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Background

Operation Sindoor

● Launched at 1:05 a.m. on May 7, 2025.
● Targeted selected terrorist infrastructure after the Pahalgam terror attack (April 

22, 2025).
● Marked a paradigm shift in India’s politico-military doctrine and national security 

approach.
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Shift in India’s Defence Doctrine

From “Reactive Restraint” to “Zero Tolerance”

● Earlier approach relied on restraint and diplomatic responses 
(“dossier approach”).

● Post-Operation Sindoor:
○ Cross-border terrorism treated as an “act of war”.
○ India demonstrated willingness for direct retaliation despite 

nuclear overhang.
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Key Features of Operation Sindoor

● Integrated action by:
○ Indian Air Force
○ Indian Army
○ Indian Navy

● Nine terrorist targets struck successfully.
● Bahawalpur and Muridke in Pakistan targeted.
● Demonstrated seamless tri-services coordination.
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India’s Military Response

Air Operations
● On May 9–10, Pakistan 

attempted strikes on Indian 
military assets.

● India responded with precision 
airstrikes on:
○ Nur Khan
○ Sargodha
○ Murid
○ Bholari air bases

Air Defence
● Robust networked air-defence 

system deployed.
● S-400 missile system effectively 

denied Pakistani airspace 
access.

Strategic Significance

● Showed India’s capability for:
○ Rapid high-impact operations
○ Escalation control under 

nuclear conditions
○ Precision targeting

● Pakistan reportedly forced to seek 
ceasefire quickly.

New Strategic Messaging
● Strong deterrence signal against 

cross-border terrorism.
● Indicates emergence of a “new 

normal” in India’s security doctrine.
● Highlights India’s willingness to 

impose costs on state-sponsored 
terrorism.

Key Focus
● “Innovate, Design, and Manufacture” in 

India.
● Strengthening:

○ Defence manufacturing
○ Aerospace
○ Space
○ Cyber security
○ Artificial Intelligence

Emphasis
● Accelerating Atma Nirbhar Bharat in 

defence sector.
● Greater role for:

○ DRDO
○ DPSUs
○ MSMEs
○ Startups
○ Private sector
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Tech used in Operation Sindoor

Area Key Points

Guidance & 
Navigation

● Precision guidance and navigation technologies were a major 
highlight of Operation Sindoor.

● Guidance and navigation identified among the 75 priority 
technology areas after DRDO’s Anusandhan Chintan Shivir (2022).

● Advanced satellite systems can identify objects as small as 25–30 
cm.

● NavIC provides positional accuracy of nearly 10–20 cm.
● Strong performance of propulsion systems, warheads, and fuses 

improved weapon lethality and reliability.
● Missile technologies strengthened through the Integrated Guided 

Missile Development Programme led by Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam.

Radars & 
Air Defence

● Russian S-400 air defence system received major attention for its 
operational role.

● India used a layered air defence network combining radars and 
missile systems.• Indigenous systems included Rajendra Radar, 
Rohini 3D Radar, Low-Level Lightweight Radar, and LLTR.

● SAMAR and Akash missile systems were used against low-flying 
aerial threats.

● Upgraded Bofors anti-aircraft guns reportedly used to neutralise 
drones in Jammu & Kashmir.

● Upgrades include radar, electro-optical sensors, and 
auto-tracking systems.

● Upgraded systems also deployed near the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC).

Unmanned 
Vehicles 
(Drones)

● First major drone-centric India–Pakistan conflict
● Deep-penetration drone strikes
● Strategic target engagement
● Ineffective Pakistani drone swarms
● Indigenous drone capabilities
● Industry–academia collaboration
● Domestic manufacturing ecosystem
● Secure critical supply chains 
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Tech used in Operation Sindoor

Akash Missile 
System ● Indigenous Akash SAM system

● Short-to-medium-range mobile air defence system, 
Developed by DRDO

●  Used by IAF and Indian Army
●  Defends against aircraft, missiles, drones, UAVs.
●  Developed under IGMDP (1980s)
● High indigenous content
●  Participation of 250+ Indian industries
●  Major contributors: BEL and BDL

Existing Fault Lines in National Security

● Intelligence Gaps : Real-time, actionable 
intelligence still inconsistent lack 
Coordination between civilian and military 
agencies.

● Border Management : LoC vulnerable,  
difficult terrain and porous gaps. Smart 
fencing and tech integration not yet fully 
deployed.

● Delayed Modernisation : Procurement 
bottlenecks and bureaucratic delays, Slow 
Indigenous defence production 

● Jointness & Theatre Commands : 
tri-service synergy still work-in-progress.

● Cyber & Space Vulnerabilities  : threats 
from state and non-state actors (China, 
Pakistan-based groups).

