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UN Declaration on@
Sea-LevelRise

® UN General Assembly adopted the
first UN Declaration on Sea Level Rise.

L

4
®

e Recognises rising sea levels as an
existential threat.

e Addresses risks faced by low-lying
island nations.

e Focuses on:
Loss of territory
Habitability
Maritime rights
Continuity of statehood

Loss of territory does not
automatically mean loss of statehood.

Q * Key Point:

..

THERMOSTERIC
OCEAN EXPANSION
(WARMING OCEAN)

CONTRIBUTORS TO LONG-TERM SEA LEVEL RISE SINCE 1960

2.1mm/year during

Where Most People Are
Affected by Rising Sea Levels

Number of people per country living on land expected
to be under sea level by 2100"

»
M 10-50 million w
M 1-9 million (

W 500,000-999,000 %
100,000-499,000
¥ < 100,000
No data }

* assuming a rise in sea levels of 50-70 cm (2° C temperature increase/not taking
into account ice sheet instability)

Source: Scott A. Kulp & Benjamin H. Strauss: New elevation data triple estimates ¢

global vulnerability to sea-level rise and coastal flooding, Nature Communicatior

Why is sea level rising?

New observational advances close the global mean sea level budget and confirm accelerating rise.

( GLOBAL MEAN SEA LEVEL RISE

_I Rate (mm per year)
6

2.06 mm/year — 1960-2023
5 3.4 mm/year — 1993-2023
3.94 mm/year — 2005-2023

0 T T T r
1960 1980 2000 2020

Accelerating rise across three periods

SEA LEVEL BUDGET: CLOSED
OBSERVATIONS MATCH THE SUM OF CONTRIBUTIONS

New observational
advances close

’ é27% 1015% Qu%

ot sum (o

43%

niages My 00 0w 10 ¢

the global mean
sea level budget.
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CONTEXT: On 24 September 2026, the UN General Assembly adopted its first political
declaration specifically addressing sea-level rise.

Does a country need land to remain a country?

Inundation of Coastal Erosion &
Coastal Settlements Shoreline Recession

Projected Sea Level (SLR)

""""" N —
Current Sea Level / L

Underground N
Freshwater Lens .
(Potable Water)

Ocean

Shrunken

. Freshwater
Saltwater Intrusion [ens
& Seawater Seepage
How does the climate crisis as a catalyst of armed conflict
lead to a massive refugee flow as a form of ecocide?
human-induced severe, widespread
“’“ses climate crisis and long-term damage
environmental Ozo/ forces _ population
destruction J’e@m to migrate
l:mpacts Ieads to
armed
IIgig conflict
conditions
Iﬂfen socioeconomic and escalate to enVIronmentaI asa f0|.'m
political tensions refugees — of ecocide
r— = _f ________ —1 UN passes first declaration on sea
| Elements of statehood | levelrrise, protecting island
_________________ hations’ sovereignty

Montevideo Convention on Rights and Duties of
States (1933)

I
e  Permanent population |
Defined territory :

I

The world, including the U.S., agreed that rising

seas will not change national borders even as
small islands disappear.

[ ]
e  Government
e  Capacity to enter into relations with other States
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What happens to maritime boundaries?

WHAT IS UNCLOS?

A maritime zone extending up to 12 nautical miles
from the baseline, over which the coastal state has full

\ sovereignty, subject to “innocent passage.”

A zone extending up to 200 nautical miles where the coastal
! state has sovereign rights for exploring, exploiting,
J \ conserving, and managing natural resources (e.g. fishing, oil),

3. HIGH SEAS FREEDOMS

i Waters beyond national jurisdiction, where all states
enjoy freedoms of navigation, overflight, fishing,
scientific research, and laying cables/pipelines.

The seabed and subsoil of the underwater landmass extending
from the coast. Coastal states have exclusive rights to
explore and exploit non-living resources (like oil and minerals).

6. DISPUTE SETTLEMENT MECHANISMS

A global obligation for all states to prevent, reduce, and
control marine pollution from all sources, including vessels,
land-based activities, and seabed exploitation.

