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● Signed
○ 📍 Mecca, Saudi Arabia
○ 📅 7 August 2026

● Core Principle
○ "Attack on one = attack on all."
○ An armed attack against one member is to be treated as an attack against all 

three.
● Nature of the Agreement

○ Joint defence cooperation
○ Mutual deterrence
○ Defence coordination
○ Strategic cooperation
○ Described by members as defensive
○ Not formally a NATO-style alliance, despite comparisons in public commentary.
○ Some label it as Muslim NATO.
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Why has the Agreement Emerged?

● Growing West Asian Instability
○ Iran-Israel conflict
○ Regional armed groups have increased security concerns among Gulf.

● Search for Greater Strategic Autonomy
○ Saudi Arabia is seeking greater diversification of its security partnerships.

● Strengthening Saudi-Pakistan Defence Ties
○ Builds upon the longstanding Saudi-Pakistan military relationship and the 

bilateral Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement signed in 2025.
● Türkiye's Expanding Regional Role

○ Türkiye brings significant military-industrial and technological capabilities to the 
partnership.

● Military Capability Synergy
○ Saudi Arabia - Financial & energy power
○ Pakistan - Large military + nuclear power
○ Türkiye - Military technology + defence industry

● Reduced Dependence on External Security Guarantees
○ Creates another layer of security cooperation outside traditional US-led 

arrangements.
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Why the Agreement is NOT Necessarily a Major Setback for India
● India's Strong Saudi Relationship

○ India-Saudi ties have expanded across:
○ Energy
○ Investment
○ Trade
○ Defence
○ Counter-terrorism
○ Saudi Arabia remains an important economic and energy partner for 

India.
● Saudi Arabia Has Its Own Strategic Interests

○ Riyadh is unlikely to completely subordinate its economic and diplomatic 
interests to Pakistan.

● Agreement is Primarily West Asia-Focused
○ The signatories have described it as defensive and not directed at a 

specific country.
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● India is Not Militarily Isolated
○ India has strong partnerships 

with:
○ USA
○ France
○ Japan
○ Australia
○ UAE
○ Israel
○ Eg: Quad and Indo-Pacific 

partnerships diversify India's 
strategic options.

Way Forward

● Deepen India-Saudi Strategic 
Partnership
○ Expand cooperation in:
○ Defence, Investment
○ Energy, Counter-terrorism

● Strengthen India-UAE-Saudi 
Engagement
○ Use platforms such as I2U2 

and India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEC).

● Maintain Strategic Autonomy
○ India should avoid being 

drawn into competing West 
Asian blocs.

● Strengthen Maritime Capabilities
○ Enhance surveillance and 

naval preparedness across the 
Indian Ocean.

● Diversify Energy Sources
○ Expand: Strategic Petroleum 

Reserves
○ Renewable energy
○ Nuclear power
○ Multiple crude suppliers

● Strengthen Iran Engagement
○ Maintain Chabahar connectivity 

to preserve India's strategic 
access to Afghanistan and 
Central Asia.

● Prepare for Diaspora Evacuation
○ Build upon India's experience of 

Operation Ganga and Operation 
Kaveri for future West Asian 
contingencies.

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION:

“The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement 

reflects the emergence of a new regional 

security architecture in West Asia. Examine 

its implications for India's strategic 

interests.”

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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What is Begging?
● Begging broadly involves soliciting 

or receiving alms in public places 

or entering private premises for this 

purpose.

○ Some state laws also include 

displaying injuries, 

deformities or other 

conditions to solicit alms.

● Important distinction

○ Begging ≠ Poverty

● Begging may also be linked to:

○ Homelessness

○ Disability, Mental illness

○ Old age, Unemployment

○ Trafficking, Social exclusion

● As per Census 2011, India has 

around 4,13,670 beggars and 

vagrants. 

○ WB leads with the highest 

numbers, followed by UP and 

BH.
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Impacts of Begging:
● Human Dignity

○ Exposes vulnerable persons to 

humiliation, exploitation and 

violence.

● Child Exploitation

○ Children may be denied education.

● Inter-generational Poverty

○ Children growing up on streets may 

remain trapped in poverty and 

exclusion.

● Public Health Concerns

○ Homeless persons may lack access 

to sanitation, healthcare and 

nutrition.

● Organised Exploitation

○ Criminal networks may exploit 

children and PwD for monetary gain.

● Urban Governance Challenge

○ Begging around major intersections, 

railway stations and religious 

centres creates challenges for urban 

authorities.

Begging: Criminalisation vs Rehabilitation:
Traditional Approach

● Begging = Public nuisance / 

law-and-order issue

➡ Police action

➡ Detention

➡ Removal from public spaces

● Several States have anti-begging laws, 

with many adopting versions of the 

Bombay Prevention of Begging Act, 1959.

Rights-Based Approach

● Begging = manifestation of 

socio-economic vulnerability

➡ Identification

➡ Shelter

➡ Healthcare

➡ Counselling

➡ Skill development

➡ Livelihood

➡ Social security

Constitutional & Legal Framework
● Article 14: Equality before law.

