of political prisoners.

The Dalai Lama
Among the most significant amend-
ments is that the TSPA makes it US policy to

oppose attempts by Beijing to install its own
Dalai Lama “in a manner inconsistent with
Tibetan Buddhism in which the succession
or identification of Tibetan Buddhist lamas,
including the Dalai Lama, should occur with-
out interference...”

The legislation makes reference to the
Chinese government's ‘Measures on the
Management of the Reincarnation of Living
Buddhas’in2007,and aMarch 2019 statement
by the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son that the “reincarnation of living Buddhas
including the Dalai Lama must comply with
Chinese laws and regulations and follow reli-
gious rituals and historical conventions”. It also
refers to China's installation of a 6-year-old
boy in 1995 as the 11th Panchen Lama, and to
statements by the present Dalai Lama explain-
ing the traditions to be followed in the selec-
tion of a Dalai Lama, and that the authority to
recognise the reincarnation of a Dalai Lama
lies with him and his officials.

The Actalso makes it US policy to hold sen-
ior Chinese officials “responsible for, complicit
in, or have directly or indirectly engaged in the
identification or installation of a candidate
chosen by China as the future 15th Dalai Lama
of Tibetan Buddhism” to have committed “a
gross violation of internationally recognized
humanrights”, attracting sanctions under the
Global Magnitsky Human Rights
Accountability Act. The Act, named after a
Russian tax laywer who died after being im-
prisoned while investigating Russian tax offi-
cials for fraud, authorises US officials to im-
pose travel bans globally.

Other provisions

The TPSA has introduced provisions aimed
at protecting the environment of the Tibetan
plateau, calling for greater international coop-
eration and greater involvement by Tibetans.
Alleging that Chinais diverting water resources
from Tibet, the TPSA also calls for “a regional
framework on water security, or use existing

New Delhi

frameworks... to facilitate cooperative agree-
ments among all riparian nations that would
promote... arrangements onimpounding and
diversion of waters that originate on the
Tibetan Plateau”. While the 2002 Act said the
US should establish a “branch office” in Lhasa,
the TSPA ups the ante by changing that to a
“consulate”. It recognises the Central Tibetan
Administration, whose Prime Minister
Lobsang Sangay takes credit for ensuring that
the Senate took up the legislation for vote.

In a statement, Sangay said, “By passing
the TPSA, Congress has sent its message loud
and clear that Tibet remains a priority for the
United States and that it will continue its
steadfast support for His Holiness the Dalai
Lama and the CTA. It is a momentous land-
mark for the Tibetan people.”

What China says

China had earlier said the TPSA “severely
breached international law and basic norms
governing international relations, interfered
in China's internal affairs, and sent a wrong
message to ‘Tibetindependence’ forces”. After
the passage of the Bill through the Senate,
China said it “resolutely opposes” the “adop-
tion of Bills containing such ill contents on
China.Issuesrelated to Tibet, Taiwan and Hong
Kong... are China’s internal affairs that allow
no foreign interference”. A Foreign Ministry
spokesman urged the US “to stop meddling in
our domestic affairs under those pretexts, re-
frain from signing the bills or implementing
the negative contents and items in them that
target China and undercut China's interests”.

If India is pleased at this latest US barb to
China, it has not said so openly. India has
mostly refrained from playing the Tibet card
against China, and like the US, hasaone China
policy. It was only this year, in the ongoing
Ladakh standoff, that it used special forces
made up almost entirely of Tibetan exiles to
occupy strategic heights in Pangong Tso's
south bank.
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Lyubov Sobol

RUSSIA

Criminal case
opened against
ally of Navalny

RUSSIAN LAW enforce-
ment agencies opened a
criminal case against
Lyubov Sobol, an ally of
Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny, and took her in
for questioning early on
Friday after raiding her
home, Navalny and his
supporters said. There
was no immediate com-
ment from the police.
Supporters of Navalny
said the police action ap-
peared to be aresponse to
Sobol visiting the home of
an alleged FSB security
service agent in Moscow.
Navalny had earlier said
the man took part in a
botched plot to poison
him in August. Sobol was
briefly detained on
Monday after visiting the
alleged agent’s flat and
ringing the doorbell. She
was not letinto the man’s
apartment. REUTERS

WEST ASIA
Israelijets fly
over Beirut;
blastsin Syria

ISRAELI JETS flew very
low over parts of Lebanon
early Friday, terrifying
residents on Christmas
Eve, some of whom re-
ported seeing missiles in
the skies over Beirut.
Minutes later, Syria’s offi-
cial news agency re-
ported explosions in the
central Syrian town of
Masyaf. Other Syrian me-
dia said air defences re-
sponded to an Israeli at-
tack near the town in the
Hama province. There
was no immediate word
on the target or whether
there were any casualties.
Israeli jets regularly vio-
late Lebanese airspace
and have often struck in-
side Syria. AP

USA

Covid patient
bludgeonedto
deathin hospital

AN 82-YEAR-OLD man
who was being treated
for Covid-19 at a hospital
north of Los Angeles was
bludgeoned to death
with an oxygen tank last
week by his roommate,
the authorities said. The
men were sharing a two-
person room at Antelope
Valley Hospital in
Lancaster, California,
when the assault hap-
pened on Dec 17, author-
ities said. They said the at-
tack had occurred when
the victim began to pray,
angering the roommate,
who was identified as
Jesse Martinez, 37. The
victim, who was not iden-
tified, was pronounced
dead next morning. NYT

A man dressed up as Santa Claus waves to children from inside a plastic ball as a protective measure against the spread of
Covid-19, in Ferrol, in the northwestern Spanish region of Galicia. Reuters

Celebrating Christmas in a pandemic:
Churches shut, borders complicated

FRANCES D'EMILIO
ROME, DECEMBER 25

CURFEWS, QUARANTINES and
even border closings complicated
Christmas celebrations Friday for
countless people around the
globe, but ingenuity, determina-
tionand imagination helped keep
the day special for many.

Pope Francis delivered his
Christmas blessing frominside the
Vatican, breaking with his tradi-
tional speech from the balcony of
St. Peter’s Basilica to tens of thou-
sands in St. Peter’s Square. But
tourism in Italy has virtually van-
ished in the pandemic and the
government’s coronavirus restric-
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I beg everyone... to
promote cooperation and
not competition, to find a
solution for everyone —
vaccines forall —
especially for the most
vulnerable and needy in
all areas of the plane.”

POPE FRANCIS
INHIS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

tions for the holidays foiled any
plans by locals to flock to the
square.

Citing a cause for optimism
amid the pandemic’s bleakness,
Francis said the invention of
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Covid-19 vaccines shines “lights
of hope” on the world. In a pas-
sionate appeal to leaders, busi-
nesses and international organi-
sations, he said they must ensure
that the most vulnerable and
needy in the pandemic be first in
line to receive the vaccines.

Bells rang out around
Bethlehem on Friday as the tradi-
tional birthplace of Jesus cele-
brated Christmas Day. But the clo-
sure of Israel’s international airport
to foreign tourists, along with
Palestinian restrictions banning in-
tercity travel in the areas they ad-
minister in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank, kept visitors away.

In Beijing, official churches
abruptly cancelled Mass on
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At the scene of an explosion in Nashville, Tennessee, on Friday. AP

Large explosion shakes Nashville;
police say it was an intentional act

KIMBERLEE KRUESI
&THALIABEATY
NASHVILLE, DECEMBER 25

AN EXPLOSION shook the streets
of downtown Nashville early
Christmas morning, shattering
windows, damaging buildings
and wounding three people.
Authorities said they believed
the blast was intentional. The FBI
is leading the investigation.

No deaths have been re-
ported.

