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CONTEXT: Under the India - USA TRUST (Transforming Relationship utilising Strategic
Technology) Initiative, both countries have formalised a Critical Minerals Framework

Mains Heading 1: What is
“Pax - Silica” Initiative?

What is Pax Silica?

Context of News :

US Led Initiative
Itis NOT a to counter China’s
dominance in
Rare deal Formal Treaty | _ deminancein

The framework comes amid shortfall of critical metals in global Semiconductors

markets after Chinaimposed export curbs on rare earth elements

QUAD,
o Y ; " '-u PO Netherland, EU & OECD as
W0 ¢ v ,l \ Singapore & South “Observers”
~ ) «' ;’; ® Implement Korod
8 AT ; 5 )| effective
‘_“‘ | management of
= | critical minerals and
ROREL 08 AR "\ rare earths scrap China +1:
W e E—— Securi:? sglob¢’1l ti'ch.nology&
u chains
- ww and diversified e
Mmmg strategy The agreement follows o Al
continued India-U.S. engagements, ® Promote
including India becoming a signatoryto | collaboration in
the U.S.-led Pax Silica initiative. Reuters | financing

RARE EARTH | \ Mains Heading 2: What is so “Critical”
ELEMENT37 Total Number

about these Minerals?

EVs, wind turbines,

THE HIDDEN POWER BEHIND MODERN TECHNOLOGY, O Key Uses :::If:::‘;‘;’s Prerr
| ) defence, magnets — " - "
Use of Critical Minerals in Key Industries :
Strategic, L.
© rour o afmn?nt
extractable . .
. e High strength magnets for motors in
Rare Earth Elements (REEs) are a group of Found in Dispersed form NeOdym’um & g g' g H [ H
elements that are vital for clean energy, advanced e' InEathecrust D ' Dr ones, gu:dance Sy stem in missiles &
J sprosium
technology, defence and high-performance industries. . a1 y radars
WHAT ARE RARE EARTH ELEMENTS? [ NDIAS POSITION N RARE EARTHS ___ P S SIRE AR
1§ [l O 3 Largest | Bttt Rt o . e Strong & Lightweight metal for Aircraft,
% LI e @ (R o™ ot Titanium Engines, Armour & Black Boxes
* Lanthanum PRODUCTION
SCANDIUM + Europium , 2 roduction remains
YTTRIUM . Dy:oslum IH Zz::;::thrld Emddes'pite large . " . . "
Producton | "™ Tungsten o  Used in armour piercing projectiles due to
| its high densit
7\ GLOBAL LEADER IN PRODUCTION 9 y
1"/ hﬂ w 0 SN ‘ Cobalt, e Crucial for advanced batteries powering
Not usuall raction vall argest producer | g e i ili
zu:::“{:; :"5‘9 ey £ o Lithium & electronics, EVs & Military hardware
S’ | fsima | chatbsocer © g8 Nickel
deposits environmentally in dispersed and magnet

hazardous form manufacturing
Produced around

WHERE IS INDIA RICH IN REEs & RELATED MINERALS? 270,000 tornes

o Essential for wiring, electronics &

et REES N INDIA p— Copper electromagnetic protection in Ships &

« Monatzite sands 90% of rare earth / -

(contains Thorium ®© 00 magnet processing J Aircrafts

+ Light REEs) Cerium  Lanthanum Neodymium
- limeie e —— WHY REEs MATTER?
S i + * @ /II' Gallium & e  Semiconductors for electronic warfare
« Ganet « Od 1 .

st 2 Pordon ottt i s Germanium systems

(coastal sands) Pt 4 e .

innov: o
& hechmlogzes
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India - USA strike Critical

Minerals deal

CONTEXT: Under the India - USA TRUST (Transforming Relationship utilising Strategic
Technology) Initiative, both countries have formalised a Critical Minerals Framework

H : : ope 95. Which of the following statements about Rare
Ma'ns Head’ng 2: What ’s so M r ]rl:h] ;;] l: n:, I)l:ll‘l:~ ) lln:i (:l iti( ll (\lil]l r I‘
. La LJdements [LILS) € % & I\ rais
about these Minerals? T
18/are correct !
1 Modern technological innovations
including Artificial Intelligence, robotics
PRELIMS 2025 : PRELIMS 2026 : \ : REER L N
and space exploration extensively utilise
Rare Earth Elements (REEs).
6. ClonSi(Iie;_thethIIOWing gtatements : 2. China has the highest share in mining

; ndia has joined the Minerals . ol by Indis
Security Partnership as a member. of REEs followed by India.

