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Mains Practise Question

Question : What is PM - KUSUM Yojana? Is it responsible for India’s 
Groundwater crisis? Critically Evaluate. 
(150 words, 10 marks) 
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Chapter 1 :  “Basics” of 
Census 2027 :

❏ National Platform for the 
Rights of the Disabled 
(NPRD)  : raised concerns 
over the proposed 
classification of disabilities 
for enumeration in Census 
2027

❏ Only 9-category framework 
does not adequately include 
several disabilities 
recognised under the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities 
(RPwD) Act, 2016

Context of News :

First mention of 
Census 

Arthashastra 

Detailed Census Data Ain i Akbari

First complete census 
of city : Dacca

Henry Walter

First Non - 
Synchronous census 
1872

Lord Mayo

First Synchronous 
Census 1881

WC Plowden

● Decennial Census : 
Census Act 1948

● Census = Union Subject 
under Article 246

● Office of Registrar General 

● under Ministry of Home 
Affairs 
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Question : What are the salient features of the Rights of People 
with Disabilities Act 2016? How far it has faired to ensure the 
“Idea of Accessibility”?
(10 Marks, 150 words)

Mains Practise Question
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❏ The Supreme Court 
has turned to Gen Z 
& Gen Alpha to 
“educate” their 
elders against the 
careless & 
excessive 
generation of 
everyday garbage 

❏ Requirement of 
“Social 
Engineering” : 
Entitled to generate 
but not to 
cooperate and 
control the impact 
of solid waste 
management 

Context of News :
Intensity of Threat : CPCB 
Report 2024 : 
● India : 1.85 Lakh 

tonnes of waste 
daily 

● 96% collected > 61% 
treated > 21% 
landfilled 

● 0.34 kg / person / per 
day (2023) to 0.7 kg 
/ person / day (2025) 

● Surpass Germany 
(4th position) by 
2030

● Only about 50% of 
generated waste is 
treated 
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Report by 
Parliamentary 

Standing Committee 
on External Affairs : 

“India’s Role & 
Presence in Arctic & 
Antarctic Regions” 

Context of News : India’s Research in Arctic :

❏ Svalbard Treaty 1920 : Indians can visit Svalbard 
Archipelago (Norway & North Pole) without Visa & 
engage in commercial ventures 

❏ 1 out of 2 Developing nations to have research station 
at Arctic : HIMADRI (2008) 

❏ Recent Research : Arctic - Indian Monsoon 
Teleconnection 

❏ 1900-2020 : Temperature risen by 4 degree celsius

❏ Arctic sea ice declining by 13% per decade

❏ IndArc = Underwater observatory to study Arctic
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Q1. With reference to the Census in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The first mention of the Census is found in 
Arthashastra.

2. The first non-synchronous census in India 
was conducted in 1872 during the tenure of 
W.C. Plowden.

3. The first synchronous census in India was 
conducted in 1881 under Lord Mayo and 
W.C. Plowden.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three 
d) None

Answer: a

Q2. With reference to waste management in 
India, consider the following statements:

1. India generates around 1.85 lakh tonnes of 
waste daily as per the CPCB Report 2024.

2. About 96% of waste is collected, of which 
around 61% is treated, and 21% is landfilled.

3. Only about half of the total generated 
waste is treated.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q3. How many of the following countries have 
parts within the Arctic Circle?

1. Sweden
2. Finland
3. Greenland
4. Canada
5. United States

Select the answer using the code given below:
a) Only Two
b) Only Three 
c) Only Four
d) All Five

Answer: d

Q4. Which of the following writings were 
authored by Bhagat Singh?

1. Why I am an Atheist
2. Philosophy of the Bomb
3. Introduction to “Dreamland”

Select the answer using the code given below:
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b

Q5. With reference to the Mid-Day Meal 
Scheme, consider the following statements:

1. It covers children up to Class VIII or in the 
age group of 6–14 years.

2. The scheme provides 700 calories for 
primary students and 450 calories for 
upper primary students.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a
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