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2 BILLS CLEAR RAJYA SABHA AMID PROTESTS

TMC member Derek O’Brien attempts to tear the Rule Book during the ruckus in Rajya Sabha on Sunday. RSTV/PTI

Crucial farm reforms through,
trail of anger, discord in House

Prime Minister hails ‘watershed moment in history of
Indian agriculture’, Opp says ‘historic for wrong reasons’

MANOJCG &
HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

DISMISSING OPPOSITION ob-
jections and pleas, the govern-
ment pushed through two key
farm Bills in Rajya Sabha on
Sunday amid unprecedented
scenes of chaos, confusion, and
ruckus. Agitated Opposition
members, protesting the exten-
sion of the House sitting be-
yond the scheduled end at
1 pm, tore copies of the Bills,
broke microphones on the

INSIDE

OPP SAYS BILLS ARE
DEATH WARRANT
FOR FARMERS; BJP
SAYS BIG REFORM

IN PARLIAMENT, PAGE 5

MAKING SENSE OF
THE FARM BILLS
EXPLAINED, PAGE 11

Chairman’s table, flung a copy
of the Rule Book at the presid-
ing officer, and then sat on a

dharna in the House even after
it was adjourned for the day.
Never unsure of its numbers
in the Upper House, and given
that many Opposition mem-
bers have cited health reasons
to stay away, the government,
using its numerical strength, re-
jected the Opposition demand
torefer the Bills — The Farmers’
Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Bill,
2020, and The Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement of Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill, 2020 —
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Opp, states see new faultline: Centre
usurps powers, weakens federalism

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

SEVERAL HOT-BUTTON issues
taken up by the government
this week have triggered a de-
bate over the federal character
of the polity, with opposition
and regional parties accusing
the Centre of “transgressing

into the powers of the state
government on subjects that
are in the concurrent list”.

The passage of the farm Bills
has come at the cost of the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), one
of the BJP’s oldest allies, walk-
ing out of the Union Cabinet —
and also threatening an exit
from the NDA.

The Telangana Rashtra

Samithi (TRS), which is consid-
ered friendly to the BJP, has
termed the Centre’s proposed
Electricity Bill, 2020, as “dracon-
ian”, and aimed at taking away
powers of the state. Telangana
Chief Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao hasaccused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of working “to-
wards complete centralisation

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Opp submits
unprecedented
resolution: Dy
Chairman has
to be removed

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

IN AN unprecedented move, as
many as 12 Opposition parties
came together on Sunday to sub-
mit a no-confidence resolution
seeking the removal of Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh. The move followed
uproar in the House over his de-
cision to extend the session be-
yond the scheduled 1 pm while
overruling Opposition pleas to
continue discussions on the con-
tentious farm Bills the next day.
“The Deputy Chairman has
violated all the canons of law,
procedure, parliamentary pro-
cedures, practices and fair play.
Today, the Deputy Chairman did
not allow points of order to be
raised, did not allow large num-
bers of members of Rajya Sabha
from diverse political parties op-
posing the anti-farmer Bill...even
to speak,” the resolution stated.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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Investor, author Ruchir Sharma cuts
through Covid fog at e-Adda today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

WITH THE Covid-19 pandemic
pushing the world economy
into its worst recessionary
phase since the Great
Depression, Ruchir Sharma,
Head of Emerging Markets and
Chief Global Strategist at
Morgan Stanley Investment
Management, will be the guest
at Express e-Adda on Monday
to discuss how countries can
negotiate its far-reaching effects.

Global trade and industry
have suffered heavily with
growth rates in most countries
plunging to record lows and
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India, too, registering a contrac-
tion of 23.9 per cent in GDP in
April-June 2020. New York-
based Sharma, who is one of

the finest observers of contem-
porary Indian politics and econ-
omy, will also give new insights
into the functioning of the fi-
nancial markets and socio-po-
litical changes.

Sharma’s latest book, The 10
Rules of Successful Nations, is
born of data analysis, on-the-
ground research and his deep
interest in contemporary poli-
tics and current affairs. The
book is a wake-up call to econ-
omists who failed to foresee
every recent crisis, including
the cataclysm of 2008, and a
slim primer with insights on
the political, economic and so-
cial habits of successful nations.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

How 190-sec intercept helped police
join dots in Lankesh, Kalburgi killings

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 20

AN INTERCEPTED phone con-
versation between two rela-
tives of a key accused in the
2017 murder of journalist Gauri
Lankesh in Bengaluru provided
a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of Karnataka Police with
vital evidence of his involve-

Gauri
Lankesh
was shot
deadin
2017

ment in another high-profile
case — the 2015 killing of
Kannada scholar M M Kalburgi.

According to court records,
soon after the July 2018 arrest
of Ganesh Miskin, 28, the rider
of the motorcycle that took
Lankesh’s alleged killer Parshu-

ram Waghmore to her home,
two close relatives of Miskin
discussed the arrest on phone.
One of the relatives, Ravi
Miskin, allegedly told an “un-
cle” that his elder brother
Ganesh was involved in the
two murders, records show.
The transcript of the conversa-
tion has been placed as evi-
dence along with the
chargesheet in the Kalburgi
case to indicate Miskin’s in-
volvement in both cases.
In the 190-second call that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION-PART ONE

In collaboration with International Consortium of Investigative Journalists and BuzzFeed News

One more veil lifts: Suspicious
bank transactions of Indians are
red-flagged to top US regulator

From steel major to IPL sponsor, diamond merchants to those under ED, CBI
scanner, several Indian individuals and entities have been referred in secret
reports by banks to US Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network

RITUSARIN,
SHYAMLAL YADAV,
JAY MAZOOMDAAR,
SANDEEP SINGH &
KHUSHBOO NARAYAN
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI,
SEPTEMBER 20

LAYER BY layer, the secrecy that
shrouds international money
flows involving Indians has been
unpeeled — beginning with the
Offshore Leaks in 2013, Swiss
Leaks in 2015, Panama Papers in
2016, and Paradise Papersin 2017,
inaseries of investigations by The
Indian Express. Now comes the
FinCEN Files.

The newspaper’s latest, be-
ginning today, examines Indian
connections in a cache of over
2000 secret documents — so se-
cretbanks aren’t even allowed to
confirm they exist — which have
been red-flagged to the top US
financial watchdog, the Treasury
Department’s Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network (FinCEN)
for suspected money laundering,
terrorism, drug dealing or finan-
cial fraud.

These documents, called

WELLS FARGO BANK
Bank reported
fraud, UK link

of an IPL
team sponsor

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE INDIAN Premier League,
withits showpiece auctions and
big-ticket sponsors, has surfaced
on the US financial regulator’s
radar too — in a web of transac-
tions that involve a leading US
bank, a little-known UK com-
pany, a Kolkata-based sponsor of
an IPL team, and allegations of
fraud and forgery.

These are the central ele-
ments of a Suspicious Activity
Report (SAR) filed with the US
Financial Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN), according to
records investigated by The
Indian Express.

In 2013, KPH Dream Cricket,
which runs Kings XI Punjab,
went to court against team spon-
sor NVD Solar International Ltd
for “cheating and duping” them
of $3 million in sponsorship fee.
The SAR, filed by San Francisco-
based Wells Fargo Bank, offers a
clue to what went wrong.

In 2013, the bank had re-
ceived “a $2,975,460 SBLC
(Standby Letter of Credit) from

CONTINUEDONPAGE 10

Headquarters of FinCEN, the
top US financial watchdog,
in Virginia.

Scilla Alecci/ICI]

Suspicious Activity Reports or
SARs, which constitute the
FinCEN Files, are not evidence of
illegality. They reflect views by
watchdogs within banks,
known as compliance officers,
reporting past transactions that
bore hallmarks of financial
crime, or that involved clients
with high-risk pofiles or past
run-ins with the law.
In effect, they are crucial red
flags raised by banks that point
CONTINUEDONPAGE 10

FinCEN Files
TOTALNUMBER OF SUSPICIOUS | TOTAL VALUE OF SUSPICIOUS
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STANDARD CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK

On US radar: Dawood’s financier, his
laundering, funding of Lashkar, Jaish

RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE  FINANCIAL  Crimes
Enforcement Network (FinCEN),
the US regulatory agency for en-
forcing money laundering laws,
has uncovered a web of transac-
tions of a flourishing money laun-
dering network run by Pakistani
national Altaf Khanani whois also
said to have been a key financier
for fugitive terrorist Dawood
Ibrahim, reveal Suspicious
Activity Reports (SARs) filed by

the Standard Chartered Bank,
New York, and investigated by
The Indian Express.

These SARs detail transac-
tions of Khanani’'s Money
Laundering Organisation (MLO)
and the Al Zarooni Exchange. For
decades, Khanani and his MLO
moved an estimated $14 billion-
$16billion annually for drug car-
tels and terror organisations like
al-Qaeda, Hezbollah and the
Taliban.

On September 11, 2015,
Khanani was arrested at the
Panama airport following a

trans-continental undercover
operation, and put behind bars
inaMiami prison. His detention
ended inJuly 2020 and he was to
be handed over to US immigra-
tion authorities for deportation.
Itis unclear whether he hasbeen
deported to Pakistan or the UAE.
Khanani’s relationship with
Dawood Ibrahim was docu-
mented by the US Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
whenitissued the sanctions no-
tice against him after his arrest.
Issued on December 11,2015,
CONTINUEDONPAGE 10

DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COMPANY AMERICAS
Revealed: how Jindal Steel sent funds
abroad — and got them in same period

SANDEEP SINGH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THREE DIFFERENT Suspicious
Activity Reports (SARs) filed by
Deutsche Bank Trust Company
Americas (DBTCA) regarding
funds received and sent by Jindal
Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL) red-
flag a transaction pattern where
it sent money to companies

based in Mauritius, Germany,
and the UK, and received funds
from companies based in Dubai
and Switzerland within the same
set of days, an investigation by
The Indian Express has revealed.

The SARs show:

W Between November 24,
2014 and January 28, 2015, JSPL
sent $1.799 million to Mauritius-
based Trans Global Minerals and
Metals Corporation (TGMM)and

also sent $1.3 million to Germany-
based Oceanwide Services
GmbH. During the same period,
JSPLreceived $1.323 million from
Dubai-based Power Plant EPCLtd.
M In a similar set of transac-
tions, between April 27,2015 and
June 1, 2015, while JSPL sent
$4.53 million to TGMM and an-
other $321,209 to Singapore-
based Western Bulk Pte Ltd, the
CONTINUEDONPAGE 10

Swiss Leaks, Panama Papers, now SARs: bank
reports that alert law-enforcement agencies

RITUSARIN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

What are the FinCEN Files?
The FinCEN Files refer toa set
of over 2,100 “Suspicious Activity
Reports” (SARs) (see next ques-
tion) filed by banks with the
United States Department of the
Treasury’s Financial Crime
Enforcement Network, the
agency that serves as the leading
global regulator in the battle
against money laundering.

The files identify at least $2
trillion in transactions between
1999 and 2017 flagged as possi-
ble evidence of money launder-
ing or other criminal
activity by compliance
officers of banks and
financial institutions.

EXPLAINED

SowhatisaSAR?
When are they
required to be filed?
SAR or Suspicious Activity
Report is a document filed by
banks and financial institutions

New Delhi

to report suspicious activity to

US authorities, in this case,

FinCEN. These are confidential,

so secret that banks are not al-

lowed to confirm their

existence. Indeed,

even the account

holder is unaware

when an SAR is filed

[ ) related to a transaction
in that account.

SARs are filed with

FinCEN in a prescribed format,

and are meant to red flag, within

30 days of the transaction’s oc-

currence: criminal funds or any
form of dirty money; insider
trading; potential money laun-
dering; terror financing; any
transaction that raises suspicion.
These include round-dollar
amounts — for example,
$100,000 — being sent in multi-
ple transactions; transfers where
there is no apparent economic
connection between the parties
(adiamond dealer paying a pizze-
ria for computer parts); transac-
tions in high-risk jurisdictions
CONTINUEDONPAGE 10
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MIRA NAIR’S A SUITABLE BOY IS WORTH YOUR TIME

The book has enough time and more to get into long, languid, eloquent descriptions of locations, characters,
situations; in Mira Nair and Andrew Davies' hands, the chop-chop eventually overcomes the choppiness, and

becomesits own creature.

EXPLAINED

TOLLPLAZA
VANDALISED

The mishap took place
in Betma in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore
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Why Yogi Adityanath is
talking about ‘love

jihad’ again

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode of the ‘3 Things’ pdocast
we look at why Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath has revived his
interestin “love jihad” in the state

FROMPAGE ONE

Farm reforms

to a select committee for parlia-
mentary scrutiny.

Already cleared by Lok Sabha,
the Bills, passed by voice vote,
will now go to the President for
assent before becoming law.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
inaseries of tweets after the pas-
sage of the Bills in Rajya Sabha,
described itas “a watershed mo-
ment in the history of Indian
agriculture” while BJP members
called it “historic...a big reform”.

The Opposition hit back, say-
ing it was “historic for all the
wrong reasons” given the man-
ner in which the “anti-farmer”
Bills were passed.

Fencessitters BJD and TRS too
spoke against the Bills. While TRS
opposed the Bill, the BJD joined
the Opposition in demanding
that they be referred to a select
committee. The BJD and TRS
have arecord of taking sides with
the government on crucial Bills.
The SAD, which broke ranks with
the NDA over the Bills, too spoke
against the legislation. Oppo-
sition members had moved mo-
tions disapproving the Bills, de-
manding that these be referred
to a select committee.

The debate, though heated,
proceeded smoothly till 1 pm
with the Opposition tearing into

the government and the treas-
ury benches launching counter-
attacks in defence of the Bills. At
1 pm, Deputy Chairman
Harivansh, who was in the Chair,
sought permission of the House
to extend the time of the sitting
till disposal of the Bills. This was
when Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar was re-
plying to the discussion. As is
customary, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi proposed
extension of time, but
Opposition members did not
agree and asked the Chair to ad-
journ the House and continue
the discussion Monday.

But the Deputy Chairman did
not end the proceedings and
asked Tomar to continue his
speech. Members of the
Congress, Trinamool, DMK, AAP
and Left protested, saying there
was no unanimity on extending
the sitting. Sanjay Singh of AAP,
Jairam Ramesh of Congress and
Dola Sen of TMC came to the
Well of the House to protest.

Leader of Opposition Ghulam
Nabi Azad said “if the House is to
be extended... it is not done on
the basis of numbers, but on the
basis of consensus. So the con-
sensus... most of the political
parties are saying the time
should not be extended today,
and tomorrow the minister can

reply... more thanrules, the tra-
dition has been that whosoever
is in the Chair and whosoever is
ingovernment, itis always on the
basis of consensus that time is
extended, and not on the basis of
the strength of the ruling party.
My request is not to extend the
time and let the minister reply
tomorrow.”

Opposition members then
began raising slogans, asking the
government to take back the
“anti-farmer”, “black” Bills. As
Tomar continued his speech,
more Opposition members
came to the Well. This forced
Tomar to cut short his reply.
When the Deputy Chairman be-
gan the process for passage of the
Bill, even more members
trooped into the Well.

TMC floor leader Derek
O’Brien came rushing to the
Chairman’s podium, waving the
Rule Book. One member then
threw a copy of the Rule Book at
the Chair, and another broke the
microphones. Audio telecast of
the live proceedings was soon
cut.

At 1.26 pm, the Deputy
Chairman adjourned the House
for 15 minutes. And when it re-
sumed, Parliament security per-
sonnel created a human wall be-
tween the Opposition members
and the Chair. Amid slogan

shouting, clapping and jeering by
the Opposition, the Deputy
Chairman began clause-by-
clause consideration of the Bills.
The statutory motions, moved by
several members, were nega-
tived by voice vote. Opposition
members sought division onthe
clauses, but this was turned
down by the Deputy Chairman
who pointed out that members
were not on their designated
seats.

Some of the members, AAP’s
Sanjay Singh and Congress’s
Rajeev Satav, climbed on the
Secretary General's table. DMK's
Tiruchi Siva — along with
O’Brien, K C Venugopal of
Congress and KK Ragesh of CPM,
he had moved resolutions for
sending the Bills to the select
committee — tore papers and
flung them in the air. Amid the
melee, the two Bills were passed
by voice vote.

Opposition members led by
Azad then satonadharnainside
the House for another 90 min-
utes. Lok Sabha, which was to be-
gin its sitting from both cham-
bers at 3 pm, could not start
proceedings since Opposition
members refused to move out of
the Rajya Sabha chamber.

Earlier, in his reply amid the
din, Tomar said the minimum
price or MSP-based procure-
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ment of agriculture crops from
farmers will continue and is not
related to the farm Bills that seek
to give cultivators the freedom to
market their produce.

New faultline

of power”. Rao said he was in
touch with the Chief Ministers of
Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, Kerala,
and Chhattisgarh to work out
joint strategy against the move.

“This is unprecedented.
Almost every Bill the govern-
ment is coming up with, has an
element of direct violation of
federal law. This government be-
lieves in centralisation of power
and after centralising, they will
give itaway to corporates,” DMK
leader and former Union
Minister Dayanidhi Maran told
The Indian Express.

The BSP’s Danish Ali said:
“When Narendra Modi became
Prime Minister everyone ex-
pected that he, with his long ex-
perience as Chief Minister, would
understand and empower states.
But the cooperative federalism
he had claimed to have champi-
oned initially, is going exactly the
opposite way.” The perception of
overreach by the Centre, along
with deepening worries in states
over GST compensation, has the
potential for a realignment of re-
gional parties at the national
stage. Midhun Reddy of the YS-
RCP said his party would join
other regional parties and oppo-
sition in their fight for states’
share of GST revenues. “We have
not come out shouting so far, but
we will join other states on this
issue,” Reddy told The Indian
Express. Regional parties like the
BJD, YSRCP, AIADMK, and TRS
have so far not joined the
Opposition against the BJP-led
central government on any ma-
jorissue.

Speeches made by MPs in
Parliament this week reflected
the concerns of the states.

During the debate on the
Essential Commodities (Amend-
ment) Act, 2020, Saugata Roy
and Kalyan Banerjee of the
Trinamool Congress asked the
government why it wanted to
take away the power of states to
regulate trade, including impos-
ing stock limits for various inter-
mediaries. “You are taking away
the power of the state govern-
ments. This s hitting cooperative
federalism..,” Banerjee said.

The DMK’s Kathir Anand said
the “power of the Centre in agri-
culture management has cer-
tainly increased through this
Ordinance”. The CPI-M’'s AM
Ariff and TDP's Ram Mohan Rao
echoed him.

The NCP’s Supriya Sule ques-
tioned the government over its
claims that it had consulted the
states before venturing into
amending laws that take away
states’ rights.

The main Opposition
Congress was more vocal on the
point in the Bill that amended
banking regulations, bringing co-
operative banks under the RBI.

“State governments are more
than competent to discharge
their functions and in a federal
polity, this Ordinance, and the
Bill which seeks to replaceit, is a
frontal assault on the federal
structure of the Constitution.
This will have long-term impli-
cations on the democratic polity
of India,” warned Manish Tewari,
MP from Anandpur Sahib.

Another Congress leader,
Tiruvallur MP K Jayakumar, said:
“In the last six years, we are see-
ing that this Government is bent
upon bringing Bills and amend-
ments simply to divest state gov-
ernments of powers. It is bent
upon converting state govern-
ments into a Tehsildar’s office,
where this (central) government
will remain like a Collector and
the Tehsildar has to do every-
thing with folded hands.”

Kollam MP N K Premachan-
dran of the RSP, one of the most
vocal in Lower House on consti-
tutional and legal issues, said the
amendments were “encroaching
into the powers of the state gov-
ernment in general and the co-
operative sector in particular”.

Pinaki Mishra of the BJD said
the Constitution is clear about
the State and Central Lists when
it comes to powers. “There has
always been this sort of duality
of control. Unfortunately, this du-
ality of control seems to obtain
even under the new (BJP-led)
regime.”

The BJD’s Anubhav Mohanty
and TDP's Ram Mohan Rao too
questioned the legislative com-
petence of Parliament to make
these laws, as “agriculture and
markets, and fairs are State sub-
jects; trade and commerce of
foodstuffs, raw cotton, raw jute
etc, isin the Concurrent List; and
inter-state trade and commerce
isin the Union List”.

Dy Chairman

It said that the Opposition par-
ties have “no confidence” in the
Deputy Chairman, “hereby move
this motion for his removal”, and
that he cannot “preside over the
House” tilladecision on their mo-
tion is taken. Among the parties
thatbacked the resolution, which
was drafted by lawyer-MPs
Abhishek Singhvi and KT S Tulsi,
were the Congress, TMC, DMK,
CPM, CPI, RJD, AAP, TRS, SP, IUML
and Kerala Congress (M).

Addressinga press conference
later, Congress MPK C Venugopal
alleged that BJP MPs were seen
“whispering in the ears” of the
Deputy Chairman and demanded
to know what “conspiracy” had
transpired.

The rules say that “a member
holding office as Deputy
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha may
be removed from his office by a
resolution of the Rajya Sabha
passed by a majority of all the
then members of the Rajya
Sabha; but the resolution can be
moved only when at least four-
teen days’ notice has been given
of the intention of moving”.

The Opposition move was de-
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scribed as “unprecedented” by
Parliament veterans. “As far as |
canremember, there hasbeenno
instance of a no-confidence mo-
tionagainst the Deputy Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha,” P D T Achari,
former Secretary General of the
Lok Sabha, told The Indian Express.

The Opposition motion said:
“Appropriate precedents in this
regard are available in several
treatises, including the Practice
and Procedure of Parliament by M
N Kaul and S L Shakdher seventh
edition...and Article 90 of the
Constitution.”

The precedents cited from the
book by the Opposition include
resolutions moved against the
first Lok Sabha Speaker G V
Mavalankar in 1951, Speaker
Sardar Hukam Singh in 1966 and
Speaker Balram Jakhar in 1987. It
says “at the sitting of Lok Sabha,
while any resolution for the re-
moval of the Speaker or the
Deputy Speaker from his office is
under consideration, the Speaker
orthe Deputy Speaker, as the case
may be, cannot preside even
though he is present in the
House”.

Incidentally, the resolution
against Mavalankar came up for
discussion in 1954 and was
negated by the House after a dis-
cussion. The other two resolu-
tions were also discussed and
negated by the House.

Article 90 deals with “vacation
and resignation of, and removal
from, the office of Deputy
Chairman a member holding of-
fice as Deputy Chairman of the
Council of States”.

Meanwhile, Congress leader
Venugopal said, “Without taking
the sense of the House, the
Deputy Chairman went for pass-
ing the Bills. We haven’t seen such
a practice before...The Treasury
benches came with a pre-fixed
mind. They were not ready to lis-
tentothe agony of the farmer, the
Opposition voice, they were not
ready to haveadivision (of votes)."

190-sec intercept
took placeat 11.51 amon July 22,
2018, the brother allegedly said
that Miskin and his associates
were involved “in one murder
over there and another murder”,
according to the transcript.

“So they are involved in two
murders, isit?" asked the “uncle”
inresponse to which the brother
allegedly replied, “yes”, the tran-
script shows.

The call took place on the day
the SIT picked up Miskin and his
friend Amit Baddi in Hubli for the
Lankesh murder, according to
records. As part of the evidence
in the Kalburgi case, the SIT ob-
tained and compared voice sam-
ples of the two relatives of Miskin
to provide technical confirma-
tion of the legally intercepted
phone conversation.

A ballistics report from the
Karnataka State Forensic Science
Laboratory — days after the mur-
der of Lankesh, 55,0n September
5,2017 — stated that the murder
was linked to the killing of
Kalburgi, 77, at his home in
Dharwad on August 30, 2015.
Yet, it was the intercepted con-
versation that provided the SIT
with new evidence of the link-
ages.

The SIT'sinvestigations in the
Lankesh and Kalburgi cases re-
sulted in the filing of
chargesheets against a group of
activists linked to Sanatan
Sanstha, a radical Hindutva
group. The start of the trial
process in both cases has been
delayed by the Covid crisis that
began in March this year.

As many as 18 persons were
named by the SITin the Lankesh
murder, including Miskin and
others linked to the Sanstha and
otherradical groups, ina charge-
sheet filed in November 2018.

Six persons have been ac-
cused in the Kalburgi case, which
was taken up for investigation by
the SIT in 2019 on the orders of
the Supreme Court following a
plea by the scholar’s widow
Umadevi.

Achargesheet filed in August
2019 names Miskin as the al-
leged shooter and Praveen
Prakash Chatur, 27, a Belagavi
resident, as the rider of the mo-
torcycle that took him to
Kalburgi’s home.

According to the SIT, Amol
Kale, a key leader of youths
linked to the Sanstha, plotted and
executed the murder of Kalburgi
in August 2015. The youths were
allegedly inspired by a book
called Kshatra Dharma Sadhana,
published by the Sanstha, which
calls for the killing of “Hindu in-
fidels”, the SIT found.

“Between January and May
2015, Amol Kale, Ganesh Miskin
and Praveen Chatur met several
times near the Indira Gandhi
glasshouse, Hubli, and planned
the assassination of Dr M M
Kalburgi. Ganesh Miskin was
tasked to shoot and kill Dr
Kalburgi. Praveen Chatur was
tasked withriding a bike and tak-
ing Miskin to and from Dr
Kalburgi’s residence,” the SIT
said.

The SIT also found that a
training camp was held for the
alleged killers of Kalburgi, and
others, at a rubber plantation
near Dharmasthala in the
Dakshina Kannada region in
early August 2015 with two
“guest trainers".

The investigations in the
Lankesh and Kalburgi cases also
led to the unravelling of the mur-
ders of rationalist Narendra
Dabholkar, 69, in Pune on August
20, 2013, and Leftist thinker
Govind Pansare, 81, in Kolhapur
on February 16, 2015.

e-Adda today

While the economy has suf-
fered, markets across the world,
including India, have rebounded
even as the pandemicragesonin
most countries, including India.
At the E-Adda, Sharma, who will
be in conversation with Anant
Goenka, Executive Director, The
Indian  Express, and P
Vaidyanathan lyer, Executive
Editor for National Affairs, The
Indian Express, will navigate the
audience through the fog created
by the pandemic and domestic
and international politics.

Withaquarter century of trav-
elling the world asawriterand in-
vestor, Sharma’s rules challenge
conventional textbook thinking
on what matters — and what
doesn’t — for a strong economy.
The book explains why success-
ful nations embrace robots and
immigrants, prefer democratic
leaders to autocrats, elect charis-
matic reformers over technocrats,
and pay no mind to the debate
about big versus small govern-
ment.

Sharma'’s book also explains
why rising stock prices matter as
much or more than food prices,
and the measure of debt is the
best predictor of economic crises,
and why no one number can ac-
curately capture the value of cur-
rencies.

His earlier books include
Democracy onthe Road (2019), The
Rise and Fall of Nations: Forces of
Change in a Post-Crisis World
(2016) and Breakout Nations
(2012).Sharma was selected one
of the “top global thinkers” by
Foreign Policy magazine in 2012
and was named as one of the
Most Influential people in the
world in 2015 by Bloomberg
Markets.

Sharma, who started writing
at 17, has been a writer longer
than he hasbeenaninvestor. He's
aregular contributor to several in-
ternational publications. He is
passionate about politics and has
covered every national electionin
India, and many major state con-
tests, going back to 1998.
Sharma’s other interests include
athletics and he continues to train
for the 100 and 200 meters
sprints. He has a keen interest in
wildlife and in international cin-
emaand attends major film festi-
vals.

FULLREPORTS ON
www.indianexpress.com
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Bikers
perform
stunts, 5 held

New Delhi: Ina30-second
video that went viral on
social media, a group of
bikers were seen per-
forming dangerous stunts
on a busy road in Vikas
Marg at East Delhi’s
Shakarpur Sunday. Some
bikers were seen standing
on moving bikes while

protective gear other than
face masks. Late on
Sunday evening, police
arrested five of the men.

70-year-old

property in their
Modinagar residence.
One accused is currently

todeath

Noida: A 50-year-old
womanallegedly jumped
to her death from a high-
rise building ataresiden-
tial society in Greater
Noida on Sunday. Police
said the woman suffered
from depression. ENS

New Delhi: A taxi driver
suffered burns after his
vehicle caught fire on a
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
track in South Delhi’s
Madangir area Sunday,
police said. The driver,
Deepak, a resident of
Sangam Vihar, was taken
to a nearby hospital by
the PCR van. He suffered
minor burns. PTI

— BRIEFLY —

Private jet terminal
begins ops at IGIA

New Delhi: The first of its kind in the country, the
private jet terminal at IGI Airport began function-
ing on Sunday afternoon. A private jet by VRL
Logistics, flying from Vadodara to Delhi, was the
first chartered flight to land in the new terminal
at2:40 pm. A private jet by Orbit Aviation, flying to
Chennai was the first to depart from Delhi at 6 in

the evening.

An official of the Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) said, “It was inaugurated
Thursday. The terminal was sanitised on Friday
and Saturday. The terminal has been designed
keeping social distance in mind and regular sani-
tisation is taking place.” The terminal sprawls
over an area of 8 lakh square feet. It can handle
over 50 passengers every hour and can cater to

150 private jets in a day. ENS

3,812 CASES, 37 DEATHS ON SUNDAY

Covid deaths fluctuate since June,
but fatality rate sees steady dip

ASTHA SAXENA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

OVERTHE past months in Delhi,
the number of cases and deaths

others were performing has fluctuated considerably -
different stunts while from close to 100 deaths ina few 4000+
speeding near other two- weeks in June to 14 deaths a day
wheelers on the road. in the first two weeks in August 3000+
None of the bikers were to 30 deaths on an average now.
wearing helmets or any The case fatality ratio, however, 2000

has declined steadily month on

month between July and 10004
September.
While the mortality rate in o

July was 3.12%, it had fallen to
2.54%by the end of August. As of
now, it stands at 2.04%.

tween active cases and the
number of deaths.
“Management of patients has

absconding while improved significantly; health-
Harendra has been ar- care professionals are using sev-
rested, police said. eral new drugs during treat-

ment. Cases where patients
Womanjumps

THETRAJECTORY

[ Daily number of cases

5000+

Aug 31

M Daily deaths

Sep 19

woman ‘ki"ed’ Over the last one week, Delhl
has been reporting 30-40 Covid

by her son deaths per day and close to 4,000 CORONAVIRUS IN T‘HE CAPITAL

. casesaday. . TOTAL CASES Total Vacant
Ghaziabad: A 70-year-old According to experts, shift in HOSPITALBEDS | 15,655 | 8.641
woman was allegedly admission criteria, aggressive 2 46 7“ . ;
shotdead by her own son testing, creation of more health e VENTILATORS 1,264 | 488
after she included her facilities and advancement in Daily cases | Recoveries |Deaths | Tests
daughter in the property treatment are some of the fac-
inheritence Friday night. tors behind the drop in fatality Sep19 4,071 4,219 38 61973
The accused Harendra rate over the last two months. Sep20 3812 3742 37 52405
Tyagi shot his mother Several health experts ex- Total 32,097* 2,09,632 | 4982 |25,55,007
Savitri after aquarrel over plained the correlation be- “Total active cases

would die suddenly have gone
down considerably. If the infec-
tion is detected on time, pa-
tients isolated early and admin-
istered treatment at the right

time, the mortality rate will be
reduced overall. In Delhi, most
homes now have a pulse oxime-
ter which has played an impor-
tant role in the management of

the disease. People are monitor-
ing their oxygen levels at home
and are approaching hospitals
for treatment, if required,” said
Dr Sujeet Kumar Singh, director,
National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC).

Testing capacity in Delhi has
also increased manifold. On
Sunday, Delhi saw 3,812 new
cases, taking the tally to 2,46,711.
The death toll mounted to 4,982
with 37 new deaths recorded in
the last 24 hours. Over 52,000
tests were conducted inaday. "It
isgood that the deathrateisless
than 1% lately; it used to be
above 3.5-4% for a month ear-
lier," Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain had said on
Friday.

In the first week of June, a
strategy document was pre-
pared by a team of experts - Al-
IMS Director Dr Randeep
Guleria, NITI Aayog member Dr
V K Paul, ICMR chief Dr Balram
Bhargava and Dr Sujeet Kumar
Singh from NCDC - for contain-
ment of Covid-19 in the capital.

Atop official from the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare explained the rationale
behind the trend.

“Presently, we do not have
any evidence to say itis because
of the natural cycle of the virus.
Therefore, it has to be attributed
to proactive steps. A strategy laid

Police to work with Defence Ministry, ED
to probe ‘espionage’ case against journo

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE DELHI Police will seek help

R from the Defence Ministry and
TaX| d rver Enforcement Directorate for as-
ini sistance in investigation of the
! nJ u red aﬁer alleged espionage racket, where
CarcatChES ﬁre three people, including a 61-

year-old strategic affairs analyst
and author and his two associ-
ates, have been arrested.

On Saturday, the Special Cell
claimed that analyst and author
Rajeev Sharma was passing in-
formation about Indian troops
on the Nepal and China borders
to Chinese Intelligence. Police
said his associates — a Chinese
woman Qing Shi (30) and
Nepalese national Sher Singh —
were “supplying him a huge
amount of money through shell

Rajeev Sharma was arrested
on September 14. P

companies”. The two were ar-
rested Saturday while Sharma
was arrested on September 14
and has been in police custody
for six days. His bail application
will be heard Monday.

After initial probe and inter-
rogation, the Special Cell will
write to the Ministry of Defence
about the documents they seized

from Sharma’s home on
September 14. “We need to ascer-
tain the source and verify the au-
thenticity of the defence-related
documents we found in Sharma’s
possession. All these documents
were saved in his email as PDFs
and other formats. We need to
check who gave them to him. We
will also ask the Ministry to give
us details about the documents
to know Sharma’s connections,”
said a senior police officer.

The investigating team will
also be writing to the
Enforcement Directorate to
probe the alleged illegal finan-
cial transactions made by the ac-
cused persons.

On Saturday, Sanjeev Kumar
Yadav, DCP (Special Cell), said be-
tween January 2019 and
September 2020, Sharma re-
ceived more than Rs 30lakh from

amannamed George. Police said
that in his confession, Sharma
said George lives in Kunming,
China, andis the general manager
of a Chinese media company. He
offered Sharma USD 500 per arti-
cle or for information on Dalai-
Lama related issues in India. The
money was sent through Qing
and Singh'’s shell companies, MZ
Pharmacy and MZ Malls, police
alleged. The Special Cell is also
checking social media accounts
of the accused to examine infor-
mation that was passed onto
Chinese Intelligence.

Advocate  Dr  Adish
Aggarwala, who is representing
Sharma, questioned the charges
against him: “He is a reputed
journalist... Any journalist canbe
hired by foreign news agencies.
He was writing for Global Times...
It's an accredited news agency.”

down for the Delhi government
by the expert team had three
broad parts. The first focused on
steps to be taken in contain-
ment, surveillance, and contact
tracing; the second part dealt
with how to ensure monitoring
of people under home isolation
andif need be, shift them to hos-
pitals; the third part was how
hospitalised patients should be
tackled. These three parts then
had various specific instructions
and the whole document was
based on the assumption that all
efforts within a district would be
led by the district magistrates.
The implementation of this
strategy has resulted in a lower
mortality rate.”

AIIMS medical superinten-
dent, DK Sharma, meanwhile,
said that one theory is that more
people with no co-morbid con-
ditions are testing positive now,
as opposed to earlier.

“Covid-19is known to aggra-
vate the condition in those with
pre-existing illnesses. Those suf-
fering from serious ailments
were the first to get affected by
the disease... now, relatively
healthier people are testing pos-
itive and are able to fight the
virus. This is one theory. As we
still do not have a definite treat-
ment, we cannot say what has
helped patients recover just yet,”
he said.