II. India is a resource-rich country in 3. The Government of India launched the
all tl:le 30. critical minerals that it National Critical Mineral Mission
hassidentitied. (NCMM) in 2025 to establish a robust

IlI. The Parliament in 2023 has Tt T ERTCR '
amended the Mines and Minerals framework for self-reliance in the
(Development and Regulation) Act, critical mineral sector.

1957 empowering the Central : £

Government to exclusively auction 4. Rare Earth Elements are a set of

mining lease and composite license 13 metallic elements.

for certain critical minerals. . | A
i g Selec > answer using the code give slo

Which of the statements given above are el Ao Ropbt

correct? (a) 1and3only

(@) 1and Il only (b) II and III only h)  Sonty

(c) 1 and Ill only (d) I, II and III

(¢0 1,3and4
(d 1,2and4
Mains Heading 3: status of “Self - —
o0 i - : Mineral Importance g
Sufficiency” in Critical Minerals : Dependency
Bismuth Pharmaceutical | 85.6%
Global Critical Minerals godchemicals
Outlook 2025 report by IEA
Lithium EV batteries and | 82%
energy storage
Lithium demand rose by India’s Global
30% in 2024 standing: Silicon Semiconductor | 76%
& solar panels
Nickel, cobalt, graphite & REE : Crude Steel 2nd V11111 Aerospace & 50%
8-15% growth defence
2nd applications
Aggregate value pegged 3rd VB8 Solar power & 42%
at $325 billion by 2030 thermoelectric
devices
Iron Ore 4th
—1 Major Demand drivers: EVs, BESS,
Renewable Energy & Al Data Centre 2nd
Pillar for Energy Security
& achieving National Goals
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CONTEXT: Under the India - USA TRUST (Transforming Relationship utilising Strategic
Technology) Initiative, both countries have formalised a Critical Minerals Framework

Mains Heading 3: status of “Self

Sufficiency” in Critical Minerals :

v

Ministry of Mines Report 2023 : 30 essential critical minerals of
which complete import dependency for 10 minerals

lagipam & RAVI

|

AN AVRSER\ s

Inadequate exploration & tapping of d

China: World’s
Largest mining Nation

Exploration investment :

Reserves : Case study of IImenite

$19.4 Billion

87% of Rare earth elements

Deep seated minerals : High risk
investment in exploration & mining

processing

58% of world'’s lithium refining

68% of Silicon processing

Case Study : Discovery of 5.9 million .,‘
tonnes of Lithium Depositin J&K |

Villagers show lithium stones discovered in Reasi district, Jammu and
Kashmir. | Photo Credit: PTI

Mains Heading 4 : What has been

—_—
ey >
TR PR Mines & Minerals Act 2023:
e Private sector = 6 out of 12
National Critical Mineral atomic minerals
Steps taken: Mission 2024
e Prospective stage
exploration : Allow drilling &
subsurface excavation
KABIL : To secure overseds
Mineral assets ¢ Fasthrackmgulatory e National Mineral Exploration
dpproval process Trust (NMET) : Fundin
e Financial incentive to o g
private companies G4-Gl explorations
GSI + CSIR = Promotion of e FDIpolicy for
Circular Economy Investments from ¢ gndler Single "'cfn,s:‘;o Kkm2
Land Bordering Aploredieauple m
PLI for extraction of . 2;:;;:::?;'(,’:; 211 e Mine Owners: Sell 50% of
Critical Minerals REEssoctorsiall ggg’uigl :1:‘::3 ;‘t’w;ltudmg
process within 60 P
100% FDI under days
Automatic route e Centre for Excellence
on Critical Minerals
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CONTEXT: Under the India - USA TRUST (Transforming Relationship utilising Strategic
Technology) Initiative, both countries have formalised a Critical Minerals Framework

Mains Heading 5 : India - USA

Critical Mineral Deal :

Key Features & Objectives :