Metro Nashville Police
Department spokesman Don

Aaron said police responded to
a call of shots fired just before 6
am, but were not able to imme-
diately locate signs of a shooting,
although officers noticed a sus-
picious vehicle and called for a
hazardous unit. While they
waited, the vehicle exploded.
Aaron said three people were
taken to area hospitals for treat-
ment. He said some people were
taken to the department’s cen-
tral precinct for questioning but
declined to give more details.
The FBI will be taking the
lead in the investigation, said
spokesman Joel Siskovic. Federal

investigators from the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives were also on the
scene. The FBIis the primary law
enforcement agency responsible
for investigating federal crimes,
such as explosives violations and
acts of terrorism.

At noon, police dogs contin-
ued to search cars and buildings
in the nearby area.

A Philadelphia man staying
inanearby hotel said that when
he heard the blast, he was knew
it wasn't a harmless noise. “It
was a very loud explosion,” said
Joseph Fafara.

Russian history professor who murdered,

dismembered student

ASSOCIATED PRESS
ST.PETERSBURG,DEC 25

A COURT in St. Petersburg on
Friday convicted a prominent
history professor on charges of
murdering and dismembering a
female student and sentenced
him to 12 1/2 years in prison.
The court found 64-year-old
Oleg Sokolov, who taught at St.
Petersburg State University,
guilty of shooting and killing 24-
year-old doctoral student
Anastasia Yeshchenko at his
apartment in November 2019.

Oleg Sokolov

Sokolov was detained after
being pulled from the Moika
River outside his St. Petersburg
apartment with a backpack with

two severed arms inside.

The limbs were identified as
Yeshchenko’s, and investigators
found other body parts in the
river and in Sokolov’s apartment
in the historic part of St.
Petersburg, less than a mile from
the Hermitage Museum.

During the trial, Sokolov tes-
tified that he and Yeshchenko
had aromantic relationship and
that he shot her during a quarrel.

Sokolov was known for his
books about the Napoleonic era
and his enthusiastic participa-
tion in reenactments of historic
battles, and his case attracted

gets over 12 yrs in jail

broad attention in Russia.

A fluent French speaker,
Sokolov was a leading member
of military reenactment move-
ments since the early 1990s and
represented Napoleon in nu-
merous representations of his-
toric battles and other events.

Sokolov’s flamboyant style
and fiery delivery made him
popular among students, and
he spoke about his passion for
the Napoleonic erain TV inter-
views. Napoleon was his idol
and fellow history buffs would
address him ‘Sire’, the em-
peror’s title.

Christmas Day in a last-minute
move, after China’s capital was
put on high alert following the
confirmation of two confirmed
Covid-19 cases last week.

Border crossing closures kept
thousands of migrants from eco-
nomically devastated Venezuela
who live in other parts of South
America from going home for
the holidays. Others successfully
crossed borders elsewhere only
to find themselves in quarantine.

Celebrations were muted in
Africa, too,as overnight church vig-
ils could not be held in many parts
because of a curfew. Fewer people
also reportedly headed home to
see families, which could help limit
the spread of the virus. AP

The US has expressed ‘deep
concern’ over the release of
al-Qaedaleader Ahmed
Omar Saeed Sheikh

Men convicted
in Daniel Pearl
murder set to be
released today

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
KARACHI, DECEMBER 25

BRITISH-BORN AL-QAEDA
leader Ahmed Omar Saeed
Sheikh and his three aides,
whose release in the abduction
and murder case of US journal-
ist Daniel Pearl was ordered by
acourt here, will walk out of the
prison on Saturday, police and
alawyer said on Friday.

A two-judge bench of the
Sindh High Court on Thursday di-
rected security agencies not to
keep Sheikh and other accused
under “any sort of detention” and
declared all notifications of the
Sindh government related to their
detention “null and void”. The
court observed that the four
men’s detention was “illegal”.

According to the legal coun-
sel for the four men, they will be
released on Saturday as Friday is
apublic holiday in the country.

Meanwhile, the US on Friday
expressed “deep concern” over
the courtorder torelease the men.
“We are deeply concerned by the
reports... We have been assured
thattheaccused have notbeenre-
leased at this time,” the US State
Department said in a tweet.

Ruth and Judea Pearl — the
parents of Daniel Pearl — con-
demned the decision made by the
Sindh High court and expressed
full confidence in the Supreme
Court of Pakistan to provide jus-
tice for their son, the Express
Tribune reported.

In April, a two-judge Sindh
High Court bench commuted the
death sentence of Sheikh to seven
years imprisonment. The court
alsoacquitted his three aides who
were serving life termsin the case
— almost two decades after they
were found guilty and jailed.

MEANWHILE

NEVERLAND RANCH SOLD TO BILLIONAIRE

Michael Jackson's Neverland Ranch in California has found a new owner in billionaire busi-
nessman Ron Burkle. The Wall Street Journal reports the property was sold for $22 million
to Burkle, an associate of the late pop star and co-founder of the investment firm Yucaipa
Companies. The asking price of the property was as high as $100 million in 2016.

Britain sees recordrise
incases; US tells UK
travellers to get tested

UK sends more troops to Dover to help clear truck queues

PTI&REUTERS
LONDON, WASHINGTON,DEC 25

A RECORD number of people
have tested positive for Covid-19
in England as millions spend
Christmas Day away from
friends and family due to a con-
tinuing spike in coronavirus in-
fections on Friday.

Figures from the National
Health Service’s (NHS) Test and
Trace network showed that be-
tween December 10 and 16,
173,875 people received a positive
result — the highest weekly total
of positive cases and a 58 per cent
increase on the previous week.

Separately, according to the
the Office for National Statistics
(ONS), positive cases of coron-
avirus are increasing sharply in
parts of the UK, with around one
in 60 people now testing positive
inWalesand onein85inEngland.

Experts believe the new mu-
tations of the deadly virus are
driving cases up across the coun-
try as they are more contagious.
Ithas resulted in most parts of the
UK to be placed in some form of
stringent lockdown measures.

It has also resulted in many
countries putting restrictions on
travellers from Britain. The US
said on Thursday that it would
require all airline passengers ar-
riving from the UK to test nega-
tive for Covid-19 within 72 hours
of departure starting Monday.

The decision was a turn-
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Awoman looks through the window at her mother opening a
present on Christmas Day in London. Millions in Britain were
spending Christmas away from their families as authorities
tightened restrictions amid rising Covid-19 cases. Reuters

around after the Trump admin-
istration told US airlines on
Tuesday it was not planning to
require any testing for arriving
UK passengers.

In Britain, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has warned that
tougher restrictions could be
needed to keep the mutant coro-
navirus strain “running out of
control” in the new year.

“We believe that we're going
to have to get through this tough
period now with, as I have said
many times, very tough restric-
tions, with tough tiering,” he said at
apress conference Thursday.