Be cautious of
both Covid and
dengue: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

CHIEF MINISTER Arvind
Kejriwal Sunday asked Delhi
residents to be cautious of both
dengue and Covid, and spread
awareness about measures to
prevent the vector-borne dis-
ease. While inspecting his res-
idence at 10 am, Kejriwal said
collective efforts will help Delhi
defeat dengue like last year.
The government’s dengue
awareness campaign, 10 Hafte 10
Baje 10 Minute, entered its third
week on Sunday. “Right now, we
are dealing with the coronavirus
pandemic, but it is also the sea-
son when dengue cases increase
significantly. We have to be con-
scious about both dengue and
coronavirus,” he said.

To boost property
tax, SDMC adopts
‘carrot-stick’ policy

Under the new scheme, pending tax from 2004-2019 will be
completely waived for unauthorised colonies and property
holders can deposit tax for only two financial years —

2019-20 and 2020-21. Archive

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE SOUTH civic body will be us-
inga‘carrot and stick’ policy toin-
creaseits revenue hit by the Covid
pandemic, under which it has
come up with an amnesty
scheme for property holders to
deposit their pending taxes. If
they don’t, demand notices
would be served to them.

Under the scheme, property
holders who pay their outstand-
ing dues by September 30 will be
entitled to 100% interest and
penalty waiver while those who
deposit tax for the current finan-
cial year (2020-21)by September
30 will get a 15% rebate, said
South body standing committee
chairman Rajdutt Gehlot.

In case of unauthorised
colonies, pending tax from 2004~
2019 will be completely waived
and property holders can deposit
tax for only two financial years -
2019-20 and 2020-21 - said
Gehlot.

In terms of numbers, the
SDMC has so far collected Rs 425
crore fromaround 3.60 lakh prop-
erties, which in the correspon-
ding period last year was Rs 550
crore from 4 lakh properties.
Seven lakh out of the 12 lakh
properties in South MCD alone do
not pay taxes. These are mostly
unauthorised colonies and vil-
lages. If people still do not pay
pending taxes, officials said, de-
mand notices would first be is-
sued to commercial establish-
ments. "These demand notices
will have details of the taxes not
being paid, along with interest
calculated, and are legally bind-
ing documents," said a senior of-
ficial of South MCD.

There are around 50,000
commercial properties in South
Delhi under the tax net. Later, no-
tices would be sent to residential
colonies as well, he said.

EXPLAINED

Why cash-rich
South MCD
isfacinga
revenue crunch

UNTIL LAST year, the
SDMC, which has many
rich neighbourhoods un-
der its jurisdiction, was
the only corporation that
did not have a deficit. But
corporation officials said
a deficit is anticipated
this year if the revenue
situation does not im-
prove soon. Corporation
officials blamed the
Covid-19 crisis for people
not coming forward to
pay property tax, and for
the fall in health trade li-
cence fees, advertising
and other fees, as the
pandemic has hit busi-
nesses badly.

Reacting to the scheme, AAP
leader and SDMC councillor Vikas
Goyal said instead of asking taxes
from unauthorised colonies, the
corporation should focus on pro-
viding facilities in these areas.
"Councillors cannot spend their
funds in unauthorised colonies,
so why are they asking for taxes?
And if they can, then a resolution
should be passed in the house
that corporators can spend their
funds so that it is clear.”

Officials, however, said sani-
tation, schools, and health facili-
tiesare provided in these colonies
and more facilities can be pro-
vided only if there is money.

BEFORE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL - lll, DELHI
4th Floor Jeevan Tara Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi: 110 001

Notice under Section 19(4) of the Recovery of Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act.
1993 read with Rule 12 & 13 of the Debts Recovery Tribunal (Procedure Rules) 1993).

AXIS BANK LTD.

MR. AJAY DHINGRA & ORS.
D-1 Mr. Ajay Dhingra, S/o Mr. Harish Dhingra Proprietor of M/s Shri Ganesh Impex Ground Floor, 5066,
Rui Mandi Sadar Bazar, Central Delhi, Delhi-110006.
Also At:-5071-5072, Ground Floor, Rui Mandi, Sadar Bazar, Central Delhi, Delhi-110006.
Also At:- G-83/A, Mother Dairy, Sector 9, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.
D-2 Ms. Lata Dhingra W/o Mr. Harish Dhingra , G-83/a, Mother Dairy, Sector 9, Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh.
Whereas the above named applicant has instituted a case against you and whereas it has been shown to
the satisfaction of the Tribunal that it is not possible to serve you in ordinary way. Therefore, this notice is
given by advertisement directing you to make appearance in this Tribunal 19.11.2020 at 10.30 A.M.
Take notice thatin case of your failure to appear on the above mentioned day before this Tribunal, the case
will be heard and decided in your absence.
Due to ongoing Pandemic situation, all the matters will be taken up through Video Conferencing
and for that purpose: -

(i) Allthe Advocates/Litigants shall download the Cisco Webex application/software;

(ii) Meeting ID and Password for the next date of hearing qua cases to be taken by Registrar/Recovery
Officer-Ifand Recovery Officer-Il shall be available one day prior to the next date at DRT Official
Portali.e. drt.gov.in under the Public Notice Head.

(ii)In any exigency qua that, the Advocates/Litigants can contact the concerned official at
Ph.N0.23748469.

Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on this the 08TH day of Sept.., 2020.

By Order of the Tribunal

In the matter of O.A. NO. 866/2019

............... Applicant

............ Defendants

Assistant Registrar,
DRT-II, New Delhi
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BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL

AHMEDABAD BENCH
CA (CAA) NO. 55 of 2020

In the matter of the Companies Act, 2013;

AND

In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013;

In the matter of Scheme of Amalgamation of

Trion Chemicals Private Limited with Bodal Chemicals Limited.
Trion Chemicals Private Limited.
(CIN: U51900(}J2009PT0056781)

d under the Ct Act, 1956

BodalCh

modification(s), the said Scheme of

and having its reglstered office at Plot No. 123-124, Phase-1,
GIDC Estate, Vatva, Ahmedabad 382 445
in the state of Gujarat.

ADVERTISEMENT OF NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF UNSECURED
CREDITORS OF TRION CHEMICALS PRIVATE LIMITED

NOTICE is hereby given that by an order dated 8thSeptember 2020 the Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal,
Ahmedabad Bench (“NCLT”) has directed meeting of the di

Applicant ( [ ")

of Trion Ch

BEFORE THE NATIONAL COMPANY LAW TRIBUNAL
AHMEDABAD BENCH
CA (CAA) NO. 55 of 2020
In the matter of the Companies Act, 2013;

In the matter of Sections 230 to 232 and other applicable
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013;

In the matter of Scheme of Amalgamation of

Trion Chemicals Private Limited with Bodal Chemicals Limited.
Bodal Chemicals Limited.
(CIN 124110GJ1986PLC009003)

under the Ci Act, 1956

icals Private Limited

(“Applicant Transferor Company”); for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit, approving, with or without
Is Private Limited (“Transferor Company”) with

I ion of Trion Ch

SAATHEoS

Is Limited (“
In pursuance of the said order read with recent circulars of Ministry of Corporate Affairs viz. Circular No. 14 of 2020
dated 8th April 2020, Circular No. 17 of 2020 dated 13th April 2020 and Circular No. 20 of 2020 dated 5th May
2020 and as directed therein, further notice is hereby given that meeting of Unsecured Creditors of the Applicant
Transferor Company will be held on Thursday, 22nd day of October 2020 respectively at 01 30 p.m. through Video
Conferencing (VC) or Other Audio Visual Means (OAVM) without physical pi
requested to attend the same as perthe detallsforthesame provided herein below.

I undersectlon 230 of the Companies Act, 2013
Companyand/oratthe office of the

Copies of the said Scheme of A
can be obtained free of charge at the regi
Advocate Mrs. Swati Saurabh Soparkar at 301, Shivalik-10, Opp. SBI Zonal Office, S. M. Road, Ahmedabad 380
015, Gujarat. In view of the meetings being convened through Video Conferencing (VC) or Other Audio Visual Means
(OAVM), proxies are not permitted to attend orvote atthe meeting.
NCLT has appointed Shri Firoj Gaffarbhal Bodla, an dep

Shri Raheel Sanjeev Patel, an i

gHiE: Brsfifer/g,8.3./ /2020

HrATEd g-GETaTe, 9030 ISTars!, YR, TSR IS, IS
BT H. (0135-2774067, 2774068, 2774069) A9-ITSE www.uktech.ac.in

fasie: 20 RwR, 2020
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The Scheme of A

Company”).

d office ofthe li

Bodal Ch

and having its registered office at Plot No. 123-124, Phase-1,
GIDC Estate, Vatva, Ahmedabad 382 445

in the state of Gujarat..... pany (“

ADVERTISEMENT OF NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF SECURED CREDITORS
AND UNSECURED CREDITORS OF BODAL CHEMICALS LIMITED

NOTICE is hereby given that by an order dated 08th September 2020, the Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal,
Ahmedabad Bench (“NCLT”) has directed separate meetings of the Secured Creditors and unsecured creditors of

are

g Chartered A

d Ad

if
otherregulatory authorities and sanrctmn byNCLT.
FURTHER NOTICE is hereby given to th: i fthe i f
1) Pursuantto the directions issued by NCLT by the order dated 8th
230(4) reajd with Section 108 of t.he Companies Act, 2013, the business as set out in aforesaid notice is to be 1)

inthe

te and falllng him, Shri Sunil Mehta, an independent
directorof BODAL, to act as the Chairman of the said meeting including any adjournment thereof.

and failing him,

W|thout physmal presence. The Secured Creditors and
the details forthe same provided herein below.

Copies of the said Scheme of Amalgamation, Explanatory Statement under section 230 of the Companies Act, 2013
can be obtained free of charge at the registered office/Corporate Office of the Applicant Transferee Company
and/or at the office of the Advocate Mrs. Swati Soparkar at 301, Shivalik 10, Opp. SBI Zonal Office, Near Excise
Chowky, S.M. Road, Ahmedabad 380 015, Gujarat. In view of the meetings being convened through Video
Conferencing (VC) or OtherAudio Visual Means (OAVM), proxies are not permitked toattend orvote atthe meetings.
NCLT has appointed Shri Firoj Gaffarbhai Bodla, an ind d
Shri Raheel Sanjeev Patel, an independent practicing Advocate and fallmg him, Shri Sunil Mehta, an independent

Is Limited (“Appli

approving, with or without modification(s), the said Scheme of
(“Transferor Company”) with Bodal Chemicals Limited (“Transferee Company”).

In pursuance of the said order read with recent circulars of Ministry of Corporate Affairs viz. Circular No. 14 of 2020
dated 8th April 2020, Circular No. 17 of 2020 dated 13th April 2020 and Circular No. 20 of 2020 dated 5th May
2020 and as directed therein, further notice is hereby given that separate meetings of Secured Creditors and
Unsecured Creditors of the Applicant Transferee Company will be held on Thursday, 22nd day of October 2020
ly at 11.30 a.m., and 12.15 noon, through Video Conferencmg (VC) or Other Audio Visual Means (0AVM)

Company”);for the purpose of considering, and if thought fit,

pany”)

of Trion Ch Is Private Limited

are to attend the same as per

g Chartered A and failing him,

id meeting, will be subject to the subsequent approval of

Companythat:

bythe
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through voting by means of remote e-voting facility and by way of e-voting
atthe time of the Meeting. The Company is providing facility for remote e-voting by electronic means through e-
voting platform of Central Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL). The necessary instructions for remote e-
voting have been setoutin the said notice dated 16th September2020.
2) Thevotingrightofthe respective creditorshall be in proportion to the value of debt as on 15th October2020
3) The Company has sent by an email dated 19th September 2020 the Notice of NCLT Convened Meeting to all the 2)

2020 andthep of Section

(FAQ) and Evotlng manual

at www.,

com

10) As directed by NCLT, ShriTapan Shah Practicing Company Secretary, has been appointed as the Scrutinizer to

meeting.

Place : Ahmedabad

the voting of

Date : 21st September 2020

ia.com under help section or write an email to

by remote e-voting as well as by the e voting at the time of the

Chairman appointed for the Meetings

- m m ﬁﬂ'\"ﬂ m - Eﬁ'ﬁl 'I%l‘q‘[!ﬁ Unsecured Creditors whose email addresses were available with the Company and completed dispatch of the 3) The Company has sent by an email dated 19th September, 2020 the Notice of NCLT Convened Meetings to all
#.4. @1 hSl J g R/ physical "OP)t’jotflt'_‘e Not!lce;;theirregistered address as on 19th September 2020 to those Creditors who have the Secured Creditors and Unsecured Creditors whose email addresses were available with the Company and
qﬁﬂw am:[ q_ﬂﬁ m m ISR ﬁ'cﬁ T‘ﬁa notregistered theiremail addresses. completed dispatch of the physical copy of the Notice at their registered address as on 19th September 2020 to
1 Ll o 2]% 21.09.2020 ﬁ 28.09.2020 |39 HX) zﬁ aﬁ 4) The remote e-voting commences on Monday, 19th October 2020 at9.00 a.m. and it will end as on Wednesday, those Creditorswho have notregistered theiremail addresses.
ang:[ : i fafax On Spot Counsellin HIETH 215t October,2020 at 5.00 p.m. During the voting period, creditors of the Company as on cut-off date may cast 4) The remote e-voting commences on Monday, 19th October, 2020 at 9.00 a.m. and it will end as on Wednesday,
2 [ _ Choice Filling @t 30.09.2020 ¥ 03.10.2020 P 9 theirvote through remote e-voting. The Voting through remote e-voting will not be allowed beyond 5:00 p.m. IST 21st October,2020 at 5.00 p.m. During the voting period, creditors of the Company as on cut-off date may cast
3 [~fie 3maeq 07.10.2020 | HRIN ®R W IR a¥id | on 21stOctober2020. The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by CDSLforvoting thereafter. theirvote through remote e-voting. The Voting through remote e-voting will not be allowed beyond 5:00 p.m. IST
IR @ 5)  Any personwho becomes a creditor of the Company after dispatch of the Notice and has an outstanding debt as on21st October2020. The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by CDSL forvoting thereafter.
4 |smafed @R | g9l %g 08.10.2020 ¥ 14.10.2020 fasmiaa v STIER AT on the cut-off date i.e. 15th October 2020 may obtain the Login details by writing to the Company’s E-mail Ids: 5) Anypersonwho becomes a creditor of the Company after dispatch of the Notice and has an outstanding debt as
Reportin Eﬁ ﬁfﬁ Gﬂ'&"’l’l | secretarial@bodal.com. on the cut-off date i.e. 15th October,2020 may obtain the Login details by writing to the Company’s E-mail Id:
P g 6) Acreditor may attend the Meeting even after exercising his right through remote e-voting but cannot vote again secretarial@bodal.com.
Freufer ey smavgs faem e atthetime ofthe Meeting. . ) . . 6) Acreditor may attend the Meeting even after exercising his right through remote e-voting but cannot vote again
01. W ufsha ST (AICTE) 7€ el o Wieieh o SRR efearel: Wutfarel &) o), el pifds-19 wea uRRfd srgaR 7) NeLT C°""e|"ed Meeting notice dated 16th 2020 is on C 's website atthetime ofthe Meeting.
. ‘) . o Y . www.trioncpl.com 7) NCLT Convened Meeting notice dated 16th Sep 2020 is i on Company’s website
SETID & [BATSIETE | Eh-é__‘ﬁ/éﬁ- Wﬁ/@.wqm_ﬂﬁﬁmJEE Ma|n_2ﬁ§iﬁl]‘l 128 ‘T\ﬁ&ﬂﬁ ST & ADI B 8) The Scrutinizer shall submit a consolidated Scrutinizer's Report of the total votes cast in favour of or against, if www.bodal.com
TR (Gl ﬁ-Maths, Physics Td 370 AICTE Listed fawal 9 v RAwa) wrion o1 ufderd sil @ IR W e s any, after the conclusion of the meetmg to the Chairman of the Meeting or a person authorised by him. The 8) The Scrutinizer shall submit a consolidated Scrutinizer's Report of the total votes cast in favour of or against, if
JEE Main @ Y & 31affai @1 ¥ie srrdes ufshar § et e & s | resultswoul(:‘be fh d at the Regist (():fflce ofthe t e d npany inimate tg"het;t(:ﬁk any, after the conclusion of the meeting to the Chairman of the Meeting or a person authorised by him. The
. . . . . ange where the I ompany’s securities are listed and displayed along wi e results would be displayed at the R d Office of the Appli Company, inti d to the stock
02. .77 0. &, va f.fSomem H Wi 1241 (S=a wreafie when)d ura uraie) @ snemR w AR srgaR A SRk scrutinizer's report on the and c ’s website www.bodal.com and where the Company's securities are listed and displayed along with the
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Firoj Gaffarbhai Bodla

directorof BODAL, to actas the Chairman of the said i anyadj
The Scheme of A ion, if ap
otherregulatoryauthoritiesand sanction byNCLT.
FURTHERNOTICEis h

10) As directed by NCLT, Shri Tapan Shah, Practicing Company Secretary, has been appointed as the Scrutinizer to

Date : let September 2020
Place :

thereof.

inthe will be subject to the subsequent approval of

by given to th ofthe Applicant Companythat:

Pursuant to the directions issued by NCLT by the order dated 8th September 2020 and the provisions of Section
230(4) read with Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013, the business as set out in aforesaid notice is to be
transacted by the secured and unsecured creditors through voting by means of remote e-voting facility and by
way of e-voting at the time of the Meeting. The Company is providing facility for remote e-voting by electronic
means through e-voting platform of Central Depository Services (India) Limited (CDSL). The necessary
instructions forremote e-voting have been set outin the said notice dated 16th September2020.
Thevotingright of the respective creditor shall be in proportion to the value of debtas on 15th October2020.

Questlons (FAQ)and E-voting manual atwww.

ia.com.

com under help section orwrite an email to

scrutinize the voting of secured and unsecured creditors by remote e-voting as well as by the e voting at the time
ofthe meeting.

Firoj Gaffarbhai Bodla
Chairman appointed for the Meetings

New Delhi
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THE CITY

‘FEWER RAINY DAYS, DRY WIND’

At 36.19C, hottest
Septemberin S yrs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

TEMPERATURE IN the capital
has been soaring this month
due to fewer rainy days and
dry winds, making the average
maximum temperature in
September so far the highest in
five years.

On Sunday, the daytime tem-
perature in the city was 36.8 de-
grees Celsius, which was two de-
grees above normal for the
month.

The average maximum tem-
perature for 20 days so far
this month has been 36.1 de-
grees and the number of
rainy days were three, as per data
from the India Meteorological
Department’s (IMD) Safdarjung
observatory, which is represen-
tative of the city.

In previous years, September
has recorded higher rainy days
and lower average temperatures.

Last year, the average was
35.1 degrees Celsius with six
days of rain. In September 2018,
the average was 32.7 degrees
Celsius with 14 days of rain. In
2017, with seven rainy days, the
average temperature was 34.5
degrees Celsius, and in 2016, it
was 35 degrees Celsius with
three days of rain.

Only in September 2015 did

Not paid dues,
man leaves

twins at
DDMA office

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

A 35-YEAR-OLD man left his 11-
month-old twin boys at the
DDMA office in Civil Lines Friday,
saying he couldn’t take care of
them anymore as he had not been
paid for three months. The man,
Naresh, is a clerk at a cooperative
housing society, whose tempo-
rary administrator is a senior
DDMA official. He claimed he ap-
proached the administrator at the
DDMA office for help with his pay.

Avideo of the twins crawling
on the footpath as vehicles passed
by surfaced on social media on
Sunday. Police said the twins
were sitting on the road alone for
10 minutes. “Awoman constable
gave them milk and water. We
traced the family and sent the
children back. We are conducting
an enquiry,” said a senior officer.

Naresh claimed: “I have been
working for months but have not
received my salary. I have three
other children as well, aged 12,7
and 5... went to the DDMA of-
fice on Friday but the officers
didn’t talk to me. So, I left my
children outside their office, not
on the road... Someone put my
children there,” he claimed.

The senior DDMA official
said, “There are conflicts at the
cooperative society so his salary
was delayed by a month. We
have been trying to help... On
Friday, he left his children on the
road. Guards spotted them and
told police. He didn’t come to my
office in the morning.” He said
he was appointed by the coop-
erative society as an administra-
tor till elections.

PUNJABI BAGH

Soon, spot replicas of Mysore Palace,

ABHINAV RAJPUT
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

WITH REPLICAS of 17 popular
monuments from across the
country including Mysore
Palace, Charminar and
Khajuraho Temple built from
scrap material, the Bharat
Darshan Park in Punjabi Bagh is
set to be completed this year.
Spread over 8.5 acres and built at
acostof Rs 14 crore, the park will
be open to visitors from 2021,
said mayor of South MCD
Anamika Mithilesh.

The mayor said though the
South MCD is facing fund con-

There have been only 3 rainy days this month

THE WEEK AHEAD

Date  |Minimum|Maximum
Sep21 | 26°C 370C
Sep22| 28°C 36°C
Sep23| 27°C 35°C
Sep24| 26°C 36°C
Sep25| 26°C 37°C
Sep26| 28°C 37°C

Conditions

Partly cloudy sky

Generally cloudy sky with light rain
Generally cloudy sky with light rain

Generally cloudy sky with light rain
ordrizzle

Partly cloudy sky
Partly cloudy sky

the city get as warm as it is at
present, when the average tem-
perature touched 36.1 degrees
Celsius with two days of rain.

Moreover, the average read-
ing of 36.1 degrees Celsius is the
highest mark the mercury has
reached for the month of
September since 2011.

Kuldeep Srivastava, head of
the IMD’s regional weather fore-

40-yr-old
suicide in

constable suspended

year-old girl and was shifted
from a police station in Outer
North district to Samaypur
Badli police station, where he
allegedly hanged himself using

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

A 40-YEAR-OLD murder con-
vict allegedly committed sui-
cide inside the Samaypur Badli
police station lockup. Police
said a constable has been sus-
pended for negligence follow-
ing the incident.

While Dharmendra’s fam-
ily alleged he was being
beaten up in custody the last
time they saw him, senior po-
lice officers denied the allega-
tions.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Outer North) Gaurav
Sharma said, “We have sus-
pended constable Yashveer,
who was posted on sentry duty
at Samaypur Badli police sta-
tion for his negligence.”

According to police,
Dharmendra was arrested in
2005 in a case of robbery and
murder, and later convicted in
the case. He got parole in
March this year, which was
later extended due to the lock-
down.

On Saturday, he was ar-
rested for allegedly raping a 14-

Tourist guide ‘gangraped’

Police said the woman lured
into the room she was gan-
graped by two men, on the pre-
text of giving her a loan. Police
said a case has been registered
against six persons, including a
woman, of whom one man has

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

ATOURIST guide was allegedly
gangraped inside a hotel in
New Delhi district on Friday
night.

straints, money for the project
had been allocated before the
Covid crisis. “The civic body will
be able to complete the project
on time,” she said.

Other replicas of monu-
ments include Gateway of India,
Konark Temple, Nalanda ruins,
Golden Temple, Meenakshi
Temple, Hawa Mahal, Hampi ru-
ins, Victoria Memorial, Sanchi
Stupa, Gol Gumbaz, Ajanta and
Ellora Caves, and Junagarh Fort.

Thereplicas are being built us-
ing parts of vehicles, fans, rods,
iron sheets, nut-bolts, etc, which
were gathering dust in municipal
stores, said leader of the house,
South MCD, Narendra Chawla.

casting centre in Delhi, said there
would be some relief around
September 22-23 when light
rainfall could bring the mercury
down by adegree or two, but af-

ter that it would soar again.

“Presently, we have dry
winds from Northwest India, no
rainfall and clear skies. All of this
is causing arise in temperature,”

he said.

commits
lock-up,

abedsheet.

His lawyer, Rakesh Kaushik,
claimed: “I still don’t have a
copy of the complaint (in the

rape case.”

Police said they are investi-
gating the death and have pre-
served CCTV footage outside
the two police stations for fur-

ther enquiry.

The man’s nephew Neeraj
seen
Dharmendra being beaten up
inside prison — a charge police

claimed they had

denied.

DCP Sharma said: “The mi-
nor alleged Dharmendra had
entered her house when she
was alone and raped her. We
registered a case under the
POCSO Act and arrested him.
He was then shifted to
police
station, where he committed
suicide on Sunday morning.
We took him to Baba Saheb
Ambedkar Hospital where
doctors declared him dead on

Samaypur Badli

arrival.”

been arrested.

HC ruling on net, gadgets for EWS students
poses new challenge for small pvt schools

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

WHILE CHILDREN across the city
stand to benefit from the Delhi
High Court's recent ruling that
private schools must provide
gadgets and internet packages
free of cost to students belong-
ing to economically weaker sec-
tion (EWS) and disadvantaged
groups (DG) categories, there is
not much of a financial gap be-
tween them and fee-paying stu-
dents in many smaller private
schools.

On Friday, the HC had or-
dered private schools and gov-
ernment schools like Kendriya
Vidyalayas to provide free gadg-
ets and internet packages to
EWS/DG students to address the
intra-class gap between them
and fee-paying students, and "to
ensure level playing field, and to
remedy this digital divide".

At Sant Gyaneshwar Public

The financial gap between EWS students and fee-paying
students in many smaller private schools are narrow. Archive

school in Khampur, for instance,
around 15% of students are not
attending online classes held via
the Zoom app. According to
school manager Mukesh Kumar
Bhatia, these students are from
both EWS and fee-paying cate-
gories. With a monthly fee start-
ing from Rs 1,000 and going up
toRs 1,600, most of the fee-pay-

DoG WHEELS

Apet dog out for aride on a bike in Noida on Sunday. Gajendra Yadav

ing and EWS students are from
similar backgrounds - farming
families, residents of resettle-
ment colonies and J] clusters.
"The ones who are not at-
tending are from families that do
not have gadgets. We have been
trying to reach out to them as
well; if there are other students
who live close to them, we are

13 treatment plants running
at 20% capacity: Report

SHIVAM PATEL
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE 13 common effluent treat-
ment plants (CETPs) in Delhi
with acombined capacity to treat
213 million litres per day (MLD)
of industrial effluents are running
on only 20-22% capacity.

In other words, only 45 MLD
of effluents are being treated and
released into the drains that join
river Yamuna.

Moreover, out of 13 CETPs,
only 11 were monitored in July,
out of which seven were found
to be non-complying, meaning
that treated effluents discharged
from the plants were not meet-
ing the prescribed standards.

The issue was discussed in
August in a meeting of a Central
Monitoring Committee that was
set up by the National Green
Tribunal to monitor 351 polluted
river stretches in the country, in-
cluding the Yamuna.

The director (technical) of
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) also informed
the committee during the meet-
ing that there were 11 industrial

clusters in Delhi which do not
have any CETPs installed.

The findings from Delhi and
numerous other states were sub-
mitted to the NGT in the second
quarterly report of the committee.

“ED (Tech), NMCG informed
that the issue of CETP is going on
since past two years. DPCChad in-
formed that for upgradation of the
CETPs and to increase the utilisa-
tion capacity of the CETPs, NEERI
had been engaged for providing
consultancy, and studies are go-
ing on. However, no progress has
been reported in this regard,” the
committee’s report states.

It said, “Secretary, Ministry of
Jal Shakti, raised concern over
the poor management of indus-
trial pollution in Delhi even after
construction of CETPs of 213
MLD and poor utilisation of the
existing CETP infrastructure.”

An official from the Delhi
State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC) said the
reason behind low utilisation of
CETPs was that many industries
in Delhi were producing rela-
tively less wet waste than before.

He also claimed that the 11

industrial clusters in Delhi that
are not connected to CETPs pro-
duce low quantities of effluents.

“Findings from the NEERI
study will give us answers on
how the full capacity of CETPs
can be utilised and on how the
plants need to be improved,” the
official said.

The committee was also told
that there has been very slow
progress in development of
sewage treatment plants (STPs)
in Delhi.

In a meeting held in July, the
secretary of Department of Water
Resources noted that the
Interceptor Sewer Project (ISP)
and establishment of STPs at
Coronation Pillar, previously ex-
pected to be completed by 2017-
18, have now beenrevised to 2021.

“Member Drainage, DJB in-
formed that 99% progress had
been achieved and only minor
works are remaining in ISP,
which they are finding difficult
to complete in the absence of lack
of manpower due to the pan-
demic. Similarly, for Coronation
Pillar, delay is due to limited
manpower and funding issues,”
the committee report states.

sending videos to those children
and asking them to share the de-
vice for some time with the chil-
dren missing out," he said.

Sushil Dhankar, who runs
Hari Vidya Bhawan School in
Sangam Vihar, said the average
monthly family income of most
students in his school is between
Rs 15,000 and Rs 20,000.

"In an area like ours, the dif-
ference between EWS and fee-
paying students is who had the
necessary documents in place
and got through the draw of lots.
We have around 10% students
across both categories who don't
have smartphones at all. Another
problem among most students
is that families have just one
smartphone. So in most cases,
classes of the younger children
are being compromised, which
is why we are sending videos of
the classes to them so they can
watch those later. Ina school like
ours, I feel like it might be better
tolook at all families below a cer-

tain income level as beneficiar-
ies," he said.

At White Leaf Public School,
Pooth Khurd, principal Sunil
Sharma said only 50-60% stu-
dents are attending online
classes due to a similar situation.

These schools alsoraised con-
cernson the process of reimburse-
ment by the state government for
the purchase of devices. "I cer-
tainly hope there will be a strict
enforcement of a deadline by
whenschools canexpecttobere-
imbursed. We already deal with
long delays in the basic EWS/DG
reimbursement every year. With
the general lack of fee collection
this year — less than 10 students
have paid fees in my school this
month - it will be too large a bur-
den for small schools to bear," said
Hari Prakash Sharma, owner of
New Happy Public School, which
starts with a fee of Rs 800.

The director of education did
not respond to queries from The
Indian Express.

‘Appear or face
action’: Assembly

panel summons
Facebook V-P

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE DELHI Assembly Peace and
Harmony Committee, which s
looking into the role of several
factors in the Northeast Delhi
riots, has summoned Facebook
India vice-president and man-
aging director Ajit Mohan again
on September 23.

This is the second time that
Mohan was summoned as he
did not appear before the panel,
headed by MLA Raghav
Chadha, previously. Failure to
appear, the notice said, will be
counted as breach of privilege
of the committee and action
will be taken.

The committee, formed on
March 2, earlier said it had
“prima facie found Facebook
complicit in the Delhi riots of
February 2020 on the premise
of incriminatory material pro-
duced on record by the wit-
nesses as well as their scathing
depositions before the
Committee”.

Facebook’s trust and safety
director Vikram Langeh sent a
letter to Chadha last week, ob-
jecting to the notice and asked
that it be recalled. He had said
that regulation of intermedi-
aries such as Facebook was the
right of the Union government,
that the Parliament’s Standing
Committee on Information
Technology was already exam-
ining the issues raised, and that
law and order in Delhi comes
under the purview of the
Centre and not the state gov-
ernment.

The fresh summons were
sent to Mohan on Friday.
Facebook spokesperson did not
respond to calls or messages.

A statement issued by the
committee Sunday said, “It ap-
peared to the committee that
Facebook is deliberately and in-
tentionally trying to evade the
process of law as well as show-
ing absolute non-cooperation

Charminar at SDMC park

Replicas of Mysore Palace (L) and Hampi’s ruins at the Bharat Darshan Park. Express

It will also have a walking
track of 1.5 km, a children’s play
area, landscaped waterfalls,
fountains, ponds, amphitheatres
for cultural events and a food
court offering major cuisines of
India, said Chawla.

The project was inspired by an
earlier project of the South MCD
called the 'Waste toWonder' park
in Sarai Kale Khan, which has
replicas of seven iconic monu-
ments from across the world and
opened to the public last
February. Injust one year, the civic
body had recovered the cost of
the project by earning more than
Rs 8 crore through tickets.

Around 16 lakh people visited

New Delhi

this park last year, with an aver-
age daily footfall of 4,000 to 5,000,
which doubles to 10,000 on
weekends and public holidays.
Niten Mehta, an architect in-
volved with the new project, said
it is more difficult than the Sarai
Kale Khan one as replicating tem-
ple architecture using iron rods
is challenging. He said the reason
SDMC's earlier project was so
successful was because Delhi, be-
ingalandlocked place, lacks open
spaces where people can walk.
He said, “Most people are not
able to visit many monuments
in their lifetime, so we are hope-
ful that this too will attract sim-

ilar crowds.”

C—

Facebook’s trust and safety
director Vikram Langeh had
sent a letter to panel chief
Raghav Chadha last week,
objecting to the notice

in enabling the committee to
ascertain the genuineness of
the allegation put out against it.
He (Chadha) had insisted that
Facebook must honour the pro-
ceedings taking place under
Delhi’s state legislature in the
same manner as they did for a
parliamentary standing com-
mittee.”

The assembly committee
said that as per a 2018 judg-
ment of the Supreme Court
Constitution Bench, the Delhi
Legislative Assembly has leg-
islative powers, and the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Legislative
Assembly provides the com-
mittee powers to summon and
ensure the presence of wit-
nesses.

“It has been further decided
thatin the event of subsequent
default in complying with the
orders of the committee, it shall
be constrained to proceed
against Facebook India for com-
mitting breach of committee’s
privilege, which shall follow
consequent penal jurisdiction
of the house under the relevant
laws and rules and regulation,”
the statement said.

Delhi zoo to
get 12 new
species

New Delhi: In an exchange pro-
gramme with the Chhatbir Zoo
in Punjab, Delhi’s National
Zoological Park would get 12
new species of animals and birds
this year, including two
chinkaras, one jungle catand five
diamond doves.

In return, the Delhi zoo
would give seven animal species
to the Chhatbir zoo, including
four palm civets, two Indian
foxes and two golden pheasants.

The approval for the exchange
was given by the Central Zoo
Authority’s (CZA) technical com-
mittee in October last year and
communicated to the Delhi zoo
directorinaletter in July. ENS
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IN PARLIAMENT s

RAJYA SABHA DEBATES FARM LEGISLATION

Oppn says farm Bills death warrants
for farmers, BJP calls them big reform

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

RAJYA SABHA on Sunday saw the treasury and
Opposition benches exchange heated argu-
mentsduring the debate on the two farm Bills.

The Opposition termed The Farmers
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotionand
Facilitation) Bill, 2020 and The Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill, 2020
“deathwarrants” for farmers and asked the gov-
ernment to refer them to a select committee.

Opening the debate, Congress member
Partap Singh Bajwa said the Bills are “com-
pletely ill-conceived” and “ill-timed”. “These
Bills are against the farmers of India, particu-
larly Punjab, Haryana and Western UP. Being a
son of a farmer, | want to say we will not sign
the farmers’ death warrants in any condition.”

Defending the legislation, BJP MP
Bhupender Yadav said, “The Opposition should
stop doing politics and misleading the farm-
ersonthisissue as the government has brought
abig reform to improve the rural economy.”

“We are in the government till 2024, the
MSP s going to be announced at least 8 times
for the rabi and kharif crops. Each time your
falsehood will be exposed,” he said.

TMC's Derek O’'Brien demanded that the
legislation be sent to the select committee.

SP member Ram Gopal Yadav said there is
a compulsion due to which the ruling party
does notwanttodebate and discuss. “They are
rushing through the Bills,” he said.

YSR Congress MPV Vijayasai Reddy referred
tothe Congress’s promise to repeal APMCactin
its manifesto for the 2019 Lok Sabha polls and
said the “hypocrisy” should be exposed.

Supporting the Bills, JDU member Ram
Chandra Prasad Singh said the legislation will
benefit agriculture.