Other Initiatives
by USA

e Backdrop: Licensing regime by China
to choke exports of REEs (control
almost 90% of global critical minerals
processing)

e TRUST initiative : India - USA Critical
Minerals Framework

e Focus: Securing Supply, mining &
processing of Critical Minerals & Rare
Earth elements

e  Partners in Mineral Security
Partnership (MSP)

e Large scale investment & FDI

CHIPS Act 2022 : subsidies
for Semiconductor
manufacturing

Export restrictions on
Advanced Al Chips

Chip 4 Alliance Framework
:U+J +SK + Taiwan

“Friend shoring” strategy

Other Initiatives
by India

PLI Scheme for
Semiconductors

KABIL : To secure overseas
Mineral assets

Deep Ocean Mission for
Ocean Exploration

(15 Marks, 250 words)

Practise Question : What do you understand by Critical minerals?
Why Critical minerals are essential for India’s Energy & National
Security? What are the steps taken by Government of India?
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the importance of Wetlands in Natural ecosystem and
argue for a better conservation strategy of Wetlands in India & Globally.

Mains Heading 1: What is
Ramsar Convention 1971?

Ramsar Convention:
Context of News :
2nd February:
The Supreme Court on World Wetland Day
Tuesday agreed to exa-
mine a challenge to the Ramsar Sites [ ~
- . P Theme 2026 : Wetland & Traditional
constitutional Vahdlty of Knowledge : Celebrating Cultural Heritage
the definition of ‘wetlands’
in the Wetlands (Conserva- . 1974 : First Ramsar Site :
tion and Management) Wetland designated Cobourg Peninsula in Australia
Rules, 2017 for arbitraril as one of
= 24 “International
excluding most human- Importance” under 1975 Convention came into force
made, artificial, and histor- Ramsar Convention with UNESCO as depository
TR el d & signed in Ramsar,
ically developed wetlands Iran in 1971
from environmental pro- 1981: Chilika Lake & Keoladeo
tection and diluting ac- NP declared Ramsar Sites
countability through de- [U

centralised oversight. |

Mains Heading 1: What is
Ramsar Convention 1971? (] ; ; . \
. Q Ravindra Sinha'’s Petition : /
Wetlands Conservation & / \
Management Rules 2017 Definition of “Includes both Natural
“Wetlands” in Rule 2(g) & Artificial Wetlands
Includes Does NOT Include of 2017 Law is whether permanent or
inconsistent with temporary” without
o Area of marsh, fen, o River channels Ramsar Convention any distinction
peatland or water ‘
o Whether natural or ¢ Paddy fields \ / A
artificial /7 \
o  Whether permanent ¢ Humanmadewater || | Eycluded water bodies -
or temporary bodies or Tanks o b [leakens thesxicting
o  Water that is static drinking water legal protection & move
or flowing e Structure created for . ¢ substantial majority of
: irrigation, salt
o Fresh, brackish or Aquaculture, salt roduction & Padd Wetlands from
salt production & prodd e y protection framework
o Marine water = Irrigation I
Depth of which at \ &
low tide does not
exceed 6 meters
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the importance of Wetlands in Natural ecosystem and
argue for a better conservation strategy of Wetlands in India & Globally.

Mains Heading 2 : What are importance of 43.

“If rainforests and tropical forests are the

Wetlands for Environment Conservation?

lungs of the Earth, then surely wetlands

Importance of Wetlands : following functions of wetlands best reflects

> function as its kidneys.” Which one of the

A the above statement ?

Act as “Biological Supermarkets” ) :
(a) The water cycle in wetlands involves

surface runoff, subsoil percolation and
evaporation.

Natural sponges against
surface water runoff,
flood control etc

(b) Algae form the nutrient base upon
which fish, crustaceans, molluscs, birds,
reptiles and mammals thrive.

(c) Wetlands play a vital role in
maintaining sedimentation balance and
soil stabilization.

Ecosystem
services by
Wetlands

Filtering of Nutrients :
“Kidneys of Earth”

(d) Aquatic plants absorb heavy metals and
excess nutrients.

