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What is ‘Constitutional Morality’?

- “adherence to the core values, 
principles, and procedures enshrined in 
the Constitution”

- Constitutional Functionaries, Institutions, 
Citizens - liberty, equality, fraternity, 
justice and rule of law

- Gap - legal compliance and ethical 
governance - Majoritarian Impulse

Historical and Philosophical Roots

● History of Greece (1846) - citizens’ deep 
reverence for the constitution - DISSENT

● Indian Context - Dr. B.R. Ambedkar - 
Constituent Assembly Debates

- “top dressing on an 
undemocratic soil”

- Needs to be ‘Cultivated’
- MORAL COMPASS

Morality & Law: The Relationship

Law - means to enforce moral order

● Shaw vs DPP (1962)
● Hart-Devlin debate (1960s)
● P. Rathinam vs Union of India (1994)
● Ancient India - Dharma

Essential Components of 
Constitutional Morality

● Respect for Constitutional Supremacy
● Rule of Law and Due Process
● Democratic Spirit and Tolerance for 

Dissent
● Institutional Accountability and Checks & 

Balances
● Commitment to Equality and Fraternity
● Constitutional Patriotism

Judicial Evolution in India

● Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala, 
1973

● Manoj Narula v. Union of India, 2014
● NCT of Delhi v. Union of India, 2018
● Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, 2018
● Indian Young Lawyers Association v. 

State of Kerala (Sabarimala case), 2018
● K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, 2017

Constitutional Morality vs. Public 
Morality

Importance in Indian Democracy

● Prevents Majoritarianism
● Strengthens Rule of Law
● Protects Rights and Freedoms
● Builds Trust in Institutions
● Ensures Ethical Governance

Aspect Constitutional 
Morality

Public 
Morality

Basis Rooted in 
constitutional 
values

Rooted in 
prevailing social 
norms

Nature Rational &  
universal

Often 
majoritarian

Objective Protection of 
rights & dignity

Preservation of 
social order

Example Decriminalisation 
of homosexuality

Opposition to 
same-sex 
relationships
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Challenges in Upholding Constitutional 
Morality

● Populism and Political Expediency
● Erosion of Institutional Autonomy
● Social and Religious Conservatism
● Citizens’ Apathy

Way Forward

● Civic Constitutionalism
● Institutional Integrity
● Judicial Prudence
● Political Accountability
● Citizen Responsibility

Mains Practise Question
“Constitutional morality acts as a 
safeguard against majoritarian 
impulses in a democracy.”
In the light of recent judicial 
pronouncements, critically examine the 
role of constitutional morality in 
upholding the transformative vision of 
the Indian Constitution.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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● Tropical regions - Higher insolation - 
Warming of seas

● Coriolis Force - Rt in N.H. & Lt in S.H
● Anti-Clockwise in N.H. & Clockwise in S.H.

● Why does the Bay of Bengal often 
witness cyclones?
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Various Types of Cyclones

Naming of Cyclones
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Naming of Cyclones

Mains Practise Question
How are tropical Cyclones formed? 
What are the reasons that Bay of Bengal 
witness more cyclonic formations then 
Arabian Sea? Also elaborate upon the 
naming of Tropical Cyclones. .

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Context and Key Findings

● The IUCN released its World Heritage 
Outlook 4 Report (2025) assessing the 
conservation status of natural and 
mixed World Heritage Sites.

● It evaluates sites based on four 
categories:
○ Good, Good with some concerns, 

Significant concern, and Critical.
● The report highlights a decline in global 

conservation outlook, marking the first 
time the percentage of sites with a 
“positive outlook” has dropped 
significantly.

● In South Asia, several natural sites, 
including India’s, are facing mounting 
threats from multiple pressures.

Indian Sites Categorised as ‘Significant 
Concern’

● Western Ghats, Manas National Park 
(Assam), and Sundarbans National 
Park (West Bengal) have been classified 
as of “Significant Concern.”

● These areas face increasing habitat 
degradation, biodiversity loss, and 
anthropogenic pressures.

Key Threats Identified by IUCN

● The report attributes four major threats 
to the loss of habitats and species 
across South Asia:
○ Climate Change – altering rainfall 

patterns, temperature, and 
species distribution.