CPM member KKRagesh said there should
be a provision in the legislation for declaring

Houske DIARIES
THE PANDEMIC EFFECT

B Former PM H D Deve Gowda, who
took oath as a member of Rajya
Sabha Sunday, was going to speak
without a mask. While participating
inthe debate on the farm Bills,
Deputy Chairman Harivansh
requested him to put on a mask
before speaking. Earlier, when he
took oath, Chairman Venkaiah
Naidu welcomed him saying, “A
good addition to our House.”

NO QUESTION HOUR:
MY QUESTIONS

m PM Modi laid the
foundation stone for
AIIMS at Thoppur in
February 2019 but no
work happened after 18
months, when will it
start functioning?
MANICKAM TAGORE, CONGRESS

Protesting opposition members in the well of the House on Sunday. P17

MSP for all agricultural produce.

RJD member Manoj Jha said if the House
passes these Bills, it will be writing the “obitu-
ary of Indian farmers”. “Farmers have issued a
whip. It is not going to stop in Punjab and
Haryana.Itwill go till Bihar,” Jha said, referring
to farmers’ protests against the legislation.

The BJD’s Amar Patnaik asked whether the
legislation is only for big traders.

Shiromani Akali Dal MP Naresh Gujral de-
manded that the Bill be sent to the select com-
mittee. Harsimrat Kaur Badal, has resigned as
the lone minister from SAD in the NDA gov-
ernment to protest the Bills.

Tamil Maanila Congress leader G K Vasan
supported the Bills but asked the government
toclear apprehensions about some provisions.

Expressing concerns about provisions of
the Bills, TDP member Kanakamedala
Ravindra Kumar said, “As per the Bill, with-
out paying the market fee, the corporate sec-

tor will purchase agriculture produce outside
the market through brokers according to the
price fixed by them and required quantity...
Farmers will have to depend on the mercy of
the corporate sector.”

NCP member Patel said that it would have
been better if the government had brought
these Bills after discussion with farmers’ lead-
ers such as Sharad Pawar.

BSP member Satish Chandra Misra won-
dered thatif the Bills are historic, why are farm-
ers protesting against them.

Shiv Sena member Sanjay Raut sought a
clarification on the continuation of MSP sys-
tem. AAP’s Sanjay Singh alleged that the gov-
ernment has always tried to snatch powers
from states.

Republican Party of India leader and
Minister of State for Social Justice &
Empowerment Ramdas Athawale said his
party supports the legislation.

What happened
in RS shameful,
says Rajnath

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

FOLLOWING THE Opposition’s uproar in
Parliament on Sunday accusing the Centre of
being “anti-farmer” for its move to push con-
tentious farm Bills, the government and the
ruling BJP asserted that the Bills would “in-
crease the income of farmers and free them
from the clutches of middlemen”.

The government also reiterated that
Minimum Support Price (MSP) and APMC
yards would remain in place.

While Defence Minister Rajnath Singh ad-
dressed a press conference, along with six of
his Cabinet colleagues, to reassure farmers, BJP
president] PNadda criticised the Congress and
other Opposition parties and said the new leg-
islation would “double farmers' incomes”.

Condemning the stir, Singh said, “What
happened in the Rajya Sabha today (Sunday)is
unfortunate, saddening and shameful.” He
added, “Opposition is trying to mislead farm-
ers and there is a misinformation campaign
whichis notagood sign of healthy democracy.”

Earlier, BJP chiefNadda said: “The MSPwas
offered to farmers before, is in force now and
will remain in force. Procurement will con-
tinue. These pieces of legislation will play a cru-
cialrole in fulfilling PM Modi’s vision todouble
farmers’ incomes...”

He hitoutat the Congress saying “It neither
had the time, nor the will, to help farmers.
Misleading farmers and the poor is an age-old
habit of the Congress. Farmers are aware of its
duplicity and will not be swayed...”

“If they are really concerned about
farmers, they should send these
Bills... for scrutiny.”

AHMED PATEL, CONGRESS

FRoOM THE DEBATE

“Irequest the Minister, if statement
about the MSPis true...he should
move an official amendment...

BINOY VISWAM, cpI

TIRUCHI SIVA, MK

HDDEVEGOWDA, Jbs

“This Bill... said to be “They are rushing “Itis not going to stop

intended to save farm- through the bills.” in Punjab and Haryana.

ersis to sell farmers” It will go till Bihar.”
RAMGOPALYADAV,

SAMAJWADIPARTY

A
“We have introduced “Farmers will get “Bihar was the first
new age agriculture benefits from these state to end APMC
Bills for new Bills. There should be system... itwasaden
generation farmers.” no politics...” of corruption.”
BHUPENDER YADAV, RAMDAS RAM CHANDRA
BJP ATHAWALE,RPI PRASAD SINGH, Jou

— NN

“He (PM) should “There is a huge “Did an Akali Dal
explain why this miscommunication in Minister resign on the
hurry...” the field... basis of rumours?”

AMAR PATNAIK, BJD

MANOJ JHA, RJD
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SANJAY RAUT, SHIVSENA

If govt had the numbers, why didn’t - With govt on key past Bills,
they allow the vote to happen: Derek 1RS, BJD spring a surprise

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

HOURS AFTER the government pushed
through the farm bills in Rajya Sabha amid
fierce protests by the Opposition, Trinamool
Congress MP Derek O’Brien, who was among
those who led the charge, said the govern-
ment “bulldozed” the Bills probably because
because it did not have the numbers as par-
ties like the BJD, TRS and the Shiromani Akali
Dal had come out to oppose the legislation.

O'Brien said he did not tear the rule book
as is being said but added, “Iwish I had torn
the rule book because there are no rules.”

He said the right of members to seek vot-
ing was “taken away” today.

The government and the Opposition had
been holding back-channel talks for some
days on the Bills. The Opposition, including
the Congress and TMC, wanted the Bills to be
referred to a select committee. The Opposition
had conveyed to the government that it will
seek voting on statutory resolutions moved
by MPs disapproving the Bills and the motions
moved by O’'Brien and DMK's Tiruchi Siva to
send the Bills to the select committee.

Speaking to The Indian Express, O’'Brien
said the Opposition wanted the discussion to
be continued on Monday because it wanted
division, in other words voting, on the statu-
tory resolutions and motions for reference of
the Bills to the select committee.

“We were going to ask for a vote on each
one of them. And voting on each one of them

TMC MP Derek O’Brien in Parliament on Sunday. P11

would have taken at least half an hour.
Because the MPs are sitting in three different
places..there are people sitting in Lok Sabha
chamber, Rajya Sabha chamber and Rajya
Sabha galleries. It would have taken a mini-
mum two hours,” he said.

“Any member has a right to ask for a divi-
sion. Just a voice vote wouldn't do.
Unfortunately, that right was taken away and
as much as we tried and tried...they just kept
bulldozing and bulldozing. A senior member
like DMK's Tiruchi Siva had to stand on his feet
totry and say thatlam here and lam asking for
adivision,” O'Brien said.

“We had moved the resolutions to send
the Bill toa select committee. All we asked was
allow us our right to have our vote. Win the

vote if you have the numbers,” he said.

“Did the government actually have the
numbers? If they had the numbers, they
could have done the vote... Idon’t believe the
government had the numbers. If they had the
numbers why did they have to put a knife into
the stomach of parliamentary democracy?
Thisis to send the Bill to a select committee. If
the government had the numbers why didn’t
they allow the vote to happen?” he asked.

O'Briensaiditis being said that he tore the
rule book. “I did not tear the rule book. There
is no footage. If anyone can show me the
footage, I will resign immediately as an MP.
However, I wish I had torn the rule book be-
cause there are no rules. But I did not tear the
rule book,” he said.

CoviD-19 DEBATE IN LOK SABHA: OPPN TARGETS GOVT FOR ‘ABRUPT ANNOUNCEMENT’

PM prepared the nation for lockdown through Janata Curfew: Minister

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY,
LIZMATHEW &RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI|, SEPTEMBER 20

HEALTH MINISTER Harsh Vardhan on
Sunday told Lok Sabha that the announce-
ment of lockdown was not sudden and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had prepared
the nation for it through the Janata Curfew
on March 22.

“Between March 16 and 23, several states
had imposed lockdown. PM prepared the
country for lockdown through the Janata
Curfew. Five different studies have spoken
about how many lives were saved due to the
lockdown,” he said in reply to a debate on the
pandemic.

He also informed Lok Sabha that while
the world was working on 145 vaccines for
Covid, three vaccines in India were at an ad-
vanced stage and that the government was
already working on a detailed strategy of dis-
tributing and administering the vaccine
once itis out.

“There are 145 vaccine candidates in the
world of which 35 are under clinical trial. In

Health Minister Harsh Vardhan in Lok
Sabha on Sunday. P11

India, three vaccines are in the advanced
stage. Detailed strategy of how it is going to
be administered and who will get it first is
also being worked. We are also studying
viruses. We have already done genome se-
quencing of 2,000 viruses. We are coordinat-
ing with the WHO in all our efforts and fu-
ture planning.”

On criticism of the government over a
sudden lockdown and mismanagement of
the situation, the minister said, “If the lock-

down was not used properly and things were
not monitored, the dedicated 17,000 covid
facilities would not have come up. Today
there are 1,773 labs. There isalab every three
km in the country today. We have conducted
6.37 crore tests and only yesterday we have
done 12 lakh tests. We have achieved our tar-
gets before time.”

He said the government started working
from January 8 and advisories had been sent
toall states by January 17.He said doctors and
paramedics had to be trained while the pan-
demic was on and when reports of them be-
ing attacked came, the government brought
inan ordinance to protect them.

He said the Centre had provided 1.5 crore
PPEs, 3.5 crore N95 masks, 30,000 ventilators
and 1 lakh oxygen cylinders to states. He said
PM Cares Fund had given Rs 893 crore for ven-
tilators and 64 lakh migrant workers had
been helped through train and bus services
to reach their homes during the lockdown.

During the debate, the Opposition came
down heavily on the government for its “fail-
ure to adequately recognise the scale and
complexity of the problem” and “the abrupt
announcement of the lockdown”.

“Instead of mature and proactive gover-
nance, we have collectively witnessed a fun-
damental breakdown in government ma-
chinery these past few months, instead of
clearly communicated protocols and com-
prehensive strategies, we have collective wit-
nessed an alarming lack of clarity, readiness
and preparedness to tackle the virus,”
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor said.

Congress leader in the House Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said, “No country has lost
as many doctors or health workers as India.
The government is not ready to accept that
there is community transmission. If there
was a well laid-out strategy, we would not
see this day.”

Quoting from Thirukkural, DMK's
Dayanidhi Maran said the King should al-
ways have good advisers. “You should have
stopped him.. But no one had the courage to
tell him what he was doing was not
right,” he said.

BJP’s Kirit Solanki, however, questioned
Tharoor why Rahul Gandhi did not stay in
India for taking up issues in Parliament.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THETRS and the BJD, which have often sided
with the government and backed it on crucial
bills, sprang a surprise on Sunday.

While the TRS opposed the farm Bills,
calling them a “direct brutal assault” on the
rights of states and the Constitution, the BJD
demanded that they be sent to a select com-
mittee. YSCRP, another party which has
backed the government on key legislation
earlier, backed the Bills.

TRS MP K Keshava Rao accused the gov-
ernment of having changed the “very char-
acter” of the country. “A country whose cul-
ture is agriculture is now being sold to a
corporate... ...you are saying that freedom
to sell is given to farmers. The freedom to
sell is given, freedom to fix the price is not
given to farmers... Do you think that he will
go and sit with traders on equal terms and
will have the same level-playing field as cor-
porate in fixing up the prices?”

“I would treat this Bill as a direct brutal
assault on the rights of States and the
Constitution as such,” he said.

BJD’s Amar Patnaik said there are struc-
tural issues in Indian agriculture where
about 63 per cent farmers are small and
marginal and 86 per of the landholdings are
with small and marginal farmers. Arguing
that buyers are key to the agricultural mar-
ket, he said “...I am not sure if the Bill is go-
ing to bring buyers into the market which
anyway is not happening and therefore,

there is a possibility of cartelisation.”

“The small and marginal farmers do not
even have the opportunity to get a mini-
mum support price. So, is the Bill only for
the big traders? It is a commerce and trade
oriented Bill?... There is a huge miscommu-
nication in the field, particularly in the
farmer’s procurement areas. So, [ would
strongly urge the Government to consider
sending these two Bills to the Select
Committee...,” he said.

YSRCP’s V Vijayasai Reddy backed the
Bill. He said by allowing contract farming,
the farmer is assured of the sale price for his
produce at a predetermined rate.

“Secondly, the Bill frees farmers from the
coercion of the licensed middlemen as the
farmers could till now sell only to the li-
censed middlemen and the middlemen
found it easy to form cartels and control
these markets and offer low prices to the
farmers.... This ends the monopoly of the
APMC system,” he said.

Hitting out at the Congress, he said the
“hypocrisy” of the Congress is clear as its
manifesto for the 2019 Lok Sabha elections
had promised that if voted to power, it
would repeal the Agricultural Produce
Market Committees Act.

“This is what exactly the Government is
doing now. What is this hypocrisy? Why are
they opposing this Bill? There is no reason
for the Congress Party to oppose this Bill.
Their objective is only one....today all those
who support the Bills are pro-farmers and
those against it are pro-middlemen. They
are pro-middlemen,” he said.

Oppn praise for Speaker Birla

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

LOK SABHA Speaker Om Birla wasin for some
unexpected praise from the Opposition on
Sunday after he obliged to its demand for ad-
journment of the House. The request was
made as several Opposition members were on
a sit-in protest in Rajya Sabha, which would
have meant that MPs allocated seats there on
account of social distancing protocol would
not have been able to take their places.

“You could have rejected our demand. But
youobliged to it which shows your respect for
the Opposition and your attempts to run this
house taking everyone along. It will be
recorded in the history of this house,” Congress
leader Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said.

Birla adjourned the House for an hour un-
til 4 pm due to unavailability of seating for all
MPs amid the Rajya Sabha ruckus, even after
the Upper House was adjourned ataround 1.30

New Delhi

pmafter the passage of controversial farm bills.

Some of the Rajya Sabha MPs from the op-
position were sitting inside the House in
protest against deputy chairman Harivansh's
decision to extend the house, which they said,
was made without taking the “sense of the
House™.

The request from Chowdhury added to
several firsts in the historic Monsoon session
being held amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

Either House does not discuss the develop-
ments that take place in the other. But now, Lok
SabhaMPs are being seated in the chamber of
the Rajya Sabha for the first time in order to
maintain social distance.

When the Lok Sabhamet at 3 pm, Congress
MPs stood up and Chowdhury asked the
Speaker to adjourn the proceedings till the
“stalemate” in the Rajya Sabha is ended. Birla
initially said he would adjourn the proceed-
ings if both the chamber and the galleries of
the Lok Sabha are full. But upon Chowdhury’s
insistence, he adjourned proceedings till 4 pm.
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2G no bar to
e-learning in
J&K: Govt to
Lok Sabha

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 21

THE CENTRE Sunday told Lok
Sabha that the absence of 4G
network in Kashmir was not an
impediment to e-learning as all
such apps of the government
were accessible on 2G network.

Minister of State (Home) G
Kishan Reddy said in a written
reply: “The 2G mobile internet
speed is not an impediment in
covid control measures includ-
ing dissemination of informa-
tion to the general public as well
as health workers. Also, e-learn-
ing apps and education/e-learn-
ing websites of the Government
of India/ Government of J&K are
accessible over 2G internet for
downloading e-books and other
study material.”

Reddy also said the lack of
high-speed internet was not an
obstacle in the administration of
justice.

Domicile certificates

In a reply to another ques-
tion, Reddy said a total of
21,13,879 people have applied
for domicile certificates in J&K of
whom16,79,520 have already
been granted the same.

Classifieds

PERSONAL

I,AtigaBegum s legally
wedded spouse of No:-
12984411F, NK Mohd Sadiq
Gujjar presently residing at
Batpora, District Kupwara. |
have changed my name from
Rafige Akhter to Atiga Begum
(DoB-12-01-1988) due to
correction for all purposes.

0020411240-1

I, Sonu S/0 Chetram,R/0 4
Rampura Jhajjar, 123103
Haryana, have changed my
name to Aditya Yadav for all
purposes. 0130016963-1

IHARMEET SINGH SETHI S/O
HARDEYV SINGH SETHI R/O
H.NO-WZ-546, Ground Floor,
GaliNo-21, ShivNagar, Near
Jail Road, JanakpuriB-1, West
Delhi, Delhi-110058 have
changed the name of my
minor daughter JANISHA
SETHIaged 17 years and she
shall hereafter be known as
JANISHA KAUR SETHI.

0040549175-11

I,Rakesh Kumar,S/0-Deep
Ram,R/0-C-124,FirstFloor,
Millennium Apartment,
Sector-18, Rohini,Delhi-
110089,have changed my
name to Rakesh Kukreti S/O
Deep Ram Kukreti.

0040549205-1

I,Puran Singh Service No.-
2990456L Rank NAIK S/o0-Sh.
Kawar Singh R/0-Village/Post-
Bhatera, Tehsil/Distt.-Jhajjar
(Haryana),have declare
that,in my service-record my
daughter name wrongly
mention as Tanu instead,of
her correct name Tannu.
In,future she will known as
Tannu for,all purposes.

0040549169-3

I, Manveer Singh S/o0 Govind
Singh, R/0 B-267, Street No 8-C,
Turkmirpur Ext Delhi-110094
have changed my name to
Balbir Singh for all purposes.

0040548991-1

I, Janki Devi W/o Ravinder
Gupta R/o Flat Number B-6,
Plot Number B-115, Shalimar
Garden Ext-Il, Ghaziabad, UP-
201005, have changed my
name to Janki Gupta.

0070714728-1

LOST & FOUND

Bill to amend FCRA is an attempt by
government to target critics: Oppn

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
&LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE OPPOSITION on Sunday op-
posed the Foreign Contribution
Regulation = (Amendment)
(FCRA) Bill to incorporate more
stringent measures for receiving
foreign funds, alleging that it is
part of the government’s “at-
tempts to target its critics”.

The government, which in-
troduced the Bill in Lok Sabha on
Sunday, maintained that the
proposed changes in the legisla-
tion were not to take anyone’s
rights.

Congress leader in Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
his party colleague Manish
Tewari said Bill would give more
powers to the government to
“muzzle the voices of dissent”.
Alleging that the treasury
benches were trying to malign
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, Chowdhury said, “If you
can prove that Nehru had done
any financial irregularities with
the PM Relief Fund, lam ready to
give up my post.”

Opposing the clause in Bill
that makes Aadhaar mandatory,
he cited a Supreme Court judg-

EXPLAINED

Consistent crackdown
on‘erring’ NGOs

and Amnesty International.

THE FCRA (Amendment) Bill seeking to make the Act more
stringent is in line with the government’s consistent crack-
down on “erring” NGOs. In its first term, a report by the
Intelligence Bureau had said that actions of NGOs had led
toaloss of 3 per cent of GDP. Since then, there have been
actions initiated by the government against several NGOs,
including top international NGOs such as Ford Foundation

ment that prevents the govern-
ment from doing so.

According to Tewari, the situ-
ation in which the Act was made
in 2011 has changed. “Now we
have seen the provisions...(have)
increasingly been used against
those who speak against the
government,” he said.

TMC'’s Sougata Ray termed
the Bill as the “Big Brother
watching” and said the govern-
ment is trying to block foreign
contributions to a number of so-
cial organisations, including
those who workin tribal and ru-
ral areas.

Minister of State for Home
Affairs Nityanand Rai said
clauses in the Bill were not notin

Don’t sign farm Bills,

Sukhbir tells President §

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 20

THE SHIROMANI Akal Dal, a con-
stituent of the NDA, Sunday
urged President Ram Nath
Kovind not to give his assent to
the farm Bills passed by Rajya
Sabha, asking him to return
them to Parliament for reconsid-
eration.

“Democracy is not about ma-
joritarian oppression but about
consultation, conciliation and
consensus. All three democratic
virtues were ignored in today’s
proceedings. This distortion can
only be corrected with a
Presidential intervention,” SAD
chief Sukhbir Singh Badal said in
aplea to the President.

“Please stand by the belea-
guered and toiling farmers, farm
labour, mandi labour and Dalits
in their hour of need. They are
facing exploitation and look up
toyouto exercise your discretion
as the highest executive in the
country and come to their res-
cue by not signing these Bills so
that they do not acquire the fi-
nality of an Act, " he said.

Badal added that “failing this,
the poor and the beleaguered
classes and their future genera-
tions will never forgive us”.

Will take BJP, allies to
court: Amarinder

The Punjab government will
take the BJPand its allies, includ-
ing the Shiromani Akali Dal, to
the court over the “unconstitu-
tional, undemocratic and anti-
farmer” laws of the Centre, Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
Sunday said and vowed “to fight
till his last breath to protect the
interests of the state's farmers”.

“We will move the courtand
fight the draconian legislations
assoon as they get the presiden-
tial nod and become the law of
theland,” the Chief Minister said.

Amarinder expressed shock
at the way the BJP-led Union
government “brute-forced” the
Bills through the House.

violation of the Supreme Court
judgment.

The Bill to amend the FCRA
proposes to include “public ser-
vants” in the prohibited category
for accepting foreign contribu-
tion, decrease administrative ex-
penses through foreign funds by
an organisation to 20 per cent
from 50% earlier, make Aadhaar
mandatory for registration and
give government powers to stop
utilisation of foreign funds by an
organisation through a “sum-
mary enquiry”.

The Foreign Contribution
Regulation (Amendment) Bill
2020 says the need to strengthen
the Act has arisen due to several
organisations misutilising or

PROTESTS AGAINST FARMBILLS

OTHER BILLS PASSED
INLOK SABHA

M The Lok Sabha Sunday
passed the Rashtriya Raksha
University Bill, 2020 which
proposes to establish a multi-
disciplinary university to en-
hance the capability of the
security establishment.
Announced earlier by Home
Minister Amit Shah, the uni-
versity will come up in
Gujarat.

M It also passed a bill to
amend the Factoring
Regulation Act, seeking to
help micro, small and
medium enterprises by pro-
viding additional avenues for
getting credit facility.

misappropriating the funds.
“The annual inflow of for-
eign contribution has almost
doubled between the years
2010and 2019, but many recip-
ients of foreign contribution
have not utilised the same for
the purpose for which they
were registered or granted
prior permission under the said
Act. Many of them were also
found wanting in ensuring ba-

sic statutory compliances such
as submission of annual re-
turns and maintenance of
proper accounts. This has led to
a situation where the Central
Government had to cancel cer-
tificates of registration of more
than 19,000 recipient organisa-
tions, including non-
Governmental organisations,
during the period between
2011 and 2019,” says the Bill’s
statement of objects and rea-
sons.

“The criminal investigations
also had to be initiated against
dozens of such non-
Governmental organisations
which indulged in outright mis-
appropriation or mis-utilisation
of foreign contribution,” it adds.

The government has said
there is a need to streamline the
provisions of the Act by
“strengthening the compliance
mechanism, enhancing trans-
parency and accountability in
the receipt and utilisation of for-
eign contribution worth thou-
sands of crores of rupees every
year and facilitating genuine
non-Governmental organisa-
tions or associations who are
working for the welfare of the
society”. FULL REPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

Atractor rally by protesting farmers at the Punjab-Haryana
border near Ambala on Sunday. jasbir Malhi

Haryana roads blocked,
effigies burnt in Punjab

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPT 20

Protesting against the agri Bills,
farmers Sunday blocked roads
and highways in Haryana and
burnt effigies of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Punjab.
Onacall from 17 farm unions
inHaryana, farmers blocked por-
tions of roads and highways at
several places between 12 and 3
pm. Arhtiyas (commission

agents at mandis) too joined in.
Heavy police force was de-
ployed on the highways. There
was no blockade on the Ambala-
Delhi road. In Ambala, Haryana
Police used a water cannon at
the border to stop Punjab Youth
Congress workers from entering
the district and travelling to
Delhi as part of a “tractor rally”.
Farmers at several places in
Punjab burnt effigies and copies
of the Bills, claiming the laws will
destroy their livelihood.

Black day for
democracy, will
hit streets across
nation: Congress

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

DESCRIBING THE farm Bills
passed in Rajya Sabha as “anti-
farmer”, Congress said Sunday
would be remembered as a black
day for democracy. The party is
now planning to launch protests
across the country.

A high-level committee will
meet all AICC general secretaries
and state in-charges on Monday
to finalize the plan for a nation-
wide agitation. Party chief Sonia
Gandhi is now abroad foramed-

ical check-up.
The Congress hit out at the
government for pushing

through the Bills amid stormy
scenes. “Today’s entire episode
was a conspiracy built by the BJP
leadership. They wanted to bull-
doze these anti-farmer laws
withoutany delay. The Congress
and the other opposition parties
are not going to leave thisissue,”
said AICC general secretary in
charge of organization K C
Venugopal.
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Itis notified for the information
that my Original Grade sheet
cum certificate of performance
of main Secondary school
Examination of year 2012 and
Roll no.5119435 issued by CBSE
has been actually lost. Name:
SANA UR RAHMAN Address: B-
149, First floor, ZAIDI GALI, GALI
NO.9, MANDAWALI FAZALPUR,
DELHI-110092. Mobile:
8510088299. 0040549138-1

Itis notified that my Original
School Marksheet and All
Passing Certificate of Poorv
Madhyama Dvitiya Varsh, 2006
Roll No. 300808 and Uttar
Madhyama Dvitiya Varsh, 2008
Roll No. 560762 issued by
UPMSSP has been lost. Raj
Singh Rajput, FIR No.
584628/2020 Address -C-2/6,
Sector-16, Rohini, Delhi-110089,
returniffound. 0040549173-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

| TANVI VL dawgbiter of
MR, SHASHI BHUSHAN
WL, B0 ori 21 August
1956, residing a1 T4A0
GROUMD FLOGR, W.E.A,
KARDL BAGH, MEW
DELHI = 110005, INDIA
herchy underake that |
want to charge my rame
1o TANAWIVILL | TARWV
Wl hieneeforth be knoeemn
as TAMANVI VI
taughter af MR SHAZHI
BHUISHAMWLL

It s certified that | have
complied with other
legal requirement in

this connoction,

mentioned below:-

Motors

2. Goods-

Terms & Conditions:-

days.

be issued.

82901/HRY

CORRIGENDUM

Public Auction Notice

It is for the information of general public that the
vehicle bearing registration no. DLO1LP5775 belongs to
Sh. Mahesh Chand S/o Sh. Bharat Singh H.No. 202/3
Nurses Complex, Shri Niwaspuri, New Delhi and goods
loaded in it i.e. Mens round neck cotton T-shirt, Quantity-
19200 will be put to public auction on 29.09.2020,
Tuesday at 12 PM in the O/o Dy. Excise & Taxation
Commissioner, Bikrikar Bhawan (Excise & Taxation
Office), Near Sports Complex, Faridabad by the order of
the Collector-Cum-Dy. Excise & Taxation Commissioner,
Faridabad (West) u/s 79 of the Goods and Service Tax
Act 2017. The details of conveyance and goods are as

1. Conveyance- Registration No. DLO1LP5775 Closed
body Eicher

Centar
Limited

Mfg. Eicher
Engine No.

E483CDDE531890 Chassis No. MC
263ERCOBE224407 Model-2011

Mens round neck cotton T-shirt HSN
Code-61091000
Pieces Value of Goods- 19682880

You all are cordially invited in the auction.

Quantity-19200

The successful bidder has to deposit 25% on the spot on
acceptance and remaining amount i.e. 75% in seven

After total payment the ownership will be transferred by
the competent authority and the necessary certificate will

Sd/-

Proper Officer (GST)-Cum-
Excise & Taxation Officer,

Faridabad (West)

No. AIMS/2020/

the following posts:
Re-employed basis.

Re-employed basis.

Mob. 9878098181, 9855200011

Dr. B.R. AMBEDKAR STATE INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES
Sector -56 Sahibzada Ajit Singh Nagar (Mohali), Punjab

RECRUITMENT NOTICE
WALK-IN INTERVIEW

Online applications in the prescribed Proforma are
invited for hiring Faculty(with new selection criteria) for

1. Retired Professors as Professors (04 posts) on
2. Associate Professors (16 posts) on deputation/
3. Assistant Professor (23 posts) on deputation basis.
The details of Application Form and selection criteria etc. are
available on the website www.punjabmedicaleducation.org./Mohali

1. Last Date of applying 24.09.2020 till 12:00 Midnight.
2. Walk-In Interview will be on 26.09.2020 at 1:30 PM.

AIMS Medical College & Hospital, Mohali, Punjab

Dated:

Sd/-  (Dr. Manijit Kaur Mohi)

Director-Principal

email- aimsmohali@gmail.com

EC webinar on
polls amid Covid

New Delhi: The Election
Commission will host an inter-
national webinar on Monday on
the challenges of conducting
elections amid the Covid-19
pandemic.

The webinar is expected to
be attended by 121 delegates
from45 countries, . ECis hosting
the event on the completion of
its one-year chairmanship of the
Association of World Election
Bodies.

Presentations will be made
by by Fiji, the Republic of Korea,
Mongolia, Taiwan, South Africa,
Indonesia, Bangladesh, and
Malawi, besides India. ENS

OFFICE OF THE SUPRINTENDING ENGINEER RURAL ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT,

ALIGARH CIRCLE ALIGARH.
PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA (PMGSY)

Address :- DHANIPUR BLOCK ROAD NEAR CANARA BANK TRAINING CENTER,

DHANIPUR, ALIGARH.
Letter NO: 528 /RED/Tender/PIU-Etah /File No Lekha- 03/ Bond Clerk/2020-21
E-Procurement Notice-2

S

o

Certifying Authorities.
c. The bidders are required to submit ,

(%

on to http://pmgsytendersup.gov.in

UPID-155198 Dt. 19.09.2020
WWW.Upgov.nic.in

1. The Superintending Engineer, Rural Engineering Department, Circle, Aligarh on behalf of Governor of
Uttar Pradesh invites the Percentage rate bids in electronic tendering system for Renewal of roads
constructed under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana in the district of Etah for Groups No. UP
21/06R, including their after maintenance for five years. The eligible and approved Contractors
registered with UP PWD/UP RED, in appropriate class (A,or B as per limit) or equivalent category in
CPWD/ MES/ P&T/ Railways and other State Govt. and Central Govt. Departments.

. Date of release of Invitation for Bids through e-procurement 22/09/2020

Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission:

The bid document shall be available online from 22/09/2020 to 13/10/2020 and should be submitted

online in http://pmgsytendersup.gov.in

. The bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. For submission of the
bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized

(1) Original demand draft towards the cost of bid document ,
(2) Original bid security in approved form and

(3) Original affidavit regarding correctness of information furnished with bid document as per provisions
of Clause 4.4 B (i) of ITB with Superintending Engineer, Rural Engineering Department, Circle, Aligarh,
on a date not later than a working day after the last date and time for receipt of bids through e-

GUJARAT

dated:16-09-2020

T

. —————

I
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among others.

CONDOLENCE NOTES

AS EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S Jaishankar Saturday informed
that his mother Sulochana Subrahmanyam had passed away,
condolence messages poured in from all over the world.
Prominent among them were from Iranian Foreign minister
Javad Zarif, Afghanistan leader Abdullah Abdullah and Sri
Lankan Sports and Youth Affairs minister Namal Rajapaksa

between the two countries.

CAaucHT UNAWARES

AMID THE unruly scenes in Rajya Sabha, the audio feed on the
live telecast snapped. While the video feed was on, the cam-
eras were showing only Deputy Chairman Harivansh. Some
of the MPs - at least two from the TMC—realised that and did
the unthinkable. They took out their phones and started video
recording. So by the end of the day, there were many video
clips of what transpired. One showed marshals lifting AAP’s
Sanjay Singh, presumably after he climbed on the Secretary
General's Table. One clip showed an MP pushing a parliamen-
tary security staffand TMC's Derek O'Brien stopping him and
one showed how the security staff created a human wall be-
tween the opposition and the Chairman’s podium.

V1SA DENIED

PAKISTAN HAS denied visa to Indian diplomat Jayant
Khobragade, who was proposed as the next acting head of the
Indian mission inIslamabad, on the ground that he is too sen-
ior for the post. Khobragade has earlier served in Islamabad as
a political counsellor. This refusal is seen as a new flashpoint

India extends grant
of $250-million to
Covid-hit Maldives

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

INDIA HAS provided a $250-mil-
lion grant to the Maldives to help
it mitigate the Covid-19 pan-
demic's devastating effect on its
tourism-based economy. The
sum, around Rs 1,825 crore as
per the current exchange rate,
was provided via Treasury Bond
sale to State Bank of India (SBI),
Male with a tenure of 10 years
for repayment, the Indian em-
bassy in Male said Sunday.

This came after a request by
Maldives President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“The India-Maldives partner-
ship is unique and the Covid-19
pandemic has highlighted this.
India will continue to stand by
the people and Government of
Maldives during these difficult
times,” the embassy said in a
statement. A handover cere-
mony was held at the Maldives
Foreign Ministry on Sunday.

India had provided substan-
tial assistance to the Maldives
during the pandemic.

A team of doctors and spe-
cialists visited the country in
March to assist in Covid-19 pre-
paredness. A consignmentof 5.5
tonnes of essential medicines
was donated in April, another
consignment of 6.2 tonnes of
medicines was airlifted from
four Indian cities to Male, and

4 MLAs test positive
on eve of session

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GANDHINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 20

The aid was provided

after arequest by the

Maldives President to
PM Narendra Modi.

580 tonnes of food aid was pro-
vided in May.

India also lifted export re-
strictions on medical consum-
ables, respiratory apparatus, and
testing kits and reagents
throughout the pandemic to as-
sist Maldives in its battle against
Covid-19.

On the request of the
Maldives government, India will
also send doctors and nurses re-
cruited on short-term contracts
to reinforce its health system.

Neezalmad, Minister of State
for Economic Development of
Maldives, has said that Covid-19
has had a “devastating impact”
on the country’s economy, par-
ticularly to SMEs that account for
most of the tourism-related em-
ployment. Tourism constitutes a
third of the Maldives’ national
revenue. The International
Monetary Fund has projected
that the country’s economy will
contract by 8.1 per cent in 2020.

Maldives Foreign Minister
Abdulla Shahid, Finance Minister
Ibrahim Ameer, High
Commissioner Sunjay Sudhir
and CEO, SBI, Male Bharat
Mishra were present at the han-
dover ceremony.

UTTARAKHAND
Assembly session
duration reduced,
Question Hour out

LALMANIVERMA
DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 20

procurement of the Bid, either by registered post or by hand, failing which the bids shall be declared
non-responsive. Bidder shall write only the bid-id-number (generated through e-tendering web site on
submission of bid on-line) on the envelop containing the documents mentioned above in para 3-c and
the package number for which they have bid. Bidder SHALL NOT WRITE their own names or name of
their firm on this envelop in order to ensure confidentiality of the bid.
. Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 13/10/2020 upto 12:00 Noon and the
technical qualification part of the bid shall be opened the same day from 1:00 PM in the Office of
Superintending Engineer, Rural Engineering Department, Circle, Aligarh. For further details please log

Superintending Engineer,
Rural Engineering Department,
Aligarh,Circle, Aligarh

Sd/- soon session.

New Delhi

ONTHE eve of the five-day monsoon session of the
Gujarat Assembly, four MLAs - one of the ruling BJP
and three of the Opposition Congress - tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 during the mandatory testing for
the session on Sunday. Following this, the four MLAs
will not be able to attend the session that is being
held with several precautionary measures put in
place by the Speaker.