Helps in Carbon Sequestration

Diversify Economic
Portfolio of the region

Mains Heading 3 : Causative Factors l Status in India:
behind loss of Wetlands in India? |
Wetland Extend Trend DU GIS Based Sakhya Sagar in Increasing
(WET) Index 2025 study : 70% MP: Untreated Population
increase in built | | sewage flow led pressure &
| up area & loss to Algal blooms Global Warming
, j of 97% wetlands & Water : 30% Wetland
Anthropogenic Pressure : (1991-2021) hyacinth loss since 1990
Urbanisation & Encroachment * outbreak
Pollution Sponge : Untreated sewage, industrial
effluents, fertiliser runoffs & Solid waste dumping losaof
Decline of 81%
] Ihlane Ecosystem
Land Use change due to expansion of s services:
Agriculture or Climate effect s anf R $76,827a
lack of water hectareina
. . . . inflow BT
Hydrological Alteration : Diversions y
Due to Dams & Canals
Wetlands provides source of livelihood :
Fishing, Aquaculture & Tourism
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the importance of Wetlands in Natural ecosystem and
argue for a better conservation strategy of Wetlands in India & Globally.

Mains Heading 4 : Steps taken for
Conservation of Wetlands :

Global Efforts

Efforts by GOI:

|
!

Amrit Dharohar Mission
Scheme MiSHTI Scaeme Sahbhagita

COP 14: Preparation of 5th Ramsar Strategic Plan

Aligning it with UN Decade on An initiative MISHTI (Mangrove Initiative

Ecosystem Restoration for Shoreline Habitats & Tangible
Incomes) will be taken up for mangrove
plantation along the coastline and on

Freshwater Challenge :

5 . salt pan lands
Columbia, Ecuador & Zambia =
- . The government will promote Amrit
Development of Sponge Cities in China Dharohar, o scheme to encourage

optimal use of wetlands, and enhance
bio-diversity, carbon stock,
eco-tourism opportunities

UNEA : Lake & Natural Based solutions

! Prelims 2027 Factsheet: j
India (99 sites) Jargest Ratheds Largest Ramsar site
> surpassed site in India : in the World :
China (82 Sundorbane Ngiri- Ndombe
Ramsar sites) Wetland Wetland Complex in
DRC
Smallest State with most .
Ramsar Site : Ramsar Sites : f 00un: Y W':’h
Renuka Lake in Tamil Nadu (20 Sof s oot
- . Of Ramsar Sites
Himachal sites) > UP (12 - UK (175)
Pradesh sites) ;
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the importance of Wetlands in Natural ecosystem and
argue for a better conservation strategy of Wetlands in India & Globally.

i UDAIPUR

ot Karnataka

Andhra
Pradesh

i THERTHANGAL "}
BIRD SANCTUARY

Practise Question :What is Ramsar Convention 19712 What are the
ecosystem services provided by Wetlands? Analyse the status of
conservation of wetlands in India? \
(15 Marks, 250 words)

DESIGNATED YEAR 2025-26

i KHECHEOPALRI :
i WETLAND

BGOKUL
JALASHAY

@i’j
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SYLLABUS : Prelims : Polity

Newspaper : The Hindu Page No: 06

Rajya Sabha Defections

Context of News :

52nd CA 1985 : Disqualification of MPs &
MLAs on ground of “Defection” from one
political party to another

lagipam & RAVI

he recent developments within the Aam
T Aadmi Party (AAP), appear to have dealt a

decisive blow to its representation in the
Rajya Sabha. On April 24, 2026, seven out of its 10
sitting Members of Parliament, publicly
announced that over two-thirds of the party’s
MPs had decided to merge with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), invoking the provisions of the
10th Schedule of the Constitution.

While the development has attracted

Member of political party A
voluntary gives up his
membership of Party A

Elected member of house
becomes disqualified if he

Member of Political Party A
votes or abstains from
voting in contrary to the
directions issued by
“u Whip ”

Nominated member
becomes disqualified if he
joins Political party after 6

|

. . o months from the date on
widespread political attention, its implications jeins poiltical party which he takes his seat in
extend beyond immediate partisan concerns. It House
raises significant constitutional questions
regarding the interpretation of the anti-defection
law, particularly the scope of the “merger”
exception under the 10th Schedule. Nor is the