Comprehensive and binding procedures for resolving
maritime disputes, including access to specialized bodies
like the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS).

e International Court |
of Justice's 2025 |
climate advisory |
opinion |

I
I

e 2026 declaration

High seas (water column)

No sovereignty N
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Now about India

YEARLY RISE:
4 TREND AT 10
© MAJOR PORTS

Kandla 4
3.2 4
* Long-term data of /
different locations ks Y
obtained for different S 7 .-
' duration, ranging from : y H:’L‘gﬂr
b | 28years for Okha to o 5.2
Okha 128 years for Mumbai . ;
15 P ]
Mumbai @ ';a"‘deep Haldia
0.7 29
£ ‘o Vizag
‘ 0.9
'I/Y
_0 Chennai
Kochi ——Q 0.3 Port Bﬁir
113 * Source: Ministry
i of earth sciences 2.2

Sinking Sunderban

A rising sea level is the biggest threat to the world's largest coastal mangrove
forests located in India and Bangladesh

1 Due to global #~ % As these huge chunks ~~ 3 Due to the sea level
warming, the of ice melt into the rise, low-land areas
polar ice caps are sea, they increase the are at greater risk of
melting faster sea level losing more ground
to the ocean

IMPACT OF SEA LEVEL RISE

Due to sea

Small cities vulnerable to sea level rise in India

Kolkata

Indian Ocean rose at a rate of

Out of the top 12 3.3 mm/yr between 1993 to
vulnerable coastal 2015
cities in India, y Bhavnagar
9 are small &
mid sized
Cochin

Mormugao Ed
Mumbai =

Tuticorin Okha

Chennai
Mangalore
Kandla

Paradip

Source: NASA’s Sea Level Projection tool

Now about India: Sundarbans
case study

The Sunderban forests
(10,000 sq km) is
1= o the largest coastal
¢ mangrove stretch. It
/QQODHOL/ is also the home
F —  to poorest of
populations in the

level rise, land
equivalent to the size
of Kolkata city (170 sq
km) has been lost in the
Sunderban region in
nearly four decades
up to 2010

world. Some 45 lakh
people live on the
Indian side alone

In 1995, Bangladesh’s
Bhola Island, a part of
Sunderban, was half-
submerged by rising
sea-levels, leaving 5
lakh people homeless

Nearly 15 lakh
people have to
1= be permanently
relocated outside
the Sundarban in
India due to rising
sea levels

Latest projections suggest
seas could rise on
average up to about
1m this century. This
would be enough to
drown the Sundarban,
where the highest
point is around 3 m
and the mean elevation
is less than 1 m above
sea level

Of the nearly 200
islands in this region,
more than 100 face
threat of sinking
into the Bay of
Bengal sea. This
means more than
half of Sunderbans
faces risk from rising
sea levels

Projected Sea Level Rise in Sundarbans

Relatlve Sea Level (meters)

A Preview of the Future:
Ghoramara in 2032

2022 Area:
3.6sqkm

Projected 2032 Area:
2.6sqkm

This ten-year horizon is a governable timeframe. Authorities know where erosion will intensify.
The risk is not abstract; the question is whether this data is being integrated into planning.
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Now about India: Coastal Erosion

Coastal erosion is the loss or landward
retreat of shoreline material due to
processes such as:

Waves + currents + storms + sediment
imbalance + sea-level rise

MEASURES PROPOSED | ;0"

T40 oo
TO MITIGATE EROSION

=] on the project

E

© Beach nour-

T = ishment at ® Ecosystem restora-
Structural mitigation ;:ﬁ;e;:‘y";e Rushikonda tion will be done
® Project estimated to cost 3 . through vegeta-
crore constructed in |  0UNe tion management,

Bheemili beach | Stabilisation
road, Thota at Chepala
Veedhi, and Uppada

RK beachroad | ® Groin fields
(submarine atall hotspots

museumarea) | where high o These will be imple- |
or medium mented from Sagar |
|

capacity building and
training, strengthen-
ing early warning
mechanisms, etc.

© Sea walls proposed in Bheemili
fishermen boat landing area,
Mangamaripeta, Peda Jalaripeta,
and Jalari Yendada to Vasavani-
em and Shiva Ganesh Nagar

Non-structural miti

Rl ot - ion i Nagar to Thimmapuram
I :::l;g‘;s and Chepala Uppada to
4 ¥ Bheemili

-
]

Print

More sinister present issues

e Coastal Regulation Zone Coastal Regulation Zone
Notification, 2019 CRZ I-B (Intertidal

e Poor drainage + storm =
surge _ High Tide Line s the ntrtcal Zone”

e Greater flood risk —

e Coastal economies ..

e Saltwater intrusion s "

e NO displacement
framework e b S
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CONTEXT: On 24 September 2026, the UN General Assembly adopted its first political
declaration specifically addressing sea-level rise.