According to the Chief Whip of Congress
Legislative Party, Ashwin Kotwal, the three Congress
MLAs who tested positive for Covid-19 are
Nathabhai Patel from Dhanera, Punabhai Gamit
from Vyara and Virji Thummar from Lathi. Kotwal
added that two other Congress MLAs - Jashubhai
Patel from Bayad and Kalubhai Dabhi from
Kapadvanj - had also recently tested Covid-19 pos-
itive in their respective constituencies, following
which they, too, will not be able to attend the mon-

BJP MLAs Kanu Patel from Sanand constituency
also tested positive for coronavirus on Sunday, said
BJP Chief Whip Pankaj Desai

THE UTTARAKHAND Assembly's
Business Advisory Committee
Sunday decided to cut down the
duration of the forthcoming
Monsoon Session to one day and
remove the Question Hour. This
came as several MLAs, including
the Speaker and Leader of
Opposition, tested positive for
Covid-19,

Speaker Prem Chand
Aggarwal tested positive just
hours before the BAC and all-
party meetings on Sunday. He
has isolated himself.

The state cabinet had earlier
proposed a three-day session
from September 23.

Leader of Opposition Indira
Hridayesh tested positive on
Saturday. Congress MLA Harish
Singh, too, has tested positive.
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Sexual misconduct
charge: Kashyap says
may take legal reme ies

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 20

ADAY afteranactoraccused film-
maker Anurag Kashyap of sexual
misconduct, the48-year-old direc-
tor on social media shared a press
statement by his lawyer which
said he has been "fully advised of
hisrights and remediesinlawand
intends to pursue them to the
fullest extent". Earlier during the
dayonSunday, Kashyapinaseries
of tweets has denied the change,
termingit “baseless” and calling it
anattempt to “silence” him.

Priyanka Khimani, Kashyap's
lawyer, in her statement said: “My
client has been deeply pained by
the false allegations of sexual mis-
conduct that have been surfaced
against him. The allegations are
completely false, malicious, and
dishonest.”

Actor Payal Ghosh, in a tweet
on Saturday, said Kashyap “forced
himself” on her and “extremely
badly”. She tagged the Prime
Minister and his office in her
tweet, requesting them to take ac-
tion against him.

In a separate video interview,
Ghosh — who has acted in a few
Telugu films, made her Hindi film
debut with Patel Ki Punjabi Shaadi
(2017)— said that the incident
tookplacein2014-2015when she
had gone to meet Kashyap for
work. She added that after speak-

Anurag
Kashyap

ing out, she has requested
Mumbai's Commissioner of Police
and the Centre and state govern-
ments for protection.

Hours later, Kashyap re-
sponded in a series of tweets in
Hindi saying her allegations were
anattempt to “silence him”.

“Such along time was in try-
ing to silence me. Never mind.
(But) While shutting me up, you
lied so much that in spite of you
being a woman, you dragged
other women also into it. Please
maintain some dignity, madam.
AllTwill say is that all your alle-
gations are baseless,” Kashyap
tweeted. “..I have never behaved
like this, nor do I tolerate such a
behaviour at any cost,” the direc-
tor added.

Taking note of Ghosh’s accu-
sations, National Commission for
Women chairperson Rekha
Sharma sought a detailed com-
plaint from Ghosh and assured
the 30-year-old actor that she
would look into it.

A number of film personali-
ties such as actors Swara Bhasker,
Tisca Chopra, Taapsee Pannu,
Mohd Zeeshan Ayyub came out
in support of Kashyap.

Will abide by all laws, says
Sudarshan TV Editor-in-chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

SUDARSHAN NEWS, the channel
whose “UPSC jihad” show was
stayed by the Supreme Court
Sunday, said it will abide by all the
laws while airing the rest of the
episodes and pointed out that a
TV channel had in the past aired
shows on “Hindu terror”.

Inan additional affidavit filed
in the top court, the channel’s
Editor-In-Chief Suresh
Chavhanke said, “I will strictly
comply with all laws while air-
ing the remaining episodes of

Caught for Covid
curbs violation,
student booked

‘Bindas Bol’ program series on
the subject of UPSC Jihad. In the
affidavit, Chavhanke further
stated that he will abide and
comply by the programming
code and directions of the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting strictly.

The Supreme Court on
September 15 stayed the broad-
cast of the remaining episodes of
the show saying, “prima facie, it
appears...that the object, intent
and purpose of the programme s
tovilify the Muslim community...”.

The court is scheduled to
hear the matter again on
Monday.

LAC STANDOFF

Corps Commanders meet
today, MEA official in India team

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

MORETHAN a week after Indian
and Chinese foreign ministers
reached an agreement in
Moscow on a five-point ap-
proach to resolve the military
standoff in eastern Ladakh, the
sixth round of the Corps
Commander-level talks will be
held on Monday morning.

Sources in the defence estab-
lishment confirmed that the
delegation will, for the first time
since May, include a joint secre-
tary-level officer from the
Ministry of External Affairs, as
reported by The Indian Express
on September 17.

A senior government official

This will be the sixth
sound of Corps
Commander-level
discussions. The last
two sessions, since mid-
July, had failed to
achieve a breakthrough.

had told The Indian Express last
week that the decision to in-
clude an official from the MEA
was being considered by the top
brass.

The last two meetings, since
mid-]July, had failed to achieve
any breakthrough in resoliving
the situation.

The two sides have been

TRACKING INDIA’'S COVID CURVE

CASES:
202 94,00,619

TESTS: 6,36,61,060 |

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC

RECOVERED: 43,03,043
DEATHS: 86,752

DOUBLING RATE: 39.19**

2 Ly
KEY STATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* |  TIME**
mMaharashtra |11,88,015 | 20,519 | 1.95% | 36.92
mAndhra 6,17,776 8,218 1.48% 48.81
mTamil Nadu 5,36,477 5,569 1.10% 65.69
mUttar Pradesh | 3,48,517 5,729 1.88% 38.22
m Delhi 242,899 4,071 1.82% 39.53

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

1.61
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Data as on September 19, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive
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Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

against

icator of

stuck in a stalemate since early
July when troops from both
sides had moved back from the
friction points in the region.
While Chinese troops had
moved back to their side of the
LAC from Patrolling Point 14
(PP14)in Galwan Valley, a small
group continued to remain on
the Indian side of the LAC at
PP15 in Hot Springs and PP17A
in Gogra Post area.

Also, though the Chinese
troops had moved from the base
of Finger 4 to Finger 5 on the
north bank of Pangong Tso, they
did not vacate the Finger 4 ridge-
line, which is 8 km west of
Finger 8, the feature that marks
the LAC according to India.

Talks between XIV Corps
Commander Lieutenant

General Harinder Singh and his
counterpart Major General Liu
Lin, Commander of the South
Xinjiang Military Region, failed
to achieve a breakthrough
in July.

Senior sources in the security
establishment said there was re-
alisation earlier that the Chinese
was trying to delay discussions
inthe situation, but that changed
towards the end of August when
Indian troops outmanouevered
Chinese soldiers to occupy key
heights in the Chushul sub-sec-
tor in eastern Ladakh.

The new Indian positions on
the heights allow them to dom-
inate the area, offering them a
clear view of the strategically-
important Spanggur Gap and
the Chinese garrison at Moldo.

Ten Chhattisgarh districts to go
under lockdown from today

Raipur: With a jump of over
20,000 Covid-19 cases over the
pastweekin the state, several dis-
tricts including Raipur have an-
nounced a week-long lockdown
from Monday. The state capital
has also been declared a contain-
ment zone till September 28.
The number of cases in the
state rose fromaround 63,000 on
Sept 13 to over 86,000 on Sept 20.
In view of the sharp rise in

cases, Collectors of Raipur, Bilaspur,
Durg, Raigarh,and 6 other districts
decided to impose a complete
lockdown. Few districts like
Janjgir-Champa have declared par-
tial lockdowns. According toan or-
der passed for Raipur, vehicles of
those found violating the lock-
down will be confiscated. Only
pharmacies will be allowed tostay
open. Stores selling milk can oper-
ate for two hours.ENS

Rajasthan imposes Section 144 in
11 district HQs including Jaipur

Jaipur: Amid rising cases of coro-

navirus, the Rajasthan govern-
ment has imposed prohibitory
orders under CrPC 144 in 11 dis-
trict headquarters, including
state capital Jaipur.

The decision was taken at a
Covid review meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot late
on Saturday. As per the orders, a
gathering of more than five per-
sons has been restricted at public

places in district headquarters of
Jaipur, Jodhpur, Kota, Ajmer;, Alwar,
Bhilwara, Bhilwara, Udaipur, Sikar,
Pali and Nagaur. The concerned
district collectors were directed to
issue orders in this regard.

In the meeting, it was also de-
cided to prohibit social/politi-
cal/sports/entertainment/aca-
demic/cultural and religious
functions and congregations till
October 31. ENS

DEVAS-ANTRIX CASE

US court lifts stay
on Devas plea for
compensation for

cancelling deal

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU, SEPT 20

AUS court has lifted a stay im-
posed lastJuly on proceedingsina
case where Bengaluru-based sta-
rt-up Devas Multimedia Ltd sou-
ght compensation to the tune of
$1.1 billion from the ISRO’s com-
mercial arm Antrix Corporation for
cancelling a satellite deal in 2011.

Inthe September 17 order, the
federal court for the Western
District of Washington has cited
lack of progress in the resolution
of disputes pending in Indian
courts as a reason for lifting the
stay imposed on July 10,2019 on
Devas's demand for confirmation
of the compensation award.

In its petition in the US court,
Devas has sought to enforce a
compensation award of $ 563.4
million and interest made by an
International Chamber of Comm-
erce arbitration court in 2015 for
cancellation of the satellite deal
inked in 2005. The US court de-
cided to proceed with hearing the
pleaafterobserving that “since the
stay was entered more than one
year ago, there have been no new
developmentsin the Indian courts
onthejurisdictionalissueoronthe
merits of the proceedings”.

Iniits July 10,2019 stay order,
imposed till April 15,2020 toallow
legal proceedings to conclude in
India, the US court had exempted
Antrix from depositing the com-
pensation butobserved thatitisli-
able under US laws to face the
compensation confirmation case.

In its September 17 order, the
US court has said it “gives consid-
erable weight to the protracted na-
ture of this case — that more than
five years have passed since the
Award was issued, and nearly ten
years have passed since the con-
tract dispute arose”. It has noted
that proceedings related to Devas

EXPLAINED

o
What was the deal?

UNDER THE 2005 deal, ISRO
was supposed to lease two
communication satellites for
12 years at a cost of Rs 167
crore to Devas Multimedia Ltd.
The start-up was to provide
multimedia services tomobile
platforms in India using the
space band or S-band spec-
trum transponders on ISRO’s
GSAT 6 and 6A satellites built
for Rs 766 crore.

Multimedia versus Antrix Corpor-
ation compensation dispute have
proceeded in France, the Nether-
lands, Switzerland, and the United
Kingdom “despite the ongoing ju-
risdictional dispute in India”.

USdistrict judge Thomas SZilly
has posted the case for October 14
to hear arguments.

Devas has been trying to get
Antrix Corporation to pay the com-
pensation plusinterestawarded by
an ICC tribunal by getting the tri-
bunal’s orders confirmed in inter-
national courts like the US federal
court. The case in the US has pro-
ceeded evenas CBland ED are pur-
suing cases against Devas and for-
mer ISRO officials in India over
alleged irregularities in the 2005
deal. The agreement between
Devas and Antrix Corporation was
annulled by the UPA government
in2011 against the backdrop of the
2G caseand allegations of asweet-
heart deal in the allocation of S-
band spectrumto Devas. After the
NDA came to power, the CBI was
asked to probe the 2005 deal.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

GOVT. OF NCT OF

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR
LOK NAYAK HOSPITAL: NEW DELHI-110002

ESTABLISHMEN
ORDER

No. F.40/E-IlI/LNH/2222-25

DELHI

T-1I

Dated: 02.09.2020

§ ThelndianEXPRESS

——]JOURNALISM OF COURAGE ——

under OSA

SAGARRAJPUT
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 20

A SECOND-YEAR LLB student, caught at a police
nakabandi in Wadala for not wearing a mask, was
booked for “spying” under the Official Secrets Act
after he tried to videograph the police station on
his mobile phone, police said.

Constable Shantaram Khade, a complainantin
the case, in his statement to police, said a blockade
had been put up at Wadala bridge to check traffic
violators and those driving without a mask on
September 17. Around 4 pm, one Mukesh Singh
(31), who was riding a motorcycle with Manoj
Shukla (30) as pillion, was stopped at the naka-
bandi for not wearing a face mask. Singh was also
found driving without a license on him, police said.

Singh allegedly misbehaved with the on-duty
police personnel at the nakabandi and was taken
to Wadala police station for registration of a case
on charges of flouting lockdown norms, police
said. At the Wadala police station, police added,
Singh tried to videograph the station house and

Whereas, Smt. Swati Singh (Roll.No 02025756), Staff Nurse/Nursing Officer has joined
this Department on 02.07.2019 (F/N) and after that she was unauthorizly absent from her
duty w.e.f 05.07.2019. Show Cause Notice & final Notice was issued to the official to join
duty immediately vide no. F.40/E-III/LNH/3119 dated 29.08.2019 and F.40/E-IIl/LNH/4769-
70 dated 20.11.2019 respectively.
Whereas, Smt. Swati Singh was initially appointed on 02.07.2019 and was on probation
period from 02.07.2019 to 01.07.2021 and was governed by C.C.S (TS) Rules. However,
she did not complete her probation period.
Whereas, Show cause notice dated 29.08.2019 & final Notice dated 20.11.2019 for
unauthorized absente w.e.f 05.07.2019 after working about three days, she has neither
joined her duty nor gave any correspondence/information to the department.
Whereas, advertisements also published in four newspapers (two in english & two in hindi)
on dated 04/08/2020 i.e The Hindu & The Indian Express in English and Rashtriya Sahara
&. Amar Ujala in Hindi and directing her to join duty within 15 days from the publication
date of advertisements but she neither joined nor made any correspondence till date.
Whereas, on account of the above said facts & circumstances, it is apparent that Smt,
Swati Singh had remained unauthorized absent from duty during the period of her
probation when Central Civil Services (Temporary Services) Rule 1965 had been in force.
Now, therefore taking into account all the facts and circumstances of the case I, Dr. Suresh
Kumar, Medical Director, Lok Nayak Hospital after having consciously gone through the all
the records and reaches the conclusion that temporary service of Smt. Swati Singh
(Roll.No. 02025756), Staff Nurse/Nursing Officer to be terminated.
In pursuance of sub-rule (1) of rule 5 of the Central Civil Services (Temporary Services)
Rule 1965, |, Dr. Suresh Kumar, Medical Director, LNH hereby give notice to Smt. Swati
Singh (Roll. No. 02025756) that her services shall be stand terminated with effect from
date of expiry of a period of one month from the dated on which this notice is served on
or, as the case may be tendered to her.
Sd/-
(Dr. Suresh Kumar)

DIP/Shabdharth/0307/20-21 Medical Director, LNH Hospital

the police personnel on his mobile phone.

Senior Inspector Shahaji Shinde of Wadala
police station said as Singh was caught shoot-
ing a video and his cell phone was seized and
a section of Official Secrets Act was added to
the FIR.

More persons involved in
al Qaeda conspiracy: NIA

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, SEPTEMBER 20

THE NATIONAL Investigation Agency, which ar-
rested nine suspected al Qaeda operatives from
West Bengal and Kerala, Sunday told a court
that others too are also involved in the alleged
conspiracy to carry out terror strikes across the
country.

The three persons arrested from Kerala's
Ernakulam were produced before a magistrate
court in the twon, which remanded them in the
custody of NIA.

The probe agency has to produce them be-
fore the special NIA court in New Delhi on
September 22.

All three arrested from Kerala——Murshid
Hassan, lyakub Biswas and Mosaraf Hossen—are
migrant workers from Murshidabad.

Hassan had been living with six other mi-
grants at suburban Eloor near Kochi while other
two were residing at Perumbavoor, a major hub
of migrant workers. Hossen has been living with

GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL DIRECTOR
LOK NAYAK HOSPITAL: NEW DELHI-110002
ESTABLISHMENT-III

No. F.40/4704/E-1Il/LNH/2014 2226-29

ORDER
Whereas, Ms.Komal Bhagat (Roll.No 02002196), Staff Nurse/Nursing Officer, ID.NO
151116, has joined this Department on 01.7.2014 (F/N) and after that she was unauthorizly
absent from his duty w.e.f 06.8.2014. Memo was issued to the official to join duty
immediately vide no. F.40/4704/E-1I/LNH/128-29 dated 8.1.2016 and Show Cause Notice
F.40/4704/E-I1I/LNH/2558 dated 01.6.2016 respectively.
Whereas, Ms.Komal Bhagat (Roll.No 02002196) was initially appointed on 01.7.2014 and
was on probation period from 01.7.2014 to 30.6.2016. And was governed by C.C.S (TS)
Rules. However, she did not complete her probation period.
Whereas, Memos dated 8.1.2016 & S.C.N dated 01.6.2016 for unauthorized absente w.e.f
6.8.2014 after working about one month, she has neither joined her duty nor gave any
correspondence/information to the department.
Whereas, advertisements also published in four newspapers (two in english & two in hindi
on dated 04/8/2020 i.e The Hindu & The Indian Express in English and Rashtriya Sahara
& Amar Ujala in Hindi and directing her to join duty within 15 days from the publication date
of advertisements but she neither joined nor made any correspondence till date.
Whereas, on account of the above said facts & circumstances, it is apparent that
Ms.Komal Bhagat (Roll. No 02002196) had remained unauthorized absent from duty
during the period of her probation when Central Civil Services (Temporary Services) Rule
1965 had been in force.
Now, therefore taking into account all the facts and circumstances of the case, |, Dr.
Suresh Kumar, Medical Director, Lok Nayak Hospital after having consciously gone
through the all the records and reaches the conclusion that temporary service of Ms.Komal
bhagat (Roll. No 02002196), Staff Nurse/Nursing Officer to be terminated.
In pursuance of sub-rule (1) of rule 5 of the Central Civil Services (Temporary Services)
Rule 1965, I, Dr. Suresh Kumar, Medical Director, LNH hereby give notice to Ms.Komal
Bhagat (Roll.No 02002196), ID.NO 151116, that her services shall be stand terminated
with effect from date of expiry of a period of one month from the dated on which this notice
is served on or, as the case may be tendered to her.

Dated: 02.09.2020

Sd/-
(Dr. Suresh Kumar)

DIP/Shabdarth/0308/20-21 Medical Director, LNH Hospital
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WORDLY WISE
DISCORD IS THE GREAT ILL OF MAN KIND; AND
TOLERANCE IS THE ONLY REMEDY FOR IT.

— VOLTAIRE

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

BuLLy & PuLrit

Farm bills usher in needed reform but by bulldozing Opposition,
government does disservice to reform and Parliament

STWO OF THREE important farm bills that seek to deregulate the sale of

agricultural produce were passed in Rajya Sabha on Sunday;, after all three

were cleared by Lok Sabha earlier in the week, the story so far: Scenes of

uproar and chaos amid an Opposition protest inside the Upper House,

street agitations by farmers who are defying restrictions imposed by the
pandemic in Punjab and Haryana, a walkout by the sole minister of one of the BJP’s oldest
partners, SAD, from the NDA ministry. What should have been a moment to pause and
prepare for moving towards amuch-promised reform, is now one that ranges the intended
beneficiaries against it, alongside the government's political opponents and an ally. And for
this disfigured and disfiguring moment, the government cannot blame the Opposition
alone. While the opposition parties may be seizing the visible unrest in sections of the
farmers to score a political point, the fact is that the government has wielded a bludgeon
when it could have used the subtle powers of Parliament. In fact, the forcible ramming
through of the farm bills, the stubborn refusal to concede any elbow room to the Opposition,
be it a discussion, a division of votes or a reference to a select committee, underlines a
sobering message — this government may be in its second term, but it does not appear to
have as yet understood the importance of Parliament, and of playing by its rules.

InParliament, and outside it too, it often seems that the government believes that the
winner takes all. In a constitutional democracy, however, there are, there must be, checks
and balances, spaces for the political opponent and respect for the minority. There must
be an attempt to moderate differences and forge common ground — and the greater onus
for this is on the government. Already, amid the pandemic, parliamentary schedules have
been truncated. But if the government uses the abbreviated time only to push through
legislation — be it the consequential and crucial farm bills or The Industrial Relations
Code Bill, 2020, which could water down the rights and protections of workers in small
establishments — giving short shrift to the need to listen to the suggestions of the peo-
ple’s representatives or answer the Opposition’s questions, it would be reducing the na-
tion’s highest deliberative forum to a mere clearing house. In an unprecedented pan-
demic, amid an economic downturn like no other, and with a grave face-off with China
on the border, this short-circuiting of debate, and denial of the opportunity for MPs and
Opposition to have their say, shrinks the possibilities of democracy to find a way out.

Of course, the farm bills do not merit the fears they appear to have stoked. Only the
monopoly of the APMCs is sought to be dismantled, not the MSP regime. In any case,
amid the pandemic, government will continue to be top procurer of agricultural produce,
the bills will only put in place an enabling architecture for a later much-needed reform.
This simple message needs to be communicated. But for it to be heard out, the govern-
ment will first have to show that it is willing to listen.

TOWARDS TOLERANCE

There is a slow but certain shift in the Arab Gulf.
South Asia must recognise and support it

STHE WORLD'S Jewish communities celebrated Rosh Hashanah, the tra-
ditional New Year, over the weekend, greetings came from an unexpected
quarter — the Arab Gulf. The foreign ministers of the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain — which recently normalised ties with Israel under the so-
called Abraham Accords — tweeted their best wishes in Hebrew and
English. This simple gesture marks an important moment in the Middle East. The region’s
tolerance of non-Islamic faiths has seen a sharp decline in recent decades amidst the rise
of radical political Islam that threatened the Arab Gulf kingdoms. Many Gulf rulers ap-
peased the Islamists by adopting part of their agenda at home, letting them export extrem-
istideology to the rest of the world, adopting an uncompromising attitude towards Israel
and lending a religious dimension to conflicts around the world involving Muslims.

The Arab Gulf, however, has begun to send a very different message. Since the signing
of the Abraham Accords last week in Washington, official Gulf media has been recalling the
history of peaceful coexistence through the millennia between the Arabs and Jews. One of
the most significant recent statements on religious tolerance came from the Imam of the
Grand Mosque in Mecca. Earlier this month, Imam Abdul Rahman al-Sudais offered a dis-
course on the Islamic teachings that emphasised respect towards non-Muslims and dwelt
on Prophet Mohammed’s positive engagement with the Jews. Many have read this sermon
as signalling Saudi rethink on ties with Israel. Restrictions on religious freedom are the
strongest in Saudi Arabia. A definitive change in Saudi Arabia may be some distance away,
but the signs are more hopeful than at any time in recent memory.

The slow but certain shift towards religious tolerance had indeed preceded the Abraham
Accords. Saudi Arabia’s crown prince Mohammed bin Salman, for example, has taken small
steps at home to reduce the hold of religious orthodoxy. The most visible expression of the
new thinking was in the UAE, where promoting religious tolerance has become an active
state policy. It has allowed the construction of a Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi, hosted the
Pope, and is now letting the Jews practise their culture and faith. The UAE is constructing a
complex in Abu Dhabi called the House of Abraham that will host a synagogue along with
achurch and amosque. Inrecent decades, few regions have been as damaged by the extrem-
istideologies emanating out of Arabia as the Subcontinent. Once the exemplar of peaceful
religious coexistence, the Subcontinent is now itself torn by religious and sectarian intoler-
ance. Supporting the Arab turn to tolerance will hopefully help South Asia to reclaim its
own tradition of religious coexistence and harmony.
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unless all parties relinquish entrenched thinking

in Doha

Search for durable peace in Afghanistan will not succeed

VIVEK KATJU

THEENORMITY OF the challenges confronting
intra-Afghan talks that commenced in Doha
on August 12 can only be appreciated if they
are placed in the context of the turmoil that
has continued in Afghanistan for over fourand
a half decades. For the first time, far-reaching
changes involving the polity are being at-
tempted through dialogue without the gun be-
ing the sole arbiter.

The country has witnessed the overthrow
of the monarchy, a nationalist dictatorship,
communist rule, the mujahideen era, the
Taliban’s Islamic Emirate and the current
Islamic Republic. It has also experienced al-
most three decades of the presence of foreign
forces and outside interference, especially from
Pakistan. The balance of Afghan society and
polity, shaken in 1973 with the monarchy’s de-
parture, has never been restored. Instead,
sharpening ethnic divides, extremist ideolo-
gies and theologies, large migration to foreign
lands, internal displacement, spread of nar-
cotics and violence have become endemic. At
the same time, over the past 15 years,a section
of Afghan urban youth linked to the world
through the social media wants more open
systems within an Islamic framework.

Negotiators representing the Taliban and
the rest of the Afghan political establishment
and their masters bearinlarge or small measu-
re the psychological and, in some cases, physic-
al scars of this painful history. Hence, the search
for durable peace and stability will not succeed
unless all parties and, in some cases their forei-
gn patrons, especially Pakistan, are willing to
substantially relinquish entrenched thinking.
If they fail to do so, the talks will fail too. This
may resultina collapse of existing political str-
uctures, splintering of the Afghan armed forces
and higher levels of violence and criminality.

As the talks begin, the Taliban is in a posi-
tion of strength. If the Kabul-based Afghan po-
litical class had succeeded in consolidating the
republic and had kept the Taliban confined to
a small area, it would have had the upper
hand. That has not been so.Indeed, the Taliban
with Pakistani support has shown remarkable
resilience and has gained great confidence. It
has inflicted a strategic defeat on the world’s
pre-eminent power. To effectively tackle them,
American troops would have had to enter
Pakistan territory and carry out a sustained

As the talks begin, the
Taliban is in a position of
strength. If the Kabul-based
Afghan political class had
succeeded in consolidating
the republic and had kept
the Taliban confined to a
small area, it would have
had the upper hand. That
has not been so. Indeed, the
Taliban with Pakistani
support has shown
remarkable resilience and
has gained great confidence.
It has inflicted a strategic
defeat on the world’s pre-
eminent power. To
effectively tackle them,
American troops would
have had to enter Pakistan
territory and carry out a
sustained operation. That,
none of the three presidents
who had to deal with the
Taliban after 9/11 were
willing to do.

operation. That, none of the three presidents
who had to deal with the Taliban after 9/11
were willing to do.

While the Taliban is largely cohesive, the
Kabul political class is not. The 2019 presiden-
tial election was deeply flawed. The declara-
tion of the incumbent president, Ashraf Ghani,
asvictor was dubious. Ghani was forced toac-
cept his rival Dr Abdullah as the head of the
Peace and Reconciliation Council, implying
that he would have to share authority in deci-
sion-making in the peace negotiations. Also,
other members of the Kabul team represent
civil society and other political forces includ-
ing the Hizb-e-Islami. This will give opportu-
nities to the Taliban and others to create dis-
unity in their ranks.

The most significant issue in these negoti-
ations will relate to the nature of Islam in
Afghanistan. The constitution of the Islamic
Republic, adopted in 2004, begins with the
Islamic shahada and commits the state to the
“Holy religion of Islam”. It also seeks to uphold
the universal declaration of humanrights. The
Taliban accept Hanafi jurisprudence like the
majority of Afghans but believe that the Islamic
sharia in its extreme Deobandi interpretation
along with distorted Pashtun social codes must
be uncompromisingly followed. That mani-
festsitselfin the approach to other faiths, other
Islamic mazhabs, genderissues, social conduct
and apparel and even facial hair.

It is almost impossible to predict how
common ground can be found to accommo-
date fiercely held beliefs on all sides on the is-
sues of religious interpretation and social
codes. Goodwill among the negotiators and
leaders buttressed with creative Islamic ju-
risprudence and scholarship would be
needed. At the same time the Taliban leader-
ship and Pakistan would be aware that de-
spite its strategic defeat and desperation to
withdraw, the US retains the capacity todeny
them the fruits of “victory”. Also, the third
decade of this century in not the last decade
of the last millennium; the world has been
transformed. To what extent will all this make
the Taliban flexible is an imponderable. The
Kabul elite would also have to make conces-
sions on political issues and social codes.

However laudable it may be, it would be
unrealistic to expect the Taliban to agree to a

ceasefire though they may calibrate violence as
the talks progress. The Taliban would fear that
if cadres are not used, they may just fritter
away. Also, Kabul would not take them seri-
ously if it lost the ability to inflict damage. For
the movement, power sharing, especially at
the Centre, while significant, may not be asim-
portant as gaining charge of some provinces,
aprospect Kabul will be chary about, irrespec-
tive of the facts on the ground.

Atits core the Taliban is Pushtun. Its treat-
ment of non-Pushtun Afghan ethnicities dur-
ing its rule generated hatred and fear among
them. Since then it has tried to put forward a
pan-Afghanimage and has succeeded inmak-
ing some headway in a few non-Pushtun ar-
eas. However, old fears remain strong among
many non-Pushtun especially in the cities. It
will have to address these concerns.

How is India placed in Afghanistan as this
dialogue begins? Clearly, Indian policy-mak-
ersrefused to modify their Afghan approaches
evenasitbecameincreasingly evident that the
Taliban had gained ground in the country and
was getting international legitimacy. Even
while the Kabul authorities were trying to per-
suade the Taliban to the negotiating table, India
continued to shun it. It saw the situation in
black and white terms because of the Taliban
connectionand dependence on Pakistan. This
resulted in India putting itself into a corner. It
could have continued to strengthen its ties
with Kabul and at the same time opened links
with the Taliban. Diplomatic contradictions
have to be managed. All other major powers
were doing so. In India’s case, this was espe-
cially needed because the Taliban was sig-
nalling that it was not a Pakistani proxy. That
assertion should have been tested.

External Affairs Minister Jaishankar cor-
rectly emphasised that the talks should be
Afghan owned and led. In addition, India
should also stress that in the interests of
Afghanistanand the region the talks must suc-
ceed, that their failure would be catastrophic
for the Afghan people and the region. Finally,
that India would continue with its traditional
policy of fostering close ties with any legiti-
mate Afghan government.

The writer is former Indian Ambassador
to Afghanistan

SCHOLAR AND ARTIST

Kapila Vatsyayan sought the worlds of scholarship and practice with equal passion

LEELA SAMSON

THE DIVIDE BETWEEN scholarship in the
arts and the practice itself, runs deep.limag-
ine that it isn’t just an Indian phenomenon.
Butitcan easily tip over in a country like ours
because of the existence of a large number
of ancient texts on every subject under the
sunincluding dramaturgy; because practice
continues to this day in various forms and is
living proof of the survival of these ancient
practices, be they religious, artistic, craft or
customs; and because of our diversity,
which allows for opposite and contrary ways
of practising the forms. Many artists who
fancifully tried to straddle these two worlds
have found themselves ostracised by both
scholars and gurus. In India, a local motor-
mechanic who is perhaps formally unedu-
cated is called ustad or dada for his under-
standing of the heartbeat of an engine and is
given all the respect awarded to a guru. Such
is the respect for a practitioner.

Kapila Vatsyayan straddled both these
worlds and sought them out with an equal
passion and vigour. In the last few decades,
she included an even wider discourse in the
social sciences and art — in social, political
and economic theories, as they influenced so-
cieties and the relationship between individ-
uals. Anthropology, archaeology, iconogra-
phy, human geography, linguistics and social
history — she saw how these roads met and
linked them in a way few can. The building
and subsequent support of art institutions
was a cause she believed in. She thought of

Kapilaji was a tall person,
she frowned quite a bit. You
knew that she was caught up
in a world of thought and
philosophy. She had little
time for the mundane. Yet
she was gentle when she
thought you needed her
good counsel.

herself as an artist, a dancer.

Unfortunately, when you live a long and
fruitful life as she did, your disappointment
inmen and matters increases with each pass-
ing year. And that is not merely because your
eyesight or hearing is failing you, especially
in the auditoria of our time when the music
canbe loud and jarring. It is because you have,
in your youth, been fortunate to have seen
the great gurus perform in the remotest cor-
ners of India, in the humble, yet aesthetic sur-
roundings of their thatched homes, local tem-
ples, gurukulas, courtyards, in monasteries,
in forests and on the sand-dunes. Thatis art of
another hue. One that is not self-conscious.
One that is given freely, not to an audience,
though there may be one, but becauseitis an
offering to the highest senses.

Kapilaji was a tall person and she frowned
quite a bit. You knew that she was caught up
inaworld of thought and philosophy. She had
little time for the mundane. Yet she was gen-
tle when she thought you needed her good
counsel. Then she looked you straight in the
eye and asked pertinent questions. She usu-
ally knew what was worrying you. She had
seen the offices and corridors of the Ministry
of Culture. She had worked under
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay in the Sangeet
Natak Akademi. She had seen the great mu-
seums in the West, visited the monuments
ofartacross the Subcontinent and most of all,
interacted with the sharpest intellects and
philosophers across the globe. If she had not

met them, she knew of their writings and had
absorbed their theories.

Young artists like me, who had been
trained in the old gurukulams or with the
stalwart gurus of the early decades after
Independence, but had started our perform-
ing lives in Delhi, often met her scrupulous
eye. Her lectures were riveting, but also went
over our heads. She was seen at functionsand
performances, but despised “the front row
syndrome” of Delhi. Instead, even at the India
International Centre, she would slip into a seat
at the back row and leave at will. It was al-
ways a privilege to have her drop you a com-
ment or criticism, later, in private.

Once at a Natya Kala Conference in
Chennai, Sadanam Balakrishnan, a great
Kathakali exponent, had demonstrated astory
in abhinaya. People were deeply moved, she
amongst them. She came on stage and asked
the audience whether they understood how
he had produced the rasa. The obvious reac-
tion was he performed abhinaya or facial ex-
pression, augmented by an elaborate use of
hasta mudras and thus told the story. She dis-
agreed. She said that to produce the rasa he
had used his breath and that he had brought
colour and expression to his face through his
very breath. And thatis what an audience must
appreciate. Such asharp and sensitive mind is
unlikely to be seen for generations to come.

The writer is former director, Kalakshetra,
and chairperson, Sangeet Natak Akademi

SEPTEMBER 21,1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

ASSAM TALKS LIMBO

The Union government is hopeful of a pack-
age solution to the problem of foreign na-
tionals incorporating some of the points
suggested by the home ministry and others
mooted by the Assam agitation leaders
during the four-day talks. The minister of
state of home affairs, Yogendra Makwana
said that there will be a package deal “ac-
ceptable to them and involving give and
take on both sides”. But the Assam groups
do no share this optimism. Both the AASU
and the AAGSP continue to maintain that
the NRCand the 1952 electoral rolls should
form the basis of determining nationality.
The home minister, however, suggested

that all electoral rolls since 1952 and
all Census reports should be taken into
account.

PoOLISH WORRIES FOR US
THE US SECRETARY of State, Edmund
Muskie said that the USA is monitoring the
situation regarding the movement of Soviet
troops in the western parts of the Soviet
Union and East Germany. Washington is
plainly nervous about possible Soviet
moves into Poland. Any such incursion
would evoke sharp reaction from the US
which has not recovered from the
Soviet move into Afghanistan. Though the
Soviets have always had more of a presence

New Delhi

in Poland as compared to Afghanistan,
the current situation is Warsaw is
different given that the Polish trade
union leader Lech Walesa shared a
platform with the Republican leader
Ronald Reagan.

CHAPPALS FOR RAO
CHAPPALS WERE HURLED at Karnataka
Chief Minister R Gundu Rao as he arrived
to inaugurate a community hall in Gadag
in Hubli district. One of the missiles hit the
chief minister. The Janata Party had organ-
ised a black flag demonstration against ris-
ing prices and inadequate water supply in
the region of Gadag.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Trouble with politicians, arguments about impartiality — these have dogged the

BBC from the beginning.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Emerging from the abyss

India will have to swim against the tide to capture the shrinking pie of global trade. This requires fast-
tracking reforms to improve the investment climate and attract investments

DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI

GOING BY THE flurry of revisions in forecasts
since the National Statistical Office (NSO)an-
nounced that gross domestic product (GDP)
in the April-June period had shrunk by 24 per
cent, a much deeper hit to Indian economy
this fiscal appears certain now.