Britain deployed additional
military personnel to the port of
Dover on Friday to help clear the

US Covid relief Bill
hangs in balance as
Trump goes golfing

TIMREID &
RICHARD COWAN
DECEMBER25

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump will
spend Christmas Day at his Palm
Beach resort as millions of
Americans face the risk of losing
jobless benefits on Saturday and
a partial government shutdown
looms next week, following his
threattovetoa $2.3 trillion coron-
avirus aid and spending package.
The fight over the spending
and aid package comes as
Americans facean unprecedented
holiday season, amid a pandemic
that is killing people in record
numbers. Nearly 320,000
Americans have died of Covid-19
this year and the daily death tollis
repeatedly well over 3,000, the
highest since the pandemicbegan.
On Christmas Eve, Trump
played golf at his course in West
Palm Beach, Florida, and tweeted
a series of grievances repeating
his baseless claims about the
election result, including one
aimed at Senate Republicans,
whom he accuses of abandoning
him because many now publicly
recognise Biden as the winner.
Trump stunned members of
both parties when he unexpect-
edly announced this week his dis-
like of the $2.3 trillion spending
Bill, a package that had taken the
House and Senate months to ne-
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= ® pocketveto
ITIS not yet clear whether

Trump actually intends to
veto the Covid relief Bill. The
Bill was passed after months
of negotiations between both
parties in Congress, and it is
possible that lawmakers
could vote to override the
veto if Trump does use that
option. However, Trump
could use whatis knownas a
pocket veto in order to kill the
Bill. The President can hold on
to legislation for 10 days be-
fore he has to make a call onit,
and if Trump does that, the
Bill will effectively die be-
cause the current Congress’
term expires next week.

gotiate. The Bill provides $892 bil-
lionin coronavirusrelief,and $1.4
trillionin regular government ap-
propriations. Trump, who was
represented in the negotiations
by Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchinand had not objected to
the terms prior to the House and
Senate votes,complained that the
package was too full of money for
special interests and foreign aid,
and said the $600 in direct pay-
ments was notenough. REUTERS

AFTER DISSOLUTION OF PARLIAMENT

Nepal’s Supreme Court issues
showcause notice to Oli govt

YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, DECEMBER 25

A CONSTITUTIONAL bench of
Nepal’s Supreme Court issued a
showcause notice Friday to the
K P Sharma Oli government, ask-
ingitto furnish reasons for the dis-
solution of the House of
Representatives, along with the
originalletter of recommendation
for dissolution and the response
fromthe President’s office, by Jan 3.

A faction of the ruling Nepal
Communist Party, led by Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, hasac-
cused Prime Minister Oli of dis-
solving the House in a bid to re-
tain power.

New Delhi

queues of lorries following the
resumption of cross-channel
travel for drivers who test nega-
tive for Covid-19.

Ferry services between Dover
and the French port of Calais
restarted on Thursday, ending sev-
eral days of ablockade imposed by
France following the discovery of
the new virus variant in England.

Soldiers were checking vehi-
cles and drivers’ documents at
the entrance to the port and
French officials, in Dover to help
clear the backlog, were seen ad-
ministering nasal swab tests to
drivers. An additional 800
British troops have now been
deployed to the port, on top of
the 300 sent initially.

Another new
coronavirus
variant found
in Nigeria, says
Africa CDC

REUTERS
NAIROBI, DECEMBER 25

ANOTHER NEW variant of the
novel coronavirus seems to
have emerged in Nigeria,
the head of Africa’s disease con-
trol body said on Thursday,
cautioning more investigation
was needed.

“It's a separate lineage from
the UK and the South African
lineages,” John Nkengasong, di-
rector of the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) told an online news con-
ference from Addis Ababa.

The news comes as cases are
surging in both Nigeria and
South Africa. In the past week,
Nigeria reported a 52% increase
in cases and South Africa a 40%
increase, Nkengasong said.

He said there was no evi-
dence the new variant was con-
tributing to increased trans-
mission in Nigeria, but
cautioned the country does less
genomic surveillance than
Britain.

The Nigeria CDC and the
African Centre of Excellence for
Genomics of Infectious Diseases
in Nigeria will study more sam-
ples, Nkengasong said.

“Give us some time ... it’s still
very early”, he said, inresponse to
questions about the variant.

Amid the feud between rival
factions of the NCP, China’s am-
bassador Hou Yanqgi met the
party’s dissident leaders for a
third day in arow. She met senior
NCP leader Madhav Nepal and
former Speaker Krishna Bahadur
Mabhara separately, a day after her
meeting with Prachanda.

Meanwhile, OlisaidinaTVin-
terview that he would take more

Atamarchto
protest against
the dissolution
of Parliament,
in Kathmandu
Friday. Reuters

stern measures if he was instigated
further, drawing speculation that
he could move to dismiss all the
seven provincial governments, or
at least some of them, and put
them under the Centre’s rule.
Protests have erupted in parts
of Nepal against the dissolution of
the House, with some protesters
burning effigies of Oli and
President Bidhya Devi Bhandari.
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FINAL DECISION LIKELY TO BE TAKEN AFTER SPECTRUM AUCTION IN MARCH

Consumerinfocus: DoT & Traimay
dash telcos’ hopes of fixed floor price

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

THE  DEPARTMENT  of
Telecommunications (DoT) is
not in favour of allowing or fix-
ing a floor price for voice or data
services offered by telcos as
there has been substantial hike
in tariffs by the operators in re-
cent months without any corre-
sponding drop in user numbers,
senior government officials told
The Indian Express.

A final decision on the issue
is likely to be taken after the
spectrum auction in March. The
DoT, however, does not want to
be seen taking an anti-consumer
stance and therefore may avoid
the floor pricing altogether, offi-
cials said.

“We have a forbearance
model. In the past few months,
the data consumption for all
players has been very
high...pattern is likely to con-
tinue now. They (telcos) have

—— BRIEFLY —

Payment notice
toDish TV

New Delhi: Direct-to-home
operator Dish TV said Friday
ithasreceived ademand no-
tice from the government
for payment of Rs 4,164.05
crore,whichincludes licence
fee and interest. In a regula-
tory filing, the Essel group
company said that the Mini-
stry of Information and Bro-
adcasting, via a letter dated
December 24,asked it to pay
the said sum towards licence
fee from the period from the
date of issuance of DTH li-
cence till FY19.

Duty oncarbon
blackimports

New Delhi: The Commerce
Ministry has recommended
extension of anti-dumping
duty for five years on carbon
black from Chinaand Russia,
said a Directorate General of
Trade Remedies notification.

‘IKEAIndialoss
widensinFY20’

New Delhi: IKEA India saw its
net loss widen to Rs 720.1
crorein2019-20, as per reg-
ulatory documents.

Sebifineorder:
NDTVtoappeal

New Delhi: NDTV promot-
ers, Prannoy and Radhika
Roy, and promoter group
company RRPR Holding Pvt
Ltd will appeal against the
Sebi order that imposed a
fine of Rs 27 crore on them
foralleged non-disclosure of
certain loan agreements, as
perafilingtoexchanges. PTI

‘Chinacosdelay,
cancelbonds’

Shanghai: Chinese compa-
nies have cancelled or de-
layed issuance of nearly 200
bonds worth 145.7 billion
yuan ($22.31 billion) since
early November, state media
reported. REUTERS

EXPLAINED

Long-term
productivity
o iskey

recent months.

run, policy experts said.

DEMAND FOR floor pricing for data and voice services has
been unanimously supported by telecom operators, and in-
dustry representatives too have asked expedition of the
process. However, authorities have pointed out that data con-
sumption has been quite high and telcos have raised tariffs in

While the industry has pressed for the need for a floor
price, doing so may not be as productive until it is for the long

raised tariffs also in recent
months,” an official said.

Apart from the DoT, the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai) is also learnt to have
supported the idea of not fixing
a floor price for the services,
sources said.

Though Trai had started

AmiD CoviD

consultations on the issue of
floor pricing in December last
year, a nationwide lockdown in
March this year, put in place to
prevent the spread of Covid-19,
brought these open-house de-
bates to a halt.

Former Trai Chairperson RS
Sharma, who had kick-started

discussions, however, retired in
September this year, without
having achieved the finality on
this issue.

It is now likely, officials said,
that the new chairperson P D
Vaghela may either start a fresh
consultation process or drop the
matter altogether based on his
meetings with DoT officials.

The issue of floor pricing for
dataas well as voice services has
been unanimously supported by
the three big private telcos,
Reliance Jio Infocomm, Bharti
Airtel and Vi (Vodafone Idea).
Industry body Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI),
which represents the three tel-
cos, has also in recent months
written to the Trai to expedite
the process of fixing a floor price
for both data and call services,
but without any success.

