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“The right to protest is an essential component of democratic participation, but it does 
not confer an unrestricted right to occupy public spaces.” Discuss with reference to 
judicial pronouncements.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Major Reserves/Occurrence in 
India

What exactly are critical minerals?

Is it essential to industries such as batteries, 
electronics, renewable energy, transport or 

manufacturing?

Is global production or processing concentrated in a few countries?

Can industries replace it without major cost, 
performance or redesign problems?

If imports stop tomorrow, can domestic production or 
alternative suppliers respond quickly?
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Why India is vulnerable?
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India's wider policy response
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Examine the significance and limitations of a National Critical Mineral Stockpile 
Programme for India.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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DNA of global FDI fundamentally mutated

Strategic sectors = 16% to 44% of all global greenfield investments

Out of the $845.7 billion total greenfield FDI:

1. AI Infrastructure & Related Tech: 12.4% share

2. Semiconductor Value Chain: 8.1% share

3. Energy Transition Technologies: 7.8% share

India’s Ascent: 5.7% of global greenfield investments, 2x China’s 2.8%.

Mains Value Addition

Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 15

🛣 The Way Forward
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What is proposed in the new model?

Shorter 
local-remedies 

period

No general MFN 
clause

Exclusion of 
tax-related 
provisions
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The Four Core Crimes Under ICC Jurisdiction
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US sanctions International Criminal Court
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📡 What is Satellite Communication (Satcom)?

Use of orbiting satellites

Services: internet, voice, 
and data

Main USP: remote + rural 
regions

Low Earth Orbit: Starlink (SpaceX), 
OneWeb (Eutelsat + Bharti), Kuiper 

(Amazon), Jio-SES
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Satellite Spectrum Allocation Policy in India

Why Satellite Spectrum is Unique

Auction 
Argument

2012 Supreme 
Court 2G 

Judgment

Administrative 
Argument

First Schedule (Adm)
5 + 2 year period

SUC: 5% of AGR + 1% off
Urban Premium
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With reference to the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), consider the 

following statements:

1. IRNSS has three satellites in geostationary and four satellites in geosynchronous 

orbits.

2. IRNSS covers entire India and about 5500 sq. Km beyond its borders.

3. India will have its own satellite navigation system with full global coverage by the 

middle of 2019.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) None

UPSC PYQ (P) 2018

Strategic and Regulatory Context

🏛 Guidelines 
100% Foreign Direct Investment

📍 NavIC Adoption

Localise at least 20% of ground 

infra

🗄 India-Based Data Centres & 

DNS

🖥 Monitoring Infra in India

⛔ Service Restriction During 

Hostilities
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Q1. With reference to bamboo in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. Bamboo is botanically classified as a grass 
rather than a tree.

2. The National Bamboo Mission aims to 
promote bamboo cultivation and improve the 
value chain, including processing and 
marketing.

3. The Indian Forest (Amendment) Act, 2017 
exempted bamboo grown in forest areas from 
the requirement of felling permits.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One  
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. With reference to satellite communication in 
India, consider the following statements:

1. Satellite communication can provide 
connectivity to remote and rural regions 
where terrestrial networks may be difficult to 
establish.

2. The Telecommunications Act, 2023 provides 
the regulatory framework for authorisation of 
satellite-based communication services in 
India.

3. Satellite spectrum in India must necessarily 
be allocated through competitive auctions.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), consider the following statements:

1. Its headquarters is located in The Hague, 
Netherlands.

2. It is an organ of the United Nations.
3. It prosecutes individuals rather than states. 

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4.With reference to India's Model Bilateral 
Investment Treaty (BIT), 2016, consider the following 
statements:

1. It adopts an enterprise-based definition of 
investment rather than a broader asset-based 
approach.

2. It allows foreign investors to directly approach 
international arbitration tribunals without 
exhausting domestic legal remedies.

3. It excludes taxation measures from the scope 
of the treaty to safeguard the government's 
regulatory authority.

4. It provides for Investor–State Dispute 
Settlement (ISDS) mechanisms.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1, 2 and 3 only 
b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
c) 2 and 4 only 
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: b

Q5. With reference to the occurrence of critical 
minerals in India, consider the following statements:

1. Lithium reserves have been identified in 
Karnataka and Jammu & Kashmir.

2. Monazite sands found in Kerala are an 
important source of rare earth elements.

3. High-quality graphite deposits occur in 
Arunachal Pradesh, Jharkhand and Tamil Nadu.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c