We, for one, have revised our real GDP
growth forecast for India this fiscal to (-) 9 per
cent from (-) 5 per cent projected earlier in
May. This revision, however, is not premised
onfirstquarter data — our projectionat(-) 25
per cent was anyway close to NSO’s estimate
—asmuch as on the unfettered spread of the
COVID-19 infections and the inadequate fis-
cal stimulus convulsing the economy. Besides,
unless inflation climbs down below 6 per
cent, the Reserve Bank of India would be con-
strained from cutting rates.

As things stand, till the time a vaccine is
found and mass distributed, forecasting the
economic environment, and as a conse-
quence, decision-making, will be dominated
by what John Kay and Mervin King, in their
recent book, refer to as “radical uncertainty”
— a situation in which we know something
but not enough to act with confidence. And
that too when the stakes are high. If the ex-
perience of the last few months is any guide,
it will indeed be a very complicated transi-
tion to what we regard as normal.

High-frequency economic indicators till
August-end show a recovery vis-a-vis the
first quarter. But they remain in contrac-
tionary phase, indicating that the economic
contraction will continue in the second
quarter, though not as severe. We expect
the economy to contract by 12 per cent in
the second quarter. If the pandemic were to
peak out by October, GDP growth could
move into mildly positive territory towards
the end of this fiscal.

As was the case in the deep downturns
in the past, 2021-22 could see a sharp me-
chanical lift from the deep trough this fis-
cal. Milton Friedman'’s “Plucking Model”
could be used to explain if such a recovery
does take place next fiscal in the absence of
a notable fiscal push. Friedman compares
an economy to a string instrument — while
recessions pluck the string down, it bounces
back thereafter. This has been used to ex-
plain the economic recovery in parts of
Europe post the global financial crisis (“The
‘Plucking Model’ of recessions and recover-
ies” by Gregory Claeys and Thomas Walsh).

Quite in sync, we see India’s growth re-
bounding to 10 per centin2021-22,onavery
weak base and with some help from the ris-
ing global tide that will lift all boats. The key
assumption here is the availability of vaccine
inearly 2021, in the absence of which, all bets
are off. Even so, real GDP will merely catch up
to the 2019-20 level in 2021-22. The econ-
omy will suffer a permanent loss of 13 per
cent of GDP which works out to Rs 30 lakh
crore in nominal terms. Soa sharp recovery in
2021-22 can be highly misleading.

The manufacturing sector is likely to re-
cover faster than services with face-to-face
contact (tourism, hospitality, and sports),
which continue to be restrained by regula-
tory restrictions and a likely persistence of
risk-averse behaviour of consumers till a vac-
cine is mass distributed. Countries such as
China, which have already emerged from the
pandemic, bear this out — demand for such
services there is tepid even after opening up.
Thisis alsoreflected in India’s manufacturing
PMI rising faster than services in August.

The rural economy, representing almost
half of the Indian economy, appears to have
held up somewhat better than its urban
counterpart largely because of normal agri-
cultural performance and the rural tilt of
government’s support. This shows up in de-
mand for products with rural footprints such
as tractors, motorcycles and fast moving
consumer goods. But rural wages remain de-
pressed and remittances are likely to have
been hit due to reverse-migration.
Moreover, the pandemic’s rapid spread to
rural areas can challenge the rural story.

The critical question now is what hap-
pens to medium-term growth prospects af-
ter the next fiscal.

Data till the 1990s shows that in most in-
stances, growth in India has rebounded, and
that the medium-term average growth has
not gone majorly off-track even after a deep
hit to the economy. During the global finan-
cial crisis, however, medium-term growth did
slip to 6.7 per cent per year from 7.9 per cent
in the preceding five years. But, world GDP
growth also slowed by a similar magnitude
to 3.7 per cent from the pre-crisis rate of 4.9
per cent. The pre-crisis phase was an indeed
anabnormal one for the world economy and
the excessive leverage-driven fillip to growth
could not be sustained with many economies
expanding at half the pace post the crisis.

The current crisis, however, has no paral-
leland brings with it massive uncertainty and
lingering behavioural shifts not experienced
in independent India. India is facing this cri-
sis on a weak wicket, with growth slowing,

In the post-pandemic world
order, relentless pursuit of
efficiency will take a back
seat as other considerations
such as resilience and
reliability take precedence.
And this, along with the
accelerating trend of de-
globalisation, could reduce
reliance on supply chains in
the current form. For
developing countries such as
India, the hit to global
supply chains may limit the
opportunity of
industrialising through this
route.

CR Sasikumar

investments falling, and a stressed financial
sector —ithas been hit the hardestamong its
contemporary.

The manufacturing sector has been in
recession since the second quarter of the last
fiscal, long before the pandemic struck.
Consequently, the share of manufacturing
in gross value added fell from 18.1 per cent
2018-19 to 174 per cent in 2019-20. Given
thatinvestments are likely to take a substan-
tial hit, with the government’s ability and
the private sector’s willingness and ability
to invest impaired, medium-term growth
potential is likely to trend lower in the base
case scenario. That said, India’s medium-
term growth trajectory will be largely influ-
enced by domestic factors as the global en-
vironment will be less favourable.

The received wisdom is that in the post-
pandemic world order, relentless pursuit of
efficiency will take a back seat as other con-
siderations such as resilience and reliability
take precedence. And this, along with the ac-
celerating trend of de-globalisation, could re-
duce reliance on supply chains in the current
form. For developing countries such as India,
the hit to global supply chains may limit the
opportunity of industrialising through this
route. India will have to swim against the tide
to capture the shrinking pie of global trade.
This requires fast-tracking reforms toimprove
the investment climate and attract invest-
ments, relocating away from China.

Policymakers will need to take more
steps to address the current pain by raising
spending to support vulnerable households
and small businesses and services that have
been debilitated by the pandemic. This will
strengthen the recovery process and may
also help contain the damage to the produc-
tive capacity of the economy. Together with
accelerated efficiency enhancing reforms,
this can create conditions for a sustainable
push to growth over the medium run.
Fingers crossed.

The writer is chief economist,
CRISIL Limited

Self-reliance for self-esteem

Action plans should be prepared to ensure success of Atmanirbhar Bharat project

DURGA SHAKTI NAGPAL

COVID-19 took very little time to spread
across the world economy. International
trade has been constricted and global sup-
ply chains have, by and large, been dis-
rupted. Each nation has been left to fend for
itself. India’s dependence on other coun-
tries has been exposed in several areas. The
country should now refocus on manufac-
turing, and be self reliant.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a call
tofellow Indians to be “Vocal for Local” in May.
This essentially means, as PM Modi explained,
not only to buy and use local products, but to
also take pride in promoting them. The Centre
announced a well-considered programme,
the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (ANBA), as
part of the post-pandemic economic revival
package. Rs 20 lakh crore (10 per cent of India’s
GDP) was earmarked for the purpose.

[ see self-reliance as a synonym for self-
esteem. Only a self-reliant nation can serve
the diverse needs of its population and pro-
vide them with choices. A content nation
can also contribute to the welfare of other
counties with a sense of self-pride. The
COVID-related pressures and the unfortu-
nate border tensions with its largest import
partner, China, present a rare opportunity
for India to reinvent itself, economically.

There are, however, serious apprehensions
keeping in view the country’s $65 billion
worth of imports from China alone. Most of
these imports are of essential items — raw ma-
terials, components and intermediates re-
quired in producing finished goods by a large
number of enterprises across several sectors,

including MSMESs. For example, the pharma-
ceuticals sector imports nearly 70 per cent of
its raw material and drug intermediates.

There is thus the justifiable question: Is the
thought of reviving the local born out of unre-
alistic enthusiasm? Of course, it may not be
feasible to replace all Chinese imports in the
near future. It may also be debatable if the end
goal is to replace the entire chain of imports
from a country. Moreover,as some economists
apprehend, a populist demand for dumping
all that is of Chinese origin, may be forgotten
soon. Nevertheless, experts and industrialists
do assert that the ANBA is an excellent initia-
tive and gives India the opportunity to em-
bark on the self-reliance drive.

Amajor part of the Vocal for Local mission
rests on the MSMEs. These enterprises have,
by and large, been seen as struggling for sur-
vival. But the reforms announced as part of
the ANBA — collateral free credit, expanding
the scope of the sector, an online market place
exclusively for it, the proposal that govern-
ments will pick up equity stakes in enterprises
that show growth potential — should put
them on a stronger footing.

One immediate fallout of these measures
will be creation of large scale employment op-
portunities for both the skilled and unskilled
workforce. A stronger manufacturing base will
alsolead to positive spinoffs related to the sup-
ply-purchase of local raw material and capac-
ity building of allied manufacturing units.

There are many other things going for the
ANBA. It has a well-defined charter. The
scheme has met with little criticism. Indeed,

a number of Opposition leaders including
chief ministers of a few states have sup-
ported it. There seems to be no shortage of
political will to execute the mission. Even,
then implementing the reforms would re-
quire innovative ways to overcome day to
day obstacles and challenges.

Here I offer a few broad suggestions to
take the mission forward systematically, and
inaspirit of accountability. First,an umbrella
action plan should be drawn by the Niti
Aayog listing all possible categories of tar-
gets under the ANBA and the Vocal for Local
Mission. A monitoring agency will review
and suggest course correction to ensure that
no delay is allowed to build.

Second, each state/UT will develop anac-
tion plan in consonance with the umbrella
plan — with a similar agenda and a robust
mechanism. A separate organisation created
by each state will be responsible for the imple-
mentation of the action plan, as well as run-
ning all related operations on a day-to-day ba-
sis. It will also conduct regular studies to
identify local and global market trends and in-
vite competitive solutions to meet market de-
mands. Third, each district (or a group of dis-
tricts) will work out a more detailed action
plan, and charter of responsibilities for ground
level officers and departments.

The district action plan should incorpo-
rate the setting up of certain bodies/groups.
First, an autonomous authority to be headed
by an additional DM or a technocrat to man-
age and pilot the implementation of the
listed measures on ground, and be solely ac-

countable for timely delivery. Its other im-
portant targets will include scaling up and
setting up of a certain number of companies/
industries/manufacturing units over a fixed
time period. The authority will also set up a
24X7 facilitation centre to help the existing
and the newcomer companies and resolve
their doubts and disputes. This agency will
also be responsible for creating public aware-
ness amongst all stakeholders.

Another group in the district authority
will be tasked to lay out detailed norms and
guidelines on safe working conditions in
each sector. It will be responsible for mat-
tersrelated to workers’ families welfare, par-
ticularly in respect of health, education, and
decent civic conditions.

The state/ UT and district authorities
should be headed by a few hand-picked offi-
cers. This can also be done by inviting volun-
teers from amongst the eligible officers. The
state government will facilitate regular inter-
actions amongst district authorities and help
develop sector-speci strategies.

The ANBA is a mission to empower the
people of India. It is like a “yagya”, to be per-
formed in that spirit of purity, not only by the
executive machinery but also by the people
in placing their faith in the spirit and man-
date of this mission. It will in all likelihood
become a benchmark of how governments
and their various organisations can work in
amission mode.

The writeris an IAS officer. Views
expressed are personal

A slippery slope

Freedoms exercised by all mediums disseminating
news are the cornerstone of our republic. They
have onerous responsibilities to discharge

KAPIL SIBAL

ing these channels. Fourth, is the reach of
such mainstream media whose salacious
appetites are whetted by display of diatribes
polluting minds, thereby serving the cause
of a particular ideological mindset. Fifth, the
increase in TRPs results in increased adver-
tisement revenues, which again fuels such
bloodbaths for yet another encounter.
Opposition to setting standards for pro-
grammes in the electronic media as that will

ATLAST, Aray of hope. On September 16, the
Supreme Court granted interim stay, pre-
venting Sudarshan TV from further telecast-
ingthe programme “UPSCJihad”. As the mat-
ter is sub-judice, it would not be fair to
comment either on the content or the qual-
ity of the programme. The Court analysed
the programme in the context of our consti-
tutional edifice founded on values of co-ex-
istence of communities, India being a melt-
ing pot of diverse civilisations and cultures.
The petition, seeking to prohibit its broad-
cast, was moved by five distinguished citi-
zenswhoalso hoped to persuade the court to
draw up standards for programmes in the
electronic media. This ray of hope will be re-
alised if the Supreme Court mandates the
setting-up of Citizens’ Panel for TV channels
toascertain whether the programmes being
viewed conform to the standards that the
court may prescribe and evolve in the con-
text of our constitutional values. The road
ahead is a slippery slope. While we cherish
the freedom of speech as a constitutional
right, those who exercise it, have also to con-
form to their constitutional responsibilities.
The parameters for such standards which
deal with the right to free speech and the re-
sponsibilities involved in exercising it have
tobe carefully engrafted, ensuring that one s
not eclipsed by the other.

The government’s submissions in this re-
gard were telling. It was contended that any
guidelines framed would affect the freedom
of the press, leading to disastrous conse-
quences, amounting to exercising control
over the media. For this government to es-
pouse the cause of freedom of the press and
pretend to be its votary is ironic, given the
perception that the present establishment
has sought to silence and control the media
far too often, and that too unabashedly.

We know that mainstream electronic
media canbe controlled, disregarding exist-
ing statutory guidelines. The fourth estate
was conceived to act as a watchdog of the
three organs of the state. In recent years, sig-
nificant players in mainstream electronic
media, instead of discharging their respon-
sibilities as watchdogs, have passed the test
of being lap dogs with flying colours. If the
fourth estate functions in tandem with the
ideology of the ruling class, extolling virtues
of its policies and taking forward its agenda
through slanging matches on screen, where
the anchor acts as a votary of the ruling es-
tablishment's policies and positions, such
an outcome has certain unsavoury conse-
quences. First, the voice of dissent is not al-
lowed any space in mainstream electronic
media. It is silenced whenever a contrary
point of view is expressed. Second, the
shouting brigade, singing the tune of the an-
chor, is given undue space and time which
leads toabiased outcome. Third, the blood-
bath on such channels, leads to an increase
in TRPs, enriching the business houses fund-

impact “freedom of the press”, in fact, means
that the government does not wish the
Courttoregulate the war-cries of ideological
mindsets polluting young minds and serv-
ing desired political objectives.

Democratic freedoms exercised by all
mediums disseminating news are the cor-
nerstone of our republic. However, such
mediums have onerous responsibilities to
discharge towards the following outcomes.
First, they ensure that all points of views are
heard for the public to be informed — the
essence of freedom of speech. Second, it
saves young minds from being polluted.
Third, no ideological mindset is wantonly
served through the media. Fourth, anchors
donot fuel agendas, which strike at the root
of our democratic values.

Thatapart, itis imperative that the struc-
ture of media, which allows for such out-
comes is also looked at in the context of our
constitutional freedoms. Perhaps, free
speech s not always “free” since it is fuelled
by commercial interests. Free speech is
tainted if business houses who wish to pro-
tect their empires are willing to compromise
with governments. We have moved far be-
yond the age when print media would fund
itself through contributions so that inde-
pendent opinions could be shared. Our na-
tional leaders would write editorials to en-
sure that independent voices of those
seeking freedom are heard. But in the 21st
century, often the voices of those seeking to
silence free speech, particularly in the elec-
tronic media are heard.

The shift has taken place because torun
aTV channel requires enormous resources.
While the voices that pollute are part of a
significant section of mainstream media,
those who have no platform for exercising
free speech are now part of the social me-
dia. That is yet another problem which the
Court will have to deal with in the near fu-
ture. The nature of social media is such that
even there, armies are employed to serve
partisan ends: Independent voices are
sought to be silenced. But social media is
perhaps even more powerful because con-
tentis transmitted at breakneck speed. Fake
news, images that churn stomachs, have re-
sulted in mayhem in the digital world. While
the print media is regulated by law, social
media platforms epitomise lawlessness.
They cannot be regulated as many operate
under the mask of anonymity. Global play-
ers make money while the victims of social
media have no recourse to law.

Itis time for the state to ensure that our
republic is not defaced and damaged by
shrill voices and agendas masquerading in
the name of free speech. It is time for the
courts tostand up and hold the scales of jus-
tice, making sure that they are balanced
evenly. Otherwise, the tilt may endanger
freedom itself.

The writer, a senior Congress leader,
is a former Union minister

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ANGRY FARMERS
THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Harsimrat
will quit ministry to protest farm Bills,
Sukhbir tells Lok Sabha’ (IE,
September 18). Union Minister Food
Processing Industries Harsimrat Kaur
Badal’s resignation is clearly due to
pressure from farmers from the state
of Punjab. This will be the first chink in
the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-
led National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government’s armour vis-a-vis
the ongoing protests over its three
agriculture-related bills. This chink
will surely widen further if the top
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leadership
refuses to come down off its high
horse to find an amicable solution to
farmers’ anger. This is because farmers
from other states including Haryana
are also up in arms over these bills.
They all feel that the proposed laws
will leave them at the mercy of un-
scrupulous traders.

Tarsem Singh, Mahilpur

LAW FOR DATA

THIS REFERS TO editorial, 'Data
Insecurity’ (IE, September 18). The for-
mation of a committee to probe the
monitoring of over 10,000 Indian indi-
viduals by a Shenzhen-based infor-
mation technology firm is a step
worth applauding. But the news of the
monitoring of Indian citizens is dis-
turbing. The action by the big-data
Chinese firm further underlines the
need for a strong Personal Data
Protection Bill in India. As digitalisa-
tion is touching new heights each day,
it becomes essential to preserve and
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protect the data of Indian citizens. A
large percentage of people in India are
not even aware of digital and cyber-
security and how to protect them-
selves. A proactive approach by intro-
ducing a strong Data Protection Bill is

needed.
Ayushi Singh, Agra

REGULATING TECH

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'Faith in
the machine’ (IE, September 18). As
the importance of technology has
been on the rise, we must be vigilant
— it can be biased and harmful if not
monitored effectively. With such a
tremendous rise in technology, we
will need effective laws to curtail and
prevent any possible misuse or ma-
nipulation by any individual or organ-
isation.

Daksh Solanki, via email

New Delhi
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INVESTIGATION

&

FINCEN FILES

IN COLLABORATION WITH INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM
OF INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS AND BUZZFEED NEWS

Suspicious
transactions of
Indians are
red-flagged to
US regulator
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law-enforcement agencies to further inves-
tigation. (See Explained, right). Indeed, the
Department of Justice in the US has launched
investigations and secured convictions in
cases that are related to SARs.

The Indian Express, along with 109 media
organisations in 88 countries, including Le
Monde(France), Asahi Shimbun (Japan),
Suddeutsche Zeitung (Germany), Aftenposten
(Norway), NBC (United States), the BBC, and
the Australian Broadcasting Corporation,
teamed up with the International
Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ)
and BuzzFeed News to trace the Indian enti-
tiesand banks named in these SARs filed with
FinCEN between 1999 and 2017.

More than eight of every 10 of these SARs
were filed by Deutsche Bank, Bank of New
York Mellon (BNYM), Standard Chartered
Bank, Citibank, and JP Morgan Chase. The to-
tal value of transactions covered in these
SARs: $2 trillion.

The SARs provide a rare peek into how
businessmen, politicians and their compa-
nies utilise banking channels around the
world to move their wealth across borders or
to tax havens to avoid taxation or detection.

Over three months, The Indian Express in-
vestigated all the SARs with an India trail, fur-
ther looking into those already under scrutiny
in India for alleged financial irregularities.
Indeed, akey finding is that in many cases the
very fact that individuals and companies are
being probed by Indian agencies is part of the
SAR flagged to FinCEN.

Thus, transactions of Indian entities
named in scams such as the 2G scam, the
AgustaWestland scandal, the Rolls Royce
bribery case, and the Aircel-Maxis case be-
sides those involved in other corruption and
duty-evasion cases have all been hot-listed
with the FinCEN.

Significantly, these cases are also being in-
vestigated by agencies like the Central Bureau
of Investigation, the Enforcement Directorate,
and the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence.

The Indian Express investigation has re-
vealed transactions of a range of individuals
and companies: a jailed art and antique
smuggler, a global diamond firm owned by
Indian-born citizens named in several off-
shore leaks, a premier healthcare and hospi-
tality group, a bankrupt steel firm, a luxury
car dealer who allegedly duped several high
net worthindividuals, a multinational Indian
conglomerate, a sponsor of an Indian Premier
League (IPL) team, an alleged hawala dealer
who became the reason for a massive fight
within the Enforcement Directorate (ED),and
akey financier of an Indian underworld don,
among others.

Inthe majority of cases, domesticbranches
of Indian banks have been utilised to receive
or remit the funds; in some cases, bank ac-
counts with foreign branches of Indian banks
have been used to carry out these transactions.

As many as 44 Indian banks figure in the
FinCEN Files primarily because they are “cor-
respondent banks” to the foreign banks
which have filed these SARs. Key in this list
are Punjab National Bank, Kotak Mahindra,
HDFCBank, Canara Bank, Indusind Bank and
Bank of Baroda, among others.

There are a total of 3,201 transactions
which have been listed as “suspicious” in na-
ture and these add to $1.53 billion — but this
is only those where complete Indian ad-
dresses linked to different entities (senders,
banks, beneficiaries) are available. These are
attached as spreadsheets in each SAR.

Over and above are thousands of other
transactions, also linked to Indian entities,
where senders or beneficiaries have ad-
dressesin foreign jurisdictions. These are con-
tained in the SARs themselves.

Among the major global revelations, the
investigation traced a Rhode Island drug
dealer’s dollars to a chemist’s lab in Wuhan,
China; explored scandals that crippled
economies in Africa and Eastern Europe;
tracked tomb raiders who looted ancient
Buddhist artefacts that were sold to New York
galleries; surveyed Venezuelan tycoons who
siphoned money from public housing and
hospitals; and scrutinized the Middle East’s
largest gold refinery, the subject of a sprawling,
never-revealed, US money-laundering probe.

Dozens of political figures who feature in
the documents include Paul Manafort, the
former Donald Trump campaign manager
who was convicted of fraud and tax evasion.

JPMorgan processed more than $50 mil-
lion over a decade between Manafort and his
associates’ shell companies — at least $6.5
million of that over 14 months after he re-
signed from the campaign amid charges of
money laundering spawning from his ties to
Russian-connected Ukrainian officials.

Earlier this month, anticipating this inves-
tigative series, FiInCEN issued a statement in
New York that “the unauthorized disclosure
of SARs is a crime that canimpact the national
security of the United States, compromise law
enforcement investigations, and threaten the
safety and security of the institutions and in-
dividuals who file such reports”. FInCEN said
it had referred this to the US Department of
Justice and the US Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Inspector General.

Responding to this, ICIJ said the reporting
for the FinCEN Files is lawful and appropri-
ate. “Our reporting exposes how banks and
regulators have failed the public by allowing
the flow of dirty money to go unchecked de-
spite a system that is supposed to preventit.”

After Swiss Leaks, Panama Papers, comes SARs
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(offshore havens, conflict zones); transactions
to/by PEPs (politically exposed persons)and,
finally, adverse media reports on the parties.

Who can file SARs?

Banks, of course, but now that list has
been expanded to include money exchanges,
securities brokers, casinos. Non-filing of SARs
can trigger hefty penalties. In recent years,
Deustche Bank, HSBC and Standard
Chartered Bank, among others, have been
slapped with huge fines for improper over-
sight. Credit card systems are not required to
file SARs and all filers are required to keep
records of SARs for five years.

But is SAR evidence of criminality,
illegality? If not, what's its significance?
An SARis not an accusation, it is a way to
alert regulators and law enforcement to pos-
sible irregular activity and crimes. FinCEN
shares SARs with law-enforcement author-
ities including FBI, US Immigration and

Customs; they are used to detect crime, but
cannot be used as direct evidence to prove
legal cases. In the world of international fi-
nance where money moves under several
layers to escape or avoid taxation, SARs are
the first red flags.

Is there an equivalent of the SAR in India?
Yes. The Financial Intelligence
Unit-India (FIU-IND) performs the
same functions as FINCEN in the US.
Under the Finance Ministry, this
was set up in 2004 as the nodal
agency for receiving, analyzingand
disseminating informationrelating |

EXPLAINED

over Rs 10lakh orits equivalent in foreign cur-
rency or aseries of integrally connected trans-
actions that add up to more thanRs 10 lakh or
its equivalent in foreign currency.

The STRs and CTRs are analysed by FIU
and suspicious or doubtful transactions are
shared with agencies like the Enforcement
Directorate, the Central Bureau of
_Investigation, and Income Tax.

How does FinCEN Files build on
Panama Papers, Paradise
Papers and the series of

[ ) offshore leaks?

Countries keep their bank

to suspect financial transactions.

The agency is authorised to obtain cash
transaction reports (CTRs) and suspicious
transaction reports (STRs) and cross -border
wire transfer reports from private and public
sector banks every month under the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA).
Itis mandatory for banks in India to furnisha
monthly CTR to the FIU on all transactions

transaction alerts within their bor-

ders. FinCEN Files signals that after the series
of disclosures and leaks of offshore holdings
in tax havens, the veil of confidentiality can
be lifted even from bank and wire transfers.
One benchmark was the publication of
the Panama Papers in 2016 and as the ICIJ cal-
culated last year, the total tax collected fol-
lowing the global media investigation was $

US bank flagged fraud and forgery,
UK link of an IPL team sponsor
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Deutsche Bank AG in London” with KPH
Dream Cricketas the beneficiary. The SBLC for
nearly $3 million was sought by Aerocom UK
Ltd, anair tubes manufacturer, with noappar-
ent links to the team or the sponsor.

The SBLC said that “in case of failure of the
obligator, NVD Solar International Ltd of Dhaka,
Bangladesh, was to pay the amount due as per
the terms of the contract”.

However, according to the SAR filed by
Wells Fargo, the SBLC turned out to be “fraud-
ulent” and was “declined”.

Wells Fargo’s SBLC unit found that none of
the companies named in the request — appli-
cant Aerocom UK, beneficiary KPH Dream
Cricket, warrantor NVD Solar — were on the
bank’s customer rolls. It concluded that the
“SBLC is believed to be bogus, as a search of
Wells Fargo electronic messaging system does
not show receipt of this transaction”, according
to the SAR.

Meanwhile, an investigation by Wells
Fargo’s Trade Finance Investigations unit con-

cluded that a signature of one of its officers on
the electronic copy of the SBLC was forged, ac-
cording to the SAR.

Italsofound thatanemail sent to the bank’s
International Wholesale Banking unit, usinga
Wells Fargo employee’s internal address, was
fraudulentand that no business purpose could
be established to substantiate the request.

The owner of Aerocom (UK) Ltd, John
Hughes, did not respond to multiple calls and
emails from The Indian Express seeking com-
ment on his links to NVD Solar. Incorporated
in 2000, Aerocom is a pneumatic engineering
company that deals in air tube systems and
carriers.In 2013, the Nottingham-based com-
pany declared a net asset of GBP 0.6 million.

NVD Solar did not respond to multiple
emails from The Indian Express seeking com-
ment. In August 2019, a Calcutta High Court
order on a case related to the company noted
that NVD Solar’s directors “could not be found”.

Set up in Kolkata in 2003, NVD Solar Ltd
launched operationsin Bangladeshin 2012.In
2015, regulator Sebi ordered the attachment

of NVD Solar’s bank accounts for recovery of
Rs 1,000 crore after the company missed the
deadline torefund Rs 594 crore it had allegedly
raised illegally from the public. The company
isinliquidation.

KPH Dream Cricket declined to comment.
But company sources told The Indian Express
that the dues from NVD Solar are yet to be re-
covered.

According to a PTI report in October 2013,
KXIP co-owner Ness Wadia had alleged that
the team received only Rs 42 lakh from the
sponsorshipdeal forRs 14.3 crore and that NVD
Solar gave “fake accounts of Deutsche Bank
London, Wells Fargo Bank New York, Common
Suisse Bank Limited, fake Swift message, fake
names of officials, even sent us mails from fake
IPaddresses”.

When contacted, a Wells Fargo spokesper-
son said: “Wells Fargo has robust anti-money
laundering policies and procedures in place,
and we follow all applicable financial crimes-
related laws and regulations. We are unable to
provide any further comment.”

1.2 billion.

In India, figures given by the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) is not for tax
collected but undeclared tax collected, which
till mid-2019 stood at Rs 1,564 crore.

What leads could FinCEN files give
investigators in India?

The clear message for agencies in India is
that their cases of financial fraud and corrup-
tion are being flagged by the world’s most
powerful regulator. For, the FinCEN Files con-
tain SAR which, in many cases of Indian enti-
ties and individuals, mention their financial
history of alleged irregularities. There are de-
tails of banking transactions that indicate
round-tripping, money laundering, or deal-
ings with shell-like entities. For the Indian
banking sector, the FinCEN Files highlight the
dangers correspondent banking pose, and
raise the question: were the thousands of
transactions red-flagged by FinCEN also red-
flagged by banks to the FIU here, especially
since 44 Indian banks have been named in

the secret data?

How did these files come to ICI and The
Indian Express?

These records were gathered by
Congressional committees investigating
Russian interference in the 2016 US presi-
dential election. BuzzFeed News obtained
these records and shared them with the
International Consortium of Investigative
Journalists. ICIJ has partnered with a team of
news organisations to investigate the secret
world of banks and money laundering. The
Indian Express is its partner in India.

BuzzFeed News referred to these SARs in
2018 toreveal secret payments to shell com-
panies controlled by Paul Manafort, who is
now serving a federal prison sentence at
home in a case based largely on these trans-
actions. A former US Treasury Department
official, Natalie Mayflower Sours Edwards,
has been charged with conspiring to unlaw-
fully disclose documents to Buzzfeed.
Buzzfeed has not commented on its source.

DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST COMPANY AMERICAS

Bank flags how Jindal Steel

sent funds abroad — and
got them in same period
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company received $2.48 million from Dubai-
based Power Plant EPC within the same pe-
riod.

M A year later, a similar transaction pat-
tern was seen. Between June 23, 2016 and
October 26, 2016, JSPL sent $9.48 million to
TGMM; $1.83 million to Singapore-based
CBMM Asia Pte Ltd between May and
September 2016; $1.52 million to Navalmar
(UK) Ltd between May 31 and October 24,
2016. And JSPL received $16.8 million from
Switzerland-based Trans Global AG between
June 27 and July 21,2016.

In the SARs filed with US Financial watch-
dog FinCEN, one common name across all
transactions is Mauritius-based Trans Global
Minerals and Metals Corporation which, ac-
cording to the SARs, is a company incorpo-
rated in Cyprus in 2006 with aregistered ad-
dress in Mauritius.

Although transaction details related to
TGMM say the payments were made for
“Handling charges, Commission, and
Payment towards (cargo ship) Vessel MV
EIPIS,” the company’s banker, Standard Bank
Mauritius, told DBTCA that the main busi-
ness activity of TGMM is investment hold-
ing, international consulting & international
trading.

While the bank confirmed that the owner
of the company is an Indian, Amit Gupta,
with regard to a previous investigation, the
bank said that TGMM had a broker-investor
relation with its clients and “the purpose of
payment instructions was investment of idle
funds in Australian stock market”.

This doesn’t square with JSPL’s claim that
its transaction was for payments towards
Vessel MV EIPIS.

In fact, in the 2016 SAR where TGMM is
reported to have received $9.48 million from
JSPL, the bank pointed out that “no line of
business was noted”.

Another company with a similar name
was Switzerland-based Trans Global AG from
which JSPL received $16.8 million in 2016,
According to the SAR, Trans Global AG is en-
gaged in “Whole Farm Product Raw
Materials”. Asked if there was any relation-
ship between TGMM and Trans Global AG, a
spokesperson for JSPL said, “We are not
aware about relationship between these
companies.”

“These are completely separate transac-
tions...amount received from Trans Global
AG was against export of Iron Ore Pellets to
them and amount sent to TGIMIM was against

ship charting and coal purchase,” the
spokesperson said.

While JSPL received around $3.8 million
from Dubai-based Power Plant EPC, the bank
noted that while no line of business was
found, it was also not able to determine de-
tails of the firm. It said it had not been able
to confirm the commercial purpose of the
transactions through independent research.

While Amit Gupta has been named as the
owner of TGMM by its banker, Standard Bank
Mauritius, an individual by the same name
also heads Jindal Steel and Power’s Oman of-
fice.JSPL, inits response, said: “We enquired
from Mr Amit Gupta and he confirmed that
he was not the owner of TGMM during the
period 2014-2016.”

Inatleast five SARs filed with the FinCEN
between November 2014 and November
2016, DBTCA reported that an aggregate of
$79.6 million was sent and received via 359
transactions by third-party originator/bene-
ficiary Jindal Steel and Power Ltd.

While filing its SARs, DBTCA also stated
that the SAR had been filed because “nega-
tive information” was found regarding
Naveen Jindal, chairman of JSPL, who was on
trial on charges of criminal breach of trust
and conspiracy in a case of inappropriate al-
location of coal block in Jharkhand in 2008.
Naveen Jindal is also considered a politically
exposed person, having been a Member of
Parliament.

It said that “due to the ongoing concerns
about Naveen Jindal, DBTCA is filing this SAR
out of an abundance of caution. In addition,
most of the transactions were processed on
consecutive, alternating or closely grouped
days through high risk jurisdictions.”

TheJSPL spokesperson said: “The money
sent to M/s Trans Global Minerals and Metals
was for ocean freight and demurrage & other
related charges only and not under any other
head. The Company has submitted all rele-
vant documents to the concerned authorised
dealer banks at the time of sending respec-
tive remittance as per extant regulatory
guidelines.

As per our understanding, TGMM, dur-
ing that period, was in business of ship chart-
ing/coal trading and did not have any broker-
investor relation with us. JSPL had no direct
relationship with TGMM and our transac-
tions with TGMM are purely commercial
transactions. We had received money from
M/s Power Plant EPC against supply of fabri-
cated steel structures/ Steel/ Machinery
equipment.”

STANDARD CHARTERED BANK, NEW YORK

Dawood’s financier, laundering, funding of Lashkar, Jaish
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the notice stated: “The Khanani MLO exploits
its relationships with financial institutions
to funnel billions of dollars across the globe
on behalf of terrorists, drug traffickers and
criminal organisations... Altaf Khanani, the
head of the Khanani MLO, and Al Zarooni
Exchange have been involved in the move-
ment of funds for the Taliban, and Altaf
Khanani is known to have had relationships
with Lashkar-e-Tayiba, Dawood Ibrahim, al-
Qaida and Jaish-e-Mohammed.”

The arrest of Khanani was seen as a
breakthrough by Indian intelligence agen-
cies given the Dawood Ibrahim connection
and the fact that Lashkar-e-Toiba and Jaish-
e-Mohammed had been specifically men-
tioned by the OFAC as terror organisations
funded by him.

Incidentally, a year after the original sanc-
tion notice, the OFAC, on October 10, 2016,
sanctioned another list of individuals and en-
tities for their links to the Khanani MLO. The
individuals included members of Khanani's
family, mostly operating out of Pakistan, and
several entities “supporting” the money
laundering network.

The list of entities is led by Mazaka
General Trading LLC, based in Dubai, and four
years after the sanctions were imposed, the

FinCEN Files expose the extent of financial
infiltration of the Khanani MLO via this com-
pany as well as others linked to what is re-
ferred to as “Moscow Mirror Network”.

Mirror trading is an “informal value trans-
fer mechanism through which anindividual
orbusiness purchases securities in one juris-
diction and sells them in another with no
economic gain, thereby concealing the funds
original source and final destination”.

The FinCEN Files contain a 20-page “in-
telligence assessment” on the mirror net-
work and list 54 shell companies which, they
say, moved billions of dollars annually from
Russia through European securities markets
to other jurisdictions beginning as early as
2011.

