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CONTEXT: Decoding the India-Japan Maritime Pact
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Mapping Japan'’s Indo-Pacific investment strategy,
China’s Maritime Silk Road program

China’s Belt and
Road Initiative
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by Japanese foreign ministry, Chinese media
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1 Beyond Handshakes

4 Pillars of the 2026 Maritime MoA

India, Ja
co—dev

n sign first defence
opment pact to build

—

ANTENNA NAVAL MASTS

Reciprocal access to ship
repair and maintenance
facilities + naval

/ Director-General/Joint

Secretary-level Working

Maritime Domain Group

Awareness + Special

Report to 4th "2+2" Foreign

and Defence Ministerial

Dialogue
What more is nheeded?

w

India’s Island Infrastructure:
“Iron Curtain” across the Malacca Strai

What is iCET?

Jlapan s past Wl Initiative on Critical & Emerging Technology

Constitution

Japan’s corporate sector
remains deeply
intertwined with the Ty
Ehitiese economy ecosystems un le ‘or
3 collective future
Integrate the "Quad” Ship

Repair Network = Greuncbreaking agraamant

to brozden India-US

collaboration in New Tech

ICET Modelk
Joint Defense Innovation Corridor
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GONTEXT: Decoding the India-Japan Maritime Pact

)

"The India-Japan maritime partnership is
transitioning from a shared strategic anxiety to a
shared industrial base.” Critically evaluate this

and the push for joint naval shipbuilding.
(15 Marks, 250 words)

statement in light of the 2026 Maritime Security MoA
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CONTEXT: New Draft Rules have been framed under the SHANTI Act.

A Brief History of India’s
Nuclear Rulebook

State-wise Installed Capacity
of Nuclear Power
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CONTEXT: New Draft Rules have been framed under the SHANTI Act.

Key Nuclear Institutions

P~~~ "~~~ -~~~ - - -~ - ---—--——-—-————- 1
1 ) o 1
| ** PRELIMS POINTERS: |
| 1
I I
I 499 i
: Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd : i
I e PSUu/Department of Atomic Energy I
| |
| |
I Atomic Energy Regulatory Board I
1 I
1 e The apex safety regulator I
| e Execbody (not statutory) ;
I e Reports to Atomic Energy Commission (DAE Secy) |
| |
| |
I Nuclear Energy Regulatory and Development Council 1
1 I
1 e Proposed statutory body I
R e R 4
Key Features of the SHANTI Act
r— — — — — —— — — — — re === | I — ——— ———— — —
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CONTEXT: New Draft Rules have been framed under the SHANTI Act.

. . » SETTING UPGUARDRAILS
J- The SHANTI Rulebook: 4 Pillars of Private | | ... i o
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Mains Practise Question

"The transition of India’s nuclear sector
from a state monopoly to a privatized
ecosystem requires a regulatory
architecture that is completely severed
from the executive.” Critically analyze this
statement in the context of the SHANTI Act
2025.
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Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 1
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 10
Eol seeking proposals to set up Green Al/Data Centre Vertical
data centre project on Andaman e Seawater-based Cooling
and Nicobar Islands withdrawn e Waste-Heat Recovery for Desalination

e Submarine Connectivity

The Carrying Capacity Conflict

What minkss 1 a data contre?

-

W ey agr'r

R B < . Y T

S00 G ZUbSTahon R 2T " LN o, r

e '-*a. o l?rc"....lr.'in
( ' ye— I e T

e Sundaland Biodiversity Hotspot
oot e Thermal Pollution

e Land-Use Overlap

e Demographic Swamping

° Threat to PVTGs

CRPF forms core group
toreview self-harm cases
after a spate of suicides

e Rank Vulnerability: 80% among lower ranks

e On-Duty vs. Leave: 77% on duty 2021: 57 cases
Key Drivers
e  High-stress, conflict-prone areas 2022: 43 cases
e Prolonged deployment + Long working hours
e  Severe work-life balance issues 2023 57 cases
e Limited leave policies
e Stagnation & Grievance Redressal 2 02 4: 4 6
E cases
Key Drivers
e NHRC notices to the MHA + CRPF Director General
2025: 59 cases

e  Creation of a High-Level Core Group
e  “Talking Circles”

e  Ayushman CAPF

e Chaupal System
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The Vanashakti verdict islbalanced and pragmatic

