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Memorandum of Arrangement on 
Maritime Security

📌 PRELIMS POINTER: Key Bilateral Exercises
● JIMEX (Naval)
● Dharma Guardian (Army)
● Veer Guardian (Air Force)
● Malabar Naval Ex (QUAD)

🌏 From "Look East" to 
"Special Strategic 

Partners"

● Japan’s Official 
Development Assistance

● 2014: Special Strategic and 
Global Partnership

● Anxiety over an 
expansionist China
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Free and Open Indo-Pacific

Rule of Law and Freedom 
of Navigation

Economic Prosperity

Peace and Stability

MAHASAGAR and SAGAR 
initiative
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⚙ Beyond Handshakes

What more is needed?
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Mains Practise Question

"The India-Japan maritime partnership is 
transitioning from a shared strategic anxiety to a 
shared industrial base." Critically evaluate this 
statement in light of the 2026 Maritime Security MoA 
and the push for joint naval shipbuilding.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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A Brief History of India’s 
Nuclear Rulebook

Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act 
(CLNDA), 2010

Atomic Energy Act (AEA), 1962
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Key Nuclear Institutions

📌 PRELIMS POINTERS: 

Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd
● PSU u/Department of Atomic Energy

Atomic Energy Regulatory Board
● The apex safety regulator
● Exec body (not statutory)
● Reports to Atomic Energy Commission (DAE Secy)

Nuclear Energy Regulatory and Development Council
● Proposed statutory body

 

Key Features of the SHANTI Act 
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If the damage exceeds ₹1,500 Crore, the 
Central Government steps in to cover the 
gap (up to 300 million SDRs)

⚙ The SHANTI Rulebook: 4 Pillars of Private 
Integration

“De-risk nuclear investments”

● Single Composite Licence
● "In-Principle Approval" before 

safety license
● Reactor design must be certified 

and already operational in its 
"country of origin"

● Intellectual Property vesting rules
● Nuclear Liability Fund

🛣 The Way Forward
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Mains Practise Question
"The transition of India’s nuclear sector 
from a state monopoly to a privatized 
ecosystem requires a regulatory 
architecture that is completely severed 
from the executive." Critically analyze this 
statement in the context of the SHANTI Act 
2025.
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Mains Value Addition

Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 1
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 10

● Rank Vulnerability: 80% among lower ranks

● On-Duty vs. Leave: 77% on duty

Key Drivers
● High-stress, conflict-prone areas

● Prolonged deployment + Long working hours

● Severe work-life balance issues

● Limited leave policies

● Stagnation & Grievance Redressal

Key Drivers
● NHRC notices to the MHA + CRPF Director General

● Creation of a High-Level Core Group

● “Talking Circles”

● Ayushman CAPF

● Chaupal System

Green AI/Data Centre Vertical
● Seawater-based Cooling

● Waste-Heat Recovery for Desalination

● Submarine Connectivity

The Carrying Capacity Conflict
● Sundaland Biodiversity Hotspot

● Thermal Pollution

● Land-Use Overlap

● Demographic Swamping

● Threat to PVTGs
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Mains Value Addition

Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 10

Vanashakti vs Union of India 

(July 2026)
● Sec 3 of Environment (Protection) Act, 

1986 = EIA, 2006

● Over the years, many projects started 

without prior EC

○ 2017: one-time statutory 

window (CLOSED)

○ 2021: Office Memorandum (OM)

● Supreme Court struck down the 2021 

regularisation route

○ Administrative OM 

○ Bureaucratic memos.

What happens to massive 
infrastructure and 
industrial projects that 
start building without 
getting an Environmental 
Clearance first? 
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Core concepts
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 1

  1978 ‘industry’ definition void

Fast forward to the 2026 nine-judge bench ruling



The 
Analyst 
Handout

21st August, 2026

SYLLABUS: Prelims: Core concepts
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 1

  1978 ‘industry’ definition void



The 
Analyst 
Handout

21st August, 2026

SYLLABUS: Prelims: Schemes for Vulnerable Sections
Newspaper : The Hindu; Page No : 16

What is the NAMASTE 
scheme?
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Wildlife news update: NTCA 
and Satkosia TR
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The Updated Index of Core Industries

Office of Economic Adviser, 
DPIIT, MoC&I

IoECI ~ 40.27% of IIP

SYLLABUS: Prelims:  Core Sectors
Newspaper : The Hindu; Page No : 1

What is the status of core 
sectors?



SYLLABUS: Prelims:  Core Sectors
Newspaper : The Hindu; Page No : 1

What is the status of core 
sectors?

The 
Analyst 
Handout

21st August, 2026



Daily Quiz
The 

Analyst 
Handout

21st August, 2026

Q1. With reference to the ‘Triple Test’ laid down by 
the Supreme Court in Bangalore Water Supply 
and Sewerage Board v. A. Rajappa (1978) 
regarding industrial disputes resolution, 
consider the following statements:

1. The activity must involve systematic and 
organised activity.

2. It must involve cooperation between 
employers and employees.

3. The activity must be directed towards the 
production or distribution of goods or 
services to satisfy human wants and wishes.

4. The test applies only to activities 
undertaken by private-sector enterprises.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?

a. 1, 2 and 3 only
b. 2 and 4 only
c. 1 and 3 only
d. 1, 2, 3 and 4

Answer: a

Q2. With reference to the NAMASTE Scheme, 
consider the following statements:

1. It aims at the rehabilitation of manual 
scavengers.

2. It promotes mechanised sanitation and 
worker safety.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c

Q3. With reference to Tiger Reserves in India, 
consider the following statements:

1. The National Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA) is responsible for approving 
changes in the boundaries of Tiger 
Reserves.

2. Tiger corridors facilitate the movement of 
tigers between protected areas.

3.    Tiger Reserves are protected under the    
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a. Only One
b. Only Two
c. All three
d. None

Answer: c

Q4. With reference to the Index of Core 
Industries (ICI), consider the following 
statements:

1. The ICI has a base year of 2022–23.
2. Electricity has the highest weight in the 

ICI, followed by refinery products.
3. The ICI is associated with the Office of 

the Economic Adviser under DPIIT.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a. Only one
b. Only two
c. All three
d. None

Answer: c

Q5. With reference to India’s nuclear 
institutions, consider the following 
statements:

1. The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board 
(AERB) is the apex safety regulator for 
atomic energy activities.

2. The AERB is a statutory body.
3. The Nuclear Energy Regulatory and 

Development Council is a proposed 
statutory body.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

a. Only One
b. Only Two
c. All Three 
d. None

Answer: b