FinCEN's intelligence report says Mazaka
General Trading LLC received $49.78 million
from five Moscow Mirror Network entities
between March 2013 and October 2016.
Mazaka also received funds from Singapore-
based Ask Trading PTE through the mirror
trades.

Significantly, Mazaka was sanctioned by
OFAC for having “materially assisted, spon-
sored, or supported the Khanani Money
Laundering Organisation, which launders il-
licit funds for terrorists, drug traffickers and
criminal organisations...”

Thisis also where Indian links emerged in
the functioning of the Altaf Khanani laun-
dering operation. Besides JP Morgan Chase
Bank (New York) and United Overseas Bank
(Singapore), records show, the Dubai branch
of Bank of Baroda was being used by Mazaka
General Trading LLC for transactions with
Ask Trading PTE.

Besides this, a scrutiny of transactions of
Mazaka General Trading show it traded with
a New Delhi-based company, Rangoli
International Pvt Limited. This company,
dealing in wholesale trade and garment ex-
ports, was set up in 2009.

The FinCEN Files have around 70 trans-
actions listed for Rangoli International,
mostly with UAE-based entities with the re-
mittances being routed through several
Indian banks: the Punjab National Bank,
Central Bank of India, Oriental Bank of
Commerce, Corporation Bank, Vijaya Bank
and Bank of Maharashtra.

There are 17 originators of these transac-
tions totalling $10.65 million. Among them is
a transaction dated June 18, 2014 with
Mazaka General Trading for $136,254 sent
via the Punjab National Bank.

Records of the Registrar of Companies
(RoC) show that Rangoli International wit-
nessed a sharp deterioration and decline in

profitability in the year ending March 2014
and incurred a loss of Rs 74.87 crore over a
sales revenue of Rs 339.19 crore. The com-
pany has not held an annual shareholders’
meeting since 2015, the year it filed its last
balance sheet.

Several banks have put out alerts on
Rangoli’s default. The Bank of Maharashtra
listed Rangoli as wilful defaulter as recently
as February 2020. The Union Bank of India
put out a notice for e-auction of immovable
assets inJuly 2020 for part recovery of debts.
The Corporation Bank put out a public no-
tice for auction of the company’s immovable
property for loan recoveries in October 2019.
The Punjab National Bank listed the com-
pany for e-auctions of mortgaged properties
in November 2019 and April 2016. The
Allahabad Bank listed the company as
among their top 50 NPAs (non-performing
assets)in March 2015.

When contacted, Mel Black, lawyer for
Altaf Khanani, told ICI] media partner
Siiddeutsche Zeitung: “Mr Khanani has pled
guilty and served a lengthy sentence, during
which his brother died and he was separated
from his family. He is in bad health. He is fi-
nancially destitute and his ability to earn
money is destroyed by his being blocked by
an OFAC designation and the freezing of his

New Delhi

accounts. He has not been involved in any
business activities of any kind for five years.
He looks forward to moving ahead in a sim-
ple law-abiding life.”

Contacted, Luv Bhardwaj, Managing
Director of Rangoli International, said:

“We have been in the business of export
of readymade garments and receiving pay-
ments towards the proceeds of the sale of our
exported goods is as routine as it can get...On
your specific query of a 18th June 2014 receipt
in our Punjab National Bank account, we
would like to formally confirm our bank ac-
count (more specifically, the one with Punjab
National Bank) has no receipts on the said date
thatyou mention... However, we have received
aremittance of USD 1,36,280 on 20th June
2014 and that pertains to our invoice...to M/s
Mideast Star Impex FZE. The consignment
containing readymade garments was shipped
out after customs clearance on 17/9/13. Our
bank has received this remittance; to which
it has acknowledged Value Date as 16th June
2014. After adjusting with our LClimit, it cred-
ited the balance to our account on 20th June
2014,” Bhardwaj said.

“We have no business operations or rela-
tions with the said M/s Mazaka General
Trading and/or Mr Altaf Khanani, nor are we
acquainted,” he said.
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

After Moderna, Pfizer releases
detailed information on trials

AFTERMODERNA released a 135-page
document on Thursday giving details
about ongoing phase-3 trials of its coro-
navirus vaccine candidate, Pfizer has
now come out with similar informa-
tion, releasing the full roadmap of how
the trials are being con-
ducted.

The two documents con-
tain information about the
criteria used for selecting trial
participants, how they are be-
ing monitored and the evi-
dence that will be used to assess
whether the vaccine is effective.

Such information is usually shared
by companies only after trials are over,

but the move by these two developers
seem to have been prompted by a per-
sistent scepticism about coronavirus
vaccines because of the speed with
which they are being developed.

Inits document, Moderna has said

going phase-3 trialsin the United States
right now, and are expected to be
among the first vaccines to be ready
and made available for public use.

itexpected to know about the
effectiveness of its vaccine by
December. Pfizer has earlier
said that it expects effective-
ness data to be available by
the end of October.

Both vaccines are under-
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In stroke patients, outcomes
for those with/without Covid

NEW RESEARCH has
compared health out-
comes between stroke
patients who also have
Covid-19 and those
who do not. It found
that stroke patients who
also have Covid-19
showed increased sys-
temic inflammation, a
more serious stroke
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tients admitted to UAB
Hospital between late
March and early May
2020. All patients were
tested for Covid-19 at
admission.

The researchers
mined medical records
for data on the patients’
age, gender and race;
clinical variables; labo-

severity and a much NEW RESEARCH ratory data, including
higher rate of death. The complete blood counts,
research, from blood chemistry and co-
University of Alabama at agulation tests; and outcomes, in-

Birmingham, is published in the
journal Brain, Behavior & Immunity -
Health.

It was a retrospective, observa-
tional study of 60 ischemic stroke pa-

cluding death, length of hospital stay
and condition at discharge.

Source: University of Alabama at
Birmingham
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SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Making sense of the farm Bills

Two of the three contentious farm Bills have been passed. What do they seek to achieve on paper, and
what are the fears of those protesting? A look at differing perspectives, and where this could lead to

UDITMISRA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

ON SUNDAY, Rajya Sabha passed two of the
three farm reforms Bills that have seen wide-
spread protests in recent weeks, particularly
in Haryana and Punjab, where the ruling BJP
has lost its ally Shiromani Akali Dal. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has reiterated that
farmers will benefit from the changes, first
mentioned as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan package. The Bills replaced three or-
dinances promulgated earlier.

Whatdo the Bills do?

The first thing to doiis to simplify the names
of these ordinances as agriculture economist
Sudha Narayanan (of the IGIDR) has done.

So, think of “The Farmers Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)
Ordinance, 2020” as the APMC Bypass
Ordinance. Treat “The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2020” as “The
Freedom of Food Stocking by Agribusinesses
Ordinance”,and “The Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Ordinance, 2020” as the
Contract Farming Ordinance.

On paper, what the first one attempts todo
is allow farmers to sell their produce at places
other than the APMC-regulated mandis. It is
crucial to note that the ideais not to shut down
APMCs but to expand a farmer’s choices. So, if
afarmer believes a better deal is possible with
some other private buyer then he can take that
option instead of selling in the APMC mandi.

The second Bill proposes to allow economic
agents to stock food articles freely without the
fear of being prosecuted for hoarding.

The third Bill provides a framework for
farmers to enter into contract farming — that
is signing a written contract with acompany to
produce what the company wants in return of
a healthy remuneration.

The idea with all three Bills is to liberalise
the farm markets in the hope that doing so will
make the system more efficient and allow for
better price realisations for all concerned, espe-
cially the farmers. The central concern, pre-
sumably, is to make Indian farming a more re-
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munerative enterprise thanit is right now.

How have they been received?

There are two diametrically opposite ways
to look at these changes.

Oneistobelieve that the plan on paper will
operationalise perfectly in real life. This would
mean farmers will get out of the clutches of the
monopoly of APMC mandis and evade the
rent-seeking behaviour of the traditional in-
termediaries (called arhatiyas). A farmer would
be able to pick and choose who to sell to, and
at what price, after making an informed deci-
sion. And that, most crucially, when he does
this, more often than not, he will end up earn-
ing more than what he typically did in the past
when he sold his produce through the “ex-
ploitative” arhatiyas in the APMC mandis.

The polar opposite viewpoint, from the pro-
testers, is that this move towards greater play of
free marketsis a ploy by the government to get
away fromits traditional role of being the guar-
antor of minimum support prices (MSPs). To
be sure, MSPs work in the formally regulated
APMC mandis,and not in private deals.

Farmers, especially in Punjab and Haryana
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where MSPs are more prominently employed,
are suspicious of what the markets will offer
and how the “big companies” will treat them.
Farmers can influence the most powerful gov-
ernments through the electoral process but vis-
a-visbig companies, they are exposed as minor
players, incapable of bargaining effectively.

Whichview is correct?

There are no easy answers apart from say-
ing that while both have some valid points, nei-
ther view is fully correct.

For instance, the new laws are not shut-
ting down APMC mandis, nor are they imply-
ing that MSPs will not be functional. Moreover,
itis true that — across several sectors of the
economy — liberalisation has expanded the
size of the pie and improved wellbeing across
the board.

Why should a farmer not have more
choices? If the private deal is not distinctly bet-
ter, a farmer can carry on as before. If corpo-
rate farming does manage to weaken the
APMCmandi system, it would only be because
hordes of farmers chose corporate farming or
selling outside existingmandis. Could it be the

case that the arhatiyas and existing elites are
the ones who are threatened by this reform?

Moreover, there is an unwarranted fasci-
nation with MSPs in India. The last Agriculture
Census (2015-16) showed that 86% of all land
holdings were small and marginal (less than 2
hectares); see Chart. These are such small plots
that most farmers dependent on themare net
buyers of food. As such, when MSPs are raised
they tend to hurt the farmers the most.

This is notwithstanding the data that shows
more and more farm produce is being sold to
private players — instead of the government
via MSPs — already.

On the other hand, one can understand
why farmers are so sceptical about markets. A
good example is what happened when the
government enforced aban on onion exports.
Indoing so, the government prioritised the in-
terests of the consumers over the interest of
the farmers (the producers).

This is not the first time. There are innu-
merable past examples when the govern-
ment’s decision to protect the consumers from
higher prices have resulted in farmers being
robbed of the higher prices a free market could
have provided them. In fact, the MSP, it can be
argued, is the embodiment of this distrust.

Another underlying structural problem is
the lack of information with farmers, which
inhibits their ability to make the best decision
for themselves. For instance, how will an av-
erage farmer figure out the right price for his
or her produce?

Similarly, in the absence of adequate infra-
structure to store their produce, farmers may
not have the capacity to bargain effectively
even if they knew the right price.

Where s all this heading to?

Inthe end, what will determine the results
of this latest set of reforms will be their imple-
mentation.

If farmers feel robbed and exploited when
they participate more fully in the market, they
will blame the political masters. But, if they
taste success via better returns on a sustained
basis — higher profits that allow them to afford
better standards of living — then several long-
standing doubts and misgivings about mar-
kets and these reforms will melt.

Bill on farm trade: actual text vs perception

HARISH DAMODARAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

ON MANY occasions, it isn't the law but what
itappears to convey and the context in which
itisframed that holds relevance. This certainly
is the case with the Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)
Bill that is set to become law with its passage
in both Houses of Parliament.

This law nowhere states that the current
system of minimum support price (MSP)-
based procurement of foodgrains (essentially
wheat and paddy) by government agencies
would end. A plain reading of the Bill suggests
that such purchases in state-regulated APMC
(agricultural produce market committee) man-
dis will continue as before. The APMCs would-
n't stop functioning either; nothing prevents
farmers from selling their produce or traders
and processors from buying in these mandis.

All the law does is provide farmers an al-
ternative platform to sell. This could be a fac-
tory premise/processing plant, produce col-
lection centre, cold storage, warehouse, silo or
even the farmgate. Transactionsin such “trade
areas” will not be charged APMC market fee or
cess. These levies shall apply only in trades that
take place within the boundaries of the regu-
lated market yards or mandis set up under the

respective state APMC acts.

Farmers’ perception

Yet, that's not how farmers — especially in
Punjaband Haryanaand probably alsoMPand
Chhattisgarh — perceive the new law. The gov-
ernment has sought to project the legislation
as “creating an ecosystem” where farmers will
enjoy the “freedom of choice” to sell to anyone,
anywhere in the country. Neither farmers nor
traders, processors, retailers and exporters will
henceforth be forced to sell or buy on the phys-
ical premises of APMC mandis.

But the farmers, atleast from the said states,
seem leastinterested in the promised freedom.
For them, the threat to the existing system,
which has worked reasonably well with all its
limitations, is what matters.

In 2019-20 alone, government agencies
procured 201.14 lakh tonnes (It) of wheat and
226.56 It of paddy from Punjab and Haryana.
That, at their respective MSPs of Rs 1,925 and
Rs 1,835 per quintal, would have been worth Rs
80,293.21 crore. And all these purchases were
done in the mandis.

The present “ecosystem” benefits not just
farmers. Government agencies procure
through arhatiyas or commission agents. The
grain brought to the mandis is unloaded and
cleaned at the platformsin front of their shops,
before being auctioned, weighed, bagged and

loaded onto rail rakes or trucks. For all these
services, they charge a 2.5% dami or commis-
sion fee on top of the MSP. The arhatiyas also
make money by financing farmers, who in
turn, sell their produce through them.

For farmers, arhatiyas (many of them big-
ger farmers) and labourers in the mandis, the
gains from “freedom” are theoretical. The
losses from APMCs being rendered unviable
— which can happen if trade moves outside
and the government stops buying gradually —
are practical and real. What if the neighbour-
ing mandi does not earn enough market fee
and turns into a BSNL vis-a-vis a Jio or Airtel?

“For corporates, the first year is chatti (loss
making), the second year is khatti (breakeven)
and the third year is hatti (profit making). If al-
lowed tobuy directly, they will first ensure that
the mandis close down without the govern-
ment doing it,” said Pritam Singh Hanjra, a
farmer from Urlana Khurd village in Panipat.

What next

But the questions to askis: Will the disman-
tling of APMC monopoly actually lead to their
becoming redundant? Secondly, would they
resultin corporate agri-businesses establishing
direct connection with farmers and eliminat-
ing market intermediaries?

A clue to the answer to the first question
lies in Bihar. The state repealed its APMC Actin

2006, yet the Gulab Bagh mandi in Purnea dis-
trict handles an estimated 5-6 It of maize ar-
rivals annually. That makes it almost as big as
the more famous Khanna or Rajpura APMC of
Punjab. Even today, the bulk of Bihar's 30-40
It maize production is bought through
traders/aggregators doing business for multi-
national commodity firms and feed mills.

There are further established APMCs in
specific commodities — Unjha in Gujarat for
jeera, Guntur Mirchi Yard in Andhra for chilli,
Lasalgaon and Narayangaon for onions and
tomatoes in Maharashtra — that are unlikely
to face any existential threat in the near fu-
ture. The simple reason is that they are patro-
nised equally by farmers and buyers. For
them, creating parallel marketing infrastruc-
ture for produce is not easy.

As regards the second question, milk is a
produce neither traded in mandis nor covered
under APMC laws. Yet, most organised private
dairies procure it through bulk vendors rather
thandirectly from farmers. Aggregatorsandin-
termediaries will remain in the farm market-
inglandscape evenif APMCs cease toexist. Even
big corporates will prefer to procure through
them and not deal directly with farmers.

For farmers in Punjab and Haryana, though,
the struggle is for both APMCs and government
procurement toremain. And thatis worth even
bartering one’s freedom.

Select Committees and other parliamentary panels: role, limitations
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ON SUNDAY, the government pushed
through two crucial agriculture Bills in Rajya
Sabha, rejecting Opposition demands that
they be referred to a Select Committee of
Rajya Sabha. Proceedings were disrupted as
the Opposition protested against the fact that
neither Bill had been scrutinised by a parlia-
mentary committee.

What is a parliamentary committee’s
role in passage of a Bill?

Parliament scrutinises legislative pro-
posals (Bills)in two ways. The firstis by dis-
cussing it on the floor of the two Houses.
This is a legislative requirement; all Bills
have to be taken up for debate. The time

spent debating the bills can vary. They can
be passed in a matter of minutes, or debate
and voting on them can run late into the
night. Since Parliament meets for 70 to 80
days in a year, there is not enough time to
discuss every Bill in detail on the floor of the
House. Plus debate in the house is mostly
political and does not go into the technical
details of a legislative proposal.

The second mechanism is by referring a
Bill to a parliamentary committee. It takes
care of the legislative infirmity of debate on
the floor of the House. Woodrow Wilson, be-
fore he became US President in 1885: “...itis
not far from the truth to say that Congress in
session is Congress on public exhibition,
whilst Congress in its committee rooms is
Congress at work”. But referring of Bills to
parliamentary committees is not mandatory.

And what is a Select Committee?

India’s Parliament has multiple types of
committees. They can be differentiated on
the basis of their work, their membership
and the length of their tenure. First are com-
mittees that examine bills, budgets and
policies of ministries. These are called de-

partmentally related Standing Committees.
There are 24 such committees and between
them, they focus on the working of different
ministries. Each committee has 31 MPs, 21
from Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya Sabha.
When they were being set up in 1993,
Vice President K R Narayanan said, “... the
main purpose, of course, is to ensure the ac-
countability of Government to Parliament
through more detailed consideration of
measures in these committees. The purpose
is not to weaken or criticise the administra-
tion but to strengthen by investing in with
more meaningful parliamentary support.”
Departmentally related Standing
Committees have a tenure of one year, then
they are reconstituted and their work con-
tinues throughout the term of a Lok Sabha.
Ministers are not members; key committees
like those related to Finance, Defence, Home
etc are usually chaired by Opposition MPs.
Then there are committees constituted
for a specific purpose, with MPs from both
Houses. The specific purpose could be de-
tailed scrutiny of a subject matter or a Bill.
These are Joint Parliamentary Committees
(JPC).In 2011 the issue of telecom licences

and spectrum was examined by a JPC
headed by Congress MP P C Chacko. In 2016,
the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill was sent
toaJPCchaired by BJP MP Rajendra Agarwal.

And finally, there is a Select Committee
onaBill. This is formed for examining a par-
ticular Bill and its membership is limited to
MPs from one House. Last year Rajya Sabha
referred the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill,
2019 to a Select Committee of 23 of its MPs
from different parties. The committee was
headed by BJP MP Bhupender Yadav. Since
both the JPCs and Select Committees are
constituted for a specific purpose, they are
disbanded after their report. Both these
types of committees are chaired by MPs
from the ruling party.

When does a committee examine a Bill?
Bills are not automatically sent to com-
mittees for examination. There are three
broad paths by which aBill can reacha com-
mittee. The firstis when the minister piloting
the Bill recommends to the House that his
Bill be examined by a Select Committee of
the House or a joint committee of both
Houses. Last year Electronics and IT Minister

Ravi Shankar Prasad moved a motion in Lok
Sabhareferring the Personal Data Protection
Bill to a Joint Committee. If the minister
makes no such motion, itis up to the presid-
ing officer of the House to decide whether to
send a Bill to a departmentally related
Standing Committee. During the last Lok
Sabha, Venkaiah Naidu as Chairman of Rajya
Sabha sent eight Bills to departmentally re-
lated Standing Committees. And finally, a Bill
passed by one House can be sent by the other
House to its Select Commiittee. In 2011, the
Lokpal Bill passed by Lok Sabha was sent by
Rajya Sabha to its Select Committee. In the
last Lok Sabha, multiple Bills were sent to
Rajya Sabha select committees.

Sending a Bill to any committee results
in two things. First, the committee under-
takes a detailed examination of the Bill. It
invites comments and suggestions from ex-
perts, stakeholders and citizens. The gov-
ernment also appears before the committee
to present its viewpoint. All this results ina
report that makes suggestions for strength-
ening the Bill. While the committee is de-
liberating on aBill, there is a pause inits leg-
islative journey. It can only progress in

New Delhi

Parliament after the committee has sub-
mitted its report. Usually, parliamentary
committees are supposed to submit their
reports in three months, but sometimes it
can take longer.

What happens after the report?

The report of the committee is of a rec-
ommendatory nature. The government can
choose to accept or reject its recommenda-
tions. Very often the government incorpo-
rates suggestions made by committees.
Select Committees and JPCs have an added
advantage. In their report, they can also in-
clude their version of the Bill. If they do so,
the minister in charge of that particular Bill
canmove for the committee’s version of the
Bill to be discussed and passed in the House.

In the current Lok Sabha, 17 Bills have
been referred to committees. In the 16th
Lok Sabha (2014-19), 25% of the Bills were
referred to committees, which was much
lower than the 71% and 60% in the 15th and
14th Lok Sabha respectively.

(Chakshu Roy is the Head of Legislative and
Civic Engagement at PRS Legislative Research)
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MANQJ CG: Parliament is in session in
the middle of a pandemic. What has
the experience been like?

All the MPs are facing a tremendous
number of challenges... The abolition of
Question Hour has been a serious irritation
and setback because that was the only real
occasion where you could elicit unscripted
responses from ministers... Another con-
straint, which is a little more surprising, is
the unwillingness of the government so far
todiscuss very serious issues. The obvious
example being the China conflict... Backin
1962, while the China war was raging, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had asked for a Parliament
sessionand got it, and the government was
hauled over the coals while the war was
actually going on. It was an extraordinary
phenomenon... But sadly, now we are find-
ing thatIndian democracy has actually be-
come astep-child of the government’s un-
willingness to confront the matter.

LIZ MATHEW: We have seen a lot of
conflict in Parliamentary committees
recently. How do you view these
developments?

Itis a disturbing evolution in our prac-
tice. From my own experience, it started
with the BJP’s unprecedented decision to
take the External Affairs Committee chair-
manship for itself... I am sorry to say that
the government has put more importance
on limiting the discussion... Despite the
China crisis, the present chairman has told
the External Affairs Committee thatit can-
not be discussed because it pertains to na-
tional security. Well, you may as well wind
up the External Affairs Committee if you
can’t discuss national security. I find this
attitude rather perplexing.

When it comes to the Standing
Committee for Information Technology, we
are currently in a hiatus so [ don’t know
whether [ will be chairman tomorrow. [
have not been told officially what my fate
is... but even the Speaker has concurred
thatIwas fully within my rightsin indicat-
ingthatan agenda relevant to the Facebook
issue had already been adopted by the IT
committee at the beginning of the parlia-
mentary year — we were appointed in
September and in that very monthin 2019,
we adopted the agenda unanimously... In
that, we had adopted an item about the
misuse of social media, cyber security... In
fact, the agendaitem had actually been car-
ried on from the previous committee,
chaired by the BJP’s Anurag Thakur, who
had summoned a number of social media
firms including Facebook and Twitter un-
der thatvery agenda. So...since we had such
anagenda, I thought the committee would
undoubtedly want to hear from Facebook,
and then to send aninvitation was entirely
appropriate. The objection from one par-
ticular member, rather obstreperously
brandished on social media, that I had ex-
ceeded my authority, was completely out
ofline.(The Committee headed by Tharoor
had called representatives of Facebook to
hear their views “on the subject of safe-
guarding citizens’ rights and prevention of
misuse of social/online news media plat-
forms”).

The politicisation of the committee’s
workings is extremely unfortunate... You
would all remember that when the ques-
tion of televising Parliament came up un-
der Somnath Chatterjee, an explicit deci-
sion was made not to televise committee
meetings, not only to preserve confiden-
tiality but also to prevent the kind of grand-
standing for the cameras that politicians
feel obliged to do... They wanted it to be a
constructive, fo-
cussed exercise of
committee delibera-
tions, and that was

:‘?

Beijing is demonstrating to

SHASHI THAROOR, MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

BJP using media as weapon of mass distraction,
shifting eyeballs from Covid, China, economy...

The Congress leader says abolition of Question Hour is a “serious irritation”, calls “politicisation” of workings of House panels “unfortunate”, says social media requires
self-regulation but via “consultative process”, and asserts Cong is the only viable alternative to BJP. The session was moderated by Deputy Associate Editor Manoj CG
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SHASHITHAROOR

riter, diplomat

and MP, Tharoor

was among the
23 Jeaders who recently
sought changes within the

Congress. Earlier this month,

as head of the Standing
Committee on IT, he
summoned Facebook, which
resulted in a clash with a BJP
member on the panel. More
recently, he has written
Thavoorosaurus, a book with
unusual words from every
letter of the alphabet

Illustration: Suvajit Dey

and hasty roll-out of the GST for which the
entire system was unprepared... This is a
government that has boasted about digi-
tal India, this is a government whose intru-
sive entry into the lives of Indian citizens
has been rightly commented upon by
those who fear the onset of a surveillance
State. More and more we are being obliged
to download apps that give the govern-
mentall sorts of access to our information,
our location, our address and more. With
the government hav-
ingsuchdataatitsdis-
posal, what is the
probleminbeingable

thereason forkeep-  the world that Indiaisnot  to account for them
ingcamerasout.Ifthe . (the migrants). I find
ruling party were to Capable of challenglng this puzzling and per-
respect that spirit . . haps more an indica-
through which the Chlna’ let alone offermg tion that the govern-
committee system security to other nations...  mentis unwilling to
was devised... then . . confront reality.
there would be no  It’s to cut India down to size
cause for complaint SHUBHAJIT ROY:
and controversy.Alot — How did you decide
of these controversies onwriting the
could have been avoided. letter seeking sweeping changes in the
Congress? Secondly, after the letter
SANTANU CHOWDHURY: What is the became public, why was there a
Congress’s position on the studied silence on your part?

government’s response in Parliament
that it does not have data on deaths of
migrant workers caused due to the
lockdown?

The Congress party has raised the mi-
grants’ issue since the beginning, when it
was massively apparent that one conse-
quence of the lockdown decision would be
the fact that the government did not leave
people any time to make any sort of alter-
native arrangements... (It) was an act of
greatirresponsibility conducted out of the
same fondness for shock and awe that gave
us the disastrously ill-considered demon-
etisation decision, and the very botched

(Onthe letter) Thisis notanissue | want
to engage on very much now. I think it is
widely known that the letter was written
very much in the spirit of strengthening the
Indian National Congress, not dividing it...
Unfortunately, the way in which this entire
exercise played out at the Working
Committee and beyond... I thought exac-
erbating the issue through additional com-
ments would serve no purpose. The presi-
dent of the party has taken it upon herself
at the Working Committee to find ways to
move forward... There is talk of the AICC
sessionin the first quarter of next year... All
of us concerned about the party just want

to see some constructive movement and
we will wait for that.

We know that the BJP has been thriv-
ingonusing the media as a weapon of mass
distraction. It's having eyeballs shifting
away from unemployment, from eco-
nomic failure, from the China crisis, mis-
management of Covid-19, towards things
like Sushant Singh Rajput and Kangana
Ranaut’s office demolition... [ didn’t feel as
acommitted Congress workerand MP that
Ishould contribute to distracting the media
further away from the BJP’s astonishing fail-
ings of this time by spending all my energy
talking about my party. When the time
comes, and I judge it appropriate, I will
speak. But right now, to speak openly on
this issue would be playing into the BJP’s
distraction agenda and the BJP will not find
me obliging them.

MANOJ CG: If Rahul Gandhi stands for
the post of president at the next AICC
session, will somebody challenge him?

[ don’t want to comment on that... In
any case, all our concerns are for the fu-
ture of the party and whoever is able to
make a contribution to be a part of that
future has to be embraced. Let's be honest,
this party is the only viable alternative to
the misgovernance the country is suffer-
ing now.

VANDITA MISHRA: In the past, some of
your statements have been construed
as being in praise of Mr Modi. Your
response has been that, one, if you
don’t praise him when he needs to be
praised, your criticism will also not be
heard. The second point you made is
that the Congress needs to understand
why the people voted for Mr Modi.
Why do you think people voted for PM
Modi, not once now but twice?

There are a number of factors. One is

LT

perception. The perception about Mr Modi
is that he is a selfless figure with no family
to make money for and no agenda other
than the nation’s betterment. Thatimage
has managed to appeal to a lot of people
who are not even ideologically committed
to the BJP to think of him as a good person.

Secondly, people have also voted for
(Modi), on different occasions, because of
circumstances of that time. Certainly, for
example, we in the South underestimated
the impact of

When the Central government an-
nounced that it was planning and propos-
ing to tender licensing of these airports, six
airports by name, the state government
could at that point have decided that they
did not want Trivandrum airport included
in that exercise... Kerala chose to partici-
pate in the tender. Not the Kerala govern-
ment per say but as an SPV (Special
Purpose Vehicle) set up by the Kerala gov-
ernment which the Kerala State Industrial
Development
Corporation was sup-

stakeholders, who are not only the govern-
ment. We must create mechanisms where
ordinary Internet users, journalists, politi-
cians, government officials and others, in-
cluding perhaps retired judges, could col-
lectively constitute the stakeholders who
would be officially empowered, perhaps
by legislation, to work as an independent,
neutral, non-government dominated body
to engage with these platforms. And, like
many of the broadcasting standards au-
thorities around the
world, be ina position

posed to front. The Many don’tlike firm (Adani to issue advisories
bizarre thing is that oup) that won bid for and even criticisms
the KSIDC has never group ) but without the

run an airport ei-
ther... Whatever it
may be, they negoti-

Trivandrum airport. I am
agnostic on that. I would

power to actually en-
force laws against
them. Because once

ated with the Central have taken same stand had ~ You give some insti-
government that if tution the power to
their bid was within it been any other company  regulateand take en-
10 per cent of the forcement action, you
winning bid, they will — are opening up the
have the right to space to government

match the winning bid and take the airport
for their SPV. The Central government, ina
remarkable show of flexibility, said yes. But
they came in with a bid which was some-
thing like 19% lower than the winning bid,
which happened to be by Mr Adani. Now,
the tender terms were publicly known,
they did not require you to have prior air-
port experience... We already know that
for the other airports Mr Adani has
won he has signed an operat-
ing contract with some
European air-

port operator who is going to come in as
his partner and do it. We also know, be-
cause there is no secret about it, that the
Kerala government'’s formula was intended
to be to hand over a decent chunk of the
SPV to a favoured capitalist who they
would deal with. So it was not that the gov-
ernment was going to run the airport. So
the ideological objection also seemed, to

be putting it bluntly, opaque...
Many inthe Congress party and those on
the left hand side of the spectrum don't like
the company that

Pulwama and Balakot happened to winiit. I
on the sensibilities of : amcompletely agnos-
the North Indian vot- (In 2019) The Indian voter ticonthat.Icantellyou
ersin2019.Similarly, chose to vote on the basis of  that I would have
we failed torealise the X 3 . taken the same stand
impact of building their perception of Mr Modi, onKerala government
toilets without run- . : if instead of Mr Adani
ning water... What's rather than in their own it had been Mr Yusuf
interesting is thatwe  economic self-interest. That ~ Ali or
assumed that voters . . Mr Ravi Pillai or for
would say that this is 1S very par adoxical that matter a GMR or
just for appearances GVK or any of these
and it has made no — other companies if
practical difference to they had the winning

our lives, but instead, people said at least
he has done something for us. This kind of
perception management was also bril-
liantly executed by the BJP on their social
media, on televisions debates, on
WhatsApp... The Indian voter chose to vote
onthe basis of their perception of Mr Modi,
rather thanin their own economic self-in-
terest. That is a very paradoxical issue
which no doubt psephologists will study
for some time.

PRANAV MUKUL: In handing over the
operation of the Thiruvananthapuram
airport to the Adani group, are there
concerns that a company without any
experience of running an airport could
be problematic, especially when the
state government is offering to run it?

bid, but they didn’t. It happened to be
Mr Adani.

DIPANKAR GHOSE: Given that thereisa
growing intersection between the
digital space and politics, if you were in
government today, how would you
approach orregulate it?

..The process I would wish to embark
uponifIwere in Ravi Shankar Prasad’s job,
would be to encourage these so called so-
cial media intermediaries like Facebook not
to shelter purely behind the term interme-
diary... They are more like a publisherwho
has to stand by the content of what they
have published... Now, how do we strike
a balance? I think this is where we can re-
quire self-regulation but through a consul-
tative process that takes into account the...

New Delhi

control of freedom of expression.

NIRUPAMA SUBRAMANIAN: How do
you view perceptions of youbeinga
soft- Hindutva person who is
constantly trying to prepare for the
eventuality that you may have to join
the BJP? And what does it do to your
own standing within the Congress?

On the question of soft Hindutva as po-
litical positioning, [ am the one who has
said that if you go for Hindutva lite, like
Coke lite or Pepsi zero, you will end up with
Congress zero. And my entire argument
goes back to my study of American politics
when Harry Truman famously told the
Democrats, “If you offer voters the choice
between the Republican Party and a pale
imitation of the Republican party, they will
go for the real thing every time.” It's exactly
the same logic I have consistently argued
in India. I have been a sustained voice
against soft Hindutva inside the Congress
party... [have said that when Rahul Gandhi
goes to atemple, he is actually advertising
his respect for his own faith and his own
belief. He is not making a statement against
anyone else. And in Thiruvananthapuram,
I go with equal respect to mosques and

churches as1do to temples.

AAKASH JOSHI: Has foreign policy
becoming a part of domestic
political rhetoric affected our ties
with our neighbours?
What has sadly happened with this
present government is that a pandering
to domestic constituencies has unfortu-
nately taken precedence over the sensi-
tivities of our neighbours. We saw this
with Nepal on the entire business of the
Madheshis... The BJP’s policies have suc-
cessfully alienated much of the Nepali
political establishment. On Bangladesh,
we have seen this business of the Home
Minister talking about Bangladeshi mi-
grants as termites and threatening to
throw them all back... On Pakistan, the
less said the better. Undoubtedly, there
is blame to go on the Pakistani side. And
then, we had the Prime Minister saying,
again for domestic consumption, that
China has essentially not transgressed,
whereas all the evidence and the state-
ments of the Defence Minister and the
Army suggested otherwise. So the ques-
tion of domestic politics above all is
rather frustrating for those whose prin-
cipal concern is India’s international re-
lations, its international cooperation and
diplomacy. Out of control rhetoric, tar-
geting domestic audiences has made the
job of our diplomats so much harder
than it should be.

KRISHN KAUSHIK: How do you see the
current standoff with China? Did we
fail toread China’s intention over the
years or in the recent past?

If I were to look at the specific actions
of the last few months, my impression
seems to be that they have advanced their
position along the areas of the LAC that they
covet. They seem to be eyeing construc-
tions on our side. They want to be in a po-
sition to threaten when they want to... All
of these things worry me very greatly, par-
ticularly in the context of the long-term
strategy of China. You all know that Beijing
keeps saying that the border should be left
to future generations to settle... They will
consolidate the LAC where they want and
when they are ready for an eventual bor-
der settlement, may be 20 years from now,
it has to take these new realities into ac-
count. Border incidents occur to keep the
Indians off balance. Beijing is demonstrat-
ing to the world that India is not capable of
challenging China, let alone offering secu-
rity to other nations. What they have done
is absolutely beyond a shadow of a doubt
an extremely clever and hostile strategy,
whichis designed to cut Indiadown to size
and put us in our place.
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MEANWHILE

Lost US WWII SUBMARINE FOUND IN SE ASiA

In the murky waters of the Strait of Malacca, about 90 miles south of Phuket, Thailand,
four divers discovered a World War II submarine that was scuttled 77 years ago, now
teeming with marine life. The wreckage is believed to be the USS Grenadier, an American
submarine known to have sank six ships before it was bombed by a Japanese plane.
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Police detain a
protester in Minsk. AP

BELARUS

Hackers leak
personal data of
1,000 cops

amid protests

ANONYMOUS HACKERS
leaked the personal data
of 1,000 Belarusian police
officersinretaliation fora
crackdown on street
demonstrations against
veteran President
Alexander Lukashenko,
as protesters geared up
for another mass rally on
Sunday. “As the arrests
continue, we will con-
tinue to publish dataona
massive scale,” said a
statement that was dis-
tributed by the opposi-
tion news channel Nexta
Live on the messaging
app Telegram. “No one
will remain anonymous
even under a balaclava.”
The government said it
would find and punish
those responsible.