&1 Fiji offers a useful policy idea

Fiji's Climate Change Act, 2021
Community + Land + Compensation

! ‘

Climate finance
$310 billion per year by 2035

CZMPs + Disaster management systems

Way forward

Protect natural coastal buffers:
Mangroves + dunes + wetlands + reefs

orld Refugee Day 2026

75 Years of the 1951 Refugee Convent

R&D + Diplomacy + Human Rights

Mains Practice Question

Sea-levelrise is creating novel questions concerning statehood, sovereignty and
maritime zones. Discuss the emerging response of international law.

(15 marks, 250 words)
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India’s 1st agri transformation solved a problem

Farm gate to Retail

1.  Irrigation
2. Fertilisers

Institutional Share of Agricultural Credit Delivery in India

T _ L South 45% agr-crodt
Rural Cooperative Banks . 15%

Regional Rural Banks (. ' 5% I_ U_B'Ta;et_-l :— Why "More Finance"” Alone :
|’ @z32.5Lcr. | Cannot Fix Indian Agriculture
LE |

Banking Institution Type

Micro Finance Institut | 1%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%
Percentage Share
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‘ What is value-chain financing?

|
a &’ é B 2. ﬁ | The bank can assess the reliability i

! of the entire commmercial chain.

Femllzm Finance Mocmnlmkm Pmeuung End-market
suppllers

& #ﬂi E%‘i}

Irrigation  Migation storage

NBM SMAM D '

21,290 Cr %3,000+ Cr

Promotes bamboo cultivation Supports farm mechanizaton | 00 . o L L L S T T EEEEEEEEEE
Support for bamboo processing Improves farm productivity and

industries l& efficiency F——————————— == ===~

NBHM
%500 Cr

Supports beekeeping farmers %

NMNF - = - Agriculture Infrastructure Fund !
21,584 Cr A SO 1

Promotes chemical-free farming

Honey production & export Improves soil health

i |

promotion !
- PM Kisan SAMPADA '

PMMSY ISAM L o2 )

20,050 Cr 4,548 Cr

Development of fisheries Development of agricultural GEE -|

s ==+ PMKisanSammanNidhi !

Infrastructure for fish farming Warehouse & storage support

RGM PKVY

2,400 Cr 1,500+ Cr

Development of indigenous cattle Promotes organic -
breeds farming

Increase milk production Supports farmer clusters
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So, finally what matters for rural prosperity?

PROGRESS UNDERPLISFPI £y
Increase in |
/ : 22,162.55
Janaprosnaton o o crure
/ 34.00plc°:h(yuzyper ‘ | various categories
(_annum (Feb 2026)/1

disbursed as
incentives
(Feb 2026)

(Feb 2026)

3.39 lakh jobs

created (Feb 2026)

surpassing target
of 2.5 lakh by
2026-27

‘agricultural processed
food products grown
| atCAGR of 13.23%
(2024-25 compared
| t02019-20)

Source: Ministry of Food Processing Industries

PMFME Scheme
Formalises

74,363

Micro Food Processing
Enterprises

Mains Practice Question

Agricultural value-chain financing can become a bridge between farm prosperity and
rural industrialisation. Examine the opportunities and risks.
(15 marks, 250 words)
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Newspaper : The Hindu Page Number : 13

What is Economic

nationalism?

O 0 O O O

T ) [ I

BEel Tl vz ® —

0O 0 0 O O —’ v = 4 - 4

5 0 @ — =

Ideology State Intervention Preserveits Reduce Reliance

Prioritizes Self- Through Identity onInternational

Sufficiency Protectionist Trade

Policies

Economic ideology which favours domestic control of the economy, labour and capital
formation.

e NATION's prosperity + civilisation + power = indust development

e Basic aim = tariff barriers to protect infant industries
Economic Nationalism in India

e 1800s: RR Roy, BP Tarkhadkar, GV Kunte, RVishwanath

e 1900s: DB Naoroji, MG Ranade, RC Dutt, GK Gokhale, GS lyer, BG Tilak

e Atmanirbhar Bharat

Tariff protection
Infant industry enables firms to grow
has higher average costs and become more

cient in long-run

P1

LRAC
e

P2

Q1 Q2
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The Economic Laissez-Faire
Triangle

Globalism

Socialism ]  Darwinism

Statism

Economic
Nationalism
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Newspaper : The Hindu Page Number :12 | Newspaper : Indian Express Page Number : 3

What are Green Crackers?

