VAJIRAM & RAVI

Institute for IAS Examination

JIRAM & RAV/

n

CURRENT AFFAIRS Handout

21st May 2026




The

Analyst
Handoul

Andrabi ruling & UAPA

e

VAJIRAM & RAV]

21st May 2026

Mains Heading 1: Salient
Provisions of UAPA 1967 :

What constitutes an “Unlawful activity”?

Action of an Individual or Association :

Intends to bring cession or secession of
Indian territory

Disclaims or questions India’s
sovereignty and integrity

Causes disruption of
harmony or public order

Mains Heading 1: Salient
Provisions of UAPA 1967 :

FATF: Prelims 2026 Corner

Inter -
Governmental
body established
by G7in 1989

India became
34th member of
FATF in 2010

Curb down money 2001 Mandate :
laundering & Hlicit use to fund
Hawala Channels terrorist activities |

Black List : Countries with
serious strategic deficiencies in
countering money laundering
and terrorist financing

2004 Amendment included for the
first time, the term “Terrorism”
in the provisions of the Act

Section 3: Only Central Government can
declare any association as “unlawful”

Applicable to both
Citizen or a foreign national

First Schedule:
Lists banned organisations

2013 Amendment

Included “money
laundering” as one of

Established links Extended ban on
Terrorist Organisations for
ct period of 5 years
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21st May 2026
CONTEXT: The apex court of the country has reversed its earlier stand on UAPA 1967 taken

in Gurwinder Singh Judgement of 2024 by upholding Right to Personal Liberty in S. I.
Andrabi Judgement 2025

agirAm & RAV/

Investigation & Enforcement . Mains Heading 1: Salient
Provisions of UAPA 1967 :
e Section 43A-43F: Special powers to
National Investigation Agency (NIA) &
tat lii .
sTapee Hard line
e NIA can take over cases without State govt The UAPA Bill, 2019, amends the Unlawful Activities
consent (post-2008 amendment) (Prevention) Act, 1967. Some highlights:
TERRORISM: Under SEIZURE OF PROPERTY: Under
e Section 25: Property of accused can be the Act, the central the Act, an investigating officer
seized government may des- must obtaln prlor approval of the
_— Ignate an organisation DGP to seize properties that may
Arrest & Bail Provisions : as a terrorist organi- be connected with terrorism. If
sation if it: (i) commits the investigation is conducted by
or participates in an officer of the National Investiga-
e NIA can detain a person for 180 days without acts of terrorism, (i) tion Agency (NIA), the approval
(iii) promotes terror- mandatory
e Section 43D(5)) : Bail denied if prima facie :f‘"t'er"r'of,:‘s’t)r:‘ f“;‘:ds‘{ued INVESTIGATION: Under the Act,
case exists i investigation of cases may be
gt e sestgll  conducted by officers of the rank
imi i of DSP or ACP or above. Officers of
e Courts have very limited power to grant bail ::dgnlmgl:ls the NIA, of the rank of In o
e  Penalty: Capital Punishment or Life same grounds sbove, can also investigats cases
imprisonment
e  Tribunal under Section 5 headed by a High Court
judge reviews bans within 6 months
Mains Heading 2 : Criticism of UAPA 1967 : ;
| Court pulls up police for ‘slow’
Ambiguity in the Law : anG_EStlgatlon in UAPA case
Definition of Terrorist activity agamst NewsClick
! 5 5 under Section 15 Broad &
(2076'22) 1 94% Overarching Judge grants 20 days’ more time for filing of chargesheet
trials result in A provisions of the after reprimanding police
] .
acquittal or Act: i’rlppllng
discharges voice of reason R e
Half of UAPA investigations
| . | e pending for over three years: Data
Human Right Draconian ' S
Violations : Law” Y While stalled investigations are par for the course, the
G. Pre - Emptive draconian nature of the UAPA makes the process the
Chakraborty Arres t,& punishment
Case Detention
Antithetical to Ordinary Criminal
Laws : Higher bar for granting Bail
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Mains Heading 2 : Criticism of UAPA 1967 :

more than three years.

50

Chart 2 shows the share of UAPA cases between 2019
and 2022 whose investigations have been pending for
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Chart 3 shows the number of persons arrested under
the UAPA, persons charge sheeted, discharged,
acquitted, and convicted in the 2017-2022 period.

