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Elements of statehood

Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of 
States (1933)

● Permanent population
● Defined territory
● Government
● Capacity to enter into relations with other States

Does a country need land to remain a country?



What happens to maritime boundaries?
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POSITIVE expectations

● International Court 
of Justice's 2025 
climate advisory 
opinion

● 2026 declaration
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Now about India

Now about India: Sundarbans 
case study



More sinister present issues
● Coastal Regulation Zone 

Notification, 2019
● Poor drainage + storm 

surge
● Greater flood risk
● Coastal economies
● Saltwater intrusion
● NO displacement 

framework
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Mains Practice Question

Sea-level rise is creating novel questions concerning statehood, sovereignty and 
maritime zones. Discuss the emerging response of international law.

(15 marks, 250 words)
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Mains Practice Question

Agricultural value-chain financing can become a bridge between farm prosperity and 
rural industrialisation. Examine the opportunities and risks.

(15 marks, 250 words)
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Newspaper : The Hindu Page Number :  13

What is Economic nationalism?

Economic ideology which favours domestic control of the economy, labour and capital 

formation.

● NATION’s prosperity + civilisation + power = indust development

● Basic aim = tariff barriers to protect infant industries

Economic Nationalism in India

● 1800s: RR Roy, BP Tarkhadkar, GV Kunte, RVishwanath

● 1900s: DB Naoroji, MG Ranade, RC Dutt, GK Gokhale, GS Iyer, BG Tilak

● Atmanirbhar Bharat
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :  Air Pollution
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Green Crackers
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :  Green Infrastructure
Newspaper : The Hindu Page Number : 13

Green Energy Corridors



Stringent Investigation Protocols

Special Courts
● Establishment: State Govt + CJ of HC
● Legal Representation: Public Prosecutor 

or appoint an advocate with at least 
seven years of practice

● Standard Punishments: 6 m -  5y + fine.
● Aggravated Punishments: In severe cases 

(1 - life / death sentence)
● Accountability of Public Servants 

(Section 4): If public servant (who from 
SC/ST) deliberately neglects duties :  liable 
for punishment with imprisonment up to 6 
m.
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :  Polity
Newspaper : Indian Express Page Number : 12

SC/ST (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989

Parameter Mandatory Legal 
Requirement

Nature of 
Offence

Cognizable (Arrest 
without a warrant).

Officer 
Rank

Cannot by any officer 
below rank of DSP

Time Limit Within 60 days.

Reporting Director of the State 
Police.
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :  Polity
Newspaper : Indian Express Page Number : 12

SC/ST (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Act, 1989



Mechanism in India

● Special Additional Excise Duty
● Target: export of refined fuels
● Govt reviews and adjusts every fortnight
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Windfall Taxes 
& Bond Yields

What are bond yields?

Jan 2022
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :  Economy
Newspaper : Indian Express Page Number : 12

Windfall Taxes 
& Bond Yields

So why are US Treasury yields rising?

① Inflation

② Huge borrowing demand

World's "benchmark"

US yields matter to 
India

What about Indian 
government 
borrowing?

UPSC PYQ (P) 2013

In the context of Indian economy, ‘Open Market 
Operations’ refers to

(a) borrowing by scheduled banks from the RBI
(b) lending by commercial banks to industry and 
trade
(c) purchase and sale of government securities 
by the RBI
(d) None of the above

UPSC PYQ (P) 2021

Indian Government Bond Yields are influenced by 
which of the following?

1. Actions of the United States Federal Reserve
2. Actions of the Reserve Bank of India
3. Inflation and short-term interest rates

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below:

A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 only
C. 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Q1. Consider the following statements:

Statement I: According to the Montevideo Convention 
(1933), a defined territory is one of the qualifications of 
a State.

Statement II: As per the UN General Assembly's 
declaration on sea-level rise, a State automatically 
loses its statehood when its territory is submerged.

Which one of the following options is correct?

a) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, 
and Statement II explains Statement I

b) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct, 
but Statement II does not explain Statement I

c) Statement I is correct, but Statement II is 
incorrect

d) Statement I is incorrect, but Statement II is 
correct

Answer: c

Q2. With reference to the Sundarbans, consider the 
following statements:

1. It is the world's largest coastal mangrove forest, 
shared by India and Bangladesh.

2. Ghoramara island in the Indian Sundarbans has 
lost nearly half of its area over the last five 
decades due to erosion.

3. Its mean elevation is more than 3 metres above 
sea level, which makes it safe from the 
projected one-metre sea-level rise this century.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to firecrackers in India, consider 
the following statements:

1. Green crackers were developed by CSIR-NEERI, 
with formulations such as SWAS, STAR and 
SAFAL.

2. Green crackers show reduced particulate and 
gaseous emissions (around 30%) compared 
with conventional crackers.

3. The 2018 Supreme Court order in Arjun Gopal v. 
Union of India banned firecrackers containing 
barium salts.

4. The Supreme Court in 2025 imposed a complete 
ban on all types of crackers, including green 
crackers, in Delhi-NCR.

How many of the above statements is/are 
correct?

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to agricultural value-chain 
financing in India, consider the following 
statements:

1. Negotiable warehouse receipts are 
regulated by the Warehousing 
Development and Regulatory Authority 
(WDRA).

2. The Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana 
is implemented by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

3. The Agriculture Infrastructure Fund 
supports post-harvest infrastructure 
through interest subvention and credit 
guarantee.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q5. Consider the following statements:

Statement I: When interest rates rise in the 
economy, the market price of an existing 
government bond with a lower fixed coupon tends 
to fall.

Statement II: Investors prefer newly issued bonds 
offering higher yields, so existing bonds must sell 
at a discount to match the new market yield.

Which one of the following inferences is correct?
a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 

correct, and Statement-II explains 
Statement-I

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 
correct, but Statement-II does not explain 
Statement-I

c) Statement-I is correct, but Statement-II is 
incorrect

d) Statement-I is incorrect, but Statement-II is 
correct

Answer: a
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