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From Poverty Alleviation to 
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Poverty, middle-class status and prosperity are different

Historical Evolution of the Methodology
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From Poverty Alleviation to 
Prosperity

                
World Bank's October 2026 Poverty and Equity Brief
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From Poverty Alleviation to 
Prosperity

                
Important new concept: What is the prosperity gap?
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From Poverty Alleviation to 
Prosperity

                
Monetary poverty versus multidimensional poverty
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From Poverty Alleviation to 
Prosperity

                

The biggest challenges to “PROSPERITY” remain

The larger lessons

● Informal employment (ILO 2024)
○ 55.8% Self-employment
○ 17.10% unpaid family helpers 2023–24. 

● The educated youth paradox
○ Information asymmetry
○ Education–industry mismatch
○ Weak practical learning
○ Geographical mismatch

● Real wages
●  Inequality
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COP 31 and steps for 
climate outcomes   

                
A short history of climate negotiations
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COP 31 and steps for 
climate outcomes   

                
World progress: Are countries actually delivering?

Climate finance: The biggest trust issue

COP29 in 2024 agreed on the New Collective Quantified Goal

$300 billion per year by 2035 Developed countries take the lead in mobilising this amount 
for developing countries

$1.3 trillion per year by 2035 A wider call to scale up finance from all public and private 
sources

COP30 at Belém in 2025 also called for efforts to triple adaptation finance by 2035 
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India: Targets versus actual performance

Target for 2030 Latest reported performance

Reduce emissions intensity of GDP by 45% from 2005 Reduced by 37.38% by 2022

Achieve 50% non-fossil installed electricity capacity Crossed 50% in June 2025; reached 

54.18% by June 2026

Create an additional forest and tree-cover carbon sink 

of 2.5–3 billion tonnes CO₂ equivalent

2.44 billion tonnes achieved during 

2005–2022
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The three steps proposed by the article

India's way forward

● Climate diplomacy

● Voice of Global South

● India's development needs

Mains Practise Question

Global emissions reductions remain inadequate, voluntary initiatives often lack measurable 

delivery, and climate finance remains a major concern. Explain.

(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Alters geopolitical landscape for 
India across 5 critical areas

● Relief on Trade Pressures and 

FTA Negotiations

● De-escalation in West Asia and 

Crude Oil Stability

● Stability in the Counter-China 

Strategy

● Immigration and Tech Sector 

● Foreign Aid and Regional 

Concerns
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PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana

Details of the scheme

● <300 units of free 

electricity

● Income from Surplus 

Power

● Standard Subsidy 

Structure

● Special Category 

States/UTs

● Low-Int, Coll-Free <2 

lacs

● "Model Solar Village"

Scheme for Fast Track Special Courts

Details of the scheme

● Time-bound trial of POCSO cases

● ₹3,788.04 crore (Central + State)

● Dedicated Human Resources

○ 1 Dedicated Judicial Officer 

(Judge)

○ 1 Exclusive Special Public 

Prosecutor

○ 6 Administrative & Tech 

Support Staff

● Vulnerable Witness Deposition 

Centres

● FTSC Dashboard
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VGF scheme for Grid-Scale Energy Storage Systems

Details of the scheme

● ₹14,500 crore central scheme

● 170% Grid Expansion

● VGF acts as a capital subsidy to 

absorb that financial risk

● 40% Domestic Content 

Requirement
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Capex Support Scheme to Promote Critical Mineral Processing
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Following feedback, political debates, and concerns
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What is the two-child norm?

Refers to a restriction under which a person having more than two children can be 
disqualified from contesting or holding elected positions in certain local government 
institutions.

India does NOT have a uniform national law

SC cases

Mangala Bhimrao Ingle 
Case, 2026

Javed v. State of 
Haryana, 2003

Rajbala v. State of 
Haryana, 2016

“What has changed in 
2026?”
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Which States have the two-child norm?
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Q1. Consider the following pairs with reference to 
Poverty Estimation Committees in India:

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Answer: c

Q2. With reference to India's climate commitments, 
consider the following statements:

1. India reduced the emissions intensity of its GDP 
by 37.38% from 2005 levels by 2022.

2. Non-fossil sources crossed 50% of India's 
installed electricity capacity in June 2025.

3. India has achieved an additional carbon sink of 
3 billion tonnes of CO₂ equivalent through forest 
and tree cover.

Which one of the following conclusions is correct?
a) Only one statement is correct.
b) Only two statements are correct, and one of 

them is Statement 1.
c) Only two statements are correct, and one of 

them is Statement 3.
d) All three statements are correct.

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli 
Yojana, consider the following statements:

1. It aims to install rooftop solar systems in 
one crore residential households by 
2026–27.

2. It provides free electricity up to 300 units 
per month to eligible households.

3. It is implemented as a Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a) Only one 
b) Only two 
c) All three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to the Volatility Index 
(VIX), consider the following statements:

1. India VIX, maintained by the NSE, 
measures the expected volatility of the 
Nifty 50 index.

2. A falling VIX indicates increasing market 
uncertainty and fear among investors.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to the Agnipath Scheme, 
consider the following statements:

1. It aims to reduce the average age 
profile of the armed forces from around 
32 years to 26 years.

2. It seeks to reduce the pension burden 
and free up resources for military 
modernisation.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
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Committee Key Feature

1. Alagh 
Committee

Purely calorie-based poverty 
estimation

2. Lakdawala 
Committee

Adoption of Mixed Reference 
Period

3. Tendulkar 
Committee

Incorporated private expenditure 
on health and education.

4. Rangarajan 
Committee

Introduction of Modified Mixed 
Recall Period