Live
Law.

Upto 6% Conviction
In UAPA Cases
Nationally; In J&K,
Conviction
Rate Less Than1%:
Supreme Court

Balchand Case
1978

UOI v. KA Najeeb
Case 2021

V. Gonsalves
Case 2023

Gurvinder Singh
Case 2024

S. 1. Andrabi v.
NIA Jammu 2025

“Bail is the rule, Jail is the exception”

Suggestive Measures :

0

=

“Bail under UAPA is exception, but
shall be balanced by “Speedy trial”

“Surface analysis of probative
values of accused'’s plea is
necessary”

Bail is the exception, Jail is rule
under UAPA

Law Commission of India Report 2018 : “If
prima facie no case under Section 43D (5),
Bail shall given by court”

Justice AP Shah Committee 2010 : Repeal
Section 43D (5) & precisely define “Terrorist
acts”

NIA Review Committee 2018 : Robust
protection of accused

Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy : Introduce
pre- and post-facto judicial or independent
oversight for the application of UAPA
provisions

Right to personal liberty & speedy trial
can NOT be subservient to provision in
Section 43 - D (5) : Disapproved
earlier stand in Gurwinder Singh
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C:ONTEXT: The apex court of the country has reversed its earlier stand on UAPA 1967 toker)

Andrabi ruling & UAPA

lagipam & RAVI

in Gurwinder Singh Judgement of 2024 by upholding Right to Personal Liberty in S. I.
Andrabi Judgement 2025

Practise Question: What are the salient provisions of the UAPA Act?
What was the need of enactment of such stringent law in the
independent India? Why it has remained a centre of controversy

since its inception? Provide suggestive measures in this regard.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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CONTEXT: India & Italy has elevated their bilateral ties to a “Special strategic partnership”
thus further strengthening across the Mediterranean trade connectivity & India - EU Trade
relations

Partnership” with Italy :
Context of News :

Mains Heading 1: “Special Strategic

a4 AN

Objective : Exceed the €20 billion
bilateral trade target by 2029

ELEVATING THEIR bilateral

ties to a “special strategic part- /

nership”, India and Italy Wed- India does NOT have an exclusive

nesday setatrade target of 20 bil- Cooperation standalone FTA with Italy

lion euros by 2029, agreedon a || between India - - and

defence industrial roadmap, || Italy against the

and ConcludedSt acts c;)n Criticgl bac);kdgrop ofan MOoEA : Bilateral trade in FY 25-26 :
. 1 pact emerging ———» | £14.25 Billion: India’s 4th largest

minerals, COUNtering money || «,qo-Mediterran trading partner in EU

laundering and terror financing. ean” corridor \

Further enhance the Trade :
India-Middle East
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)

Announced in G-20 Summit

In 2023 hosted by India
Mo Commerce:
$2 Trillion Exports by 2030 TRHPE%E!”AT'BUES
THEECONOMIC g B s
AlHaditha CORRIDOR
Riyadh
Haradh
GREECE
i Al Ghuwaifat
Haifa Dubai | Jebel Ali

s
Sea Route Preus | \J e, INDIA

MediterraneanSea  ISRAEL J b ‘oo, bai
Rail Route SAUDIARABIA UAE 2 Arabian-mual

Sea
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CONTEXT: India & Italy has elevated their bilateral ties to a “Special strategic partnership”
thus further strengthening across the Mediterranean trade connectivity & India - EU Trade
relations

Indo - Mediterranean
Corridor

lagipam & RAVI

Mains Heading 3 : How significant is

Mains Heading 2: What is T G
o ° "’ g . Joined in 2007 ormer member
Euro an un’on e [ voined in 1995 [ soined in 2013
D Joined in 2004 E] Candidate countries
Creation of “Eurozone”:
FINLAND
= | | Treaty of Paris 1951: European
Introduction? Coal & Steel Community sweoen  EsToNI
IRELAND UNITED L' LIYMl:::I/l‘
Treaty of Rome 1957 : European NefEER o
Economic Community SR zmon
FRANCE SLOVAKIA
It was born from the - e
ashes of the World Formal establishment : PORTUGAL cRoATAL N
War 2 as a strong Maastricht Treaty 1992 Seail W
Political & Economic Do T
bloc of 27 countries Economic Importance : 450 million +
Popu’ation & s’g Trillion GDP kiopadia Britannica, Inc. MALTA CYPRUS
Headquarter:
Brussel, Belgium