Rajya Sabha Defections y
01 02
7 - Total No. of D's}%‘:,’:,f:,egfon
Are there any “Exceptions”: Ministers shall not Bafection =
exceed 15% Disqualified to be

strength of LS = 8

splitting to form a separate group

One third (33%) members of the ‘legislature party’

to ensure political stability

9list CA 2003 : Removed this provision

(66%) of its ‘legislature party’

Merger of their ‘political party’ with another party
that is approved by two-third members

Reforms by

03 v4
Disqualified to hold Homore
any remunerative LGl
“Political post” LT

appointed as
Minister

Other

9lst CA

September 2022: 8/11 Congress MLAs of Goa
Legislative Assembly merged with BJP

If member after being elected as Presiding Officer
voluntary gives up membership of Party
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Rajya Sabha Defections

Kihoto Hollohan
Case 1992

Ravi S. Naik v.
UoI 1994

Jagjit Singh
Case 2006

KM Singh v.
Speaker of
Manipur 2020

Speaker while deciding Anti - Defection cases
acts as “Tribunal”
Decision is subjected to “Judicial Review”

Sharpen the anti-defection law,
strengthen democracy

The anti-defection law has played a crucial role in
political stability, but there are gaps which need to be
addressed to make it more effective and impartial

Wide interpretation of “Voluntarily giving up
membership”

Includes conduct or public statements
against party interests

Merger must be recognised by “Original”
political party and not just legislature party

Speakers must decide Anti defection petitions
within a “reasonable time” — not exceeding 3
months

Recommendation: Independent tribunals
could replace Speakers as adjudicating
authorities

Supreme Court considers
question of timeline for Speakers
to decide on defections

Bench is hearing petitions filed by BRS leaders seeking
timely action by the Telangana Assembly Speaker on
disqualification proceedings pending against 10 MLAs
who shifted allegiance to the ruling Congress in the State




The . . . .
Analyst Reviving India’s Ancient

Handout Wisdom Vagram & RAVI

27th May 2026

SYLLABUS :Prelims : Art & Culture
Newspaper : The Indian Express Page No:09

— Context of News : Reviving India’s
Ancient Wisdom
HOW WOULD Lord Rama have
positioned India in the current Denied Visa under
world order? What advice would Chang'eg of Tang Dynasty
Lord Krishna have given on In-
dia’srelationships with the USA, / -
China, and Russia? SRR Yogacara Principle of Asanga
ancient Indian knowledge sys- el
temshave addressed the current Xuanzang )
energy crisis? 629 - 645 CE: R Shilabhadra of Nalanda
These are among the ques-
tions being explored at Nalanda
University, which draws stu- Kannauj Assembly : In honour
dents from over 30 countties Of Xuanzang by Harshavardhana
s (606-647 CE)
through its specialised post- l
graduate discipline: Interna-
tional Relations and Peace Prayag Assembly :
Studies (IRPS). Believed tobe the Mahga= Moksha" Panishad

Reviving India’s Nalanda University | An ancient centre of
Ancient Wisdom learning
Years-long efforts to re-establish the ‘Mahavihara’, known as the first international residential
school in the world and home for learned monks and teachers, from Nagarjuna to Aryabhatta, came to
fruition last week as Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a specially-designed new campus in
Bihar
Na’anda University: > Updated - June 23,2024 10:30 am IST
Notable
. Luminaries:
Kumaragupta 1in 427 CE e Aryabhatta
e Nagarjuna
e Dharmapala
Vedas + Theravada + e Dinnaga
Mahayana + Vajrayana
Bakhtiyar Khilji
Xuanzang (629-645 CE) in 1205 CF i iij'ﬂz“ G
il | &
i HE i
Dharma Ganj : i | ?é Llel |
The Great Library Rediscovered by : i HERERE
Francis HE R ER NN
A page from Xuanzang's Great Tang
Ratnadadhi + Ratnaranjaka + Buchanan e
Ratnasagara | ’ | :
Seal of Harsha found in Nalandal®®!
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Reviving India’s
Ancient Wisdom

Alexander Cunningham
Panini - Ashtadhyayi
Chanakya - Arthashastra
Jivaka - Buddha & Bimbisara