● Article 21: Right to life and dignity.

● Article 23: Protection against trafficking 

and forced labour.

● Article 41: State shall make effective 

provision for:

○ Right to work

○ Education

○ Public assistance in cases of 

unemployment, old age, 

sickness and disablement.

● Article 47: Improvement of public 

health.

● State Anti-Begging Laws

● Juvenile Justice Act, 2015

○ Provides protection and 

rehabilitation for children found 

begging and penalises those 

who employ children for 

begging.
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Judicial Perspective

● Harsh Mander v. UoI case (2018)

● The Delhi HC struck down several 
provisions of the Bombay Prevention of 
Begging Act as unconstitutional in Delhi.

● Core principle

○ The State cannot treat poverty 
itself as a crime.

● The Supreme Court in:

● M.S. Patter v. State of NCT of Delhi 

● Held that state-run beggars’ homes are 
neither “quasi-penal facilities” nor acts 
of “discretionary charity” but are 
constitutional trusts.

Government Initiatives

● SMILE Scheme (2022 - MoSJE)

○ Support for Marginalized 
Individuals for Livelihood and 
Enterprise

○ Aims to rehabilitate beggars by 
providing medical care, 
education, and skills training, 
working toward a "beggar-free" 
India by 2026.

● Shelter & Urban Welfare Programmes

● Child Protection Mechanisms

○ Children found begging are 
brought under the 
child-protection framework.

● Decriminalisation of Begging

Case Studies

● 📌 Delhi – Child Begging Initiative 
(2026)
○ Approach: Protection + 

counselling + family support 
+ safe alternatives.

○ Lesson: Child begging should 
be addressed through child 
protection rather than 
punishment.

● 📌 Indore – Begging Rehabilitation 
Initiatives
○ Approach: Identification and 

rehabilitation of persons 
begging at major public 
places.

○ Lesson: Urban local bodies 
can combine enforcement 
with welfare interventions.

Persisting Challenges

● Criminalisation of Poverty
● Lack of Accurate Data
● Inadequate Rehabilitation Capacity
● Organised Begging Networks
● Poor Inter-State Coordination
● Lack of Livelihood Opportunities
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 MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION

Ques. "Begging in India is more a manifestation of social exclusion and 
poverty than an individual choice." Discuss the causes and 
consequences of begging and suggest a humane approach to address 
it.

(10 marks, 150 words)
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● Fiscal crowding-out: Rising UCT 

expenditure can reduce fiscal space for 

education, health and infra.

● Opportunity cost: Alternative public 

investments are being sacrificed.

● Targeting vs universality: Risk leakages 

and inclusion errors if poorly targeted.

● Empowerment vs dependency: Cash 

support should ideally complement, not 

substitute, employment, skilling and public 

services.

● Political economy: Expansion of cash 

transfers close to elections raises concerns 

about short-term electoral incentives vs 

long-term fiscal sustainability.

● Gender dimension: Women's cash transfers 

can enhance financial autonomy and 

household bargaining power.

● 16th Finance Commission angle: Rising 

committed expenditure can constrain 

States' ability to invest in new infrastructure 

and services.

Useful Data Points from the Article

● In JH, KA and WB, UCT spending exceeds 

50% of state education expenditure.

● In JH, UCT expenditure is around 10% of total 

State expenditure.

● UCT schemes have also become significant 

relative to health budgets in several States.
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Integrated Theatre Command (ITC)
● A unified military command where 

elements of the Army, Navy and Air 
Force are placed under a single 
theatre commander.

● Core Idea:
○ “One theatre → One 

commander → Integrated 
forces.”

● Purpose:
○ Improve jointness and 

coordination.
○ Enable faster decision-making 

and integrated warfighting.
○ Avoid duplication of resources.
○ Optimal utilisation of 

manpower & equipment.
● How is it different from present 

system?
○ Traditionally, the three 

Services largely operate 
through their separate 
command structures.

● Chief of Defence Staff (CDS):
○ The CDS is driving the process 

of greater jointness and 
integration.

○ General N.S. Raja Subramani.
● Legal Foundation:

○ Inter-Services Organisations 
(Command, Control & 
Discipline) Act, 2023

● ITCs are part of the broader move 
towards integrated warfare across 
Multi-Domain:
○ Land
○ Sea
○ Air
○ Space
○ Cyber
○ Cognitive domain.
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Exam Traps

● ITC means only the Army and Air Force operate under one commander → 

WRONG

● ITC is the same as Integrated Battle Group (IBG) → WRONG

● ITCs eliminate the separate identities of the three Services → WRONG

● CDS is the commander of all Theatre Commands → WRONG

● ITCs are meant only for land warfare → WRONG



  

Types of Writs in India

       
  

SYLLABUS : Prelims : Polity
Newspaper : The Hindu    Page No : 03

The 
Analyst 
Handout

    10th August  2026 

News Summary
● The case relates to the alleged unlawful detention by Excise Police officials.
● The father approached the Patna High Court through a writ petition of habeas corpus, 

seeking judicial intervention.
● The case highlights the role of constitutional courts in protecting personal liberty and 

ensuring an effective investigation.