India - EU Trade?
Data to Quote:
India’s merchandise exports to EU (Top 20
Items at 2 Digits level)
India — EU bilateral merchandise trade
e EUisIndia’s largest trajectory SrNo  Majorltems of usD
trading partner exports (HS 2 Digits) Billion
H . MINERAL FUELS,
o g”er Chand’s(e Trade: Year Export Import .::::L 1 MINERAL OILS AND 15
136 billion (36% PRODUCTS
increase in 5 years) 2017-18 il s e ELECTRICAL
e EUisIndia’s 'an- 2018-19 48 51 99 2 | ENT AND 1
largest destination for 2019-20 45 45 90 B
Exports 2020-21 4“1 40 81 3 [QReaNIC 5
, . . CHEMICALS
e EU’s sharein Foreign e = | o e
— “ NUCLEAR
Investment stock = €
108 Billion (2023-24) u22:2 Y IO N =5 BOILERS,
e 6000+ Euro companies 202324 L0 [ 4 * SR ’
in India 2024-25 76 60 136 APPLIANCES
e Indiais EU’s 9th largest N 5  IRONAND STEEL 3
trading partner Source : Ministry of Commerce & Industry, . PHARMACEUTICAL s
° India’s share in EU’s Government of India PRODUCTS
trade =2.2%
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) . e Particulars Amount
Mains Heading 4 : Prevailing v
Impediments in India - EU Relations : Assessalle Valye A 24.00,000
Add: | Basic Customs duty (100%) B= A*100% 24,00,000
Al E E B Additional Custom Duty
uropean nvoys : Add: | (CVD @ 12%) C=(A+B)*12% | 5,76,000
Issue 1: Contradicts “Make in India “ Luxury & Premi{:m
. Add: | Education Cess duty (3%) D=(B+C)"3% 89,280
& Atma Nirbhar Bharat Policy : vehicles make i =
4-5% of total Add: | Duty(Special CVD) (A+B+C+D)*4% | 2,18,611
X passenger car
India Barely Imports Cars sales Total Cost of Import. 36.83.891
to Protect Its Own Industry Total Custom Duty payable 32,83,891

Total import value of motor cars and other motor vehicles

in 2023/24°, by source (in million U.S. dollars)
EASY ON THE PURSE S |
E@ et (R “mport il shootup
133.6 cars will be reduced BOP Crisis
by 38% after the free -
. . o 49 5 trade agreement = AudiA8
e s e Fully imported ca ic 1
us % - ? Others BMW 7 series 284 lakh 352 lakh
€ = = @ '© Audi A8 289 lakh 255 lakh
4424 +108.7 +642 +57.6 4997 +30.0 456 +121.4 -95 Jaguar XF 248.6 lakh 230 lakh
Change since 2022/23 (in percent) VW Beetle 221 lakh 213 lakh
* India’s FY runs from Apr. 1-Mar. 31 VW Phaeton 2764 lakh 247 .4 1akh
B Mercedes 565 AMG 22.5crore 215 crore
statista®a Rolls Royce Ghost 22.5crore 21.5 crore

Mains Heading 4 : Prevailing T
o . . . most impo oodas from ina,
Impediments in India - EU Relations : e

764 Tolecommunications oqupment [N

— 752 Automatic data processing machines R
Highly competitive & subsidised EU 778 Electrical machinery and apparatus NN
Products could undercut 776 Electronic tubes, valves and related articles || NRNRERG_ .
Indian farmer’s earnings TP p e areres NN
775 Household-type equpment [N

804 Baby cariages [N
821 Fumiture and parts thereof |
EU pushing for Sensitive Agriculture 781 Motor cars and motor vehicles NN *
sector: Pou’try & Da’ry products 2 Electrical apparatus for electrical circuits [

771 Electric power machinery and parts [N <
893 Aticels n e s of plastics [N
699 Manufactures of base metal [N
845 Anticles of apparel of textile fabncs [

'ssues GhOSt Of RCEP 851 Footwear [
Emerging & Horrors of CBAM 784Motor vehce pors IR

