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Mains Practise Question

The global climate finance 
landscape is at an inflection 
point. While COP29 set a new 
target of $300 billion per year 
by 2035, this remains well 
below the $1.3 trillion annually 
that developing economies 
estimate is needed. Discuss. 
(15 Marks, 250 words)

UPSC PYQ (P) 2016

With reference to the Agreement at the UNFCCC Meeting in 

Paris in 2015, which of the following statements is/are 

correct?
1. The Agreement was signed by all the member countries of the UN, 

and it will go into effect in 2017.

2. The Agreement aims to limit the greenhouse gas emissions so that 

the rise in average global temperature by the end of this century 

does not exceed 2ºC or even 1.5ºC above pre-industrial levels.

3. Developed countries acknowledged their historical responsibility in 

global warming and committed to donate $ 1000 billion a year from 

2020 to help developing countries to cope with climate change.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3
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Mains Practise Question

Urban fires in India are predictable, preventable, and recurring — fuelled 
not by chance but by regulatory failure, political indifference, and a 
culture that normalises illegal construction. Comment.
(15 Marks, 250 words)



Data Bank

"Underutilization of funds" or "achievement of targets."
● Out of a total financial outlay of ~₹14,450 crore, only ₹10,194 crore was released, 

and ₹9,261 crore was actually utilized.
● The Training-Certification Gap: ~22L
● Placement Deficit: only 41%

"Structural Issues in Skilling"
● 40% of all trainees were trained in just three sectors: apparel, electronics, and 

retail.
● Food Processing sector accounted for a mere 0.48% of trainees/ Tourism sector @ 

only 3.8% 

"Challenges in Scheme Implementation" or "Center-State Coordination."
● "Neelima Moving Pictures" = non-existent
● "blame game"
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29th National Awards for e-Governance (NAeG) 2026, Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions

Agricultural Transformation: Agri Stack
● Data/ tech/ credit/ EWS

Consumer Rights & Grievance Redressal: e-Jagriti
● Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
● SECTORS: insurance, banking, housing, electricity, financial services, medical care, 

automobiles, and retail

Crowd Management, Mega-Event Logistics: Mahakumbh 2025
● Prayagraj Mela Authority

Next-Gen Healthcare: eSanjeevani AI Integration
● AI-enabled clinical decision support system/ telemedicine
● Blood Bag Traceability Portal by Kerala

Judicial Efficiency: District Court Case Management System
● Kerala High Court

Mains Value Addition
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Government of India’s schemes

Core Infrastructure & Development Schemes
● PM-DevINE
● North East Special Infrastructure Development Scheme (Roads, Other Than Road 

Infrastructure) 
● Schemes of the North Eastern Council

Industrial & Livelihood Expansion Schemes
● UNNATI-2024
● Mission Organic Value Chain Development for North Eastern Region
● North-East Industrial Development Scheme

Connectivity & Strategic Linkages
● Ude Desh ka Aam Nagrik - NE Lifeline
● Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan for NER

Mains Value Addition
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India–U.K. GSCO Launch

China refines over 60% of the world's lithium and 80% of rare earth elements.

Mains Value Addition
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Operating Institution Country Core Domain Expertise

TEXMiN (Technology 
Innovation in Exploration 
& Mining Foundation)

India Specialized mining innovation 
hub backed by the Department 
of Science and Technology 
(DST).

IIT (ISM) Dhanbad India India's premier institute for 
mineralogy, earth sciences, and 
exploration tech.

University of Cambridge United 
Kingdom

Global leader in advanced 
materials research, data 
analytics, and macroeconomic 
supply modeling.
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WHAT JUST HAPPENED?
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When Cyclone Dana approached Odisha’s in October 2024

India’s coastline is now 
officially reassessed at 

11,098.81 km

Larger exposure to “cluster of 
linked hazards”

~250 mn people live within 
50 km of the coast

UNDP note on India’s 
coastal resilience

What is actually threatening 
the coast? 🌪🌊

● Sea-level rise
● Cyclones
● Storm surges
● Coastal erosion
● Saline intrusion
● Flooding and waterlogging
● Damage to homes, crops, 

fisheries, and infrastructure
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2 competing ideas: GREY infra vs LIVING infra

Seawalls

Groynes

Embankments

Tetrapods

Breakwaters
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2 competing ideas: GREY infra vs LIVING infra

Grey infrastructure EbA / green infrastructure

Main tool Seawalls, embankments, 
groynes, tetrapods

Mangroves, seagrass, coral reefs, wetlands

Strength Immediate, visible protection in 
high-density zones

Natural buffering, resilience, livelihood 
support

Weakness Expensive maintenance; can shift 
erosion elsewhere

Slower to mature; needs protection and space

Extra 
benefits

Mostly single-purpose Biodiversity, fisheries, carbon storage, 
livelihoods

Policy 
challenge

Easy to budget and showcase Harder to classify and measure

Best use Urbanized, high-value stretches Ecologically suitable coastal stretches and 
buffers 
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CBD and UNEP: a nature-based approach that helps reduce vulnerability and strengthen 

resilience.