In its letter to the DoT, the
industry body had said that the
demand for a floor price on
both data and voice services
was a “legitimate” demand

given the financial health of the
telecom players.

“Given the financial pres-
sure on the sector and the fact
that ARPU (average revenue per
user) and tariffs of the Indian
telecom sector are the lowest in
the world, floor pricing is im-
perative to ensure that the sec-
tor is sustainable,” COAI had
said in its letter.

Of the three, both Bharti
Airtel and Vi are under pressure
following the Supreme Court’s
October 2019 ruling on ad-
justed gross revenue (AGR).

The court had ruled that
Bharti Airtel and Vi must pay
long-pending AGR dues,
the penalty for non-payment
over the past years, and
the interest on penalty for
non-payment.

Bharti Airtel owes Dol more
thanRs 43,000 crore, of which it
has paid close to Rs 18,000 crore
until now, while Vi owes more
thanRs 58,000 crore, of which it
has paid nearly Rs 6,900 crore.

‘Stronger growth likely for auto
sector in FY22, EVs to benefit’

After recovering from the Covid impact, auto industry is likely
to see stronger growth in 2021-22, with EV sales, especially
two-wheleers, also likely to be positive,a Nomura report said

Export opportunities: Further, export opportunities
for EV components as well as batteries could emerge
for domestic players as the world struggles to find
alternative sources for supply chain resilience

33,77,436: 2,11,81,390:
PVUNITSSOLDIN2018-19,UP  TWO-WHEELERS SOLDIN
2.7°%FROM 32,88,581UNITS 2018-19,UP 4.86% AS
IN2017-18, ASPERSOCIETY COMPARED WITH

OF INDIANAUTOMOBILE 2,02,00,117 UNITSIN
MANUFACTURERS (SIAM) 2017-18

PV recovery to take time: Boost for EV components:

Inthe personal vehicle (PV)
segment, the levels reached in
2018-19 would be reached only
in2022-23, whereas for two-
wheelers, it will be achieved
maybe a year after that

Positive outlook for EVs:
Electric vehicles (EVs) would
also see positive movementsin
FY22, especially in two-wheeler
EV segment, with new players
like Ola Electric comingin

Why is it important: After recovering from the
pandemic, the auto industry would see stronger growth
next fiscal, with some price hikes — expected with
introduction of new regulations — being a key factor

On the EV components side, cell
level manufacturing could start
off with technological
collaborations focusing on new
tech like LTO (lithium titanium
oxide) batteries

Higher competition:

Wider participation by local
players as well as entry of some
new players could be seenin
terms of EV components such
as motors and controllers

Source:
Nomura/PTI

Manufacturing cos see recovery
with softer Q2 sales contraction

Data drawn from results of listed NGNF cos by Reserve Bank

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 25

DEMAND CONDITIONS in the
manufacturing sector returned to
the recovery mode, with a softer
year-on-year (y-0-y) contraction
of4.3 per centin the second quar-
ter of this financial year, in terms of
nominal sales after shrinking 41.1
per cent in the previous quarter
thatwas hitby countrywide lock-
downs due to Covid-19,according
toRBl data.

The recovery was led by iron
and steel, food products, cement,
automobile and pharmaceuticals
companies, showed the data on
the performance of the private
corporate sector during the sec-
ond quarter of 2020-21.

Manufacturing companies re-
ported sales of Rs 5,99,479 crore
inQ2,asagainstRs 3,97,233 crore
in April-June of FY21. The datahas
been drawn from abridged quar-
terly financial results of 2,637

NOMINAL SALES
SHRINK 4.3%

W Manufacturing
companies posted a
4.3%year-on-year
contractionin Q2FY21,
in terms of nominal
sales, after shrinking
41.1%in the preceding
quarter, as per RBl data

listed non-government non-fi-
nancial (NGNF) companies, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said.

Nominal sales of non-IT serv-
ices sector too posted lower con-
traction of 14.5 per cent (y-0-y),
led by expansionin sales of teleco-
mmunication and real estate co-
mpanies. Sales growth of [T sector
companies remained steady at 3.6
per cent (y-o-y)in Q2 FY21.

As perthe data, sales of non-IT
firms and IT firms during the sec-

ond quarter stood at Rs 80,842
crore and Rs 1,01,353 crore, re-
spectively. “Operating profits of
manufacturing companies in-
creased on the back of savings in
expenditure; operating profits of
services (bothIT and non-IT) com-
paniesalsoincreased in Q2:2020-
21,” the RBI said in a statement.

On expenditure, it said input
cost pressure from raw materials
remained subdued for manufac-
turing sector in the July-
September quarter of the fiscal.

Meanwhile, staff cost growth
(y-0-y)decelerated for IT compa-
nies in the second quarter,
whereas it remained in contrac-
tion zone for the manufacturing
and non-IT services sectors.

As per the data, with rise in
profits, interest coverage ratio
(ICR) of manufacturing compa-
niesimproved to4.6in the second
quarterof2020-21 from2.4inthe
previous three-month period. The
ICR of non-IT services companies
remained below one.

RIL to buy out
IMG Worldwide
from sports
management JV

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 25

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES Ltd (RIL)
has agreed to buy out IMG
Worldwide LLC from their sports
management joint venture for
Rs 52.08 crore.

The company, in a stock ex-
change filing, said it will buy IMG
Worldwide’s 50 per cent stake in
IMG-Reliance Ltd (IMG-R) for no
more than Rs 52.08 crore in cash.

RIL will rebrand the company
after the closure of the deal.

RIL had formed an equal joint
venture with IMG Worldwide, an
international sports marketing
and management company, in
2010 to develop, market and
manage sports and entertain-
mentin India.

IMG is a global leader in
sports, fashion, events and me-
dia, operating in more than 30
countries, and is a part of the
Endeavor network.

Domestic equity, currency and bullion markets and international stock markets were closed on Friday on account of Christmas

INTERVIEW WITH CEO, GENNOVA BIOPHARMACEUTICALS

‘Vaccine price to be outcome
of scale; have output capacity

of 30 mn doses per

THE MRNA Covid-19 vaccine by
Gennova Biopharmaceuticals will
hopefully not only achieve a sim-
ilar efficacy to the candidates de-
veloped by Pfizer and Moderna,
but will also be more affordably
priced for a country like India, ac-
cording to CEO DrSANJAY SINGH.
In an interview to PRABHA
RAGHAVAN, Singh details how
the Pune firm’s vaccine works and
delves into plans to test and scale
up production for a vast popula-
tion. Edited excerpts:

How does your mRNA vaccine,
which uses a self-amplifying
model, compare with Pfizer
and Moderna’s candidates?

Ourvaccine will workinasim-
ilar fashion to Pfizer’'s and
Moderna’s candidates. Regardless
of the fact that thisis based on the
self-amplifying mRNA platform,
it allows you to give the message
to the cells, which convertsitinto
the antigen, generating a neutral-
ising immune response against
the Covid-19 virus. Unlike ours,
Moderna’s and Pfizer’s vaccines
use non-replicating mRNA.

A self-amplifying type mRNA
is much more beneficialinsucha
pandemic situation, where the
vaccine deployment is not in mil-
lions, but billions. For the coun-
try’s population, this will be the
most appropriate vaccine candi-
date. The advantage is that you
can give maybe a lower dose of
the vaccine.

Moderna’s vaccineis reported
toworkat 100 microgramsintwo
doses, while Pfizer’s works at 30
micrograms in two doses. We are
targeting 5, 10 and 25 micrograms
and we hope that any one of these
doses will prove to be efficacious.