I
| What happens to massive
| infrastructure and

| industrial projects that

i

|

start building without
getting an Environmental
| Clearance first?
|

Screening

9

Scoping

Vanashakti vs Union of India

(July 2026) ‘

e Sec 3 of Environment (Protection) Act, Draft EIA Report
1986 = EIA, 2006
e  Over the years, many projects started ,
TS U BE Public Consultation
o  2017: one-time statutory
window (CLOSED)
o 2021 Office Memorandum (OM)

e  Supreme Court struck down the 2021

A

Final EIA Report

regularisation route

A

o Administrative OM

o  Bureaucratic memos. Appraisal

Y

Grant/Rejection of EC
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1978 ‘industry’ definition void "0

SYLLABUS: Prelims: Core concepts
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 1

|
The 1978 Bangalore Water Supply Case

EXPLAINED - Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage .

Board v. A Rajappa (1978)

I I
I I
The ‘triple test’ : An establishment is an "industry” if it involves: :
The 1978 ruling in Bangalore | 1 systematicactivity |
Water Supply and Sewerage 2 g;gaenrg;g ;:eyecooperatlon between employer |
Board vA Rajappa : 3. For the production/distribution of goods or :

stipulated a “triple test” for
identifying an industry.

These constituted “system-
aticactivity”, “organised by Triggered a "docket explosion”
cooperation between em-
ployerandemployee”, “for | ST

' ; r ) :
the production and/or dis- L Sovereign Functions

I
I
tribution of goods or serv-
5 I “only a government can : “that a private player |
I

services to satisfy human wants/wishes.

ices calculatedto sat.lsfy ) perform” S ..
human wants and wishes. e e A -

Fast forward to the 2026 nine-judge bench ruling
|

What next? R

What the Supreme Court said about pending industrial disputes

m The ‘triple test’ of m The ‘refined’ triple test evolved in

1978 Bangalore Water the opinion of the Chief Justice of — ——————————— —
Supply and Sewerage India will operate prospectively 3 ,

Board case judgment New, future disputes: IRC, 2020

= The interpretation of ‘industry’
under the 2020 Code ‘will not

be burdened’ by the

1978 verdict

will continue to be
applied to pending
industrial
disputes

The Dissenting View

gfﬂ
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1978 ‘industry’ definition void | 5=

# The Way Forward
1.  Defense and national
2nd National Exhaustive list of what security
mission on constitutes a sovereign > | 2 Foreignaffairs and
function international relations
3. Coinage, currency, and
I minting
4. Legislation and law-making
5. Justice administration and
he judiciar

Public Welfare Workers . i
(like Anganwadi, ASHA, and Creating a "Third

mid-day meal staff). Category” of Workers

Mandatory Dedicated, fast-track
Notification of administrative tribunal
Alternate for these excluded

Mechanisms workers




A “:e , What is the NAMASTE
nalys

Handoul sc h e m e? VagirAM & RAVI

21st August, 2026

SYLLABUS: Prelims: Schemes for Vulnerable Sections
Newspaper: The Hindu; Page No : 16

National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem

Key Components of 2 | Core Prelims Facts |
NAMASTE o R e e |
Scheme

Profiing of Sewer/Septic Tank
Workers (SSWs)

| Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers

° Central Sector Scheme

NAMASTE

. MoSJE + MoHUA

Occaupational Safety Training and
PPE Kits Distribution

° National Safai Karamcharis Finance and

Support for safety devices to Emergency 3
Response Sanitation Units (ERSUs) Development Corporation

I
I
I
I
I
I
Health Insurance Coverage under Ayushman I PY safa" Udyami Yojana (50% capex to
Bharat-PMJAY
I
I
I
I
I
I