1 Monitors and projectors, excl. televisions [l

813 Lighting fixtures and fittings, nes [l
741 Heating and cooling equipment and parts [
831 Trunks, suitcases, etc. [l

0 20 40 60

Non - Tariff Barriers lmposod by EU: 2024 #2023
Curbs India’s export prospect

rostat (onkne data code' DS-059331)

| eurostati¥

EU seeks TRIPS + provisions :
Higher compliance cost for India’s
Pharma companies
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CONTEXT: India & Italy has elevated their bilateral ties to a “Special strategic partnership”
thus further strengthening across the Mediterranean trade connectivity & India - EU Trade
relations

" - n i Steel and aluminium, which
Mains Heading 4 : Prevailing account for about 10 per cent of
Impediments in India - EU Relations : i
global carbon emissions, are
A — | now the most protected sectors
Impact of CBAM on Indian Industries inthe developed world. The US
already imposesa 50 per cent
import tariff, and the EU will
— Sectorscovered | — EU: 22% of India’s total i it st
under CBAM merchandise Exports soonaddanew carbon tax.
. What s presented as climate
Steel 25% of total export products to EU : aCthIl. isalsoa t(?Ol for
- Fall under CBAM bracket industrial protection and
Aluminium revenue generation
Cement FY 2025: 24% decline in Steel &
Fertiliser Aluminium export
Electricity
One tonne of steel using Coal based
Hydrogen BF - BOF route = 2.4 tonne of CO2
Margin Loss on Profit: 16-22%

Mains Heading 5 : Way Forward in
India - EU Relations :

2022: Trade &
Technology Council
Supplement
China + 1 Strategy
A with “Make in
- N ] % /( md'a”
<
Shashi
Tharoor:
: ‘ “Early
Collaboration Harvest
in field of Accord” = Trump'’s
Industry 4.0 & “& | reciprocal tariffs
‘Mineral supply & its impact
‘ 1
v

Zero Defect & Zero Effect policy




The

Analyst

Handoul
21st May 2026

Indo - Mediterranean
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CONTEXT: India & Italy has elevated their bilateral ties to a “Special strategic partnership”
thus further strengthening across the Mediterranean trade connectivity & India - EU Trade

relations

India-EU Resilience Forum seeks
to foster dialogue on non-
traditional security challenges

India-Europe Resilience Forum fosters dialogue on
shared security challenges, emphasising cooperation in
critical technologies and raw materials

India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC)

Haifa
_____ ISRAEL
Piraeus/. .............. l M
GREECE o, Riyadh o A
SAUDI ARABIA
/ \ J /UAE
Al-Haditha =~ e .
SAUDIARABIA | 1 e
Haradh
SAUDI ARABIA Mumbai
Al Ghuwaifat
UAE
........ Searoute —— Railroute

trade relations? Provide suggestive measures.
(10 Marks, 150 words)

Practise Question : What are emerging concerns between India - EU

gﬁg
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Energy Sector
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 11

_l Context of News : Peak Demand : Highest point of g
Electrical power consumed on grid
= = typically a 15- minute interval
ndia’s electricity demand has
surged e arlier than expected tl'lls / Contractual Supply : DISCOMs signs
year, with peak demand touching Long - Term PPA with Power
-t i i enerators : 85-90% er demand
anall time high of 256.1 gigawatts — power
up with higher records on May 19 and Exchange Data In event °’f’ Real time ﬂ:smmhas A
May 20). Nearly one-third of this peak 2020 - 25 ———» | FowsrExchange prchicees (#E9)
demand was met through renewable
energy (RE) sources. While the national \
- - - 2020-25: Power demand has risen
grid held up without any shortage during by 37% (180 GW in 2020 to
solar hours, the non-solar hours saw a >250 GW in 2026)
deficit of 2% (4,243 megawatts) on the
same day. India’s Generation Capacity :
2011-2024: Increased by 76% :
303 GWto 532G6W

Issues with
Renewable Energy:.

