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Judges of:

● the Supreme Court of India
● and High Courts

are expected to:

● Be independent of politics
● Uphold constitutional morality
● Maintain the highest ethical standards

👉 At the same time:

● No constitutional office can be above accountability
● Hence, the Constitution provides a removal 

mechanism, but designs it to be exceptionally 
stringent

Why is judicial removal such a sensitive issue?

Statutory framework: Judges 
(Inquiry) Act, 1968

Why was this Act needed?

● Article 124(5) allows Parliament to:
○ Regulate procedure for investigation 

of charges

👉 Parliament enacted:

● Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968
● Along with Judges Inquiry Rules

Constitutional provisions on judicial removal

Supreme Court Judge Article 124(4) & 124(5)

High Court Judge Articles 217(1)(b) & 218
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Where does the loophole lie?

🔴 Key flaw identified

The Act allows:

● Speaker/Chairman to 
disallow the motion

BUT:

● No conditions of 
admissibility are defined

● No reasons need to be 
recorded

Speaker acts as a statutory 
authority

Why is this 
power 

problematic?
Aspect Judges President

Motion 
admission

Discreti
onary

Mandatory

Speaker 
can reject?

Yes No
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🚀 Way Forward & Conclusion

Remove or 
limit 

Speaker/ 
Chairman’s 
discretion

Independent 
Judicial 

Complaints 
Authority

Discretion 
Reasons 
must be 
written 

and 
published

Graded 
Sanctions 

System

Automatica
lly trigger 

inquiry

Clearly define 
“misbehavio

ur” in 
statutory 

terms

Time- 
Bound 
Inquiry 
Process

Make 
Restateme

nt of 
Judicial 
Values 
legally 

enforceable

Mains Practise Question

While the Constitution rightly makes the removal of judges exceptionally 
difficult to preserve judicial independence, the unchecked discretion of the 
Speaker or Chairman to block an impeachment motion at the threshold 
undermines judicial accountability. Comment. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Why deltas matter

● Among the most fertile regions
● Support:

○ Dense populations
○ Agriculture
○ Ports and cities

📌 More than 340 million people globally live in 
deltas.

What is a river delta?

UPSC PYQ (P) 2015

Which one of the following 
regions of India has a 
combination of mangrove forest, 
evergreen forest and deciduous 
forest?

(a) North Coastal Andhra Pradesh 
(b) South-West Bengal 
(c) Southern Saurashtra 
(d) Andaman and Nicobar Islands
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Delta Primary 
Cause

Mains Data

1. Ganges - 
Brahmaputra 
(Sundarbans/ 
Bengal)

Groundwater 
Extraction 💧

• >90% of area is sinking.

2. Brahmani 
(Odisha)

Rapid 
Urbanization 🏗

• Most Severe: 77% of the delta is 
sinking at >5 mm/year.

3. Mahanadi 
(Odisha)

Urbanization + 
Mining

• 69% of the delta is sinking at >5 
mm/year.

4. Godavari 
(Andhra Pradesh)

Groundwater • Subsidence rate will exceed global 
sea-level rise even in worst-climate 
scenarios.

5. Cauvery (Tamil 
Nadu)

Groundwater 
Extraction

• Unsustainable farming/pumping 
causing collapse.

6. Kabani (Kerala) Mixed • Confirmed to be sinking faster than 
regional sea-level rise.
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Kolkata is highlighted as a specific warning.

● The "Weight" Problem: (heavy 
infrastructure on soft delta soil).

● Resource Consumption: Massive water 
pumping accelerates the descent.

● Result: 

Subsidence in Kolkata            Delta's average. 

This makes the city highly vulnerable to "Urban 
Flooding" during cyclones.

🏙 The Case of Kolkata (Urban Case Study)
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Government initiatives to protect deltas in India

MISHTI 
Scheme 

(2023–2028)
11 states, 2 UTs

CAMPA and 
MGNREGS

Sustainable 
Aquaculture 
In Mangrove 
Ecosystem

Living Deltas 
Transdisciplinary 

Research Hub

National Plan for 
Conservation of 

Aquatic 
Ecosystems

Protected 
Special 

Agriculture 
Zone in Kaveri 

Delta, TN

Project Dolphin

Mains Practise Question

Discuss the phenomenon of 'Relative Sea Level Rise' in the context of Indian 
Deltas. How does anthropogenic activity exacerbate this threat?
(15 Marks, 250 words)



SYLLABUS: GS 3: Internationalization of the "e-Rupee"
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 6

The 
Analyst 
Handout

22nd January 2026

What is a CBDC? (e-Rupee)

2 Types of CBDCs

🌉 RBI's "Digital Bridge" Proposal

CBDCs & cross border 
payments
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󰡷 Strategic Analysis: Why BRICS CBDC Linkage?

The "SWIFT" Problem 🌍
● Society for Worldwide Interbank 

Financial Telecommunication

● Russia, Iran banned from SWIFT

Checking "Black Money"

● Blockchain Advantage

● Traceability

UPSC PYQ (P) 2023

With reference to Central Bank digital currencies, consider the 

following statements :
1. It is possible to make payments in a digital currency without using US dollar or 

SWIFT system.