Council of Scientific and

Industrial I
| Research-National |
& I Environmental Engineering I
Fuel A
‘ (e.g. charcoal, sulphur) (cleaner burning) I_ Research Institute _l
. Oxidizer 4 Controlled oxidizer e
-": ¢ (e.g. potassium nitrate) Modified (improved ratio) I_ j

formulation

253 Metalli ds toreduce
/4 Binders AR Additives
/_/’,:%' (to hold the mixture) % (help reduce dust/smoke) I_ e g —— e J
Approved Green Cracker Technologies (CSIR-NEERI) I Banned Substances:

barium nitrate, lithium,

(low-emission options)

0, swas iz, sTAR SAFAL | arsenic, and lead
s/ Reduces particulate 7 ?- Lower gaseous ‘ fSafer ?nt_! cleapir Ee ]
I ey o
SWAS emissions (smoke) STA R emissions SAFAL rg;r:élez I::IIi:;Ions I'_ ________ _I
_______________________ Approvals: PESO
oy . . - ] I CSIR-NEERI Green QR Code I
I_ Cleaner oxidizers + Less sulfur & aluminum + shell sizes + dust additives I Y B S S P 1|

w0 W AR AR AR AR
'
!

=:e
=ile e

o
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

2017 Sale suspended in NCR TR REN TN

Supreme Court suspends firecracker sales in Delhi-NCR following severe post-Diwali

air-quality readings. I_ _——————— _I

Arjun Gopal v. Union of India
2018 Barium-cracker ban _I

Over 5 Lakh Employed 80 Lakh Engaged In Selling &
Directly Or Indirectly Allied Activities During Diwali

SC bans firecrackers containing barium salts nationwide; orders development of

2019 CSIR-NEERI rolls out green crackers
SWAS, STAR, and SAFAL formulations developed; PESO certification framework in
place; Sivakasi manufacturers begin transition.

i\

Loss Of ¥ 1,000 Cr Per Year Sivakasi Supplies 90%
Due To Sale Of Chinese Crackers Of Fireworks Made In India

2021 Restricted hours framework
SC reaffirms two-hour bursting window for Diwali; enforcement responsibility

less-polluting alternatives. |
-

— placed on state authorities

2025 Green-cracker sale allowed in Delhi-NCR
Supreme Court relaxes blanket ban; certified green crackers permitted for Deepavali

within specified hours.

Ruled out a blanket nationwide ban I
Next-Generation Joined Crackers I
Status of Barium Variants I

I

" SUPREME COURT REJECTS . <
- COMPLETE FIRECRACKER BAN ] Isolation of Delhi-NCR
ALLOWS NEXT-GEN GREEN CRACKERS —

QO
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Green Energy Corridor Phase-Iil (GEC-III)

———————— = — — ]
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
Rene[/;/able | POWERING INDIA'S S==—===——o— oo -
| curtaiiment | GREEN FUTURE S e e
LANDMARK GREEN ENERGY ' <1,86,405 B oo
CORRIDOR PHASE-III CRORE 135 CGW
(Includes Central Financial of clean energy.

Assistance of 54,082 Crore).

Benefits

Paves way for 900 GW clean energy: Crucial
\’ stepping stone toward achieving 900 GW

CHARGING SOURCES FOR installed non-fossil capacity by 2035.

