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How disruptive will the draft telecommunication

bill be?

The draft Indian Telecommunications 2022 bill, which seeks to address problems in the telecom sector,
may have far reaching effects on OTT services, spectrum allocations and other fields. Find out how
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Telecom
spectrum
is similar
to atma.

It’s ajar.
It’s amar,
as the
Bhagwad
Gita
describes.

It has no
physical

form, yet
itis

omnipresent. That’s how the government imagines spectrum, in the Explanatory Note to the draft Indian

Telecommunication Bill, 2022.

To enable efficient use of spectrum, the Centre may also ‘re-farm’ or ‘harmonise’ any frequency range
assigned by auction, or administrative process.
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contentious. May create a level-playing field between telcos and OTT. Language suggests greater
centralisation of powers.
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Likewise, the spectrum allocated to telecom companies that are undergoing insolvency and are unable to
offer services, pay dues or comply with license conditions, will be taken back by the government.

Next, ti

Peeyush Vaish, Partner & Telecom Sector Leader, Deloitte India says, govt will not change rules with
retrospective effect. OTT services may have to verify their users. Bill says grant of RoW should be non-
discriminatory.

The Bill also raises some concerns. Experts indicate, the Centre cannot take coercive action against states or
municipal corporations to impose ‘right of way’ rules, as land is a state subject.

More clarity is required as to how the government plans to regulate OTT communication services under this
Bill.

Analysts also worry that the Bill will adversely impact the consultative role of TRAI, weakening its position.
It excludes the obligation of the government to consult TRAI on licensing issues.
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