● Terror Ecosystem in Pakistan : Pakistan 
continues to harbour terror groups under 
nuclear shield. No global pressure or 
accountability mechanism.

https://www.drdo.gov.in?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://bel-india.in?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://bdl-india.in?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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What needs to be done?

● Dedicated Cyber Command : Establish an integrated 
Defence Cyber Agency with offensive–defensive capabilities.

● Revamp Intelligence Agencies : Ensure institutional 
coordination between RAW, IB, DIA, NTRO, with regular audits 
& accountability.

● Border Infrastructure Upgrade : Accelerate construction of 
all-weather roads, tunnels (e.g. Zojila), advanced landing 
grounds (ALGs) in border zones.

● Satellite & Space Surveillance : Launch dedicated military 
satellites for 24x7 ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance, 
Reconnaissance) over LoC/LAC.

● Secure Communication Systems : Deploy 
quantum-resistant, encrypted military communication 
networks for seamless tri-service op

Mains Practise Question

Question : “Despite major security reforms, several fault lines 
continue to weaken India’s national security architecture.” 
Discuss the key challenges and suggest measures to address 
them. (10 Marks, 150 words) 
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Background
● India had the 4th highest opium seizures globally in 2020 — 5.2 tonnes.
● India recorded the 3rd highest morphine seizures globally in 2020 — 0.7 tonnes.
● India accounted for 7% of global opium seizures in 2019.
● India accounted for 2% of global heroin seizures in 2019.
● Source: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime World Drug Report 2022.
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Government Initiatives to address drug menace

Specific Government Measure Purpose / Focus

NDPS Act, 1985 Provides legal framework to control drug production, 
possession, trafficking, and consumption.

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) Apex enforcement agency to combat drug trafficking 
and coordinate intelligence.

Narco Coordination Centre 
(NCORD)

Multi-agency mechanism for better coordination 
among Centre, States, and enforcement agencies.

National Action Plan for Drug 
Demand Reduction (NAPDDR)

Prevention of drug abuse through awareness, 
treatment, counselling, and rehabilitation.

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan 
(2020)

Mass awareness campaign targeting youth, schools, 
colleges, and vulnerable districts.

Integrated Rehabilitation 
Centres for Addicts (IRCAs)

Provides de-addiction treatment, counselling, and 
rehabilitation services.

Drug Treatment Clinics (DTCs) Treatment facilities in government hospitals for 
substance abuse victims.

Anti-Narcotics Task Forces 
(ANTFs)

State-level specialised units to strengthen anti-drug 
enforcement.

Seizure & Disposal of Narcotics 
Policy

Ensures quick destruction of seized drugs to prevent 
recirculation.

Project Sunrise HIV prevention and rehabilitation programme for 
drug users in Northeast India.

Tele-MANAS Initiative Mental health counselling and psychological support 
for addiction recovery.

Border Security Strengthening Enhanced surveillance along Golden Crescent and 
Golden Triangle routes.

International Cooperation & 
Intelligence Sharing

Joint anti-narcotics operations with neighbouring 
countries and United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime.
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Mains Practise Question

Question: “Drug abuse is emerging as a major public health and 
social challenge in India.” Analyze the causes behind its rise and 
suggest measures to address the issue.
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Prelims Pointers

Supreme Court on EC 
Appointments Law

Supreme Court Observation

● The Supreme Court 
termed Parliament’s 
decision to replace the 
Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) with a Union 
Minister in the Election 
Commissioner (EC) 
appointment panel as:
○ “Tyranny of the 

elected”
○ “Tyranny of the 

majority”

Background
● A bench led by Justice Dipankar Datta 

questioned the constitutional validity of the 2023 
law on EC appointments.

● The law replaced the CJI with a Union Minister in 
the selection committee.

Previous Appointment System
As per 2023 Supreme Court judgment (Anoop 
Baranwal v. Union of India)
The EC appointment committee consisted of:
● Prime Minister
● Leader of Opposition (LoP) in Lok Sabha
● Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Objective
● Ensure neutrality and independence of the 

Election Commission.
● Reduce executive dominance in appointments.

What the 2023 Law Changed

New Selection Committee

● Prime Minister
● Leader of Opposition
● Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the PM

Key Concern

● Executive gets majority control (2 out of 3 members).
● Raises concerns over independence of the Election Commission.

Supreme Court’s Concerns

● Appointments should be free from executive influence.
● Excluding the judiciary weakens institutional independence.
● Parliament cannot undermine constitutional principles through ordinary legislation.
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Constitutional Basis

Article 324(2)

● Parliament can make laws regarding appointment conditions of Election 
Commissioners.

● Until such law is made, appointments are made by the President.

Court’s Earlier Observations (2023)

● The Constitution intended the Election Commission to function independently and 
fairly.

● Institutional credibility is essential for free and fair elections.