In a self-amplifying module,
one mRNA molecule enters the
celland produces multiple copies,
which will then make higher
quantities of protein antigen com-
pared toasimilar dose of the non-
replicating mRNA. Therefore, the
effective dose can be quite less,
providing a similar protection to
disease. Another advantage of
mRNA in general is that it never
enters the nucleus and, thereby,
there is no possibility of integra-
tion in the organism’s genome,
where the DNA resides. Itdoes its
work in the cytoplasm, and be-
cause of this chemical structure,
it is a naturally self-degrading
molecule — it goes away withina
limited time.

We did extensive preclinical
animal testing, starting some-
where in March for nine months.
Thisisimportant becauseitwill re-
duce our risk, improve safety and
help us understand the possible
efficacious doses of our vaccine.

What timelines are you
looking at for the testing of
your vaccine candidate in
India? What is the scope for

=
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-

-
Dr Sanjay Singh

global testing of this vaccine?

For phase 1, we have got two
sites where we will be starting en-
rolment soon. These are KEM
Hospital in Pune and a govern-
ment hospital in Kolhapur. The
first phase will include 120 partic-
ipants. Wearelooking atenrolling
500 participants for phase 2 trials
and this will go into many sites. I
hope it will be 6-10sites.

We hope tostart phase 1soon.
We will present our phase 1 data
to the DCGI (Drug Controller
General of India), before starting
the second phase,and sothe time-
line for the trials to be completed
will depend on these factors. |
hope this will take around twoand
ahalf months, but this can vary.

We are aiming to start phase
1 trials in the US also with our
partners. The NIH has funded us
— around $8.2 million — and we
will expand this globally.

At present, we are in discus-
sions with the US FDA, but we
expect somewhere in the mid-
dle of February to be able to start
phase 1 trials. The number of
participants (in the US) will be
decided by the FDA there, the
way the participants in India
have been decided by the CDSCO
(Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation).

There is a possibility that we
mightgoin forlarger global trials,
and | presume the target countries
for these trials will include Brazil
and South Africa.

What correlates of protection
(correlates of protection are
signs that the vaccine isable to
develop the immune response
required) will you be looking
atto ensure thatyour vaccine
is efficacious?

We will be looking at corre-
lates similar to what Pfizer has
studied in its trials, and some ad-
ditional correlates. For instance,
(we would be looking at) the hu-
moral response in terms of anti-
body and neutralisation titers.
Another correlate is how good the
cellular (T-cell) response is. If a
vaccine which has been approved
uses the same platform, we know

month’

what the correlates of protection
are. During our phase 1 and 2 tri-
als, we will have to see whether
we are getting a similar kind of re-
sponse. We will also look at addi-
tional correlates of protection, but
these are the most important.

Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines
seem to be expensive for
developing countries. How
doyou expectyour vaccine
tobe priced?

The price of the vaccine is di-
rectly correlated with its mass
production. It has to be affordable
and competitive, but right now
the priority is safety and efficacy.
Ourvaccine's pricing will certainly
be in the affordable range — we
are committed to that— butitwill
also depend on how many doses
we are asked to manufacture. The
price will be an outcome of scale.

How areyou overcoming
potential supply chainissues
with your vaccine? What
capacity are you aiming for?

We already have installed a
production capacity of 30 million
doses per month, but we can
ramp it up fairly quickly with our
parent group, Emcure. In terms of
raw materials, we are already do-
ingbackward integration to make
sure we are self-sufficient in this
crucial part of the supply chain. If
we have to produce billions of
doses, the raw material will cer-
tainly crop up as anissue. But, for
the level we are at, currently, we
have sourced the raw materialsin
such a fashion that we can pro-
duce afew hundred million doses
annually ina very short time.

Once we complete phase 2,
we will be in a much better posi-
tion to understand what kind of
production capacity we're going
toaim for.

Realistically, when do you
expecta Covid-19vaccine
becoming available in India?

[feel we can have some bright
prospects close to March to April.
This means a vaccine in visibility
with established safety and effi-
cacy data.

How has financingand
support from CEPIand BIRAC
help in the development of
your vaccine?

Other than the initial seed
fundingand support from DBT, the
most important thing that came
tousisthatwe have gone through
amulti-layer review process, and
these expert comments were an
added advantage for us.

Every second month, we are
presenting to the committee,
and they are evaluating our data.
So, Gennova has a unique advan-
tage of having such an expert
group available for their vaccine
development apart from just
seed funding.

3.97 cr ITRs filed for FY20 till Dec 24

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,DECEMBER 25

AS MANY as 3.97 crore taxpayers
have already filed theirincome tax
returns for assessment year (AY)
2020-21 (fiscal year 2019-20) till
December 24, the Income Tax
Department said on Friday.

“Over 3.97 crore Income Tax
Returns have already been filed till
24thof December, 2020.Have you
filed yours asyet? If not, please do
it TODAY! File your Return of
Income Tax & ...Relax!,” the de-
partment tweeted.

The deadline to file I-T
returns by individual
taxpayers for the
2019-20 fiscal ends on
December 31, 20

This includes 2.27 crore tax-
payers filing ITR-1, 85.20 lakh fil-
ing ITR-4, 46.78 lakh ITR-3 and
28.74lakh filing ITR-2.

The deadline to file I-T returns
by individual taxpayers for the
2019-20 fiscal (AY 2020-21) ends
on December 31, 2020, while the

same for taxpayers whose ac-
counts require to be audited is
January 31,2021.

The due date has been ex-
tended from July 31 and October
31,2020, respectively inview of the
COVID pandemic.

At the close of deadline for fil-
ing[TRwithout payment of late fee
for FY 2018-19 (AY 2019-20), over
5.65 crore returns were filed by
taxpayers. The deadline last year
was extended till August 31,2019.

The I-T department said 3.92
crore [TRs were filed till August 24,
2019,compared to 3.97 crore filed
till December 24, 2020.

EU nations start assessing post-Brexit trade deal with UK
‘India should seek FT'As with EU, UK’

REUTERS
BRUSSELS, DECEMBER 25

EUROPEAN UNION ambassadors
were convening on Christmas Day
tostartassessing the massive free-
trade deal the bloc struck with
Britain that should kick off next
week when the acrimonious
Brexit divorce process finally
comes to an end. After the deal
was announced on Thursday, EU
nations already showed support
for the outcome and it was ex-
pected that they would unani-
mously back the agreement, a
prerequisite for its legal approval.

Speedily approving the dealis

EU’s chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier at a meeting of the Committee of the Permanent
Representatives of the Governments of the Member States to the European Union, in Brussels. AP

essential, since a transition period
during whichBritain continued to
trade by EU rules despite its
January 31 departure from the
bloc runs out on New Year’s Day.
The UK parliament is expected
toapprove the deal in the coming
days, butthe agreement will have
to be applied provisionally, since
the EU’s legislature can only give
itsnod next month at the earliest.
There, too, approval is expected.
The strong show of unity is
testament to EU chief negotiator
Michel Barnier, who has worked
relentlessly to keep all EU nations
and groups within the EU parlia-
mentin the loop of developments
throughout the negotiations.

New Delhi: With European Union
and the UK clinching a post-Brexit
trade pact, India should now ag-
gressively pursue free trade agree-
ments (FTAs)separately withboth
the regions, according to experts.

Althoughitis prematuretoas-
sess the gains for India from the
agreement between European
Union (EU) and the United
Kingdom, Indian goods would not
get much benefit from this pact,
they said.

However, India can explore
opportunities in service sectors
like information technology, ar-

New Delhi

chitecture, research and develop-
mentand engineeringinboth the
markets as the EU-UK pact does
not cover services, they added.