Takshila Pakistan
UNESCO WHS

Vikramshila Dharmapala Bhagalpur, Bihar
(770-810 CE) e Adhyaksha > Maha Pandita > Upadhyay > Acharya >
Bhikshu
e Atisha Dipankara - Revived Buddhism in Tibet
e Vasubandhu - Abhi - Dharma - Moksha - Karika

Odantapuri Gopal 1(750-770 CE) e 2nd Oldest after Nalanda
¢ 5 Mahaviharas = Somapura + Jagaddala
e Samye Monastery of Tibet

“ Diamond Triangle : Lalitagiri, Udaygiri & Ratnagiri

Maitraka (475-776
CE)

e |- Tsing visited Valabhi
e Hinayana and Nikaya Buddhism
e Kathasaritsagara = Somadeva




The

Analyst
Handoul

Justice

Judiciary’s role in Complete

Vagiram & RAVI

27th May 2026

SYLLABUS : Prelims: Polity
Newspaper : The Hindu Page No:12

Judiciary’s role in Complete Justice

Context of News :

Snapshot on Road Accidents in India :

V2

| P

nother milestone in the v v v

direction of delivery of

complete justice by the ,“,’;,',’,‘:L’:,’ ':;;:;';;'S 2025 (Jans

Supreme Court of India is its comprise of 2% accounts for July): 26,770
recent decision to elevate the Right to safe of roads 30% of deaths on NHs
travel on National Highways as a across country fatalities
fundamental right, declaring it an integral ] I I
part of the Right to Life under Article 21 of
the Constitution. The Court took suo motu GolI: 4E’s:
cognisance of two road accidents in Education, i%ztzl;tf:s’ Reduce Road
November 2025, which led to a loss of 34 e decreased by accidents by
lives and has issued wide-ranging Emergency 1% B0 by2020
directives. [In Re: Phalodi Accident vs. MedicalServicos
National Highways Authority of India and
Others (2025)]. The Court has clearly held

Concept of Complete Justice? ,%Zzﬁlooﬂf:f,

What is —
Article 142?

SC is Custodian of Constitution : Enable it to
go beyond procedural constraints

SC may pass such
decree or make such

Non - Exercise of Article 142 may lead to
travesty of Justice

order necessary for
doing “Complete
justice” in any cause

Exercised to ensure observance of
“Due Process of Law”

or matter pending
before it which shall
be enforceable

Canara Bank Case 2003 : Constitution
intends to do “Substantive Justice” & give
primacy to Natural Justice

throughout territory
of India

Anil Kumar Jain Case 2009: HCs doesn’t
have constitutional power to do complete
justice

e Rightto decent
environment including
pollution free water & air

e  Right to Privacy

e Right to Free education
upto 14 years of age

e Right to Free Legal Aid

e Right to travel abroad

e Right against Custodial

harassment

e Right to emergency
medical aid

e Right of women to treated
with decency & dignity

e Right to Information

e Right to be free from
adverse impact of Climate
Change
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Anti - Drone Systems

Context of News :

\ Anti - Drone Systems :

| UNION HOME Minister Amit ‘ / \ f \

Shah on Tuesday said anti-
drone systems will be deployed
along the international border
within the next six months,
underlining the need to view
the BSF’straditional role “from
anew dimension™.
Speakingatan eventnearthe
international border in Rajas-
than’s Bikaner, Shah said that
the BSF must strengthen its pre-
paredness by maintaining con-
stant vigilance against illegal

Golden Dome

-
—

Bullet Curtain &

Silent Hunter by
China

- _4

60. Consider the following statements about

Mission Sudarshan Chakra of India :

1. It aims to enhance India’s air defence,
ballistic missile defence and aerial
offensive capabilities.

2. This Mission is being designed to
enhance rapid, precise, and powerful
defence responses, reinforcing India’s
strategic autonomy.

3. One of the aims of this Mission is to
cover all public places of India by an
expanded nationwide security shield by
2035.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct ?

(a) 1,2and3

(b) 1and2only
(¢) 2and 3only
(d) 1only .
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SYLLABUS :Prelims : Internal Security
Newspaper : The Indian express Page No : 06

which include strategic as well as

any centre of faith, will be given
complete security cover through
new platforms of technology.