ITALY
[taliansvotein
regional contests
shaped by Covid

ITALIANS IN sevenregions
headed to the polls Sunday
for two days of voting
shaped by the Covid-19
pandemic. Voters were re-
quired to wear masks and
maintain social distancing
as they cast ballots in re-
gional contests originally
scheduled for the spring
but delayed due to the
pandemic.Italy’s outbreak
has claimed more than
35,600 lives and stricken
296,500 people since
February. For the first time,
voters over 65 will have
preferential access and will
be guided to the front of
any line by volunteers
fromItaly’s civil protection
agency.

GERMANY
Public sector
workers set to

goonstrike

PUBLIC SECTOR workers
in Germany will start
staging strikes after the
latest round of wage ne-
gotiations failed to pro-
duce an agreement, their
union said Sunday. The
Ver.di union, which rep-
resents around 2.3 mil-
lion federal and local em-
ployees, said strikes will
start Tuesday. Itdidn’tan-
nounce where and said it
would provide more in-
formation Monday. The
union didn’t rule out
kindergarten teachers
taking part in the strike,
which could cause diffi-
culties for parents.

RULES FOR NEGOTIATIONS OVER CONTENTIOUS ISSUES NOT YET FINALISED

Violent attacks plague Afghanistan as
peace talks with Taliban slow down

MUJIB MASHAL,
FATIMAFAIZI &

THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
DOHA, SEPTEMBER 20

VIOLENCE CONTINUED unabated
across Afghanistan on Saturday as
negotiators from the warring
sides remained bogged down by
disagreements over a framework
for talks a week after historic ne-
gotiations began in Doha, Qatar.
More than a dozen civilians
were feared dead in one airstrike
by Afghan forces in the North. The
deaths came as a week of discus-
sions still had not finalised the
rules for negotiations over con-
tentious issues, like a cease-fire
and the form of a future govern-
ment. The slow pace highlighted

German woman
dies in Ist known
fatality from

a cyber attack

MELISSAEDDY &
NICOLE PERLROTH
BERLIN, SEPTEMBER 20

THE FIRST known death from a
cyber attack was reported last
week after cybercriminals hit a
hospital in Diisseldorf, Germany,
with so-called ransomware, in
which hackers encrypt dataand
hold it hostage until the victim
pays a ransom.

The ransomware invaded 30
servers at University Hospital
Diisseldorf last week, crashing
systems and forcing the hospital
to turnaway emergency patients.
As aresult, German authorities
said, a woman in a life-threaten-
ing condition was sent to a hos-
pital 20 miles away in Wuppertal
and died from treatment delays.

The attack is the first re-
ported death from a cyber at-
tack. Hospitals have been a fre-
quent target for cybercriminals,
particularly ransomware attacks,
because the need to access
health records and computer
systems creates urgency thatin-
creases the likelihood that vic-
tims will pay their extortionists.

The most aggressive re-
ported attack on hospitals is
North Korea’s 2017 “WannaCry”
ransomware attack, which froze
British hospitals and forced doc-
tors to cancel surgeries and turn
patients away. NYT

Taliban delegates at the start of the talks in Doha on Sept 12. AP

how complicated the efforttoend
the Afghan war will likely be.
Officials from both sides said
thatwhile they had resolved most
issues on how the negotiations
should be conducted, they were
stuck on which school of Islamic

thought should be used for resolv-
ingdisputesinaway thatrespects
minority sects in Afghanistan.
Citing United Nations figures,
Roland Kobia, European Union
special envoy for Afghanistan,
said the violence levels over the

past five weeks had been “the
highest in the last five years”.

The bloodiest attack Saturday
occurred in the Khanabad district
of northern Kunduz province.
Local residents said the Afghan
forces had carried outanairstrike
targetingaTaliban gathering, with
few initial casualties. Butwhen lo-
cal residents gathered to extin-
guish the resulting fire atanearby
house, theaircraft returned foran-
other strike that killed more than
adozencivilians.

Also Saturday, in southeastern
Paktika province, a deputy police
chief was killed in an explosion
while delivering support to his
forces. And in the same province,
a wedding convoy struck a road-
side bomb, wounding 19 people,
including the bride. NYT

Pro-democracy protesters link arms during a mass rally, in Bangkok on Sunday, to call for

reforms in the monarchy. Reuters

Protests in Thailand escalate as
thousands challenge monarchy

REUTERS
BANGKOK, SEPTEMBER 20

OPENLY CHALLENGING the
monarchy of Thai King Maha
Vajiralongkorn, thousands of
protesters marched in Bangkok
on Sunday to present demands
that include a call for reforms to
curb his powers.

Protesters have grown ever
bolder during two months of
demonstrations against
Thailand’s palace and military-
dominated establishment, break-

ing alongstanding taboo on criti-
cising the monarchy —whichisil-
legal under lese majeste laws.

The king, who spends a lot of
time in Europe, is notin Thailand.

The marchers were blocked
by hundreds of unarmed police
manning crowd control barriers.

Protest leaders declared vic-
tory after handing police a letter
detailing their demands.
Phakphong Phongphetra, head of
the Metropolitan Police Bureau,
said onavideo broadcast fromthe
scene that the letter would be
handed to police headquarters to

Nawaz Sharif addresses Pak Opp meet,
launches scathing attack on Army, govt

Says ‘parallel government’ in Pakistan is root cause of problems

SAJJADHUSSAIN
ISLAMABAD, SEPTEMBER 20

FORMER PAKISTAN prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif on Sunday
staged a political comeback by
criticising the powerful Army
and said the Opposition was not
against PM Imran Khan, but
against those who brought an
“inefficient” man to power.

He was addressing the All-
Parties Conference (APC) hosted
by the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) via a video link aimed at
launching a protest movement
against the Khan-led Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)government.

Sharif, 70, the Pakistan

Nawaz
Sharif

Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo, has been living in
London since last November af-
ter the Lahore High Court granted
him permission to go abroad for
four weeks for treatment.
Addressing the APC, Sharif
criticised the Pakistan’s powerful
establishment for allegedly sup-
porting Khan. “Our struggle is not
against Imran Khan. Today, our
struggle is against those who in-
stalled Imran Khan and who ma-

nipulated elections to bringanin-
efficient man like him into power
and thus destroyed the country,”
he said. Sharif said that the fore-
most priority should be to remove
“this selected government and
this system”, adding that “if the
change is not brought, it will bring
irreversible loss to this country”.

He called on the powerful
Army to stay away from politics.

Sharif pointed out that for-
mer PM Yusuf Raza Gilani once
said there was “a state within a
state” in Pakistan. “It is sadden-
ing that the situation has esca-
lated to a state above the state.
This parallel government illness
is the root-cause of our prob-
lems,” he added. PTI

decide how to proceed.

At the biggest demonstration
in years, tens of thousands of
protesters on Saturday cheered
calls for reform of the monarchy
as well as for the removal of
Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha, a former junta leader, and
anew constitution and elections.

Protesters cemented a plaque
near the Grand Palace in Bangkok.
It reads, “At this place the people
have expressed their will: that this
country belongs to the people and
isnot the property of the monarch
as they have deceived us.”

Political battle heats
up over new vacancy
inUS Supreme Court

Trump says will pick a woman, GOP seeks quick confirmation;

NEW YORKTIMES
SEPTEMBER 20

EVEN AS Americans continued to
gatherto pay tribute toJustice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg — with stirringeu-
logies often followed by strident
calls to preserve her legacy — US
President Donald Trump and his
rival, Joe Biden, planned how their
campaigns would navigate the
emergence of aSupreme Courtva-
cancy so close to the presidential
election on November 3.

“I will be putting forth the
nominee next week; it will be a
woman,” Trump said atarally at
an airport in Fayetteville, North
Carolina. “I actually like women
much more thanIlike men.”

Republicans have been trying
to shore up support after their
slim margin in the Senate (which
they control 53-47) appeared to
narrow, with Senators Lisa
Murkowskiand Susan Collins say-
ing they were opposed to voting
onanominee before the election.

But Trump’s push to move
quickly has received pledges of
support from Mitch McConnell,
the Senate majority leader, and
Senator Lindsey Graham, who
contradicted remarks he madein
2016 when he said he would op-
pose any effort to fill a Supreme
Courtvacancyinanelection year.

While Democrats have few
tools at their disposal to block a
vote onaSupreme Court nomina-
tion, they warned Republicans
that nothing would be off the table
if the confirmation went ahead.

The Biden campaign’s plan
onaddressing the issue of the va-
cancy will focus on health care.

Biden has spent months con-
demning Trump as a failed stew-
ard of the nation’s well-being,
framing the election asa vote on
the his handling of Covid-19.

Now, confronted with a mo-
ment that many believe will up-
end the 2020 election, the Biden
campaignis sticking to what it be-
lieves is a winning strategy.
Campaign aides said they would
seektolink the Supreme Courtva-
cancy to the health emergency
gripping the country and the fu-
ture of health care in America.

Trump at a campaign rally at Fayetteville, North Carolina, on
Saturday. The President took the stage to his supporters’
chants of “fill that seat”, a reference to the vacancy in the US
Supreme Court after the death Justice Ginsburg. AP
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CONFIRMING A nominee for

the Supreme Court requires
justa simple majority in the
Senate, and the GOP cur-
rently holds 53 of the 100
Senate seats. But two GOP
senators have already said
they won’t back a nominee
before the Nov 3 election,
and more could follow, mak-
ing the decision of when to
hold a confirmation vote a
hard one for GOP leaders. In
such a situation, it is possible
that the party begins the
process of confirming
Trump’s nominee in order to
get conservatives excited
ahead of the election, and
then hold a vote after the
election when Congress usu-
ally convenes to wrap up un-
finished business.

Envelope with
deadly poison
ricin addressed
to White House
intercepted

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, OTTAWA,
SEPTEMBER 20

AN ENVELOPE addressed to the
White House and intercepted by
US authorities contained a sub-
stance identified as ricin, a
deadly poison that appeared to
have been sent from Canada, the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) said on Saturday.

An RCMP spokesman con-
firmed “it has received a request
for assistance from the FBI in
connection with a suspicious let-
ter sent to the White House.”

TheRCMPadded “the FBI con-
ducted an analysis on the sub-
stance found in the envelope. This
report indicated the presence of
ricin, a toxic substance.” RCMP
said it working with the FBI but
declined todiscuss further details.

The envelope was inter-
cepted at a government mail
centre before it arrived at the
White House.

Ricin can cause death within
36 to 72 hours from exposure to
anamountas smallasa pinhead.
No known antidote exists.

UK is at Covid tipping point: health minister

Fines of up to £10,000 for those breaking self-isolation rules

REUTERS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 20

BRITAIN IS at a tipping point on
Covid-19, health minister Matt
Hancock said on Sunday, warning
that a second national lockdown
could be imposed if people don’t
follow government rules designed
to stop the spread of the virus.
Covid-19 cases have risen
sharply in recent weeks to more
than4,000 per day. Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has called it a sec-
ond wave and stricter lockdown
measures have beenintroducedin
areas across the country — with
London possibly nextin line.
“The nation faces a tipping
point and we have a choice,”
Hancock told Sky News. “The

Matt Hancock warned that
asecond national lockdown
could be imposed in Britain

choice is either that everybody
follows the rules... or we will
have to take more measures.”

Hancock later told the BBC
that a second national lockdown
was possible option.

“I don’t rule it out, I don’t
want to see it,” he said.

Johnson announced fines of
up to £10,000 ($12,900) on
Saturday for people in England
who break new rules requiring
them to self-isolate if they have
been in contact with someone
infected with Covid-19.

In addition to tighter rules on
social gatherings across the coun-
try, several cities and regions in
Britain have had ‘local lockdowns’
imposed, limiting even more
strictly when, where and how
many people can meet up socially.

Hancock was asked on Times
Radio about the possibility of
Londoners being told towork from
home, and said: “Well, | wouldn’t
ruleitout.” Opposition leader Keir
Starmer said he would support
whatever measures the govern-
ment brings forward.

US sets record
with 1 million

tests in a day

THE UNITED States set a one-day
record with over 1 million coro-
navirus diagnostic tests being
performed, but the country needs
6 million to 10 million a day to
bring outbreaks under control,
according to various experts. The
country performed 1,061,411 tests
on Saturday, according to data
from The Covid Tracking Project,
avolunteer-run effort to track the
outbreak. The record comes after
testing had fallen for several
weeks. The US tested on average
650,000 people aday in the week
ended Sept. 13,down froma peak
in late July of over 800,000 peo-
ple aday. REUTERS

THE ENGINEERING AND LAND-MANAGEMENT THAT ENABLED THE STATE’S GROWTH HAVE LEFT IT VULNERABLE TO CLIMATE SHOCKS

How California has become Ground Zero for climate disasters in US

CHRISTOPHER FLAVELLE
SEPTEMBER 20

CALIFORNIAIS one of America’s
marvels. By moving vast quanti-
ties of water and suppressing
wildfires for decades, the state
has transformed its arid and
mountainous landscape into the
richest, most populous and
bounteous place in the nation.
But now, those same feats have
given Californiaa new and unwel-
come category of superlatives.
This year is the state’s worst
wildfire season onrecord. That fol-
lows its hottest August on record;
a punishing drought that lasted
from 2011 to last year; and one of

its worst flood emergencies on
record three years ago, when
heavy rains caused the state’s
highest dam to nearly fail, forcing
more than 180,000 people toflee.

The same manufactured
landscapes that have enabled
California’s tremendous growth,
building the state into a $3 tril-
lion economy that is home to
one in 10 Americans, have also
left it more exposed to climate
shocks, experts say.

And those shocks will only
get worse.

“There’s sort of this sense that
we can bend the world to our
will,” said Kristina Dahl, a senior
climate scientistin San Francisco
for the Union of Concerned

Scientists. “Climate change is ex-
posing the vulnerabilities in the
systems that we've engineered.”
Those systems include some
of the greatest accomplishments
in American publicinfrastructure:
Transporting huge amounts of
water from the mountains to the
coast and from north to south.
Creating almost 1,500 reservoirs
to store that water until it’s
needed. Subduing the fires that
are part of forest ecosystems,
making more land livable for mil-
lions but stocking those forests
with fuel in the process. Building
densecities along a shoreline sus-
ceptible to erosion and flooding.
Those accomplishments re-
flect the optimism that defines

This year is California’s worst wildfire season on record. Reuters

California, according to R Jisung
Park, an assistant professor of
public policy at the University

of California, Los Angeles. But
like so much that underpins
modern American life, they

weren't designed to accommo-
date the increasingly harsh ex-
tremes of climate change. “The
shocks are outside the range, in
many cases, of historical experi-
ence,” Park said.

Park, like other experts inter-
viewed, noted that California’sen-
gineered landscapes are not the
only factor behindits high-impact
disasters. The state’s size and geo-
graphic diversity expose it to an
unusually wide range of extreme
climate events. And its large pop-
ulation means that when disas-
ters do strike, they are very likely
to affect large numbers of people.

Still, the manufactured sys-
tems that support the state’s pop-
ulationand economy have left the

New Delhi

state especially vulnerable. The
wildfires are only the latest exam-
ple of how climate change can
cause engineered landscapes to
go awry. Those blazes are partly
the result of hotter temperatures
and drier conditions, scientists say,
which have madeit easier for veg-
etation to ignite, causing fires to
become bigger and more intense.

But the intensity of those fires
alsoreflects decades of policy de-
cisions thataltered those forests,
according to Robert Bonnie, who
oversaw the US Forest Service
under President Barack Obama.
And the cost of those decisions is
now coming due.

In an effort to protect homes
and encourage new building, gov-

ernments for decades focused on
suppressing fires that occurred
naturally, allowing the buildup of
vegetation that would provide
fuel for future blazes. Officials re-
mained reluctant to reduce that
vegetation through prescribed
burns, wary of upsetting residents
with smoke or starting a fire that
might burn out of control.

That approach  made
California’s forests more comfort-
able for the estimated 11 million
people who now live in and
around them. Butit hasalso made
them more susceptible to cata-
strophic fires. “We've sort of built
up this fire debt,” Bonnie said.
“People are going to have to toler-
ate smoke and risk.” NYT
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FPIs INVESTR3.9K CR IN SEPT SO FAR

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) have put in Rs 3,944
crore so far on a net basis in domestic markets in September, with
participants seem heading to “attractive” investment destinations
like India for potential better returns. PTI

SOME STATES YET TO MAKE THEIR CHOICE AHEAD OF GST COUNCIL MEET

FY21GST compensation deficit: 21 states &
UTs onboard ¥97,000-cr borrowing option

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,.SEPTEMBER 20

AHEAD OF the 42nd meeting of
the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Council on October 5, 21 states
have opted for Option 1 — bor-
rowing of Rs 97,000 crore through
anRBI-facilitated special window
to meet this year’s compensation
deficit of Rs 2.35 lakh crore. This,
as per Finance Ministry officials, is
a count more than the required
number of 20 states and union
territoriesin case the issue goesin
for avoting in the GST Council.
While 21 states/union territo-
ries, namely Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,
Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Karn-
ataka, Madhya Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,

Paytm alleges
arm-twisting
by Google

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 20

DIGITALFINANCIAL services firm
Paytm on Sunday charged inter-
net giant Google of “arm-twist-
ing” and forcingit toroll back a UPI
cashback campaign whichislegal
inIndia.

Google said that offering cash-
backs and vouchers alone do not
constitute a violation of Google
Play gambling policiesand in case
of repeat violation its may even
terminate Google Play developer
accounts.

Paytm in a blog alleged that
Google Pay has been running sim-
ilar cricket-based promotions “but
a different set of rules apply to
Google’sown apps”.

Google had blocked Paytmon
its Play store followinga policy up-
date on September 18, ahead of
the IPLcricket tournament, todis-
allow apps that support any un-
regulated gambling but restored
the mobile app after a few hours
after it rolled back the campaign.

Paytm said that it was forced
tocomply with Google’s mandate
to remove the UPI cashback and
scratch cards campaign to get re-
listed on the Android Play Store.

“Offering bothis legal inIndia,
and cashback was being given fol-
lowing all rules and regulations
set by the government,” Paytm
said.

When contacted, a Google
spokesperson said that offering
cashbacks and vouchers alone do
not constitute a violation of our
Google Play gambling policies.

—— BRIEFLY —

‘Indialnc’s biz
sentiment
recovers’

New Delhi: India Inc’s busi-
ness sentiment has im-
proved during July-
September quarter as the
government gradually un-
locked the economy and
business activity resumed,
according to the latest CII
Business Confidence Index.

Noemployee
laid off, says
VistaraCEQO

New Delhi: Vistara, which
has implemented various
cost-saving measures amid
the coronavirus pandemic,
will review salary cuts in
January but has not laid off
any of its nearly 4,000 em-
ployees,according to the air-
line’s chief executive officer
Leslie Thng,

8.45lakhnew
enrolmentsin
July:EPFO

New Delhi: Net new enrol-
ments withretirement fund
body Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
roseto8.45lakhinJuly from
482 lakhinJune 2020,as per
its latest payroll data. PTI

Odisha, Puducherry, Sikkim,
Tripura, Uttarakhand and Uttar
Pradesh have opted for option 1,
Opposition-ruled states/union
territories such as Jharkhand,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Delhi,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Telangana, and
West Bengal, as well as Tamil
Nadu are yet to detail their choice
to the central government,
Finance Ministry officials said.
The officials said that if other
states do not submit their options
before October 5, the date of the
next meeting of the GST Council,
thenthey will have to wait till june
2022 to get their compensation
dues subject to the condition that
the Council extends the cess col-
lection period beyond 2022.
Around 15 states had submit-
ted their choice for Option 1 by
September 15. Manipur, which
had earlier opted for Option 2 —

Officials said thatif states
donot submit their
options before October 5,
they will have to wait till
June 2022 to get their
compensation dues
subject to the condition
that the Council extends
the cess collection period
beyond 2022

whichinvolves borrowing the en-
tire compensation deficit from the
market — has now shifted its
choice to Option 1.

Several non-BJP ruled states
have been atloggerheads with the
Centre for asking them to borrow
to bridge the compensation

deficit. Chief ministers of non-BJP
ruled states of West Bengal, Kerala,
Delhi, Telangana, Chhattisgarh
and Tamil Nadu have written to
the Centre opposing the options
which require states to borrow to
meet shortfall and have instead
asked the Centre to borrow. States
have alsoraised concerns that the
distinction of revenue loss for GST
implementation and Covid-19
pandemic was unconstitutional.

The Centre has, however,
stated thatitis unlikely to borrow
given the impactit would have on
yields of its government securities
and also indicated that since the
repayment has to be made from
compensation cess receipts, it
cannot borrow since cess is a re-
source dedicated to states.
Compensation payments to states
had started getting delayed since
October last as GST revenues be-

gantoslowdown,agap which has
widened due to the pandemic.
GST compensation payments
to states have been pending since
April, with the pending amount
for April-July estimated at Rs 1.5
lakh crore. The GST compensation
requirement is estimated to be
around Rs 3 lakh crore this year,
while the cess collection is ex-
pected to be around Rs 65,000
crore - an estimated compensa-
tion shortfall of Rs 2.35 lakh crore.
In the last GST council meet-
ing on August 27, the Centre had
proposed two options to states: to
either borrow Rs 97,000 crore
(shortfall only on account of GST
implementation) from a special
window facilitated by the RBI or
the complete shortfall of Rs 2.35
lakh crore (including Rs 1.38 lakh
crore shortfall due to Covid-19
pandemic) from the market.

From Oct 1, 5% duty on import of key part for making TVs

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI,.SEPTEMBER 20

WITH THE end of Customs duty
exemption on open cell — a key
componentin TV panel manufac-
turing -- from October 1, TV man-
ufacturers are expected to start
making the productinIndialead-
ingtoareductioninimportsof tel-

evision parts that are Rs 7,500
crore a year, Finance Ministry
sources said. The open cell will at-
tract 5 per cent from next month.

This exemption was given a
year ago to the industry as it had
sought time to build domestic ca-
pacity for open cell. However, TV
makers have said that domestic
manufacturing capacity isn’t ad-
equate yettocurballimports,and

the prices of TVs is likely to rise
with the 5 per cent customs duty.

While the industry has esti-
mated price escalation by Rs 600-
Rs 1,200 per unit depending on
the size, sources in the govern-
ment have said that the impact
wouldn’t be more than Rs 200 for
aTVset.The sources also said that
domestic TV manufacturers were
using the 5 per cent customs duty

onopencellasanexcuse torevise
prices upwards by claiming that
manufacturing capacity is still not
available within the country.

Government sources have also
argued that such exemptions can’t
continue when domestic manu-
facturers are already provided ad-
equate protection of import with
20 per cent Customs duty on TVs
since December 2017. FE

LOWERING OF USOF COMPONENT TO 3% MAY, HOWEVER, BE CONSIDERED

DoT unlikely to agree on lower
licence fee recommended
by Trai, alter AGR definition

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE DEPARTMENT of Telecom-
munications (DoT) is unlikely to
accept the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) recom-
mendations on lowering the li-
cence fee of telcos from 8 per
centto 6,according to sourcesin
know of the development.

The DoT may, however, con-
sider lowering the component of
universal service obligation fund
(USOF) to 3 per cent from 5 per
cent of revenue, sources said.
The lowering of USOF compo-
nentis possible as the funds col-
lected by the telecom operators
have been lying idle for quite
some time now, an official said.

“Close to Rs 50,000 crore is
lyingidle in that (USOF). Most of
itis used for improving services
inthe rural areas, which have ei-
ther stopped or are going slow
for one reason or other,” the offi-
cial said, asking not to be named.

In its recommendations in
2015, the telecom regulator had
suggested lowering the licence
fee of telcos to 6 per cent from
the current 8 and suggested
changing the definition of ad-
justed gross revenue (AGR).

Trai had then said that in-
come from non-telecom sources
should not be considered to de-

ByteDance gets Trump nod to avoid Tik Tok shutdown

REUTERS
WASHINGTON/NEW YORK,
SEPTEMBER20

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
said on Saturday he supported a
dealin principle that would allow
TikTok to continue to operate in
the United States, even as it ap-
peared to conflict with his earlier
order for China’s ByteDance to di-
vest the video app.

ByteDance was racing to
avoid a crackdown on TikTok after
the US Commerce Department
said on Friday it would block new
downloads and updates to the
app come Sunday.

US officials had expressed
concern that the personal data of
as many as 100 million
Americans that use the app was
being passed on to China’s
Communist Party government.

Trump signed an executive
order on August 14 giving
ByteDance 90 days to sell TikTok.
The deal announced on Saturday,
however, is structured as a part-
nership rather than a divestment.

TikTok will be owned by a
new company called TikTok
Global and headquartered in the

US President Donald Trump during a campaign event in
Fayetteville, North Carolina, on Saturday. Reuters

Ningbo (China): TikTok owner
Bytedance said ina socialme-
diapost Sunday thatitwas the
first time it had heard in the
newsitwas settingupa $5bil-
lion education fund in the US.

US President Donald
Trump said he had approved a
deal, which included a $5 bil-
lion education fund, to allow
TikTok to continue to operate

Not aware of $5 bn education
fund in TikTok deal: ByteDance

in the United States.

“The company has been
committed toinvestingin the
education field, and plans to
workwith partners and global
shareholders tolaunch online
classroom projects based on
Al and video technology for
students around the world,”
ByteDance said on its official
accounton Toutiao. REUTERS

United States, possibly in Texas,
the US President said.

Oracle Corp will take a 12.5
per cent stake in TikTok Global
and store allits US user data onits
cloud to comply with US national
security requirements, the com-
panies said. Retail giant Walmart
Inc said it would take a 7.5 per
cent stake in TikTok Global. The
implied valuation for TikTok
Global as a result of these invest-
ments could not be learned.

While Oracle and Walmart
said that TikTok Global will be
majority-owned by US investors,
thisis the case only if ByteDance’s

investor base is taken into ac-
count, according to a source fa-
miliar with the matter who re-
quested anonymity todiscuss the
deal’s structure. This is because
ByteDance will own 80 per cent
of TikTok Global, the source said.

Given that US investors cur-
rently own about 40 per cent of
ByteDance, the White House will
count that towards how much of
TikTok Global is owned by US par-
ties, the source added. As aresult,
Oracle, Walmart, and
ByteDance’s US investors will
own, directly or indirectly, about
53 per cent of TikTok Global, a

second source said.

Beijing-based ByteDance did
notimmediately respond toare-
quest for comment. Walmart and
Oracle also did not offer more in-
formation on TikTok Global’s
ownership structure.

It was not immediately clear
what spurred the White House to
compromise on its push for an
outright sale of TikTok. However,
the deal comes with pledges that
cater to Trump’s “America First”
policy agenda. It also avoids alien-
ating TikTok’s young users ahead
of the Nov. 3 US election.

ByteDance agreed to create

432 infra projects show cost
overruns of 34.29 lakh crore

As many as 432 infrastructure projects have been hit by
cost overruns of over Rs 4.29 lakh crore owing to delays
and other reasons, the MoSPI report for July 2020 said

¥20,58,193.26 crore:
Total original cost of
implementation of the 1,683
projects

¥24,87,361.54 crore:
Anticipated cost of
implementation of all projects

¥11,51,222.81 crore:
Expenditure incurred on all
projects till June 2020, 46.28
per cent of anticipated cost

5 U 5 Number of projects
that reported time

escalation, of which:

M 120: delayed by one to 12

months

M 118: delayed by 13 t0 24

months

M 157:delayed by 25 to 60

months

M 110: delayed by 61 months

and above

M 43.49 months: Average

time overrun of all projects

1,670: ToTALPROJECTS
WORTH RS 150 CRORE AND
ABOVE MONITORED BY THE
MINISTRY OF STATISTICS
AND PROGRAMME
IMPLEMENTATION (MoSPI)

945: PROJECTS WHOSE
NEITHER YEAR OF
COMMISSIONING NOR
TENTATIVE GESTATION
PERIOD HAS BEEN
REPORTED

74,29,168.28 -
CRORE: -~ ===
OVERALLCOST .
OVERRUNS; LE. - =
20.85PERCENT - ' .

OF ORIGINAL COST .= o]

Reasons for time overruns, as reported by implementing agencies:

M Delaysin land acquisition, forest
clearance and supply of equipment

M Fund constraints

M Geological surprises
M Geo-mining conditions

M Slow progress in civil works

M Shortage of labour

M Inadequate mobilisation by contractor

Source:
MoSPI/PTI

Bl ROU/ROW (right of use/right of way) problems

BBB recommends 13 names for appointment
as executive directors in state-run banks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE BANKS Board Bureau (BBB)
has recommended to the gov-
ernment names of 13 general
managers of various public sec-
tor banks (PSBs) for appoint-
ment as executive directors.
BBB, the headhunter for
state-run banks and financial in-
stitutions, interviewed 28 candi-

dates over a period of two days
for vacancies of executive direc-
tors. The list of selected candi-
dates would be sent to the
Department of Financial
Services to get the
Appointments Committee of
Cabinet (ACC) approval.

“The Banks Board Bureauin-
terfaced with 28 candidates
from various public sector banks
for 13 clear vacancies of
Executive Directors in PSBs,” the

Bureau said in a notification on
Sunday.

The Bureau recommended
the names of Swarup Kumar
Saha, Debadatta Chand, K
Satyanarayana Raju, Nitesh

Ranjan, Sangram Keshari
Mohapatra, Monika Kalia,
Swarup  Dasgupta  and

Karthikeyan M, Ishraq Ali Khan,
Vivek Wahi, S Srimathy, B
Vijayakumar A and Raghavendra
V Kollegal.

25,000 new US jobs at TikTok, up
from a little over 1,000 now.
Trump, who had previously
called on companies such as
Oracle and Walmart to pay the
United States a “fee” to participate
in the TikTok deal, said there
would also be a $5 billion US ed-
ucation fund as part of the deal.

“I'said, you know, do me a fa-
vor, could you put up $5 billion
into a fund for education so we
can educate people as to the real
history of our country, not the
fake history,” Trump told arally of
supporters in Fayetteville, North
Carolina on Saturday.

Notall may
bebad for
@ telcos

EXPLAINED

THE DOT'S reluctance to
lower licence fee and al-
ter AGR definition could
arise from the govern-
ment’s unwillingness to
lower its finances.
Analysts indicate that de-
spite all the challenges,
most telcos have man-
aged to raise the funds to
make AGR payments,
which has sent a signal to
the government that
things may not be as bad
as the companies had
projected it to be.

fine AGR of telcos.

The DoT, however, may not
alter the definition of AGR as de-
manded by the telcos after the
Supreme Court verdict, another
official said.

In June, the then Cellular
Operators Association of India
director general Rajan Mathews
had said that the DoT should re-
vise the definition of AGR for all
future purposes to avoid any fur-
ther burden on the sector.

The definition of AGR, now
settled by a Supreme Court ver-

dict, had been the biggest bone
of contention between regula-
tors and telcos. All telecom com-
panies that operate in India pay
apartof their revenues as licence
fee and spectrum charges to the
DoT for using the spectrum
owned by the Centre.

In its definition of AGR, the
DoT had said that telcos must
cover all the revenue earned by
them, including from non-tele-
com sources such as deposit in-
terests and sale of assets. The tel-
cos were opposed to this and had
challenged this definition in sev-
eral forums, including the
Supreme Court.

On October 24, 2019, the
apex court upheld the DoT’s def-
inition of AGR and said since the
licensee had agreed to the mi-
gration packages, they were li-
able to pay the dues, the penalty
on dues, and the interest on
penalty due to delay in pay-
ments. This month, the top court
asked the telcos to pay the AGR
dues in the next ten years.

These yearly instalments will
have to be made by March 31 of
every succeeding financial year
and a compliance report by the
companies as well as the DoT has
to be filed by April 7 of that year,
a three-judge Bench headed by
Justice Arun Mishra had said in
its judgment, bringing a close to
the nearly 20-year old issue.

US judge halts Commerce
Dept order to remove
WeChat from app stores

REUTERS
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 20

AUS judge early Sunday blocked
the Trump administration from
requiring Apple Incand Alphabet
Inc’s Google to remove Chinese-
owned messaging app WeChat
for downloads by late Sunday.

US Magistrate Judge Laurel
Beeler in San Francisco said in an
order that WeChat users who filed
alawsuit “have shown serious
questions going to the merits of
the First Amendment claim, the
balance of hardships tips in the
plaintiffs’ favor.” Her 22-page or-
der added the prohibitions “bur-
den substantially more speech
thanis necessaryto serve the gov-
ernment’s significant interest in
national security, especially given
the lack of substitute channels for
communication.”

Last Friday, the US Commerce
Department had issued a order
citing national security grounds to
block the app from US app stores

owned by Tencent Holding’s and
the Justice Department had urged
Beeler not to block the order. Ten-
cent and the Justice Department
did not immediately comment.

Beeler’s preliminary injunc-
tion also blocked the Commerce
order that would have barred
other transactions with WeChat
inthe US that could have dramat-
ically degraded the site’s usability
for current US users or potentially
made it unusable. The US
Commerce Department did not
immediately comment.

WeChat has had an average of
19 million daily active usersin the
United States, analytics firms
Apptopia said in early August.

It is popular among Chinese
students, Americans living in
China and some Americans who
have personal or business rela-
tionships in China.

The Justice Department said
blocking the order would “frus-
trate and displace the president’s
determination of how best to ad-
dress threats to national security.

MCA plans corporate profiling, behaviour
analysis to identify non-compliant entities

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

TOIDENTIFY non-compliant cor-
porate entities, the government is
planning to use dataanalyticsand
artificialintelligence for corporate
profiling, behaviour analysis as
well as fraud analysis and alerts.
Various technical capabilities
will be used to keep a tab on non-
compliant entities through the
Corporate Affairs Ministry’s por-
tal MCA 21. In a written reply to
Lok Sabha, Minister of State for
Corporate Affairs Anurag Singh
Thakur said MCA 21 version 3 en-
visages various areas which shall
utilise technical capabilities.
These include “data analytics
and Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning (Al/ML)for cor-
porate profiling, behaviour analy-
sis and fraud analysis and alerts,

‘Banks need to
maintain capital
as per norms’

New Delhi: The RBI has not
asked banks and non-bank-
ing financial institutions to
raise capital to brace for a
possible pile up in bad debt
inthe coming months, Mini-
ster of State for Finance Anu-
rag Thakur told Rajya Sabha.

However, he said,
“banks and non-banking fi-
nancial institutions are re-
quired to maintain capital as
per prudential capital ade-
quacy norms on an ongoing
basis.” PTI

toidentify non-compliant corpo-
rate entities,” he said.

MCA 21 is the portal through
which companies and LLPs sub-
mit various regulatory filings to
the ministry, which implements
Companies Act, 2013 and Limited
Liability Partnership Act, 2008.

Under the Act, all companies
are required to hold AGMs every
year and file financial statements
as well as annual returns within
the provided time limit and in pre-
scribed forms after holding AGMs.

Inthe firstand second versions
of MCA 21, through artificial intel-
ligence, the ministry hasbeen dis-
playing the master data of allcom-
panies. It discloses filing position
of the said documents, including
the date of holding AGM apart
from other details of the company
and alsowhetheracompanyis ac-
tive compliant company or not,
the minister said.

There are around 12 lakh reg-
istered companiesin the country.

‘European Union seeks new powers to penalise tech giants’

REUTERS
BENGALURU, SEPTEMBER 20

THE EUROPEAN Union wants to
armitself with new powers to pe-
nalise big technology companies,
the Financial Times reported on
Sunday. The proposed plan in-
cludes forcing tech giants to break
up or sell some of their European
operations if their market domi-
nance is deemed to threaten the
interests of customers and smaller
rivals, the newspaper said.