“There is not much gain for
Indian goods, but we can gain in
services sector inboth the UKand
EU markets. We will gain more in
the UK market as we are an
English speaking country,”
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO)director gen-
eral Ajay Sahai said.

He said there are no specific
customs duty benefits for domes-
tic goods from this agreement.

“Now we should push the FTA
negotiations with both the EU and
the UK. Indian competitors like
Vietnam have greater duty advan-
tage in sectors like apparel and
marine goods,” Sahai said.

Sharing similar views, Biswajit
Dhar, a professor of economics at
Jawaharlal Nehru University, said
India had a lot of contentious is-
sues while negotiating FTA with
the EU. However, after Brexit, the
UK could have different stand on
those issues and now “India
should pursue FTA talks again
with both the regions”. PTI
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Why Jadeja for Kohli is
aradical selection shift

All-rounder’s return gives this team the option of fielding five genuine bowlers

TUSHARBHADURI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 25

FOUR CHANGES in a Test match side will
normally be considered drastic, but the
playing XI picked by Team India’s think
tank for the Boxing Day Test match is un-
derstandable in the backdrop of the
Adelaide debacle.

Shubman Gill for Prithvi Shaw,
Mohammed Siraj for Mohammed Shami
and Rishabh Pant for Wriddhiman Saha can
be termed like-for-like replacements, but
the one that seems a bit radical is Ravindra
Jadeja coming in for regular skipper Virat
Kohli. It changes the whole dynamic and
balance of the side. India seems to be taking
the aggressive options for the Melbourne
Test starting on Saturday.

Can an all-rounder replace Batsman
No.1?

The left-arm spinner’s batting has im-
proved considerably in recent times, but he
will not be expected to contribute to Kohli’s
quantum of runs. What he brings to the
table is a fifth bowling option, probably the
best in the world right now. He will not be
considered a specialist batsman, but he has
shown in the past that he can come to the
party when the chips are down. And if the
MCG pitchis slow and flat as it has been in
recent times, the extra spin op-
tion will be handy, both as a
wicket-taking and containment
option.

Gill for Shaw was expected.

Shaw’s technical deficiencies
on pitches that do a little bit were
laid bare in Adelaide. Gill is a
much more solid and technically-proficient
batsman, and his game is well suited to the
Aussie conditions with the extra bounce. He
has scored most of his First-Class runs as an
opener for Punjab, and a Test debut has
been considered long overdue. He could
protect the middle order, already missing
Kohli, from the new ball. The dressing room
will be a calmer place.

EXPLAINED

Is Pant for Saha a gamble?

There is hardly any doubt that Saha is
the most accomplished gloveman in India,
but there’s a line of thinking that his skills
are required more in sub-continental con-
ditions while standing up to spinners. The
Bengal player is a stubborn batsman who

Ravindra Jadejais likely to batat No 7. P11

has scored vital runs in the
past, but Pant has the ability to
change a game with the batin
a short period of time. With
Kohli absent, the team man-
agement may have been look-
. ing for someone to take the ag-
gressive option and put
pressure back on the Australian bowlers.
And Pant is likely to be reliable behind the
stumps against seamers. They will keep
their fingers crossed that he doesn’t make
any mistakes while 'keeping to spinners.

Siraj preferred over Saini.

This is a forced change. Shami bowls a
heavy ball and can run through a batting or-
derif heis in the mood. Siraj is more a swing
bowler who can be effective if there’s assis-
tance available. He also has a better First-
Class and A-team record than Navdeep
Saini, who was the other option for this
spot. Siraj and Umesh Yadav can be a handy
new-ball pairing, keeping the threat of
Jasprit Bumrah as first change. Saini would

have been preferred if the pitch was ex-
pected to be quicker.

Finally, what about KL Rahul?

Rahul’s pedigree with the bat is not in
doubt. He is on his third Test tour of
Australia and even has a hundred there. He
also gives the team management options —
he can keep wickets, batin the middle order,
or even open the batting.

But Rahul has been a wicketkeeper only
in white-ball games so far, and giving him
the big gloves would have been a big risk.
As far as opening goes, he has struggled in
overseas conditions when the ball moves
off the straight, and Gill was considered the
more solid player at this stage. And as Rahul
doesn’t bowl, he was pipped by Jadeja who
could give a genuine wicket-taking option
if conditions are favourable.

As Rahul didn’t feature in either of the
warm-up games before the first Test, it’s
evident that he isn’t quite in the think
tank’s scheme of things as far as Tests are
concerned.

SERIEA

Resurgent Milan challenge
Juventus’ dominance

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
MILAN, DECEMBER 25

LIKE 2020 in general, it's been a strange year
for Serie A. For the first time since 2009, both
Milan clubs are at the top of the Italian league
standings heading into the winter break.

Inter Milan went on to win the title that
season, with city rival AC Milan claiming it
the following campaign. Neither of them has
won it since, in a nine-year domination of
Serie A by Juventus, but Milan ends the year
one point ahead of second-place Inter.

Juventus uncharacteristically finds itself
in sixth, trailing Milan by 10 points — albeit
having played a match less. Milan can’t quite
claim the symbolic title of “Winter
Champion,” however, as that goes to the
team top of Serie A at the halfway stage. With
the season having started later than usual —
because of the effects of the coronavirus pan-
demic on the last campaign — only 14 of the
19 rounds making up the first half of the sea-
son have been played. The Serie A season will
resume on 3 January.

Mesmerising Milan

What a difference a year makes. Milan
has collected 34 points from its first 14 league
matches, exactly double the number it had at
the same stage last year. It is also the only un-
beaten team across Europe’s top five leagues,
with 10 wins and four draws and is within
touching distance of a record.

Milan is only the second side in those five
leagues to have scored at least two goals in
more than 15 successive matches reaching
back to last season. The Rossoneri have done
soin 16 and are closing in on Barcelona’s
record of 18, set in 1948. The key difference
between this year and last is that Milan now
has forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic. The team was
12th when Ibrahimovic returned to the clubin
January, eight years after his departure —and
that of others — sparked a spiral of decline.

Ibrahimovic has helped transform the
club not only with his goals on the field but
also his leadership qualities off it. The 39-
year-old Ibrahimovic has played less than
half his team’s matches this season as he has
been sidelined with the coronavirus and in-
juries. He has nevertheless managed to score
10 goals in his six league matches.
Ibrahimovic has also helped coach Stefano
Pioli bring out the best in Milan’s young play-
ers. Soyouthful is Milan’s squad that this sea-
son it has fielded the two youngest starting
lineups in Serie A since at least 2004-05
when statistics supplier Opta started collect-
ing that data. “Pioli told me that there
(Sweden)I have two children but here I have
25 and they need me,” Ibrahimovic said in a
recent interview, when asked if he had

Zlatan Ibrahomovic has scored 10 goals
in Serie A so far this season. Reuters

thought of going to his native Sweden when
he was injured.

Ibrahimovic has also instilled a never-
give-up mentality in his teammates and that
was clearly evident on Wednesday when
Theo Hernandez scored in stoppage time to
secure a 3-2 win over Lazio and ensure Milan
headed into the winter break above Inter.

While ending the year top of the table
might only be symbolic, its importance to
the players was clearly shown by their wild
celebrations. It matters as much to their fans
as around 500 of them welcomed the team
bus to the stadium, letting off flares and
chanting their support, with spectators still
banned from stadiums in Italy because of the
pandemic.

Flailing Juve

Things are not going to plan at Juventus
for new coach Andrea Pirlo. Pirlo was tasked
with turning Juventus into a more attractive
side and ending the club’s quarter-century
wait for Champions League success, despite
it being his very first coaching position.