Ecosystem-based Adaptation

“Mangroves are not just trees on mud. They are natural coastal 
defence systems.”

● Absorbing wave energy
● Reducing storm surge speed 
● Trapping sediment
● Stabilising shorelines
● Reducing erosion
● Supporting fish nurseries
● Storing carbon
● Supporting local livelihoods

THEN Why seawalls still 
dominate spending?
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Not just a bilateral visit, but a hedge

That is why Delcy Rodríguez’s visit to New 
Delhi matters so much right now. 
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📜 The Bedrock: Understanding Indus Waters Treaty, 1960

River 
System

Rivers Allocation Primary Use

󰏝 
Eastern 
Rivers

Sutlej, 
Beas, 
Ravi

India 
(Unrestrict
ed Use)

Irrigation in 
Punjab, Haryana, 
Rajasthan

󰐣 
Western 
Rivers

Indus, 
Jhelum, 
Chenab

Pakistan 
(Unrestrict
ed Use)

~80% of total 
water flow. 
Pakistan's lifeline.

Permanent Indus Commission

Dispute Resolution 
Mechanism

Key 
Institutions 
under IWT
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Flashpoint: The Two Chenab River Projects 🏗

Dimension India’s Strategic Position 󰏝 Pakistan’s Legal Stance 󰐣

Treaty 
Status

The IWT is held in abeyance/suspended. This 
was triggered after an April 2025 terrorist 
attack on tourists in Kashmir led to intense 
missile, drone, and artillery exchanges in May 
2025 that killed nearly 70 people.

The treaty remains fully binding on both 
nations. Pakistan argues that the 1960 
text contains absolutely no mechanism 
for either country to unilaterally withdraw 
or suspend its provisions.

Arbitration 
Legitiacy

Rejects the authority of the Hague-based 
Court of Arbitration. New Delhi labeled its May 
15, 2026 ruling as an "illegally constituted 
so-called Court" and declared its decisions 
null and void.

Welcomes the Court of Arbitration's May 
15, 2026 decision, using it to validate its 
stance that the treaty is active and 
international law protects its 
downstream rights.

Consultation 
Protocol

Asserts its sovereign right to press ahead with 
infrastructure and water management 
projects within the territories it controls.

Demands strict adherence to prior 
consultation. It warns that any unilateral 
modification of cross-border waterways 
will be treated as an "act of war".
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UPSC PYQ (P) 2021

With reference to the Indus river 
system, of the following four 
rivers, three of them pour into 
one of them which joins the 
Indus directly. Among the 
following, which one is such a 
river that joins the Indus direct?

(a) Chenab

(b) Jhelum

(c) Ravi

(d) Sutlej

UPSC PYQ (P) 2019

Consider the following pairs:

Which of the pairs given above are 

correctly matched?
(a) 1, 2 and 4

(b) 1, 3 and 4

(c) 2 and 5

(d) 3 and 5

Glacier River

1. Bandarpunch Yamuna

2. Bara Shigri Chenab

3. Milam Mandakini

4. Siachen Nubra

5. Zemu Manas



Q1. With reference to global climate finance 
commitments, consider the following 
statements:

1. At Copenhagen (COP15), developed 
countries pledged to mobilise $100 billion 
per year by 2020.

2. At Glasgow (COP26), the $100 billion target 
was extended up to 2025.

3. At Baku (COP29), a new climate finance 
goal of $500 billion per year by 2032 was 
adopted.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. Consider the following statements:
1. FPI outflows can put pressure on the rupee, 

leading to depreciation.
2. Depreciation of the rupee can decrease 

import costs and reduce inflation.
3. Higher inflation and fiscal deficit can 

negatively impact GDP growth.
Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c

Q3. With reference to grey infrastructure and 
ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA), consider 
the following statements:

1. Grey infrastructure includes seawalls, 
embankments, groynes, and tetrapods.

2. EbA includes mangroves, coral reefs, 
wetlands, and seagrass.

3. EbA approaches are slower to mature and 
require protection and space.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q4. With reference to the Indus River system, 
consider the following statements:

1. Under the Indus Water Treaty, eastern 
rivers (Sutlej, Beas, Ravi) are allocated to 
Pakistan.

2. Western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab) 
are allocated to India for unrestricted 
use.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
not correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: c

Q5. Arrange the following countries in 
descending order of crude oil reserves:

1. Venezuela
2. Saudi Arabia
3. Iran
4. Canada

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) 1 > 2 > 3 > 4
b) 1 > 2 > 4 > 3
c) 2 > 1 > 3 > 4
d) 2 > 3 > 1 > 4

Answer: a
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