As per a Financial Times report, the proposed plan
will force tech giants to break up or sell some of
their European operations if their market
dominance could threaten interests of customers

The commission is set to pro-
pose new rules called the Digital
Services Actby the end of the year,
whichwillincrease social media’s
responsibilities and liability for
content on their platforms.

EU Internal Market

New Delhi

Commissioner Thierry Breton, in
an interview with the Financial
Times, said the proposed reme-
dies, which would only be usedin
extreme circumstances, also in-
clude the ability to exclude large
tech groups from the single mar-

ket altogether.

Brussels is also considering a
rating system that would allow
the publicand shareholderstoas-
sess companies’ behaviour in ar-
eas such as tax compliance and
the speed with which they take
downillegal content, the Financial
Times said.

Breton was quoted as saying
activities such as companies pre-
venting users from switching plat-
forms or forcing customers to use
only one service could lead to
tougher sanctions.
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CROSSWORD 4229
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ACROSS DOWN

1 Sortof views monks aren’t 2 The converse of indolence
allowed to have (5) (4,4)

8  Again, but for the last time 3 Becharming comingin
presumably (4,4) (8)

9 Strange tales about what may 4 Colourlassociate with
be on the roof (5) wrongdoing (6)

10 Surprised even though of 5 Theumpire is hesitant to pass
broad vision (4-4) the matteron(5)

11 Good person to censure 6 Youthleader took out foreign
corporal punishment (5) capital (5)

12 Agreeit’s put on back to front 7  Justone side of the coin (5)

3) 12 Bornand even briefly raised
16 Gardening accessory that’s 3)
old hat(6) 13 Anactof duplicity? (3)
17 Rentfree(6) 14 Inthe mainit’s the cheapest
18 First person Gregory takes to way to travel (8)
heart(3) 15 Nuts go well with cheese (8)
23 Actasa paid informer 19 Greek centre replaced by
(5) French in Polish port (6)
24 Why anote goes astray in 20 Small creature with nothing
transit(2,3,3) to think about (5)
25 Waiter drops one drink (5) 21 Abenchto putinthe sun
26 Giving no rash diagnosis? (8) (5)
27 Letoutas the minimum (5) 22 Giveeveryoneahand(5)

Solutions Crossword 4228: Across: 1 Stalagmite, 6 Four, 10 Saved, 11 Rolling up,
12 Oneortwo, 13 Actor, 15 Dead end, 17 Florist, 19 Feeling, 21 Maestro, 22 Lilts,
24 Artistic, 27 Outhouses, 28 Idaho, 29 Saps, 30 Assessment. Down: 1 Sash,

2 Advantage, 3 Audio, 4 Merited, 5 Tell off, 7 Ought, 8 Reparation, 9 Pinafore,

14 Oddfellows, 16 Emission, 18 Intricate, 20 Glasses, 21 Matisse, 23 Lit up,
25Slips, 26 Port.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

The___oflifeisalifeof ___.-Robert Byrne(7...,7) (same word twice)
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OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis
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MARVIN by Tom Armstrong

MARVIN STARTS
HIs NEW
PAYCARE TORAY

e L BT

WHY IS HE
GOMG TO A MEW
PAYCARET

| TCLER YOU, TS
A LOT CLOSER, DON'T
YOU LISTEN TO ME?

Difficulty Level 5s
Instructions

Tosolvea Sudoku puzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
must appear in each of the
nine vertical columns, in
each of the nine horizontal
rows andin each of the
nine boxes.

Difficulty Level
1s=Very easy; 2s = Easy;
3s=Medium; 4s =Hard;
5s=VeryHard; 6s =
Genius

SUDOKU 4238
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I WoULD say "YES,"
BLT THE EVIDENCE
DOESN'T SEEM TO

| SUPPORT THAT _|
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BY PETER VIDAL

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)

There is still a great
deal to gain from
being as generous as
possible. Remember

all those wise sayings about

not living by bread alone, and
realise that money is there to
be used, not hoarded away.

Your high hopes will come to

nothing unless you actually get

on and do something

about them.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
This is a fairly
powerful period
emotionally, butin
many ways less

intense than you have come to

expect at such moments. The
cause celebre of the day could
be money, and if you're
wondering just what is going
on, give yourself alittle

more time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Getofftoan
efficientand
organised start
today. There is no

time for early morning blues.

Given that there may soon be a

brief, stormy period at work,

it'sin your interests to be fully
prepared. In fact, you'd be
advised to steal a march on
people at home as well.

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
It may be an
overstatement to
say that thisisa
moment for

unrestrained pleasure, but it is

certainly a fine time to give the
highest priority to your
personal creativity and desire
for self-expression. And don’t
let someone dent your
enthusiasm, however hard
they try.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21- Feb 19)
Get back to basics
today. For some of
you this could
mean that home

and family affairs take up so

much time that you never
actually get going on anything
else. At work, try as best you
can to create a cosy
atmosphere. Make sure that
colleagues know they can rely
onyou.

PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)

You are very certain
of your plans, but
less sure about
which of them
should take priority. Itis
strange indeed how you can at
once be so sure of the future,

yet so typically undecided. A

useful start would be to

check out what you can

actually afford.

MADHYA PRADESH TOURISM BOARD

2
B
LILY TRADE WING, 6TH FLOOR, JEHANGIRABAD, BHOPAL - 462008

2wk

TENDER No. : 933/168/IP/MPTB/2020

Phone : 0755-2780600, E-mail : jdip.mptb@mp.gov.in

Dated : 16.09.2020

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Unique opportunity for investment in Tourism Sector

&)
B
] ; e

2wk

TENDER No. : 935/168/IP/MPTB/2020

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

MADHYA PRADESH TOURISM BOARD

LILY TRADE WING, 6TH FLOOR, JEHANGIRABAD, BHOPAL - 462008
Phone : 0755-2780600, E-mail : jdip.mptb@mp.gov.in

Dated : 16.09.2020

Unique opportunity to develop Heritage Hotels

(Tah.-Pipariya)

2. Resort at Chakar Near Pachmarhi (2.230 Hect.)
3. Resort at Chakar Near Pachmarhi (7.859 Hect.)

Sidhi

(Tah.-Majholi) [(1.290 Hect.)

(1.200 Hect.)

1. Resort/Camping at Chamaradol Near Sanjay Dubari National Park
2. Resort/Camping at Chamaradol Near Sanjay Dubari National Park

3. Resort/Camping at Budaritola Near Sanjay Dubari National Park (2.400 Hect.)
4. Resort at Parsili Near Sanjay Dubari National Park (3.420 Hect.)

Satna (Tah.- |1. Resort at Kolgadh On bank of Bansagar Dam (4.338 Hect.)
Ramanagar)
Chhindawada |[1. Resort at Jamatara Near Pench National Park (4.048 Hect.)
(Tah.-Chand, |2. Resort at Thotamal Near Pench National Park (5.000 Hect.)
Bichhua, 3. Resort/Camping at Jamatara Near Pench National Park (2.971 Hect.)
chorai) 4. Hotel/Water Sport Activities at Palatawada Near Pench National Park
(4.779 Hect.)
5. Hotel/Water Sport Activities at Sihora Bissala Near Pench National Park
(1.315 Hect.)
Damoh 1. Resort/Hotel at Bandakpur Near famous tample of Lord Shiva (5.669 Hect.)
(Tah.-Damoh)
Indore 1. Resort/Adventure Project and Water sports at Rampuriya Near Choral
(Tah.-Choral, |Dam (5.000 Hect.)
Bhichouli 2. Wellness Centre at Mundladostdar Near Indore city (2.540 Hect.)
Hapsi)

documents can also be seen at www.tourism.mp.gov.in.
M.P. Madhyam/98481/2020

The RFP documents can be downloaded from website www.mptenders.gov.in RFP

MANAGING DIRECTOR

ey

5

¥ For All Advertisement Booking
Call : 0120-6651214

Estimated cost
Earnest money

Completion Period
Security Deposit

. Rs. 48,00,000 (Including 18% GST)
: Rs. 96,000.00 (This deposit should be either in the form of Demand Draft
or deposit at call Receipt issued in favour of Pay &Accounts Officer, BRIT)

: Twelve Months (One Year).

. 5% Performance Guarantee + 2.5% Security Deposit
Tender documents will be available at the office of the Assistant Personnel Officer, BRIT, Vashi
Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt. Ware House, Turbhe, Navi Mumbai-400703,
and can be purchased on any working day between 10.00 hrs. To 15.00 hrs. (excluding Sundays,
Mondays and public holidays) from 22.09.2020 to 03.10.2020 on payment of Rs. 1000 + G.S.T @
18% = 1180/- (Total rupees One thousand one hundred eighty only) per set in cash (non-refundable)
against written application and on production of (a) Bank solvency certificate of minimum value
Rs.19.20 Lakhs (b) Latest income tax clearance certificate (Last 3 years), (c) List with evidence
of similar works (Shifting, Loading and Unloading of materials, handling of scrap etc) in hand and
completed in last seven years indicating agency for whom the work has been carried out, Value of
work, stipulated and actual completion period, Present status.(The cost of work 40% of 3 similar works,
60% of 2 similar works or 80% of 1 similar work) (d) Performance / completion certificates,(e) List
of Technical staff and administrative staff available(f) Annual Turnover during last five years (g)
Proof of GST registration and (h) PAN Card.
After examining these documents, blank tender forms shall be issued only to the firm prima facie found
competent to carry out the tender job. Sale of tender/ opening of tender do not imply acceptance/
approval. Tenders will not be sent by post. The tenders will be issued only after the verification of
certificates with the originals.
Tenders duly filled in should be placed in sealed cover, prescribed with the name of work, should be
deposited in the box provided at Security counter, Vashi Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near
Govt. Ware House, Turbhe, Navi Mumbai-400 703, upto 14.00 hrs. On 06.10.2020 and will be opened
by Senior Manager (Engineering Support), BRIT, in his office at 15.00 hrs. On 06.10.2020 in the
presence of such contractors who desires to attend.
Acceptance of tenders will rest with the Chief Executive, BRIT, Vashi Complex, who does not bind
himself to accept the lowest or any other offer and reserves to him the right to reject any or the entire
offer received without assigning any reason whatsoever.
Offers which do not fulfill all or any of the above conditions and incomplete in any respect are liable
to be summarily rejected.
For further details regarding eligibility of contractors, conditions please visit www.britatom.gov.in
Senior Manager (Engineering Support)
For and on behalf of The President Of India

Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board is pleased to offer the following Lands to the potential investors Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board is pleased to offer the following unique Heritage Building
on unique locations to set up tourism project as mentioned below on DBFOT basis : Situated near tourist destinations to the potential investor to develop Heritage Hotels on DBFOT
District Land Details and Area basis :
Sheopur 1. Resort at Tiktoli Near Palpur Kuno wild life area (4.734 Hect.) S.No. | Village Tehsll District Area in Hect.
(Tah.-Karahal) 1. Kyoti Fort (Near Kyoti waterfall) Rewa Rewa 2.213
Mandasaur Resort/Hoteland other tourism project at Gandhi sagar Near Gandhi 2 Singhpur Mahal (Near Chanderi) Chanderi Ashoknagar 0.805
(Tah.- sagar dam .
Bhanpura) 1. Block No. 03 Halka No. 01 (0.910 Hect.) 3. Baldevgarh Fort (Near Orchha) Gwalsagar Tikamgarh 5.204

2. Block No. 03 Halka No. 01 (1.390 Hect.) 4 Vijayraghavgarh Fort (Near Katni) Katni Katni 3.246

3. Block No. 03 Halka No. 01 (2.200 Hect) 5.  |Benazir Palace (In Bhopal) Bhopal Bhopal 0.798+0.694
Umariya 1. Resort at Tala Near Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (3.642 Hect.) . .
(Tah.-Manpur)|2. Resort at Tala Near Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (4.07 Hect) The RFP documents can be downloadet_:l from webs_|te www.mptenders.gov.in RFP

documents can also be seen at www.tourism.mp.gov.in
Alirajpur 1. Resortand Adventure Activities at Jhandana Narmada River area M.P. Madhyam/98480/2020 MANAGING DIRECTOR
(Tah.-Sondwa,|(2.432 Hect.) -
Katthiwada) |2. Resortand Adventure Activities atIndalavat Narmada River area (4.680 Hect.) Government of !Ndla
Burh 1. Resort/Hotel at Rahi Near Burh A Herit City (5.000 Hect.) Department of Atomic Energy
urhanpur . Resort/Hotel at Rahipura Near Burhanpur, eritage City (5. ect. L .
(Tah.- 2. Resort/Hotel at Fatehpur Near Burhanpur, A Heritage City (4.790 Hect.) Board of Radiation and Isotope Technology
ENGINEERING GROUP
Burhanpur) . : J
- Vashi Complex, Navi Mumbai 400703
Betul (Tah.- |1. Resort at Gurgunda Near Satpura National Park Range (7.932 Hect.) 21.09.2020
Shahpur, 2. Resort/Wellness Centre/Fixed Tenting Units at Khapa on bank of Sapna
Multai) Dam (01.00 Hect.) _ _ TI_ENDER NOTIC_E NO. BRIT/E_SI2020-2021I02
- Chief Executive, BRIT, Vashi Complex, behind APMC Fruit Market, near Govt. Ware House, Turbhe,

Jabalpur 1. Resort/Hotel/Weliness Centre at Nanhakheda Near Bargi Dam (4.840 Hect.) | | Navi Mumbai - 400703, for and on behalf of The President Of India hereby invites sealed tenders
(Tah.- 2. Resort/Hotel at Nanhakheda Near Bargi Dam (0.405 Hect.) from eligible contractors on the approved list of Central/State PWD, MES, Railway and others for the
Jabalpur) 3. Hotel Cum Convention Centre or 4-5 Star Hotel at Mehgavan Near Jabalpur following work.

airport (4.510 Hect.) Description : Annual Contract - Shifting, Loading and Unloading of materials, handling
Hoshangabad |1. Resort at Chirrai Near Pachmarhi (6.098 Hect.) of scrap etc. at Vashi Complex for the year 2020 — 2021.

New Delhi

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
The beginning of the
week is bound to be
dominated by
questions of money;,
and what you canand can’t
afford will be the overriding
issue of the times. Don’t expect
everything to be completed
today, for there are further
changes waiting in the wings.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
Abuild-up of lively
lunar alignments is
already sending
emotional ripples in

your direction. The waters of

life may soon be a little
choppier than you would like,
but you may use any changes
inyour routine as an
opportunity for self-reflection.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
You may be
concerned first
with how to put
your ideas into

practice, and secondly with

how to prevent certain other
people from knowing exactly
what you're planning. Take
trusted individuals into your
confidence sooner rather

than later, and you'll stand a

better chance of getting

your way.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Think ahead. You
may be concerned
with the need to
fulfilimmediate

responsibilities, but your day

will be all the more successful
if you have a long-term
strategy. This, you see, will
enable you to identify the
underlying patterns in

your affairs.

LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)

The heart of all
current questions
concerns your
ambitious desire to

"be somebody’. If you fail to

make any effort in this

direction you will

bring frustration upon

yourself. Ultimately, it doesn’t

matter whether you

succeed or fail, just as long

asyou try.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Athome and in your
private life you
should expect a
fair degree of

confusion. This is to be

welcomed as a sign that
change is being forced upon
you, giving you the
opportunity to make whatever
improvements you feel are
necessary. Try to ensure that
everyone sharesin

the benefits.

= GURGAON
Mehrauli Road, Sukhrali

Gurugram-122001
Tel: 0124-4560000
Fax: 0124-4560456

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Management Development
Institute (MDI), one of the
premier Business School in
India, invites tender for: -

* Supply of Wooden furniture
for New PGPM Hostel.
The tender details can be
obtained from the MDI website
www.mdi.ac.in Corrigendum /
Addendum to this publication if
any, would appear only on the said
website and not be published.
CAO (Administration)

PerAnnum]

The last date for submission of duly filled-in both the tender documents is 20/10/2020 at
11:30 hrs. For further details including amendments, if any, as well as downloading the
tender documents, please visit our website https://www.brbnmpl.co.in

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

No. SA/A/RS/ED/OT/20-21/8,
Date:18/09/2020.
The Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Rolling Stock, Southern Railway, Electric
Loco Shed, Erode acting for and on
behalf of The President of India invites
online E-tender for the under mentioned
work.

Name of the work: Works contract for
Up- gradation of Smoothing Reactor type
SL-30 of Electric Locomotives available
at Electric Loco Shed, Southern Railway,
Salem Division, Erode. Tender Value:
327,83,970/- Earnest Money Deposit:
¥55,700/- Cost of tender document:
33,360/- Completion Period:
6 months. Closing Date & Time:
09/10/2020 @ 11.00 hrs

For further details interested
persons may kindly log on to
http://lwww.ireps.gov.in.
Railway reserves the right to issue any
corrigendum to the tender till ten days
prior to the opening of the tender.
Tenderers are advised to check the web
site before submitting their offer whether
any such corrigendum to the tender has
beenissued or not.
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Rolling Stock, Southern Railway,
Electric Loco Shed, Erode.

Follow us on : @ twitter.com/@GMSRailway

BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK NOTE MUDRAN (P) LIMITED

(Wholly owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India)
P.0.: RBNML, Salboni - 721132, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal.
Phone No.: 03227-280176 / 280317; Fax No.:03227-280744 / 280222

National Competitive Bidding (NCB)

Tenders under two part bidding system are invited from experienced, resourceful, reputed &
bonafide Suppliers/Service Providers/Agencies/Contractors (as applicable) for the following:-
1. Operation & Maintenance of Utility Equipment including Housekeeping, Sanitation and
other related works at Press Area as well as Township and other allied areas at BRBNMPL
Salboni, Tender No. 017/SAL/PUR/2020-21 [Estimated Cost - 145.20 Lakh Per Annum]

2. Supply of Medicines & Medical items for Plant Hospital through Annual Contract Basis
at BRBNMPL, Salboni Tender No. 018/SAL/PUR/2020-21 [Estimated Cost - X 60.00 Lakh

Deputy General Manager & O-I-C

for following work.

Government of India
i Department of Atomic Energy
gl Board of Radiation & Isotope Technology

Chief Executive, BRIT/Senior General Manager, Engg& CP, BRIT,
Vashi Complex, Sector 20, Vashi, Navi Mumbai 400703, hereby invites
sealed tenders on behalf of the President of India for item rate tender

Tender Notice No.

BRIT/CNM/ENGG/WC/2020/0827/01

Name of Work

Supply, Installation, commissioning and training
of the Video Conferencing (VC) facility with 3-year
onsite comprehensive warranty at Board Room, BRIT
Vashi complex, Navi Mumbai as per cable layout and
system architecture given in Annexure-Il.

Estimated cost
(Incl. GST)

Rs. 12,60,000/- (Rupees Twelve lakh Sixty
Thousand Only) including GST.

Earnest money deposit

Rs. 25,200/-

(Rs Twenty Five thousand two hundred only)
(This deposit should be either in the form of
deposited on call receipt or Demand Draft issued in
favour of Pay and Accounts Officer, BRIT payable at
Trombay or the amount paid to the Reserve Bank of
India and receipted Challans. (The same should be
enclosed separately in a sealed envelope to be
submitted with the tenders technical and Price bid).

Completion Period

Two Months

Security Deposit

5% Performance Guarantee + 2.5% Security Deposit

Cost of Tender
documents

Rs. 590/- (Rupees Five Hundred& Ninety only)
including 18% GST

Sale of Tender documents

22-09-2020 to 06-10-2020

Date of submission &
opening of tender

Up to 14:00 hrs or before on 13/10/2020 and
will be opened by him/her in his/her office at
15:00 Hrs. on 13/10/2020.

For detail NIT, kindly visit website https://www.britatom.gov.in

Manager, CNM, BRIT
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MANE’S TWIN STRIKES SINK CHELSEA

Two goals from Sadio Mane just after halftime eased champions Liverpool to a 2-0 win
over 10-man Chelsea in the Premier League season's first heavyweight clash at Stamford
Bridge on Sunday.

REUTERS

SANDIPG
SEPTEMBER 21

SYNOPSIS: Iceman Stoinis ends Agarwal’s
night on tragic note

Helter-skelter end

THE INDIAN Premier League might have be-
gun on Saturday, but it hit the ground running
only on Sunday with a textbook T20 match that
drained the full range of emotions. It was a
strange slow-burning match that exploded to-
wards the final stretch. Then it was all a blur,
twists and turns springing from every corner.

Delhi had the match in their grasp until
Mayank Agarwal cut loose. But just when he
seemed to steer Punjab toa famous win, he held
out tiresomely, eventually taking the match to
super-over, which turned out tobe anon-event.
Punjab made the lowest score in a powerplay,
which Delhi surpassed without fuss. Add tothe
intrigue a run that was called short — the third
ball of the 19th over in Punjab’s innings. It was
helter-skelter, exhaustive stuff by the time
Rishabh Pant seized victory off the third ball of
the Super Over. But the real story is how it
reached the Super Over.

Iceman Stoinis

Onatopsy-turvy night, it was Marcus Stoinis
who imparted the decisive twist to the match.
Defending 13 off the last over; he conceded 12 off
his first three, but then managed a dot ball with
awide shortdelivery, before taking out Agarwal
and Chris Jordan off the last two balls. Both of
them were arguably boundary balls, but Stoinis
could donowrongon the night. And how Stoinis
trusted himself and had fun.

Whenever Stoinis strides out to the field, he
hears his father’s voice inside his head: “Have
fun, trust yourself.” It was his late father’s ad-
vice on the morning of his T20 debut five years
ago. The advice is more sentimental to him
thesedays, as his father died in 2018 afteralong
battle with cancer.

But living his father’s words on the field in
international cricket has not been as straight-
forward. For every time he walks ontoafield, it
seems as if an unbearable burden is thrust on
his square shoulders. Too many thoughts
churning and spinninginside his head perhaps,
drowning out his father’s voice. As a conse-
quence, his Australia career has so far swung
between uncertainty and instability. So have
been his IPL stints, into his fifth year with neg-
ligible credentials. “I don’t know what goes
wrong,” he once confessed to australia.com.au.

Then he began listening to the podcasts of
feted industrial designer Elon Musk and
American marathon runner David Goggins, be-
sides consulting a noted Sydney-based sports
psychologist Dave Diggle. Soon he realised: “It's
moreaboutmindset. It's more about the energy
you've gotto get ready to perform, it's about fol-
lowing the process and keeping a clear mind,
more so than taking a big front step forward.”

Gradually, he detoxed his mind, and as his
father had counselled, he began to trust him-
self and have more fun. As he did on Sunday,
single-handedly lifting his side to a competi-
tive total with a whirlwind 21-ball 53. An on-
side favoured player, he began his carnage by
smearing Jordan’s off-cutter over long, just
waiting on his back-foot and bludgeoning the
delivery. A stroke that was all muscle and bot-
tomhand.Soon he began shufflinginthe crease
to dishevel the bowlers’ lengths, a recent im-
provisation to his game that resulted in a jack-
pot BBL— heregistered arecord 705 runs from
17 matches at a phenomenal average of 54.23.

It’s all happening in Dubai

Collapses, surges, momentum swings, a short run, tied scores and Super Over later, Delhi beat Punjab in a textbook T20 match

After a stellar rescue act with the bat, Delhi Capitals’ all-rounder Marcus Stoinis struck in the final two deliveries of the KXIP
innings to send the match into the Super Over. BCcI

“Iwas more willing to move around the crease
alittle bit (during the BBL) and create a few op-
tions and change the dynamic of the game,"
Stoinis told reporters in England.

Buteven when he’s moving, his head is still
and the body supremely balanced, so that he
canmakelate adjustmentslike when herealised
that a Jordan delivery was shorter than he had
anticipated. He was already bending down for
theramp, but he froze in his movement, waited
for the delivery and glided it over fine-leg with
nuclear-tipped precision. His batting was a per-
fect storm of power and ingenuity. Poor Jordan,
who was at his wits’ end in containing him, es-
pecially inthelast over wherein he plundered 24
runs off his first five deliveries, toying with his
lengths as if he were first-term rookie and not
an experienced T20 speed merchant. The 57
runs that Delhi amassed in the last three overs
turned out to be the difference in the end. And
36 came off 11 balls Stoinis faced.

Tragic hero Mayank

If IPL was the one unticked box off his ca-
reer —the last two years have been about prov-
ing himself in the longest format — Mayank
Agarwal demonstrated with a knock of utter
callousness that this might be the edition that
would see his emergence as aT20 player.

As remarkable as his stroke-play was his
serenity. Kings XI Punjab were in strife from

THE SUPER OVER

KinGs XI:2/2

0.1: Rabada strays onto Rahul’s pads;
flicked to deep square-leg for a brace.
0.2: Rahulsslices a short-pitched
Rabada delivery to Axar at deep
square-leg.

0.3: Pooran’s stumps are
dismantled by a fiery Rabada
yorker.

DELHI CAPITALS: 3/0

0.1: Pant goes for a mighty slog,
misses a widish delivery from
Shami; norun.

0.2: Shami bowls it down the leg-
side; wide signalled.

0.3: Pant works it to fine-leg for a
brace.

RESULT: DCwinthe 1 over eliminator.

time to time, the required run-rate was shoot-
ing over the roof, the support batsmen were
running, his own strike-rate was middling, but
he remained unflustered, egging himself on be-

PADDY UPTON ON IMPACT OF ISOLATION ON PLAYERS

‘You can overeat, lose motivation, be on social media to run away from the experience’

SANDEEP DWIVEDI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 20

THE MIND guru who helped India win the
2011 cricket World Cup, South African
Paddy Upton, is worried about the mental
health of players dealing with long-spells
of isolation in the bio-bubble and fluctua-
tions in their performances on the field dur-
ing the ongoing Indian Premier League be-
ing played in the time of the pandemic.

With the experience of coaching five
teams in IPL, Australia’s Big Bash and
Pakistan Super League behind him, Upton
says that following the restrictive COVID-
19 protocols for more than two months in
an alien land can get “mentally exhaust-
ing”. This fragile mental state, the Masters
in Sports Science infers, can further result
in players pulling out of the tournament
or allowing the trauma to take a “toll on
their mental health”. Raising a red flag,
Upton gives a subtle but serious warning
by saying “it remains to be seen how hard
itis going to get”.

The most vulnerable group, according
to him, are those who can’t afford to walk
out of this multi-million league and miss
out on a hefty pay cheque. “I feel most
sorry for those players who are not finan-
cially well off. They have to dig deep and
realise that ‘I have to be here to make
money’ and it will take a toll on their men-

tal health,” he says.

Painting a depressing picture of a player
finding it difficult to cope with isolation
without the option of flying out home,
Upton says nothing could have prepared the
cricketers for this unprecedented situation.

“There will be those who wouldn’t be
able to manage the situation very well. They
can lose motivation, self-discipline and stop
exercising. They can overeat, get up late and
put on weight. It also can be too much in-
ternet, TV, or social media in an effort to
numb themselves and try to run away from
the experience.”

He says only a “lucky” few can eject out
of the bio-bubble. “As for the few lucky
players who will have the financial re-
serves, they can afford to say that this is re-
ally not working, ‘I want to get out of here
and return to a little bit of normality,” he
says. Upton says some pull-outs have al-
ready taken place and more will follow.
“You will see more players going home and
justsaying ‘[ can’t handle this and it is get-
ting too uncomfortable. And it is affecting
my mental health.”

The one-time Rajasthan Royals coach
says this season could turn out to be “ex-
tremely difficult” for foreign players and
those who don'’t find a place in the play-
ing XI. “For players who are not in the play-
ing XI, IPL is very difficult even when it is
being played in India because they don’t
get playing time for two-and-a-half

tween every delivery and wiping the thick
beads of sweat dripping down his brows. His
knock was almost MS Dhoni like in rendition
— scoringjust above run-a-ball, biding his time,
assessing his bowlers, surveying the gaps and
weighing up hisoptions. Hewas 38 off 39 atthe
16th over, Delhi requiring 53 off 24 deliveries,
with just lower-order for company.

And then heembraced beast mode, spank-

ing Andre Nortje for abrace of delicious bound-
aries, first a chip over mid-off and then a slap
behind point, two of his most staple strokes.
Nextwas Mohit Sharma’s turn to bear the furi-
ous brunt of his batting. Aggarwal probably
sensed a weal-link in him and went full pelt,
massacring 17 runs. Rabada’s next overyielded
12 runs and Kings were sniffing the victory be-
fore amanic last over. Agarwal smacked 12 off
the first three balls, but perished on the penul-
timate delivery with his side just a run away
from the target. The tie took the match to the
Super Over, which Delhi Capital won. Adiscon-
solate Mayank would be wondering howasin-
gle run turned him from a potential hero to a
tragic hero.
BRIEF SCORES: Delhi Capitals: 157/8 and
3/0 (Marcus Stoinis 53, Shreyas Iyer 39,
Mohammad Shami 3/15; Sheldon Cottrel
2/24) defeat Kings XI Punjab: 157/8 and 2/2
(Mayank Agarwal 89; Ravi Ashwin 2/1;
Marcus Stoinis 2/29) in the Super Over.
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Sports psychologist Paddy Upton explains the ‘mental exhaustion’ from staying in
abio-bubble for along time. Express

months. The foreign internationals when
not playing in the past years when in India,
they would go and see their friends in
other teams. Now, they cannot socialise, it
is going to be a very long and tiring and
mentally exhausting IPL for them.”

But virtually every player is in the
same boat, Upton quickly adds. “Most of
these players (Indians) have already been
in lengthy isolation at home during the
domestic lockdown experience. And some

players like the Australians and the
English have been in bio-bubbles during
their series in England. So, these players
have already gone through isolation fa-
tigue and it is only going to get worse in
the IPL because everyone is in a foreign
country. No one is at home. Even the tel-
evision channels are unfamiliar, so I think
itis going to be very difficult.”

Fresh from the success of his best-selling
biography-cum self-help book, Barefoot Coach,

EMOTIONAL ROLLER COASTER

Hot heads, calm minds and everything in between at the game.

Ashwin’s cry of pain and ruffle of comfort

A MAGICAL over where he grabbed two
wickets to spin the game his team’s way
ended in pain and tears for R Ashwin. The
medical prognosis is awaited but the fear
is the DC bowler might have dislocated
his shoulder as he fell, trying to stop the
ball that was rolling away at quite a dis-
tance to his right.

Almost immediately, he clutched his
left shoulder and grimaced in severe
pain. And by the time the physio rushed
to the ground, Ashwin was in tears. Dean
Jones reckoned that he might be out of
action for at least a month in a worst case
scenario. Not to mention it cost him three
overs today as the match was tied

What a contrast it was to the sheer joy
he had experienced in the first five balls
against his old team Kings XI Punjab. His
stint as a captain last year with that team
wasn't all that pleasant and he struck
with his first delivery when he foxed
Karun Nair into top-edging a forceful
swat. A classic Ashwin moment came up
in the fifth ball.

It was the ball that he releases as if he
is turning the door-knob and slips it
through his thumb and index finger and
the ball skids on straight with the angle
from round the stumps. The left-handed
Nicholas Pooran has a reputation of being
good against spin but was clueless here,
pushing outside the line, playing for the
spin, and losing his stumps.

Now, Ashwin was against his old rival
Glenn Maxwell; both have been going at
each other for a few years now. We will
perhaps not know whether it was the
scent of the battle against the old rival
that propelled him to run after a ball that
was at a fair distance from him or was it
just the adrenalin after taking two wick-
ets but he shuffled across and threw in a
fairly innocuous dive that had no chance
of stopping the ball. As he fell, something
jarred in his shoulder. The experienced

R Ashwin’s immediate future with the
Delhi Capitals was put in doubt after he
left the field with a shoulder injury.

physio Patrick Farhat, who worked with
the Indian team for years until the last
world cup, had one look at the injury and
immediately decided the best course of
action was to get his man out of there.
There was one moment of tenderness in
this pensive moment. As a teary eyed
Ashwin walked off, the coach Ricky
Ponting walked over to ruffle his hair.
Ponting must have realised the pathos of
the moment.

For months now, the cricket tragic
Ashwin has been talking on the game on
twitter and YouTube. He has spoken with
cricketers to performance analysts about
various intricate aspects of the game, and
even posed a few tough questions to
Ponting about his views on mankading.
Just six balls into the tournament, five of
which provided him unadulterated ela-
tion, his dream was threatening to turn
into a nightmare.

Rishabh Pant’s stubbornness
IT'SNOT that Rishabh Pant doesn’t want to
learn but he isa man who is confident he
doesn’t need to change his game. The
teenaged IPL debutant Ravi Bishnoi wouldn't
have minded Pant's
bull-headedness
frankly. Bishnoi kept
sliding the ball across
the left-hander who
kept trying to drag it to
the onside. Bishnoi
seemed to harness
Rashid Khan in his style and Pant was just
being Pant. Heave and miss. Pant would then
tell his partner that it was a googly. Of course
it was; not that he changed his shot as he yet
again tried to slog against the spin. Not once
did he try to go with the turn. Finally, a goo-
gly ricocheted off an inside edge of an at-
tempted slog and fell on the stumps, trigger-
ing a wondrous scream of joy from the
youngster for his first wicket on the big stage.

Chris Jordan’s emptiness

HOW BADLY can a game of cricket turn
out for you? Don’t tweet out that ques-
tion to Chris Jordan. He was looted for
30 runs by Marcus Stoinis and co. in
the final over that pushed Delhi
Capitals past 150, a total that looked
hardly possible at one stage. Were the
cricketing gods done with him yet?
Nope. The poor man had go through
more trauma. He was deemed to have
run a run short in the 19th over by the
umpire though replays suggested his
bat was inside the line. He was left to
face the final ball of the chase. He
needed just a run and Stoinis actually
repaid his earlier largesse with a full
toss on the legs but his nightmare re-
fused to go away. He scooped it
straight to square-leg, dragging the
match into Super Over where his team
tamely surrendered.

SRIRAM VEERA

Most of these players (Indians)
have already been in lengthy
isolation at home during the
domestic lockdown experience.
And some players like the
Australians and the English have
been in bio-bubbles during their
series in England. So, these players
have already gone through
isolation fatigue and it is only going
to get worse in the IPL because
everyoneisin aforeign country.”

PADDY UPTON

Upton has some remedies that can help play-
ers deal with the tedium of staring at the same
roof lying in bed for close to 80 days.

He suggests that in case the cricketers
want to take their minds away from the fail-
ure on field or the claustrophobic feeling of
being indoors for long hours, they “need to
have a productive, proactive building block
in their life that is away from cricket.” He
suggests learning a new skill, taking up an
online course, or even something as simple
as “putting on the video to learn dancing”.

Though, he does add a disclaimer. “What
is so important is they find activities away
from cricket where they can get a good ex-
perience. It could be some success or learn-

ing. But by it, I don’t mean getting good at
Playstation and XBox or spending more
time on social media.”

There are a couple of aspects about the
bio-bubble that puzzle Upton. For one, he
can’t understand why players aren’t al-
lowed to invite teammates to their rooms.
This, he says, is a rule that throws up more
problems than solutions. And secondly, he
can’t get the logic of teams who have opted
to stay in high-rise hotels in city centres and
not some resort with a private beach.

“I find it quite remarkable that some
teams have actually known that they are
going to a bio-bubble but have procured a
high-rise in the middle of a city. It is cer-
tainly going to work against their players
and teams at the back end of the tourna-
ment. Some teams have booked themselves
in resort- type hotels that have their own
beaches where a person can go and swim.
[ know it is hot there so they can’t spend
much time out but it is going to get cooler.
The teams that have got outdoor facilities
will manage a lot better and longer than the
teams in high rises or a city centre with no
open spaces,” Upton says.

Anything he would do in case he was
coaching an IPL team this time? “I would
start talking to the England and Australia
players who have been in a bio-bubble for
along time. Those experiences can be trans-
lated immediately. Those learnings can be
brought into the IPL.”
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