○ Tourism Activities – unregulated 
tourism leading to waste, habitat 
disturbance, and human-wildlife 
conflict.

○ Invasive Alien Species – 
threatening native biodiversity.

○ Infrastructure (Roads and 
Railways) – fragmenting habitats 
and increasing roadkills.

● Other associated threats:
○ Forest fires
○ Hunting and poaching
○ Waste disposal and 

encroachment
○ Illegal logging

Overall Trend in Conservation Outlook

● Of the 228 sites assessed since 2014, 
around 63% had a positive outlook 
earlier (2014–2020).

● However, in 2025, this has declined to 
57%, indicating a worsening global 
scenario.

● The report notes that roads and railways 
have newly emerged among the top five 
threats to Asian natural heritage sites.
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India’s Performance in Other 
Categories

● “Good with some concerns” (4 Indian 
sites):
○ Great Himalayan National Park 

Conservation Area
○ Kaziranga National Park (Assam)
○ Keoladeo National Park 

(Rajasthan)
○ Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers 

National Parks (Uttarakhand)
● “Good” (1 Indian site):

○ Khangchendzonga National Park 
(Sikkim) – noted for effective 
conservation measures and 
stable ecosystem conditions.

The Ecological Importance and 
Vulnerability of the Western Ghats

● Ecological Significance:
○ Older than the Himalayas, the 

Western Ghats harbour 
exceptional biological diversity 
and endemism.

○ Home to around 325 globally 
threatened species (IUCN Red 
List), including the Nilgiri Tahr, 
endemic amphibians, and flora.

● Major Threats:
○ Hydropower projects (e.g., ₹5,843 

crore Sillahalla Pumped Storage 
Project in Nilgiris) — causing 
habitat fragmentation.

○ Tourism pressures — leading to 
garbage accumulation, animal 
ingestion of plastic, and 
human-animal conflict.

○ Conversion to plantations — 
replacing natural forest 
ecosystems with tea, coffee, or 
monoculture species.

○ Climate change impacts — 
forcing fauna like the Nilgiri 
flycatcher and black and orange 
flycatcher to migrate to higher 
altitudes.

○ Invasive species — such as 
Eucalyptus and Acacia 
(introduced during colonial era), 
colonising native forests.

Threats to the Sundarbans Ecosystem

● Ecological Importance: Largest 
mangrove forest in the world; critical 
tiger and fish habitat.

● Emerging Threats:
○ Rising salinity and heavy metal 

contamination.
○ Unsustainable resource 

extraction by local communities.
○ Sea-level rise and frequent storm 

surges reducing mangrove cover 
and biodiversity.

Hope Spots: Global Best Performers

● Seven sites in China were rated as “best 
protected and managed”, including:
○ Badain Jaran Desert–Towers of 

Sand and Lake
○ Chengjiang Fossil Site
○ Mount Huangshan

● These serve as global benchmarks for 
integrated management and effective 
ecological governance.
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Global Significance of Natural World 
Heritage Sites

● Although they cover less than 1% of 
Earth’s surface, these sites host:
○ Over 20% of global species 

richness,
○ Including 75,000+ plant species 

and 30,000+ animal species 
(mammals, birds, fish, reptiles, 
amphibians).

● Their conservation is vital for maintaining 
global biodiversity and ecosystem 
services.

Link to Global Biodiversity Framework

● The report aligns with the 
Kunming–Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (2022), which aims to halt 
biodiversity loss by 2030.

● The UNESCO World Heritage Convention 
is seen as a key instrument to bridge 
nature–culture conservation, ensuring 
protection of sites with exceptional 
biodiversity and ecosystem integrity.

 The Way Forward (as per the Report)

● Strengthen site-specific management 
and monitoring frameworks.

● Control unregulated tourism and 
infrastructure expansion near 
ecologically fragile zones.

● Restore degraded ecosystems through 

● community-based conservation 
models.

● Address climate adaptation and 
invasive species management through 
long-term ecological planning.

● Enhance international cooperation under 
UNESCO and IUCN frameworks.

Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve – Key 
Facts

● Geographical Location:
○ Situated in: The Nilgiri Hills of 

the Western Ghats.
○ Spread across: Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, and Karnataka.
● Major Protected Areas within the 

reserve:
○ Tamil Nadu: Mudumalai Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Mukurthi National 
Park.

○ Kerala: Wayanad Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Silent Valley 
National Park.

○ Karnataka: Bandipur National 
Park, Nagarhole National Park.

● Vegetation - Tropical evergreen 
forests, montane sholas, grasslands, 
moist deciduous forests, and thorn 
forests.

● Flora - It is home to 132 endemic 
plant species, including rare species 
like Adenoon, Calacanthus, and 
Frerea.

● Fauna - It hosts the largest 
population of Nilgiri Tahr and 
Lion-tailed macaque, along with 
elephants, tigers, gaurs, sambars, 
and chitals.

● Significance -  It is the first 
UNESCO-designated Biosphere 
Reserve in India (1986) under the Man 
and Biosphere Programme.
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The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (the 
Framework), which aims to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 
2030, was adopted in December 2022 at the 15th meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

It features 23 targets to be met by 2030 and four global goals to 
preserve biodiversity for current and future generations.

Although not binding, the landmark agreement is anticipated to 
have a significant impact on nations as they work to achieve their 
goals by creating new plans and regulations to combat climate 
change through tackling biodiversity loss.
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What is ASEAN?  

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is 
a regional grouping that aims to promote 
economic and security cooperation among its 
ten members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Establishment: It was established on 8 August 
1967 in Bangkok, Thailand, with the signing of 
the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) 
by the founding fathers of ASEAN: Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.
Aim: The motto of ASEAN is “One Vision, One 
Identity, One Community”.
Secretariat: ASEAN Secretariat is located in 
Jakarta, Indonesia.
ASEAN countries have a total population of 662 
million people and a combined gross domestic 
product (GDP) of $3.2 trillion as of 2022.
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The institutional mechanism of ASEAN 
include -

ASEAN Summit: It meets annually to discuss 
regional issues and set policy directions.
ASEAN Coordinating Council (ACC): It oversees 
the implementation of ASEAN agreements and 
decisions.
ASEAN Secretariat: It supports and facilitates 
ASEAN's activities and initiatives.
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF): It is a platform 
for dialogue and cooperation on political and 
security issues among ASEAN member 
countries and their partners.
Decision Making: It is done through 
consultation and consensus.
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INTERPOL Notices

The colour-coded Notices enable countries to 
share alerts and requests for information 
worldwide.

INTERPOL Notices are international requests for 
cooperation or alerts allowing police in member 
countries to share critical crime-related 
information.

Notices are issued by the General Secretariat at 
the request of a member country’s INTERPOL 
National Central Bureau and are made 
available for all our member countries to 
consult in our Notices database.

Notices can also be issued at the request of 
International Criminal Tribunals and the 
International Criminal Court to 

seek persons wanted for committing crimes 
within their jurisdiction, notably genocide, war 
crimes, and crimes against humanity. They can 
also be issued at the request of the United 
Nations in relation to the implementation of 
sanctions imposed by the Security Council.

Most Notices are for police use only and are not 
available to the public. However, an extract of 
the Notice can be published on this site if the 
requesting country wishes to alert the public or 
seek their help. All United Nations Special 
Notices are public.

Types of Notice

● Red Notice: To seek the location and 
arrest of persons wanted for prosecution 
or to serve a sentence.

● Yellow Notice: To help locate missing 
persons, often minors, or to help identify 
persons who are unable to identify 
themselves.

● Blue Notice: To collect additional 
information about a person’s identity, 
location or activities in relation to a 
criminal investigation.           

● Black Notice: To seek information on 
unidentified bodies.

● Green Notice: To provide warning about 
a person’s criminal activities, where the 
person is considered to be a possible 
threat to public safety.

● Orange Notice: To warn of an event, a 
person, an object or a process 
representing a serious and imminent 
threat to public safety.

● Purple Notice: To seek or provide 
information on modus operandi, objects, 
devices and concealment methods used 
by criminals.