Livelihood Support and Enterprise Development workers/ PSSOs wrt trucks. Robots, etc)

Convergence of MoSJE and MoHUA Programs ° statutory Context: Prohibition of

Information, Education, and Communication (IEC) Campaign

Employment as Manual Scavengers and their
MIS and Dedicated Website

Rehabilitation (PEMSR) Act, 2013

Source: Press information Buroau

. iR SR e SR EE A 1
PliacrggOiee s 'T‘a““a‘ SCavenging | peqture | Earlier Scope I New Expanded !
deaths in 2026 ' ' | '

[ I | Scope (Proposed) !

Deaths :_ __________ _}, ____________ _:_ ______________ _1|

e : Geography : 500 AMRUT (urban) : Expanding to Rural :

| | cities/towns | India |

o L ————— 4 - - e 1

: Target : Sewer and Septic : Expanding to include :

: Beneficiaries : tank Workers, : Drain cleaners, STP, :

g I | Waste pickers | and FSTP workers I
Wt e e :

2 | Outlay | ¥349.70 crore | £498.73 crore (up to I

: : (2023-24 to : 2030-31) :

I | 2025-26) | I

| | | |

20

10

iy 09" ¥ & & S > ¢ P &

& & S & o
e S "&@\‘"" < fa ’o,\é"fe
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: NTCA and mapping aspects
Newspaper : The Indian Express; Page No : 6

»sAbout National Tiger Conservation Authority

° Tiger Task Force, Dec 2005
° TRs administered by field
directors mandated by NTCA

I
|
|
|
I
I
. No alteration in the i
boundaries of TRs w/o NTCA :
recommendation + NBW :

|

|

approval
NTCA members

o Chairmanship u/ Minister
MOEFCC

. 8 Experts

o 3 MPs

. Member Secretary:
Inspector-General of Forests,
in charge of project Tiger

The Bombay High Court’s
Nagpur Bench has directed
a petitioner to approach

Tiger corridors are vital
wildlife pathways that connect
tiger habitats, enabling animal
movement, gene flow, and long
term survival. Under the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972, develop-
ment projects requiring land in
or around tiger reserves or cor-
ridors require statutory clear-
ance from the standing commit-
tee of the National Board for
Wildlife (SC-NBWL).

I I_Set:tion 38-0 (1)(g): TRs + "areas linking

I_ _I one protected area/tiger reserve with I
another “ not diverted for ecologically I

| unsustainable uses |

| e public interest + NBWL |

I

| Section 38-V: Tiger Conservation Plan

- - i

Least Cost Path Model

the National Tiger Conser-
vation Authority (NTCA),
observing that the authori-
ty is best placed to deter-
mine whether the area for
a mining project in Gadchi-
roli is connected to the Ta-
doba-Indravati tiger corri-
dor and therefore requires
wildlife clearance.

The court was hearing
the matter related to the
937-hectare mining project
in Maharashtra’s Gadchiro-
li district and its potential
impact on tiger movement
corridors and wildlife habi-
tat. According to the court

196
o 19D, o =
273x 274 275. 298.

301

<> Proposedprojectsite

@® Forestcompartments
196,197, 273, 274, 275, 276,

Least cost cormdors
{cost-weighted km)

@ Forestcompartments e
196,197,273, 274, 275, 276, 298 and 301 marked on e
298,300and 301cited as Tadoba-Indravati corridor fegond
part of the project inthe NTCA-approved TCP A ;Ei?"f”i;;

| Activists have urged the NTCA
to reconsider the Least Cost
Path model used by state

| authorities to map the corridor

] | Variables: |
| High costs: steep terrain,
| highways, human settlements, |
I | and deforested areas |
| | Lowcosts: dense forest cover,
I_water streams, and prey density ]
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: NTCA and mapping aspects
Newspaper : The Indian Express; Page No : 6

Next news

Satkosia Tiger Reserve

Spread across four districts in Odisha

'hat I Odisha Similipal Tiger il (Angul, Boudh, Cuttack, Nayagarh).
Reserve IS
, ,J, Biogeographic It is the meeting point of the Deccan
~Cathosio Tiger i@ Junction Peninsula and the Eastern Ghats.
o Reserve o5
- ’I
Kandhamal s River System The Mahanadi River passes through a

District

a2

The Odisha government
has constituted a high-level
inquiry committee to exa-
mine the relocation of vil-

Zero tiger population

The STR has a troubled his-
tory of tiger conservation.
The State’s 2007 census re-

22 km long gorge here (Satkosia Gorge).