But the Bianconeri are faltering in Serie
A, which it has dominated for the previous
nine seasons. Under the 41-year-old Pirlo,
Juventus is having one of its worst starts since
2010 and is 11 points worse off than it was
after 13 matches last season under predeces-
sor Maurizio Sarri. Juventus' problem is
drawing matches it would have previously
won. Pirlo’s side has already drawn six of its
matches — more than it has inany of the last
eight seasons apart from 2014-15.

Juventus also appears to have become too
dependent on Cristiano Ronaldo and strug-
gles when its star forward has an unusually
sub-par performance.

— BRIEFLY ——

Centre sanctions
Vinesh’strainingcamp
inHungary

New Delhi: The central government has
sanctioned a 40-day training camp for
champion wrestler Vinesh Phogat along
withher personal coachWoller Akos, spar-
ring partner Priyanka Phogat and physio-
therapist Poornima Raman Ngomdir for a
total cost of Rs 15.51 lakh. The camp was
sanctioned under the government's Target
Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS). The
campwill take place fromDecember28 to
January 24 at the Vasas Sports Club in
Budapest, Hungary and from January 24 to
February 5 at the Olympic Training Centre
inSzczrykinPoland. The total costincludes
airfare, local transportation, boarding and
lodging charges and out of pocket al-
lowance. Vinesh is a part of the Target
Olympic Podium Scheme and is a medal
prospect at the Tokyo Games. The training
camp has been planned by Vinesh's per-
sonal coach Akos, giving her the opportu-
nitytosparwithmanyEuropean wrestlers
in her weight category and improving on
her technical and tactical aspects.

‘Amirincidentwillhave
negativeimpactonteam’

Lahore; Former Pakistan captainand chief
selector Inzamam-ul-Haq believes that the
recent Muhammad Amir retirement con-
troversy will have a negative impact on
country's cricket. Amir recently retired
frominternational cricket due to his differ-
ences with team management compris-
ing chief coach Misbah ulHaqand bowling
coach Waqar Younis. "It is not about what
impact Amir's decision will have on our
bowlingresources or strength because life
moves on. But what bothers me more is
the negative impact such incidents have
on our cricket and its image,” Inzamam
told the mediain Lahore on Thursday. The
batting great felt that the Amir incident
didn't reflect well on Pakistan cricket.

Lampard seeks
improvementatChelsea

London:Chelseaboss Frank Lampard said
he is pleased with the progress made by
his team in the Premier League so far this
season, but has called for further improve-
mentin their quest tobecome genuine ti-
tle contenders. “I'mhappy butwe always
want more as managers,” Lampard told
Sky Sports on Thursday. “The reality is at
the start of the season, we had some new
players while others were missing, and
we lacked a pre-season. Looking at our
early results, we saw some good and some
not-so-good performances.” AGENCIES

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson
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12 Extreme scepticism (8) 4 Cupboard that will give more
13 Hetangles with cop - that will air(7) B _#-
mean time (5) 5 Death to various mice found in [ .
15 Nautical way to the top (7) thearea(7)
17 Fancy me being foundina 7 Game many take to(5)
broken chair (7) 8 Uncivil and it may be drunk,
19 Plunder piled so haphazardly butit’s enjoyed by the fit (4,6)
(7) 9 Let'shire outa placein Jersey
21 Stays toenclose anumber in (2,6)
some armour (7) 14 Main thoroughfare used by
22 Kicking oneself for getting rug merchants(5,5)
inbad condition (5) 16 Inflexible hold onaclub? (4,4)

24 Ten girls gone astray, yet still of
excellent character
(8)

27 Allagreed todistribution of a
union sum (9)

28 Isinvolved in one dreadful row

(43)

light(7)

29 Almost drain a pitcher
4)

30 Of use to writers still, we hear
(10)

off? (5)

(4)

18 Aninelegant sort of plant(9)
20 Endure the French type of beer

21 The secret’s out; it's come to
23 Not in the best of moods, [
(5) reckon! (5)

25 Language used in telling one

26 Fed up youth begins to resist

MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

new direction.

F

Solutions Crossword 4311: Across: 1 Ejected, 5 Amass, 8 Shipyards, 9 Sum, 10
Yaws, 12 Falsetto, 14 Pliant, 15 Relate, 17 Altering, 18 Asia, 21 Inn, 22 Practical, 24
Tepid, 25 Annexes. Down: 1 Essay, 2 Eli, 3 Toys, 4 Dorsal, 5 Assessed, 6 Alsatians, 7
Someone, 11 Written up, 13 Intrepid, 14 Pianist, 16 Ankara, 19 Atlas, 20 Stun, 23 Cox.

I'M GOING TO ASK SANTA TO
OMNLY BREING ME ERUCATIONAL TOVS

s
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OMLY BEING ME DUME TOYS

the top. If you imagine that it is
best to be humble, and to hide
your talents under a stone, you
will miss out. The one
important condition is to avoid
bad-tempered people,
especially the ones who don't

TAURUS (Apr. 21 - May 21)

is to stay still and avoid being
noticed. This may be your most

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You have no doubt
discovered what
other people have
been up to, but don't
imagine that you know the
whole truth. This is a very
useful time for travel, partly
because the results will exceed
your expectations. It's possible
thatan unexpected encounter
could take your lifeina

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)

unconditional support. Your
behaviour may be largely
dominated by events which
took place a long time ago, and
memories which may be buried
deep in your unconscious.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23)

people, and it's therefore very

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20) LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct.23)
This is a moment to Seen from one angle
boast, believe in your stars are
yourself and positively riotous,
generally aim for although social costs

may spiral out of control

unless you take firm action. Old
friends may be on your mind, so
get in touch. Steer clear of
conflict; even if that does

mean postponing a

particular appointment.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Your stars have

You have long ago seldom looked more
realised that there competitive. Put

are situations in aside any doubts,
which the best plan overcome all qualms, and set

out to be number one in love, at
home and at work. Only accept
those social taboos and
constraints which suit you. And
don'tlet everyone else know
your intentions - unless you
absolutely have to.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)
Life is in the balance
and could swing
either way, whether
towards
confrontation or towards great
joy. The choice is yours. The
main consideration, though, is
always to aim for the most
adventurous options,
broadening your horizons and
catching a glimpse of the
larger picture.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

Think about what You seem to be going
you can do for through an
others. Within the extravagant phase
family it seems to be and, in some cases,
children and younger relatives thatmaybean
who need maximum understatement! Domestic and

family commitments could add
to the monetary burden, while
personal relationships are
heading for an intense period.
The next few weeks could bring
surprises, so get ready.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

You are probably Matrimonial and
unaware of just how partnership affairs
much you can become even more
influence other important, if sucha

thing were possible. It is
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OWARR LLOWHO e O unstuck. Careful and practical pleasant to have your emotions
8 DifficultyLevel 29 | 4 [ T 48152 5181 3 actionis the answer. Also, raise  taken for granted, but that is
Is =Very easy; 25 = Easy; 4|2 A 5 16 981 Fl2 84 your spirits with pleasant day- what seems to have happened.
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Tim PAINE CALLS FOR SYDNEY SACRIFICE

Australian skipper Tim Paine on Friday invited broadcast and events staff to make a
"small sacrifice” of joining them in a bio-secure bubble and ensure the third Test goes
ahead as planned despite a spike in COVID-19 cases in Sydney. PTI

BOXING DAY TEST

'If Kohliis angry Amitabh, Rahane

In Kohli’s absence, Indiais
expected to see adrastic
change inleadership
style.However, itis
Rahane who actually
reflects the true
character of this team
DEVENDRAPANDEY &

SRIRAMVEERA
MUMBAI,DECEMBER 25

“IFKOHLIis the angry Amitabh Bachchan, then
Rahane is the Amol Palekar of Indian cricket,”
former Mumbai player and coach Vinayak
Samant, Rahane’s roommate in the domestic
team, nails the persona for us.