● Silver Notice (pilot phase): To identify 
and trace criminal assets

● INTERPOL–United Nations Security 
Council Special Notice: Issued for 
entities and individuals who are the 
targets of UN Security Council Sanctions 
Committees.
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PM-JANMAN: A Lifeline for India’s Most 
Vulnerable Tribes

The Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha 
Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) is not just a scheme—it 
is a powerful mission of justice, dignity, and 
upliftment for India’s Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups (PVTGs). Launched with a vision 
of holistic development, this initiative is 
transforming lives in 75 PVTG communities 
across 18 states and 1 Union Territory, reaching 
the most remote corners of the country.
With a massive ₹24,104 crore investment, 
PM-JANMAN is bridging decades of neglect by 
ensuring access to the basics—housing, water, 
healthcare, education, nutrition, roads, and 
sustainable livelihoods.

Dharti Aaba Abhiyan: Transforming 
Tribal Heartlands, Village by Village

The Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh 
Abhiyan is a landmark initiative that ensures 
that governance benefits reach every tribal 
citizen. It reflects the Government of India’s 
unwavering commitment to Sabka Saath, 
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas, and 
places tribal communities at the centre of 
India’s development journey.

Launched by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs on 
October 2, 2024, the Abhiyan builds on the 
success of PM-JANMAN and represents a 
powerful step towards transforming tribal 
villages into hubs of opportunity and dignity. 
With a significant investment of ₹79,156 crore, 
this multi-sectoral initiative brings together 17 
ministries through 25 integrated 
interventions, offering a comprehensive model 
for grassroots development.
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Janjatiya Gaurav Divas: 
Honouring Tribal Legacy
To celebrate the invaluable 
contributions of tribal communities to 
India’s freedom struggle and 
nation-building, the Government of 
India observes Janjatiya Gaurav Divas 
every year on 15th November, in 
memory of Bhagwan Birsa Munda. The 
2024 celebration marked his 150th birth 
anniversary, and witnessed a 
nationwide outpouring of pride, 
participation, and policy-driven action 
aimed at preserving tribal heritage.

Learning to Lead: Education that Empowers

The Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) initiative 
has undergone a significant transformation over the 
past decade, evolving into a flagship programme 
aimed at providing quality education to tribal 
students across India. The government’s strategic 
interventions in policy, infrastructure, academics, and 
digital innovation have vastly improved access, 
governance, and learning outcomes for tribal youth. 
EMRS schools are now set up in every tribal block with 
over 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal 
residents (per 2011 Census). The Ministry has set the 
target to set up a total of 728 EMRS’s benefiting around 
3.5 lakh ST students across the country.
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Q1. Regarding constitutional morality in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The term “constitutional morality” was 
first used by Pandit J.L. Nehru.

2. Conventions of the Constitution form 
part of constitutional morality but are 
not enforceable by courts.

3. The Supreme Court held that courts can 
impose new disqualifications on 
ministers based on constitutional 
morality.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 2 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q2. Regarding tropical cyclones, consider the 
following statements:

1. They form over warm ocean waters with 
sea surface temperatures above 16°C.

2. The Coriolis force is essential for their 
formation.

3. They generally form near the equator, 
where the Coriolis effect is strongest.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 2 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q3. Regarding ASEAN, consider the following 
statements: 

1. ASEAN was established by the Bangkok 
Declaration of 1967.

2. India became a full-time member of 
ASEAN in 1992.

3. The ASEAN Secretariat is located in 
Jakarta, Indonesia.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. How many of the following statements 
regarding Interpol Notices is/are correct?

1. Interpol issues one type of colour-coded 
notice to share crime-related 
information among member countries.

2. Red Notice serves as an international 
arrest warrant enforceable under 
international law.

3. India’s National Central Bureau for 
Interpol functions under the Central 
Bureau of Investigation.

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below:
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q5. Regarding the e-Courts Project in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. It is a Mission Mode Project under the 
National e-Governance Plan.

2. The project is implemented by the 
Department of Justice along with the 
Supreme Court’s e-Committee.

3. Phase III of the project focuses on 
paperless courts and integration with 
digital public infrastructure.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1 only
c) 1, 2 and 3
d) 1 and 2 only

Answer: c