Key Fauna Both Mugger Crocodiles and critically
endangered Gharials inhabit the gorge.

It is also an elephant reserve.

Satkosia was the site of India’s first

Tiger Status

lages from the Satkosia Tig-
er Reserve (STR) following
allegations by residents
that they were forcibly ev-
icted from their ancestral
villages despite having
coexisted harmoniously
with wildlife for decades.

corded 12 tigers but by
2018-19, just one remained.

The 2022 tiger census
recorded none, leaving the
reasons behind the popu-
lation’s disappearance
unresolved.

interstate tiger translocation project
(bringing tigers from Kanha in MP). The
NTCA suspended the project in 2019 after
the translocated tigers either died or
came into severe conflict with humans.

Rules of Village Relocation

I_COreI Critical Tiger Habitat

u/WPA, 1972: applies only to tiger
reserves.

e State agencies, consulting with

independent ecological and social

I

I

scientists I :
Critical Wildlife Habitat I

I

I

| u/FRA, 2006: applies to National

I
I
I
I
I
e Relocation cannot be forced |
| I Parks and Sanctuaries for the
I
I
I
I
I
I

e “Coexistence between humans and conservation of other wildlife species

tigers is impossible.”
e  Prior Rights Settlement under FRA

e Gram Sabha Consent
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UPSC Prelims 2018 Question: PM pA RTI CU LAR LY
Consider the following statements: VU LN E R A B LE TR | BA L
GROUPS (PM PVTG)

1. The definition of “Critical Wildlife Habitat" is incorporated in the Forest Rights Act,

2. For the first time in India, Baigas have been given Habitat Rights.
3. Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change officially decides and A Visionary Leap for
declares Habitat Rights for Primitive and Vulnerable Tribal Groups in any part of India. g Well-being

m, electricity & housing to scattered,

inaccessible tribes

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? :
% Basic facilities like R RGN

1.1and 2 only

2.2 and 3 only ﬁﬁlh T 286{%24,000 crore
allocated for the mission
llocated for the missi

3.3 only
[% ({01 75 PVTGs in 18 States & UTs
[Tkl 22,544 villages

4.1,2and 3

e MISSION '
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Core Sectors
Newspaper : The Hindu; Page No : 1
The Updated Index of Core Industries
INDEX OF CORE INDUSTRIES (ICI) r Office of Economic AdVviser, 1
BASE YEAR 2022-23 | DPIIT. MoC&l |
Sector Weight (%) — ; _____ _
1. Coal 5%¢6¢ | T
2. Natural Gas 3.841 [ I0ECI ~ 40.27% of IIP ]
3. Crude Oil 74300 || [ete— . 0
4. Refinery Products 22.572
5. Fertilizers 2.731
6. Steel 17.584
7. Cement 4.410
8. Electricity 30.932
9. lIron Ore 4.905
Overall Index 100.000
ia' H Base:
India's Industrial Growth JESSSScise
Per cent change in Index of Industrial Production
over corresponding month of the previous year Overall

4.1 50

2.2

09 |
+ v 1 v
Jun [ Aug l Oct 1 Dec l Feb l Apr ljun
Jul Sep Nov Jan Mar May
2025 2026
Manufacturing Mining & Electricity
(weight: 76.062%)  Quarrying & Gas Supply

(Weight: 11.053%)  (Weight: 10.865%)

L

0 -14

June Apr-june

5 2025-26 1N 2026-27
Figures for June 2026 are Quick Estimates

|[:|4l

-
o

S E

June Apr-june

d

June Apr June

(Weight: 100%)