Palekarisaman of substance and atalented
actor who made his name with gentle, modest
characters withadiscernible middle-classness;
aapla normal mulga (our normal boy), as they
say in Marathi, words that would perfectly de-
scribe Rahane. With the pressure of expecta-
tions diluted in the absence of Kohli and
Mohammed Shami, Rahane’searthy lot standa
pretty decent chance in the second Test, in par-
ticular because of the conditions in Melbourne
(the MCG pitch is expected to be a bit dry, and
not offer steep bounce or excessive pace).

It'sRahane’simage that this team of charac-
ters actually reflects. They might dream about
being Amitabhs and Kohlis, but parse through
the line-up, from top to bottom, and one does-
n't get the image of any outlandish hero wad-
ingthrough burning decks. They seemmorelike
acommonmanwaiting for the bus orlocal train,
ready to take a deep breath and thrust them-
selvesinto the seemingly insurmountable odds
of everyday life. Like Rahane.

“He is not the type who will talk loudly or
mouth curses. He will talk sensibly even in
crunch pressure situations. Hedoesn'tget hyper.
Heisthesilent manlike Palekar. Ineverremem-

Ajinkya Rahane has captained India twice in Tests, winning both the games. AP

berhimbeingloud.Evenif upset,he won't show
itin hisreaction. That's his nature,” Samant says.

Thereis a popular story in the Indian dress-
ing room, shared by Rohit Sharma in the show
Breakfastwith Champions. Once, in Australia, the
senior players had convinced Rahane that he
needs to sledge back the Australians who were
needling him. “Two or three players were sledg-
ing him, saying “f*** you, play shots and such,
Ajju went towards them and did” - Sharma
mimicked Rahane, sticking his tongue out and
showingit to the player,and Sharma convulses
with laughter in the retelling. Rahane doesn’t
mouth cuss words or reach out for middle fin-
gers; he sticks his tongue out.

Rahane, the earnest sincere somewhat shy
person — who is always punctual — is known
butitdoesn’ttell anything about how he would
captain. Someone who observed him at close
quarters for two months, just recently, is

He is not the type who will talk loudly
or mouth curses. He will talk sensibly
even in crunch pressure situations.
He doesn’t get hyper. Heis the silent
man like Palekar. | never remember
himbeing loud. Evenif upset, he
won’tshow itin his reaction. That’s
his nature.”

VINAYAK SAMANT,
FORMER MUMBAI TEAM-MATE

Mohammad Kaif, the assistant coach at
Rahane’s IPL franchise Delhi Capitals.

“I was really impressed. He is honest and
trustworthy, two qualities that all players look
forward toina captain. Heis a team man, and
that’s just notan empty praise. He wasn't able
to crackinto the playing Xl in the initial games

this IPL and he might have felt disappointed
within, but never showed it. He was the most
eager at training, fielding like a fresh young-
ster, encouraging the rest. In the games, he
would willingly go in as substitute and give it
his all, and increased the energy levels of the
team. He has often runin to give drinks as well,
and even then would shout out some words
of encouragement.

“Total team spirit; players notice all thisand
take inspiration. An India vice-captain not
throwing tantrums, but eagerly doing every-
thing. In fact, it was [ who felt compelled to tell
him that his name was discussed in every se-
lection meeting and we are trying to find away
togethiminetc.He never onceasked meinour
numerous breakfast chats or anytime else about
why he hasn’t been picked,” Kaif says.

Kaif was alsoimpressed by the cricketingin-
telligence. “He doesn't talk too much in team

is Amol Palekar’

meetings,but whenever he said something, his
views were spot on and hence, respected by
everyone. He will also be good for the young-
sters like Mohammed Siraj; they will know that
he will be patient with them and listen them
out. My gut feel is that he is a bowler’s captain;
hewould respect the bowlers’ individuality, ask
feedback, and then make his own call.”
Rahane started to trust his own instincts as
captainwhen heled Mumbaiin the U-19 Cooch
Behar Trophy. It was a four-day game against
Odisha,whoneeded 10runs for the first-innings
lead, with a few wickets in hand. In the past, he
has talked about how he was confused whether
to go with a spinner or a fast bowler,
as there was turn and low bounce.
He backed his instinct and went
withafastbowler, whoexploited the
low bounce to claim all wickets and

L]

dropped from the Indian ODI team.

Samant, who was the Mumbai coach dur-
ing the phase Rahane was captain, disagrees.
“Thereisamisconception thathedoesn'ttakea
stand. Some show it in public about the stand
they tookand there are some whodoitsilently.
Rahane is among the latter.” Former India
opener Wasim Jaffer dismisses talks about the
perceived lack of aggression. “Without it, he
couldn’t have played for India for so long. He is
like (Rahul) Dravid; he will not show it but
knows how to channelise his aggression to the
benefit of his game. Aggression doesn’t mean
using bad words or doing certain things overtly;
everyone is different. There are lot of
quietbutvery aggressiveindividuals.
Rahaneisone of them.”

Jafferisn’tgetting carried away, ei-
ther. “He has the temperament of a

Mumbai took the lead. One of the
chief lessons he learnt from the only

captain, has good judgement but it's
still too early to judge himasaleader.

Test he has captained in before LIVE ON He has done it in IPL, but there are
(against Australia in Dharamsala in SONY otherfactorsinvolved inIPL. We shall
2017),hesays,wasaboutbackinghis NETWORK: now know, over the course of three
owninstincts.In2015, heled Indiaon 5.00 AM Tests,how good heis. Itwillbeatough

a tour of Zimbabwe for three ODIs
and two T20Is, which also had a
learning moment for him. In the first ODI,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar defended 10 runs in the
last over of the chase, conceding just five. That
taught him the need to back, trust, and support
his teammates, he has said in the past. “I feel he
would use R Ashwinreally well,” says Kaif. “I got
the feeling from the IPL that he knows and re-
spects Ashwin’s skills a lot, and on this pitch in
MCG, Iexpect himto turnto Ashwin pretty early
inthe game.”

Aditya Tare, Mumbai'’s captain, much junior
to Rahane, also spoke about his strengths and
innate sense of decency. “He likes to talk to
bowlers. He had maintained such a decorum
that he will not mess with the captain leading
that time. I always noticed he will keep on giv-
ingideas to bowlers, will be fielding near them.
He will play his role silently,” Tare says.

Thereisa perception that Rahane won't take
astand onissues, preferring to avoid conflicts, a
view probably attributed to him because he
hardly spoke up for even himself, when he was

situation; no Virat,no Shami, noRohit
either. How he motivates his teamre-
mains to be seen. Everything is against him, sit-
uationisadverse.” Kaif feels that the adversesit-
uation will actually have a liberating effect on
Rahane and Co. “Look, no one is expecting mir-
acles from him, especially after the way the first
Test was lost. But given the conditions in MCG,
ifitdoes play out slow and doesn’thave that ten-
nis-ball spongy bounce seenin Adelaide, I think
India have selected a good team, with Ravindra
Jadeja in. Not many will believe me, but I think
Rahane has a great chance of leading this team
toawinin these conditions.”

Bollywood might have long given uponthe
Basu Chatterjee- type movies butin the world of
web series, we have seen a quiet return. A few
days back, movie site IMDB rolled out its top 10
webseries of the year. Second on thelist, behind
the series onHarshad Mehta, was Panchayat,an
idyllic show set in rural India, A Malgudi days
meets Wagle ki Duniya -type series. Perhaps,
the time is ripe for Aapla Mulga Rahane, on the
sporting field.
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