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTIMS

- g Green Energy Corridor _I

Bl Phase-Ill (GEC-1II): Expansion » Intra-State Transmission System (21.3Lcr)
SOLARPV WIND POWER snlgF(;H;\E;:(.;(l)NG I:;lszilﬁf\?‘:: of India’s Intra-State Transmi_ssion ;w Inter-State Tr ansmissi)tl)n SyStem I

Keeps power affordable: ¥54,082 Crore

/
<S5 Central subsidy directly offsets intra-state
T = transmission charges, lowering power costs
for end consumers. %

System (InSTS) integrated with

* - 50 GWh
= BESS I

i A A
. -
Green Energy Corridor progress ~-1  ~9%(216W) temporarygrid |
| connections |
Overview of the GEC initiative (Phases | & Il) and R A R Y
associated RE capacity Generation Performance (Fuelwise)
During 2025-26 (Upto March 2026)
B Nuclear L Coal
$5.181 BU 1,250.189 BU
GEC Phase | GEC Phase Il Phase wise timeline OEC e e
InSTS = 9767ckm, 22689MVA InSTS = 10753ckm, 27546MVA InSTS| " 209“;;'9“;3
ISTS = 3200ckm, 17000MVA ISTS = 713ckm, SGW (HVDC) Phase | { 1.6%
Ladakh AL a4 Wind
usTs) InSTS! 106. DS? BU
“r ot IS i
"'Mfz"‘s')'ﬂ"" voow 172030 $V7022 #1014 V2028 FYIE28 IY; :73‘:75 BU
- " Gas
@ Bhutan Impor ro 26.009 BU
7.813 BU = 15:::3 80 @ Diesel @ Lignite 14%
0.4% 0.1% 0.430 BU 30.323 BU
0.0% 1.6
MI{ irit
lh:;.;'s) InSTS I— —————————————————— 1
A prasen | sl | Generation—-transmission ]
b (nSTS, ISTS) m::m InSTS - _l - . . . '
RN o) mismatch: restrictions on
n\ i [ oenion ot s : evacuation, RoW, 6,900 GWh (FY26) :

Source; Ministry of Power, India Transmission Portal, MNRE, JIMK Research
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! | R 1
| ] A. Greenfield projects - TBCB
I
I

BOOM model by Transmission :
Service Providers |
I
I

I B. Brownfield/upgradation — CPB
Logistics of Power

Total Transmission Lines % Inter- regionaI

Added - 220 kv and
above (in circuit km)

Fv20 | ! 4
11664 [k 000)

FY21

FY22

14,895 (7,200)
Fy23
XTI (0) |
FY24

TN (6.490)

FY25 (TillOct)  NOTE:AsofOct 31, transmission i
(0) Swstem of 220kV and above consisted 1 i
il of 490,366 S et ki Of tanisiission
Source: lines, 12,84,345 MVA of transformation g
Power capacity and 1,18,740 MW of inter-

ministry regional capacity [

How will GEC-IIl projects be implemented?

PANCHAMRIT
INDIA’S FIVE CLIMATE GOALS

50%

of energy requirements from
renewable energy by 2030

500 GW

Non-fossil energy capacity by 2030

4&5%

Reduction of the carbon intensity of
the economy from 2005 levels by 2030

billion tonnes reduction of projected
carbon emissions from now to 2030

NET-ZERO

by 2070
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© Decoding the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989

I . .
| Prevent commission of offences of
| atrocities against SCs and STs.

Dignity Crimes: Forcing a i
victim to eat obnoxious I
substances (human waste), |
tonsuring (shaving head),
garlanding with footwear, or |

| e Application: only offences committed
| by persons who are other than SCs/STs
I

e Implementation: State + UTs :_ Economic & Social

Strangulation: wrongful |
occupation of land, cutting off
g | water/irrigation rights, or |
enforcing a "social boycott”

UP TOPS CRIMES AGRINST DALITS  MANIPUR HAS HIGHEST CRIMES AGAINST STS

: The state accounts for over 26% cases, mostly
Just six states account for almost 75% M = r
: 4 due torise in ethnic violence
crimes against scheduled castes
'OTAL CASES % OF CASES

OTHER

UTTAR N
STATES PRADESH A 3,399 IFT ¥
o .

Madhya Pradesh 2,858 ;
24.9% 271% adhya Prades 22

18.9

Maharashtra 6.0

Political Violence: Forcing
a member of the SC/ST I
community to vote for a

specific candidate or
preventing them from filing a |
nomination. |

isha 662 51

REELLELE] 575 a.4

.
MAHARASHTRA

! e
5.4% RAJASTHAN . 33
15.1% Andhra

BIHAR —_— pradesh [adl 2.8

12.7% PRADESH [
14.8%

e —
336 26
NDTV

Stringent Investigation Protocols

CTTTT T~ | .

| | d I | Special Courts

| DLl e e L | e Establishment State Govt + CJ of HC

| | Requirement | . .