2. A digital currency can be distributed with condition programmed into it such 

as a time-frame for spending it.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

CBDCs & cross border 
payments
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UPSC PYQ (P) 2020

With reference to “Blockchain Technology”, consider the following statements:
1. It is a public ledger that everyone can inspect, but which no single user controls.

2. The structure and design of blockchain is such that all the data in it are about cryptocurrency only.

3. Applications that depend on basic features of blockchain can be developed without anybody’s 

permission.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

󰡷 Strategic Analysis: Why BRICS CBDC Linkage?

The "Trump" Risk 󰑔⚠
● US President Donald Trump has 

explicitly warned BRICS nations: 
Move away from the Dollar, and face 
100% tariffs.

● India’s initiatives for 
Internationalisation of rupee
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Status: SIDBI Act, 1989

What is Small Industries Development Bank of India?

₹5,000 Cr for SIDBI
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₹5,000 Cr for SIDBI
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🧱 First, What are Central Armed Police Forces?

Mandate

BSF 󰏝 Borders (Pakistan & Bangladesh)

CRPF 🛡 Internal security, counter 
-insurgency

CISF 🏢 Protects infrastructure, airports, 
PSUs, etc

ITBP 🏔 Guards India-China border

SSB 🌲 Nepal & Bhutan border security

AR Northeast insurgency + border 
security

NSG Counter terrorism wing/ Op BlueStar

Vibrant Villages Programme

Vibrant Villages 
Programme
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󰡷 The 50-Night Strategy

Intelligence 
Gathering

● Human Intelligence
● Trust Building
● Force Multipliers

Socio-Economic 
Integration

● Understanding 
Issues

● Economic Boost

Psychological Warfare
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Gross Inflows ($6.41 Billion): Money coming in. Foreign companies 
buying Indian assets.

Repatriation ($5.34 Billion): Money going back. Foreign companies 
selling their Indian assets or sending profits back home.

Outward FDI ($1.51 Billion): Money going out. Indian companies 
investing in other countries.

🧬 Gross vs. Net FDI

"Hot 
Money"

Outflows 
($3.36B 
in 2026)

The Indian economy is facing pressure on two 

fronts—the currency is falling, and foreign direct 

investment is flowing out for the third month in a row.

📉 The "Twin Deficit" Fear

Net FDI outflows
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󰡷 Why is Capital Fleeing?

The Trump Factor 󰑔 
& ONSHORING

High Interest Rates in 
the West 📈

Foreign investors 
repatriated $5.34 

Billion in November 
alone

UPSC PYQ (P) 2020

With reference to Foreign Direct 
Investment in India, which one of the 
following is considered its major 
characteristic?
(a) It is the investment through capital 
instruments essentially in a listed company.  
(b) It is a largely non-debt creating capital 
flow.  
(c) It is the investment which involves 
debt-servicing.  
(d) It is the investment made by foreign 
institutional investors in Government 
securities. 

UPSC PYQ (P) 2021

Consider the following
1. Foreign currency convertible 

bonds  
2. Foreign institutional investment 

with certain conditions  
3. Global depository receipts  
4. Non-resident external deposits 

Which of the above can be included in 
Foreign Direct Investments
(a) 1, 2 and 3  
(b) 3 only   
(c) 2 and 4  
(d) 1 and 4 
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📶 Why is 6 GHz a Game Changer?
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⚔ Conflict: Telcos vs. Tech Giants

National Frequency 
Allocation Plan



Q1. With reference to the removal of judges in 
India, consider the following statements:

1. Article 124(5) of the Constitution empowers 
Parliament to regulate the procedure for 
investigation and proof of misbehaviour of 
judges.

2. Under the Judges (Inquiry) Act, the 
Speaker or the Chairman may disallow a 
motion for removal, and the Act lays down 
conditions of admissibility.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q2. With reference to the Small Industries 
Development Bank of India (SIDBI), consider the 
following statements:

1. It was established in 1990 and is 
headquartered in Lucknow.

2. SIDBI refinances banks and financial 
institutions to enhance MSME lending.

3. It’s role is limited only to indirect lending 
and does not include direct lending or 
credit enhancement.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to Central Bank Digital 
Currency (CBDC) and cryptocurrencies, 
consider the following statements:

1. Cryptocurrencies are unregulated, volatile 
and do not carry any sovereign guarantee.

2. CBDC is backed by the central bank and is 
considered safe and stable.

3. CBDC is freely exchangeable with fiat 
currency on a one-to-one basis.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q4. With reference to Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPFs) in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. The BSF is primarily responsible for 
guarding India’s borders with Pakistan 
and Bangladesh.

2. The CRPF protects critical infrastructure 
such as airports and public sector 
undertakings.

3. The CISF is tasked with internal security 
and counter-insurgency operations.

4. The SSB is deployed along India’s borders 
with Nepal and Bhutan.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: b

Q5. With reference to Net Foreign Direct 
Investment (Net FDI) in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. Net FDI is calculated as gross FDI inflows 
minus repatriation and outward FDI.

2. India is currently facing pressure due to 
both currency depreciation and foreign 
direct investment outflows.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
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