#BanegaSwasthindia ndtv.com/swasthindia

SOLAR ENERGY VS THERMAL ENERGY
A COST COMPARISON

(In Rs. Per Kilowatt-Hour)

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24
Source: Central Electricity Authority (CEA)

moneycontrol [ {x Jel=Jin ks

= )/@ N _— - > )

p o e

— 52— =F

={ 2018 2022 2027 2030

Issues with

e  Transmission lines expanded by 47% & Transformation
capacity increased by 15%

e  “Corresponding expansion in Distribution Infrastructure has
not happened”

e  CEA: Nearly 13 Lakh Distribution Transformers fail annually

e Ageing equipment & inadequate maintenance compromises
last mile delivery

e FiscalIssue: Purchase of Costly Short term power v. Large
investment in Distribution Network Upgrades

@ Solar (generation + storage) Coal-based power
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Energy Sector
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 11

Initiatives to boost Renewable Energy in India :

e  Ministry of New & Renewable Energy

PM - Surya Ghar Muft e Install rooftop solar panels on 1 crore households

Bijli Yojana e  40% subsidy cost borne by Govt
e Save Z75,000 crore annually in electricity costs
e  Ministry of New & Renewable Energy
Green Hydrogen e Produce 5 MMT of Green Hydrogen by 2030
Mission e Add 125 GW of Renewable Energy Capacity by 2030
e India’s Ist Green Hydrogen Plant : Jorhat, Assam
e Inter & Intra State Transmission Systems
Green Energy e 20 GW of Power projects in RE Rich states like Gujarat, TN
Corridors & Uttar Pradesh

’ INDIA'S RENEWABLE
ENERGY JOURNEY

CLEANER TODAY, GREENER TOMORROW

m SHARE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY IN
TOTAL POWER GENERATION (FY 2024-25)

\ 20.2%
* ) ) OF INDIA’S TOTAL
48 / ELECTRICITY

GENERATION

a RENEWABLE GENERATION REACHED
403.64 BILLION UNITS (BU) IN FY25.

m INDIA’S GLOBAL RANKING
IN RENEWABLE ENERGY

W

m CURRENT INSTALLED \ m SHARE OF MAJOR SOURCES IN
RENEWABLE ENERGY TOTAL INSTALLED CAPACITY (2025)
CAPACITY (INCLUDING -
LARGE HYDR(O) ==€ SOLARENERGY ~133-150 GW
G (Largest Contributor)
2 5 4 + $ WIND ENERGY ~54-56 GW
GW —
[ (AS OF 2025) | Rﬂ'ﬁ’!ﬂyﬁgm ~50-51 GW
NON-FOSSIL FUEL CAPACITY CROSSED NUCLEAR ENERGY ~9 GW
50% OF TOTAL INSTALLED POWER CAPACITY IN 2025.

IN TOTAL RENEWABLE

& *)y ﬂ E:g:g:rr IYNSTALLED
> . i |

= th N WIND POWER
) @45

CAPACITY

rcd N SOLAR POWER
CAPACITY

DRIVING TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE AND SELF-RELIANT FUTURE.

@ INDIA IS AMONG THE WORLD’S LEADING RENEWABLE ENERGY ECONOMIES,
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Context of News : Grandson of Born on November

(1799-1839)

Whﬂe thiSWElS IlOtthe ﬁI’St “Yeerna” : Brother Rescued Singh from
a[tempt by a p()]l'[ica] party to woo the Pasi LRSS EEI T | the prison of Britishers
community inUttar Pradeshthrou gh acon- to “Veera” during 1857 Revolt
munity icon, Gandhi’s move is significant
ahead of the state Assembly elections next
year. Gandhi also addressed a “Bahujan
Swabhiman Sabha” in Veera Pasi's memory
the same day.

Reward of 250,000 kept Sacrificed his life

Delhi Bakht Khan & John Mandia Rani Avantibai of
Bahadur Shah Nicholson & Ramgarh
Zafar
Nana Sahib Hugh Faizabad Ahmaduliah
Wheeler Shah
Birjis Qadr & Bareilly Bakht Khan
Begum Hazrat
Mahal
Laxmibai Hugh Rose Kunwar Singh
Liagat Ali Colonel Neil Baraut, UP Shah Mal
R T
<
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Modern History : Significant Events & Personalities

Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : Explained

Mauly ggz‘:-’adullah SHAH MAL Kunwar Singh
e 1856: Call of e Baraut e Ruler of
religious war Jagdishpur
(Jihad) against e Alliance of estate
Britishers “Chowrasee
Des” or 84 e Occupied the
° “Danka Shah” : v""ages District HQ of
Maulvi with drum Arrah
e Transformed
e 22nd Native bunglow of e Cut off bullet
Infantry of European infected hand
Faizabad : Leader Officer into
of Revolt “Hall of e Captured
Justice” Azamgarh
e Battle of Chinhat
: Defeat Henry e Diedin Battlein * Defeated by
Lawrence 1857 Captain Le
Grande

