Tribe categorisation work delays benefits under SEED

Exercise on since its launch in February to include 1400 communities under SC, ST and OBC for scheme benefits

ABHINAY LAKSHMAN
NEW DELHI
Till 8 p.m. on Monday, the
Union Social Justice Ministry
received 402 applications
online from across the coun-
try for benefits under the
Scheme for Economic Empo-
werment of Denotified, No-
madic, Semi-nomadic
(SEED) Tribes. More than 10
crore Indians from 1,400
communities belong to these
groups, show the latest esti-
mates available with the
government.

None of the applications
received so far on the SEED’s

online portal has been ap-
proved yet. Multiple officials
say the exercise to categorise
all 1,400 communities under
the Scheduled Caste, Sche-
duled Tribe and Other Back-
ward Classes is holding up
the implementation of the
scheme, unveiled in Febru-
ary by Social Justice Minister

Virendra Kumar.

Welfare options

The scheme aims to provide
free  competitive = exam

coaching to students, health
insurance and financial assis-
tance for housing and uplift

clusters of these communi-
ties through livelihood initia-
tives. The Ministry has been
allocated %200 crore for this
scheme to be spent over five
financial'years from 2021-22
to 2025-26.

At the time of the launch,
the Ministry announced that
the scheme would be imple-
mented through an online
portal that would issue a un-
ique ID to each applicant to
apply and track the status of
the application online.

Of the applications re-
ceived on the portal so far, 17
are for free coaching, 111 for

health insurance, 222 for
housing, and 52 for liveli-
hood assistance, the Minis-
try said.

The applications are still
being reviewed at the State
and district levels, officials
said.

While the Anthropologi-
cal Survey of India (AnSI)
and Tribal Research Insti-
tutes are studying 267 unca-
tegorised communities to
classify them under SC, ST,
or OBC, ificonsistencieshave
been hindering the process-
ing of SEED applications.
The categorisation of these

communities by the Idate
Commission left room for in-
accuracies as outlined by the
commission in its 2018 re-
port.

For instance, some com-
munities such as the Banjara
were under the SC list in Del-
hi, the ST list in Rajasthan
and the OBC list in Uttar Pra-
desh.

The commission said
some communities were un-
der different lists in different
districts even within a State.

NITI Aayog officials moni-
toring the exercise told The
Hindu, “The AnSI is expect-

ed to submit reports on all
the communities by
October.”

Government officials said
the categorisation of DNTs,
NTs and SNTs is essential for
the implementation of SEED
because there is no schedule
in the Constitution providing
for their reservation. “So, we
are asking State govern-
ments to uniformly categor-
ise these communities under
SC, ST, or OBC lists and then
provide a sub-categorisation
in their certificates, declar-
ing them as either DNT, NT,
or SNT,” an official said.
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