Types of Writs in India
● The Constitution empowers the SC (U/A 32) and HC (U/A 226) to issue five types of 

writs for protection of rights and judicial review.

Exam Traps
● Supreme Court can issue writs under Article 226 → WRONG

● High Courts can issue writs only for Fundamental Rights → WRONG

● Prohibition can be issued after a lower court has passed its final order → WRONG

● Mandamus can be issued against the President or Governor → WRONG

● Quo Warranto can be issued against a private office → WRONG

● Habeas Corpus can be used only by the detained person → WRONG
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V.D. Savarkar (Vinayak Damodar Savarkar)
● Major Organization:

○ Founded Abhinav Bharat Society in 
1904.

○ It was initially known as Mitra Mela.
○ Established Free India Society (1906, 

London)
○ Joined India House in London, a 

centre of revolutionary nationalist 
activity.

● Important Book:
○ The Indian War of Independence of 

1857 (published in 1909).
● Arrest & Transportation:

○ Arrested by the British in 1910.
○ Sentenced to 2 life imprisonments 

(50 yr)
○ Imprisoned in Cellular Jail, Port Blair 

(A&N)
● Hindutva:

○ His work Essentials of Hindutva 
(1923) articulated his conception of 
Hindutva.

○ Published as Hindutva: Who is a 
Hindu?

● Ratnagiri Period:
○ Released from the Cellular Jail in 

1921.
○ Worked against untouchability and 

for social reform within Hindu 
society.

● Hindu Mahasabha:
○ Served as President (1930s–40s).

● Quit India Movement (1942):
○ The Hindu Mahasabha under 

Savarkar did not support the Quit 
India Movement.

● Gandhi Assassination Case:
○ Savarkar was tried but acquitted in 

the assassination case of Mahatma 
Gandhi in 1948 due to insufficient 
evidence.

Exam Traps

● Savarkar founded the Ghadar Party → 

WRONG

● He founded the Indian National 

Congress → WRONG

● The Indian War of Independence of 1857 

was written in Hindi → WRONG

● Savarkar was convicted for Gandhi's 

assassination → WRONG 

● Savarkar supported the Quit India 

Movement → WRONG

● Savarkar coined the term Hindutva → 

WRONG
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Aircraft Turbulence
● It is the irregular and sudden movement 

of an aircraft caused by disturbances in 

the surrounding airflow.

● Main Cause:

○ Rapid changes in air velocity and 

direction create unstable airflow 

around the aircraft.

● Is Turbulence Dangerous?

○ Most turbulence is not dangerous 

to the aircraft itself.

○ However, unrestrained passengers 

and crew can suffer serious 

injuries.

○ Hence, keeping seat belts 

fastened is the most important 

safety precaution.

Exam Traps

● Turbulence means the aircraft is losing 

engine power → WRONG

● Clear-air turbulence occurs only inside 

clouds → WRONG

● Turbulence is caused only by bad 

weather → WRONG

● Jet streams can produce wake 

turbulence → WRONG

● Clean air turbulence is caused by wingtip 

vortices → WRONG



Q1. With reference to the Mecca Joint Defence 
Agreement, consider the following statements:

1. It was signed by Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and 
Türkiye.

2. It provides that an armed attack against 
one of the three countries shall be treated 
as an attack against all.

3. The Agreement contains an explicit 
provision for a joint nuclear deterrence 
framework among the member countries.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two 
c) All Three 
d) None

Answer: b 

Q2. With reference to the proposed Integrated 
Theatre Commands (ITCs) in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. An Integrated Theatre Command 
envisages operational integration of the 
Army, Navy and Air Force under a unified 
commander for a specified theatre.

2. An Integrated Theatre Command is the 
same as an Integrated Battle Group.

3. Integrated Theatre Commands are meant 
only for land warfare.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two 
c) All Three 
d) None

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to V.D. Savarkar, consider the 
following statements:

1. He founded the Abhinav Bharat Society in 
1904.

2. Under his leadership, the Hindu Mahasabha 
supported the Quit India Movement of 1942.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only 
b) 2 only 
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q4. With reference to the writs in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. High Courts can issue writs only for the 
enforcement of Fundamental Rights.

2. A writ of Prohibition is issued to prevent 
a lower court from exceeding its 
jurisdiction before it passes its final 
order.

3. A writ of Mandamus cannot be issued 
against the President of India.

4. A writ of Quo Warranto can be issued 
against a private entity.

Which of the statements given above are 
NOT correct?
a) 1 and 4 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1, 2 and 3 only 
d) 2, 3 and 4 only

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to aircraft turbulence, 
consider the following statements:

1. Clear-air turbulence usually occurs 
without visible clouds and is commonly 
associated with jet streams.

2. Turbulence necessarily means that the 
aircraft is losing engine power.

3. Wake turbulence is caused by wingtip 
vortices generated by another aircraft.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One 
b) Only Two 
c) All Three 
d) None

Answer: b
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