Kunwar Singh and his attendants
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Science & Technology
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : Explained

Context of News :

IT IS heartening to see indigenously devel-
oped pressurised heavy water reactors
(PHWR) getting into the mainstream of In-

Fissile Nuclear Fuel

Fertile Nuclear Fuel

Fissile isotopes can be
directly used as fuel

Needs to be converted
into fissile fuel

U- 233,235 & Pu - 239

U-238&Th-232

e Nuclear fission reaction

e Heavy Water {D202 : °

Used as both
moderator & coolant

e 22 Nuclear reactors °
works upon PHWR
e U-238 absorbs Neutron °

: Transforms into Pu-
239 (spent fuel)

Blanket of U-238 over
fissile fuel core

“Fertile” U-238 : Absorb
neutron & convert into
Pu - 239

Self sustaining chain
reaction

Coolant: Liquid Sodium

dia’s energy push towards a net-zero com- Jharkhand e Jaduguda (Singhbhum)
pliant Viksit Bharat. The 100 GWe (gigawatt ¥ Nepvapohar
z v e Turamdih & Bagjata
electric) nuclear energy mission launched
by the government is to be realised by 2047. Andhra e Tummalapalle
Pradesh e Lambapur - Peddagattu
4 muCh_’?eeded.Shlft " Telangana e Lambapur
So, a quicker shift to thorium — that e Peddagattu
India hasin abundance — remains critical
to India’s energy independence. Large re- Rajasthan e Rohil Mine in Sikar district
actor capacity that can produce uranium-
233 (U-233) from thorium at scale while also Moahat Bomidsici
producing electricity is a prerequisite for i : W:’:;,as';a
this. Thus, the first criticality of the SO0 y
Pressurised Heavy Water Fast Breeder Reactor Advance Heavy
Reactor (PHWR) (FBR) Water
Reactor (AHWR)
—
e Fuel: Natural Uranium e Fuel: Uranium - 238 & e Useof Thorium
(7 kg of U- 235 & 993 kg Pu - 239 -232to
of U- 238) produce

Uranium - 233

e U-233isa
fissile material

e Undergoes
Nuclear fission
to create self
sustaining chain
reaction

e Coolant: Light
Water (H20)
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Thorium Reserves in India

“Placer deposits”

along streams,
rivers, beaches
etc

Naturally in
coastal districts :
Tirunelveli,
Thoothukudi &
Kanyakumari

Extracted from
Monazite Ore :
Rare Earth
Phosphate
mineral

Coasts of Kerala,
TN, Odisha &
Andhra Pradesh

Indian Rare Earth Limited
(IREL) under DoAE : ONLY
authority to mine & produce
Monazite in India

>z

RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan Atomic
Power Station

Kakrapar Atomic
Power Station

Tarapur Atomic
Power Station

Map not to Scale
—
Copyright © 2020 www.mapsofindia.com

OPERATIONAL NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN INDIA

Narora Atomic
% Power Station

UTTAR
PRADESH

Madras Atomic
Power Station

‘ ,\ Nuclear Power Plants

Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant




The

Analyst

Handoul
21st May 2026

Documentation of

Wetlands

Vagiram & RAVI

SYLLABUS: Prelims: Environment
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 4

Documentation of Wetlands

Context of News :

The National Centre for
Sustainable Coastal Man-
agement (NCSCM) has com-
pleted the documentation
and ground truthing of
Maharashtra’s 23,415 wet-
lands, paving the way to
formally notify and bring
the water bodies under le-
gal protection under the
Wetlands  (Conservation
and Management) Rules.