L J_ JI e Legal Representation: Public Prosecutor

. I NS BB e E | or appoint an advocate with at least

: Nature of : Cpgnlzuble (Arrest : seven years ofpractice

| Offence | without a warrant). |

| | |

[pp— g — |

| Officer | Cannot by any officer | . .

| | | e Standard Punishments: 6 m - 5y + fine.
Rank below rank of DSP |

| : .
L I i e Aggravated Punishments: In severe cases

(1- life | death sentence)
e Accountability of Public Servants
' B B B EE (section 4): If public servant (who from
| Reporting | Director of the State | SC/ST) deliberately neglects duties : liable
: : Police. : for punishment with imprisonment up to 6

< 3
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Calcutta High Court case

Hitesh Verma v. State of |
Uttarakhand (2020) |

What the Calcutta HC held

The petitioner, amember of a Scheduled Caste, com- I
plained that two men from general caste communities I
had used casteist expletives against him on Facebook. Po- I
licelater filed a closure report, saying Facebook had not

provided user details. The complainant filed a petition I

T~
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

il

| Private occurrence
against that closure in aspecial court at Alipore, which re- " . . ” .
je%ted it. The HC set aside the order, describing the special I Public view": expression refers to
courtsreasonsas ‘perverse” and pullingupthepolice. 1 1 cjrcumstances in which members of the public
Onthe question of public view, the court held that it

“transcends physical space into the digital domain”. I I could witness or hear the alleged utterance. I

ETTEE |

P e e e e e d I
PrysicaTworl Digital world | Sooraj V. Suk.umar v. State of Keralq (2022)
| ¢ “Ongoing statute” = dynamic
Public road Public social-mediapost ~ — — — — — — — — — T — T — T T T — T/ —/

TO STRENGTHEN ENFORCEMENT MACHINERY UNDER SC/ST ACT

mantpoes o oreer=t Gowt Proposes 40% Hike in
Public meeting Online group/forum SC/ST AtrOCIty compensatlon

Public Publicly accessible Compensation, for
announcement content now, varies between
¥85,000 and 8.25L,

depending on nature
& severity of offence
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fo WHAT 1S A WINDFALL TAX? | 1 = r )
- @ WHY INDIA USED IT 9 TIMELINE OF MAJOR CHANGES
® A speciftl tax imposed when' o Blobal ol shosks dan ereade a
companies earn unusually high windfall gains for producers Windfall tax introduced
profits because of sudden and refiners. on domestic crude and
market shocks. E some fuel exports.
K India used it mainly in the : - B3 ®
Gl h lobal d Windfall tax on crude
oit sector: when glodal crude * The government used the levy products and fuel
prices rose sharply. to capture some of that exports scrapped.
- - o i B ¢
* Itisa femporary POl‘cy el Export levies reintroduced
not a permanent tax structure. ) )Y on petrol, diesel, and ATF
to ensure domestic availabilit
* It als? helpcd support during the West Asia crisis.y
domestic ﬁ:«zl supp.l{’ and ®
broader price stability. Ditics wers
raised further.

® |1 May 2026

Revised again to
W current rates.

Mechadnism in India

e Special Additional Excise Duty
e Target: export of refined fuels
e Govtreviews and adjusts every fortnight
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Two years after world's biggest lockdown, India
surges back to normal life | Reuters

What are bond yields?

= BBC

RBI repo rate: India central bank hikes interest rates after
two years

The Reserve Bank of India's surprise move is an attempt to stem rising inflation.

4 May 2022

1
(Foce alie:¥1.000) Ah, early 2022!
My bond paysa i
steady T50 a year.
Life is good with
low interest

Ohno...
Why would
anyone want
my old 5%
bond now?

» D 7% YIELD!

