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CONTEXT: The PM will attend island nation's Golden Jubilee National Day celebrations as 
the Guest of Honour. The trip also coincides with India and Seychelles commemorating 50 
years of diplomatic relations since the archipelago gained independence in 1976.
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Mains Practise Question

Question : Discuss the evolution of India–Africa relations in 
recent years. Highlight key areas of cooperation and the 
challenges faced.
(15 Marks, 250 words)



CONTEXT: The Central Government is working on a scheme to absorb 90% of compliance 
cost borne by MSMEs to soften the disproportionate impact of CBAM by European Union 

Impact of EU Carbon Tax
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Pillar 2 :  How significant is
 India - EU Trade?

Data to Quote :

● EU is India’s largest trading 
partner

● Merchandise Trade : $136 
billion (36% increase in 5 
years) 

● EU is India’s 2nd largest 
destination for Exports 

● EU’s share in Foreign 
Investment stock = € 108 
Billion (2023-24) 

● 6000+ Euro companies in 
India 

● India is EU’s 9th largest 
trading partner 

● India’s share in EU’s trade = 
2.2%
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“E- autos would address transportation 
challenges faced by families & ensure free 

doorstep transport for children requiring 
regular therapy & training particularly 

those with autism & intellectual 
disabilities” 

Context of News :

“Mains” Note Making Format : 

Readymade
INTRO 

As per WHO, any person facing Impairment, activity 
learning & participation restrictions which is normal for 
other human beings is categorised as Person with 
Disability (PwD)

Data to 
QUOTE 

● MoSJ reply in LS 2024 :  2.68 crore or 2.21% of 
population

● 21 categories of Disabilities have been identified 
under RoPWD Act 2016 : Blindness, Mental illness, 
Acid attack victims etc 

Major Issues 
Faced by PwD

● Policy Blindness : Only 21.8 % receive some aid 
from government

● Policy Paralysis : High taxation on assistive 
devices or medical aids

● Underrepresentation : Reservation in Union 
Govt Jobs have never crossed 1.1% (TH Report) 

● Non - Accessible India : Only 3% of Public 
buildings in India are “fully accessible” (UNESCO 
Report) 
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Important Schemes & Initiatives of the Government
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 10
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Context of News : Operation
 Olivia 

By Indian Coast Guard (ICG) to protect 
Olive Ridley Turtle (Vulnerable) 

Operation 
Shiva 

By Indian Army to provide security for 
Amarnath Yatra 

Operation 
Kalanemi 

By Uttarakhand to take strong actions 
against fake saints who cheat people 

Operation
Rising Lion 

By Israel to attack on Nuclear sites of 
Iran : Natanz & Isfahan 

Operation 
Hawk 

By CBI to tackle International Online 
Child Sexual Exploitation 

Operation 
Devil Hunt 

By Muhammad Yunus Govt to target 
loyalists of former PM Sheikh Hasina 

Operation 
Nanhe 

Farishte

During 2018-24 RPF Saved 84,119 
Children from  by Child Trafficking 

Operation 
Sadbhav 

To provide Humanitarian aid to Myanmar, 
Vietnam & Laos affected by Typhoon Yagi 

Operation 
Sindhu 

To evacuate Indian citizens during Iran - 
Israel War 

Operation
Brahma 

To provide Humanitarian aid for Earthquake 
Hit Myanmar 

Operation 
Indravati

Evacuate Indian Citizens from Haiti 

Operation 
Ajay

To Evacuate Indian Citizens From Israel 
during 2023 Israel – Hamas War

Operation 
Karuna 

Launched To Assist Cyclone Mocha hit 
Myanmar

Operation 
Kaveri

To Evacuate Indian Citizens From Sudan due 
to the Civil War In Sudan
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Context of News : MGNREGA VB - G RAM G?

Guarantees 100 Days of 
employment in financial 
year to every rural 
household 

Act increases the 
guarantee to 125 days 
per financial year

Unemployment 
Allowance = Paid by State 
Government if work NOT 
provided within 15 days

Act retain this provision 

Central government 
provides entire cost of 
wages for unskilled 
manual work & 75% of 
material cost

Centrally Sponsored 
Scheme : 60 :40 share & 
90 :10 for Himalayan states 

State Govt’s share 
Administrative costs & 
compensation in case of 
delay in wage payments

Act retain this provision 

MGNREGA VB - G RAM G?

Central government will 
determine state wise normative 
allocation for each financial 
year

State governments will 
announce in advance a period 
of up to 60 days for every 
financial year during which 
works under the scheme will not 
be undertaken

Establishes Councils at the 
Central and state levels to 
undertake implementation and 
monitoring

Constitutes the National Level 
Steering Committee which 
will provide high-level 
oversight

Similar features : 
❏ Biometric authentication for transactions
❏ Geospatial technology for planning and monitoring
❏ Mobile application based dashboards for real time tracking
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Elephas 
Maximus 
Indicus is 

smaller than 
African 

elephant 

Grasslands, 
dry deciduous 

& evergreen 
forests 

IUCN : 
Endangered 

List 
Schedule 1 of 

WPA 1972 

Gestation 
Period : 22 
months 
(longest 

gestation 
period of any 

animal) 

Lifespan : 
40-65 years 

Western Ghats 
: 53% of total 
elephants in 

India 

Highest : 
Karnataka 

>Assam >  TN > 
Kerala 

Snapshot on Elephants for Prelims :
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Nilgiri ER TN, Kerala & 
Karnataka 

Periyar ER Kerala

Mayurbhanj ER Odisha

Kaziranga ER Assam

Rajaji - Corbett ER Uttarakhand 

Project Elephant 1992, “Gaj Yatra” 
Campaign & MIKE Programme 



Q1. With reference to Guru Nanak, consider the 
following statements:

1. He rejected the Upanayana ceremony to 
challenge the concept of Dvija.

2. He worked in the revenue department 
under Daulat Khan Lodi.

3. Guru Ram Das was appointed as the first 
Sikh missionary by Guru Nanak.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. With reference to various Indian rescue 
operations, consider the following statements:

1. Operation Sindhu was undertaken to 
evacuate Indian citizens during the 
Iran–Israel conflict.

2. Operation Brahma was related to the 
evacuation of Indian citizens from Haiti.

3. Operation Indravati was conducted for 
humanitarian aid in earthquake-hit 
Myanmar.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to the employment guarantee 
under VB-GRAM-G, consider the following 
statements:

1. It guarantees 125 days of employment per 
financial year to every rural household.

2. Unemployment allowance is paid by the 
Central Government if work is not provided 
within 15 days.

3. It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with a 
60:40 funding pattern between the Centre 
and the States, excluding the Himalayan 
states.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to Elephants in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. They are included in Schedule I of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

2. The gestation period of elephants is 
about 12 months.

3. Around 90% of India’s elephant 
population is found in the Western Ghats.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: a

Q5. Match the following treaties with their 
significance: 

Select the correct answer using the code given 
below:
a) 1–A, 2–B, 3–C
b) 1–B, 2–C, 3–A
c) 1–C, 2–A, 3–B
d) 1–B, 2–A, 3–C

Answer: d
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Treaty Significance

1. Treaty of Paris (1951) A. European Economic 
Community

2. Treaty of Rome (1957) B. European Coal & 
Steel Community

3. Maastricht Treaty 
(1992)

C. Formal 
establishment of the 
European Union