Key Issue

● Balance between:
○ Parliamentary power to legislate
○ Independence of constitutional bodies like the Election Commission.
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Prelims Pointers

● GST Bill  introduced in 2014 (122)
● The Constitution (101st Amendment) Act, 2016. 

○ Central GST- 
○ State GST:  
○ UTGST
○ Integrated GST : to cover inter-state trade.

● GST Council
○ Article 279A 
○ Chairman - FM of India
○ Members-  nominated by the state governments
○ Centre will have 1/3rd voting power, States have 2/3rd.
○ Decisions are taken by 3/4th majority.
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Key Tax Reforms under GST 2.0

● Simplified Rate Structure: Shift from 4 
slabs (5%, 12%, 18%, 28%) → 2 slabs:
○ 5% (merit/essential goods)
○ 18% (standard rate)

■ 40% demerit rate (luxury/sin 
goods like tobacco, pan 
masala)

● Relief on Essentials:
○ Nil GST: Life & health insurance, UHT 

milk, paneer, Indian breads
● Consumer Goods Boost:

○ GST cut 28% → 18%: small cars, TVs, 
ACs, cement, auto parts

○ Renewable energy devices: 12% → 
5%
 → Boosts demand, manufacturing 
& green energy

● Healthcare Support:
○ 33 lifesaving drugs: 12% → 0%
○ Critical cancer/rare disease drugs: 

5% → 0%

● Agriculture & Rural Push:
○ Farm machinery: 12% → 

5%
○ Fertilizer inputs: 18% → 

5%
○ Labour-intensive goods 

(handicrafts, leather): 
12% → 5%

● Trade Facilitation:
○ GSTAT operational by 

Dec 2025
○ Faster refunds, better 

dispute resolution → 
MSME-friendly 
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Prelims Pointers

The war in West Asia has hit the poor more than 
the rich
Key Argument
● Rising fuel and fertiliser prices due to the West 

Asia conflict are increasing the cost of living 
globally.

● The crisis affects poor households 
disproportionately, creating a “K-shaped 
economy”:
○ Rich households maintain or increase 

consumption.
○ Poor households struggle to afford 

essentials.

What is a K-shaped economy?
● A situation where:

○ One section of 
society progresses 
economically.

○ Another section 
faces economic 
decline.

● Economic inequalities 
widen during crises.

Impact of Rising Fuel Prices on US Consumers
Low-income households (<$40k)
● Increased fuel spending by 13.33%.
● Actual fuel consumption fell by almost 7%.
● Had to spend more money but consume 

less fuel.
Middle-income households ($40k–$125k)
● Fuel spending increased by 17%.
● Real fuel consumption declined by 5%.

High-income households ($125k+)
● Spending increased by over 20%.
● Actual fuel consumption barely changed 

(-1%).
Core Insight
● Rich households absorb price shocks by 

spending more.
● Poor households reduce real consumption 

despite spending more money.
● Looking only at nominal spending hides 

deepening inequality.

Why this matters
● Similar patterns emerged 

during the:
○ 2020 COVID-19 crisis
○ 2022 Russia–Ukraine 

energy shock
● Energy inflation 

disproportionately hurts 
poorer sections and poorer 
countries.

Global Dimension
● Rich countries can sustain 

consumption despite higher 
prices.

● Poor countries may be 
forced to cut consumption 
even if expenditure rises.
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Q1. With reference to the GST Council, consider 
the following statements:

1. The Union Finance Minister is the 
Chairperson of the GST Council.

2. The Centre has two-thirds of the total 
voting power in the Council.

3. Decisions of the GST Council are taken by a 
two-thirds majority.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q2. Which of the following are part of the 
Committee that selects the Chief Election 
Commissioner?

1. Prime Minister
2. Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha
3. Chief Justice of India
4. A Union Cabinet Minister nominated by the 

Prime Minister
Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below. 
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 1, 2 and 4 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to Type 1 and Type 2 Diabetes, 
consider the following statements:

1. Type 1 Diabetes occurs when the body does 
not produce enough insulin due to an 
immune system reaction.

2. Type 2 Diabetes occurs when the body 
does not respond properly to insulin and is 
linked to lifestyle and genetic factors.

3. Type 2 Diabetes generally begins in 
childhood, while Type 1 Diabetes is more 
common in middle-aged individuals.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to TARA (Tactical 
Advanced Range Augmentation), consider the 
following statements:

1. TARA is India’s first indigenous glide 
weapon system.

2. It uses advanced low-cost guidance 
systems for precision strikes.

3. It has been developed by DRDO.
Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q5. With reference to GLP-1 drugs, consider the 
following statements:

1. GLP-1 receptor agonists are used in the 
treatment of Type 2 Diabetes and 
obesity.

2. These drugs mimic the natural GLP-1 
hormone that regulates blood sugar and 
appetite.

3. Semaglutide, Liraglutide, and Dulaglutide 
are examples of GLP-1 drugs.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c
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