X (New Market
A~ /" Look at mel I offer Rate)

{ a 7% return to match

|\ the new higher rates
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS : Economy
Newspaper : Indian Express Page Number : 12
So why are US Treasury yields rising?
(D Hindustan Times I_ ________ _I
US debt hits $40 trillion: Why are soaring Treasury yields L @ Inflation ]
making it worse? | Hindustan Times - N N <
US debt has reached $40 trillion, while Treasury yields are rising sharply, adding to | @Huge borrowing demand |
concerns about the country's debt outlook.
r US yields matter to 1
| Y |
BOND YIELD DRIVERS L Mnde
Domestic & Global Factors r——————— .
What about Indian
I I
government
| borrowing? |
| S —— o |
I_World's "benchmark” 1
Fed Hikes e ]
= FPI Exit . Py .
- Vield 1. » Yieldsrising acrossdurations
inflation --\“ US treasury bond yields (in %)
= Vield 1 \\ ® Five years ago (October 2021)
Atthestartof 2026 @ Now
[ 555 5.56
4.86 — 487
v 424
~—— 353
Crude Price T =
Deficit/Inflation 4
2 Yfeld T . 194
050
rk!wgal bond | 10-year L'non;J I 30-year tju:_]r‘d]

I_Indic:m Government Bond Yields are influenced by
which of the following?

1. Actions of the United States Federal Reserve

: 2. Actions of the Reserve Bank of India
3. Inflation and short-term interest rates
| select the correct answer using the code given
| below.
A.  land2only
| B. 2only
| ¢ 3only
| D. 1,2and 3

T

In the context of Indian economy, ‘Open Market
| Operations’ refers to

| |
y |
| | (a) borrowing by scheduled banks from the RBI |
| | (b) lending by commercial banks to industry and |
trade
| | (c) purchase and sale of government securities |
| | by the RBI
| | (d) None of the above |
| | |
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Daily Quiz

Ql. Consider the following statements: How many of the above statements is/are
correct?
Statement I: According to the Montevideo Convention
(1933), a defined territory is one of the qualifications of a)  Only one
a State. b)  Only two
c) Onlythree
Statement II: As per the UN General Assembly's d) Allfour
declaration on sea-level rise, a State automatically
loses its statehood when its territory is submerged. Answer: c
Which one of the following options is correct? Q4. With reference to agricultural value-chain
financing in India, consider the following
a) Both Statement | and Statement Il are correct, statements:
and Statement Il explains Statement |
b)  Both Statement | and Statement Il are correct, 1. Negotiable warehouse receipts are
but Statement Il does not explain Statement | regulated by the Warehousing
c) Statement|is correct, but Statement Il is Development and Regulatory Authority
incorrect (WDRA).
d) Statement | is incorrect, but Statement Il is 2. The Pradhan Mantri Kisan SAMPADA Yojana
correct is implemented by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.
Answer:c 3. The Agriculture Infrastructure Fund
supports post-harvest infrastructure
Q2. With reference to the Sundarbans, consider the through interest subvention and credit
following statements: guarantee.

1. Itis the world's largest coastal mangrove forest, | Which of the statements given above are

shared by India and Bangladesh. correct?
2. Ghoramara island in the Indian Sundarbans has
lost nearly half of its area over the last five a) land2only
decades due to erosion. b) 2and3only
3. Its mean elevation is more than 3 metres above c) land3only
sea level, which makes it safe from the d) 1,2and 3

projected one-metre sea-level rise this century.
Answer:c
Which of the statements given above are correct?
Q5. Consider the following statements:
a) land2only

b) 2and3only Statement I: When interest rates rise in the
c) land3only economy, the market price of an existing
d) 1,2and 3 government bond with a lower fixed coupon tends
to fall.
Answer: a
Statement II: Investors prefer newly issued bonds
Q3. With reference to firecrackers in India, consider offering higher yields, so existing bonds must sell
the following statements: at a discount to match the new market yield.
1. Green crackers were developed by CSIR-NEER], Which one of the following inferences is correct?
with formulations such as SWAS, STAR and a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are
SAFAL. correct, and Statement-Il explains
2.  Green crackers show reduced particulate and Statement-|
gaseous emissions (around 30%) compared b)  Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are
with conventional crackers. correct, but Statement-Il does not explain
3. The 2018 Supreme Court order in Arjun Gopal v. Statement-|
Union of India banned firecrackers containing c) Statement-lis correct, but Statement-Il is
barium salts. incorrect
4. The Supreme Court in 2025 imposed a complete d)  Statement-lis incorrect, but Statement-Il is
ban on all types of crackers, including green correct
crackers, in Delhi-NCR. b

Answer: a
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