™
~ e
=
o~ s
A7l

June Apr-june

Water Supply,
Sewerage & Waste
Management
(Weight: 2.020%)

"" co °

June Aprjune

KBK Infographics |

gﬂ
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July 2026 Data: A Breakdown

Weak expansion Crude oil drags - -! Geopolitical Supply Choke !
Overall core sector growth with - Sectoral trendsin July CCCICIoIoIoIoIoIr
base year of 2022-23 (Y-0-Yin%) [ T :
o i Sector Y-0-Ygrowth | - - i .Dlrect victims: fertilisers, ;
6.9 = : rate (%) , ironore, and steel sectors
6 lronore 25 [ B e
,  Cement 31 [l - -! Natural gas and crude oil !
 Electricity 90 I . Slowdown ,
,  Coal 76 W
T Steel 29 i
- Refinery 27 r
,  products i | In the ‘Index of Eight Core
Apr 24 26 Naturalgas 37 I :nﬁustrieS'. which ?‘nehof :‘he
| ; foi Lo e oAb bt -
Note: *July 2026 data is provisional - Crude oil -53 = grEnTAd S glEanne Nighes

Source: Ministry of Commerceand Industry | Fertilisers -80

| (a) coal production
(b) Electricity generation
| (c) Fertilizer production

I
I
| weight? |
I
I
I
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The

Daily Quiz

1.

2.

a.
b.
C.
d.

2.

1.

Ql. With reference to the ‘Triple Test’ laid down by
the Supreme Court in Bangalore Water Supply
and Sewerage Board v. A. Rajappa (1978)
regarding industrial disputes resolution,
consider the following statements:

The activity must involve systematic and
organised activity.

It must involve cooperation between
employers and employees.

The activity must be directed towards the
production or distribution of goods or
services to satisfy human wants and wishes.
The test applies only to activities
undertaken by private-sector enterprises.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

1,2 and 3 only
2 and 4 only
1and 3 only
1,2,3and 4

Answer: d

Q2. With reference to the NAMASTE Scheme,
consider the following statements:
1.

It aims at the rehabilitation of manual
scavengers.

It promotes mechanised sanitation and
worker safety.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?
a. Tlonly
b. 2only
C. Both1and 2
d. Neitherlnor2

Answer:c

Q3. With reference to Tiger Reserves in India,
consider the following statements:

The National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) is responsible for approving
changes in the boundaries of Tiger
Reserves.

Tiger corridors facilitate the movement of
tigers between protected areas.

3. Tiger Reserves are protected under the
wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

How many of the statements given above
is/are correct?

a. Only One
b. Only Two
c. Allthree
d. None
Answer:c

Q4. With reference to the Index of Core
Industries (ICI), consider the following
statements:

1. TheICl has a base year of 2022-23.

2.  Electricity has the highest weight in the
ICI, followed by refinery products.

3. ThelClis associated with the Office of
the Economic Adviser under DPIIT.

How many of the statements given above
is/are correct?

a. Onlyone
b. Onlytwo
c. Allthree
d. None
Answer:c

Q5. With reference to India’s nuclear
institutions, consider the following
statements:

1.  The Atomic Energy Regulatory Board
(AERB) is the apex safety regulator for
atomic energy activities.

The AERB is a statutory body.

The Nuclear Energy Regulatory and
Development Council is a proposed
statutory body.

wn

How many of the statements given above
is/are correct?

Only One
Only Two
All Three
None

Answer: b ﬁ <1

QovTQ




VayiRAM & RAV

VAJIRAM & RAVI

Institute for IAS Examination
A unit of Vajiram & Ravi IAS Study Centre LLP

O-B, Bada Bazar Marg, Old Rajinder Nagar,
New Delhi - 110060 « Ph.: 41007400, 41007500

New No. 62, P Block, 6th Avenue, Anna Nagar,
Chennai - 600040 « Ph.: 044-4330-2121
Visit us at : www.vajiramandravi.com