— PM Narendra Modi

Red Fort, 15* August

o = h V . . — 8 & R P
/ 1 "wisioN - - / Sy A 2 WHAT IS IT?
5 o 5 § Strengthens Air Defence (AD),
ot t;";’:g::::d { Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD)

India from futuristic . and aerial offensive capabilities.

aerial threats. Fuses cyber, cognitive

P and aerospace domains
l TARGET: 2035 < - into a cohesive “kavach”
to counter futuristic,

7 = complex, massed and
mixed aerial threats
through a unified
strategy.

5 . < - 5 " A whole-of-nation approach with seamless
The project is primarily being coordination among
spearheaded by the

Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO).

i AR FORCE% ISRO CYBER & PRIVATE
E : i Al SYSTEMS DEFENCE

Strengthens India’s

indigenous defence : 2 ; :
capability. H
Enhances strategic

autonomy under NUCLEAR | ISRO : CIVILIAN
Atmanirbhar Bharat. PLANTS FACILITIES MILITARY ASSETS  INFRASTRUCTURE

~ MISSION SUDARSHANA CHAKRA:
7 ONE SHIELD. ONE NATION. ONE FUTURE. e

INDIA’S FUTURISTIC SHIELD

H AN A FOR A SECURE TOMORROW
s ‘ ‘ In the coming 10 years, by 2035, all
_ the important places of the nation,

) i

civilian areas, like hospitals, railways,
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SYLLABUS : Prelims : Important National Parks
Newspaper : The Hindu Page No : 03

Context of News :

Gir National Park

Asiatic Lions :

[ ASIATIE

Two lion cubs have died in
Gujarat’s Gir National Park
region due to a suspected
Babesia infection, while
three other Asiatic lions
died in separate incidents
linked to natural causes
and territorial infighting,
according to the State For-

LION

POPULATION
RISES TO 891IN
2025 CENSUS

A MAJOR CONSERVATION
MILESTONE

INDIA RECORDS
A 32% RISE IN

ASIATIC LIONS
SINCE 2020

Vulnerable on IUCN

Found ONLY in India

o

est Department.
) TYPES OF BIG CATS & THEIR LOCATIONS
7Big Cats WPA 1972 IUCN CITES o iion e
Schedule 1 Endangered Appendix 1 £\
Schedule 1 Vulnerable Appendix 1 Tl VAR SR
R ‘ %& FRICA
Schedule 1 Critically Appendix 1 AN, Americas Ao v
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Ql. With reference to the anti-defection provisions
under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution of Indiaq,
consider the following statements:

1. Anominated member of a House can be
disqualified if he joins a political party after six
months from the date on which he takes his
seat.

2. The decision regarding the disqualification of a
member under the anti-defection law is made
by the Election Commission of India.

3. The anti-defection law was added to the
Constitution through the 52nd Constitutional
Amendment Act, 1985.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) land3only

b) 2only

c) lonly

d) 12and3
Answer: a

Q2. With reference to Nalanda University, consider
the following statements:
1. It was founded in the 5th century CE by
Emperor Kumaragupta |.
2. It was destroyed around 1200 AD by the Turkish
invader Bakhtiyar Khilji.
3. Itisregarded as the world’s first international
residential university.
How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) OnlyOne
b)  Only Two
c) AllThree
d) None
Answer:c
Q3. Which of the following statements correctly
describes Article 142 of the Indian Constitution?
a) Itempowers the President to seek an advisory
opinion from the Supreme Court on questions

of law or fact.

a)  Itempowers the Supreme Court to pass
decrees or orders necessary for doing
complete justice in any case before it.

b) It empowers the President to impose a
Financial Emergency in India.

c) It provides special status to Scheduled
Areas and Tribal Areas.

Answer: b

Q4. Consider the following pairs:

S.No. | Anti-Drone Systems Country
1. Golden Dome Israel

2, Iron Beam US.A

3. Silent Hunter China

How many of the pairs given above is/are
correctly matched?

a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) Al Three

d) None

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to the Asiatic Lion, consider
the following statements:
1. The Asiatic Lion is classified as
“Endangered” on the IUCN Red List.
2. In the wild, Asiatic Lions are found only in

the Gir region of Gujarat.

3. India has recorded a massive decline in the

population of Asiatic Lions since 2020.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

a) land2only

b) 2only

c) Tland3only

d 1,2and3
Answer: b
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