Ramsar Sites —

Ramsar Convention:

Wetland designated
as one of
“International
Importance” under
Ramsar Convention
signed in Ramsar,
Iran in 1971

Prelims 2026 Factsheet:

v v

v

2nd February:
World Wetland Day

Theme 2025 : “Protecting Wetland
for our Common future”

1974 : First Ramsar Site :
Cobourg Peninsula in Australia

1975 : Convention came into force
with UNESCO as depository

1981 : Chilika Lake & Keoladeo
NP declared Ramsar Sites

GLOBAL LERDERS

IN RAMSAR CONVENTION SITES

India (99 sites) Largest Ramsar site
> surpassed Lasrg:?’: f:;:': ar in the World :
China (82 P I Ngiri- Ndombe
Ramsar sites) Wetland Wetland Complex in
DRC
Smallest State with most .
Ramsar Site : Ramsar Sites : f Cotntry, with
5 . argest number
Renuka Lake in Tamil Nadu (20 Of Ramsar Slee
Himachal sites) > UP (12 : UK (175)
Pradesh sites) 2

United Kingdom has the
highest number (176 sites)

Mexico ranks second
(144 sites)

India has 99 sites, placing

it among the top
ountries globally.
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Environment
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 4

Importance of Wetlands :

43. “If rainforests and tropical forests are the
lungs of the Earth, then surely wetlands
function as its kidneys.” Which one of the
following functions of wetlands best reflects

the above statement ?

(a) The water cycle in wetlands involves
surface runoff, subsoil percolation and
evaporation.

(b) Algae form the nutrient base upon
which fish, crustaceans, molluses, birds,
reptiles and mammals thrive.

(¢c) Wetlands play a vital role in
maintaining sedimentation balance and
soil stabilization.

(d) Aquatic plants absorb heavy metals and
excess nutrients.

DESIGNATED YEAR 2025-26

SAKKARAKOTTAI |
: BIRD SANCTUARY :
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Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 14

CSYLLABUS: Prelims: Important National & International Events

i

Context of News :

A 13-nation military exercise began at the Umroi
Military Station in Meghalaya on Wednesday.
Apart from host India, soldiers from “12 friendly
nations” are participating in the PRAGATI 2026.
They are Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines,
Seychelles, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam. The exercise
seeks to provide a common platform for
participating armies to engage in professional
exchange and build closer military-to-military
ties, the Defence Ministry said.

Exercise Force

Country

YUDH ABHYAS Army

USA

VAJRA PRAHAR Army

USA

SHAKTI Army

France

AJEYA WARRIOR Army

UK

HAND-IN-HAND Army

China

MITRA SHAKTI Army

Sri Lanka

SURYA KIRAN Army

Nepal

MALABAR Navy

USA, Japan, Australia
(Quab)

VARUNA Navy

France

KONKAN Navy

UK

Air Force

COPE INDIA

USA, Japan (Observer)
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Ql. With reference to the PM-Surya Ghar Muft Bijli
Yojana, consider the following statements:
1.  The scheme is implemented by the Ministry
of New and Renewable Energy.
2. It aims to install rooftop solar panels on 1
crore households.
3. The entire cost of installation is borne by the
Government of India.
How many of the statements given above is/are
not correct?
a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: a

a) lonly

b) 2only

c) Bothland2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer:d

Q4. With reference to Ramsar Sites, consider
the following statements:
1. India has more Ramsar Sites than China.
2. The Sundarbans Wetland is the largest
Ramsar Site in India.
3. Tamil Nadu has the highest number of
Ramsar Sites among Indian states.
How many of the statements given above
is/are correct?
a) Only One

Q2. Regarding the Revolt of 1857, match the b)  Only Two
following: c) AllThree
Place Leader d) None
Answer:c
A. Delhi 1. Nana Sahib
Q5. Match the following Military Exercises:
B. Kanpur 2. Begum Hazrat Mahal Exercises Countries
C.Lucknow  [3. Liaqat Ali A. VAJRA PRAHAR 1. France
D. Allahabad (4. Bakht Khan & Bahadur Shah zZafar|| [B. SHAKTI 2. USA
C. AJEYA WARRIOR 3. UK
Select the correct answer using the codes below.
a) A-l,B-2,C-3,D-4 D. HAND-IN-HAND 4. China
b) A-4,B-1,C-2,D-3

c) A-4,B-2 C-1,D-3
d) A-3,B-1,C-2,D-4
Answer: b

Q3. With reference to fissile and fertile nuclear
fuels, consider the following statements:

1. Fertile materials can be directly used as
nuclear fuel, while Fissile materials need to
be converted into fertile fuel before use.

2.  Uranium-238 and Thorium-232 are
examples of fissile materials.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

Select the correct answer using the codes
below.

a) A-2,B-1,C-3,D-4

b) A-1,B-2,C-3, D-4

c) A-2,B-3,C-1,D-4

d) A-3,B-1,C-2,D-4
Answer: a
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