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Mains Practise Question

Question : What do you understand by Critical minerals? Why 
Critical minerals are essential for India’s Energy & National 
Security? What are the steps taken by Government of India?
(150 words, 10 marks) 
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Western Ghats

❏ 6 states : Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka 
(Longest), Tamil Nadu & Kerala

❏ 1600+ km long

❏ Tapi Estuary to Kanyakumari

❏ Gaps : Goa, Palghat & 
Shencottah

❏ 1 out of 45 UNESCO WHS

❏ 1 out of 36 Biodiversity 
Hotspots

❏ What is importance of 
Western Ghat?
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Chapter 3 : Government appointed 
Committees & Recommendations : 

Gadgil Committee 2011 Kasturirangan 2013

Each state responsible for 
their share of WGs

90% of Natural landscape 
shall be protected

Convert entire Western Ghats into Eco - Sensitive 
Zone (ESZ)

37% Western Ghats : 
Eco - Sensitive Zone (ESZ)

No new environmental 
clearance for mining

Business shall continue : Provide incentive to 
move towards

 “Greener practise” 

Phase out mining completely by 2015
No new Red & Orange industries

Ban on all new  “polluting industries”

Demarcation of ESZ : Inputs from local 
communities 

Projects allowed only 
after consent of Gram Sabhas

WG Ecological Authority 
as Statutory body 

Rights of Displaced recognised 
Under Forest Rights Act 2006
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Chapter 4 : Affirmative action 
taken by GOI :

ESA under Section 3 of EPA 1986 

Prohibited Activities Regulated Activities

● Commercial 
Mining

● Commercial use 
of Timber

● Polluting 
Industries

● Major 
Hydroelectric 
Projects

● Discharge of Solid 
wastes 

● Felling of Trees
● Establishment of 

Recreational 
Infrastructure 

● Commercial use 
of Natural water

● Underground 
cables

● “Drastic” change 
in cropping 
patterns 

Forest & Tree Cover

● Total F & T Cover : 
25.17% 

● NFP 1988 : 33% of area 
under Forest Cover 

● Increase in Forest 
Cover : 156. 4 Km2 

Largest decrease in Forest 
Cover 

● Madhya Pradesh
● Karnataka
● Ladakh 
● Nagaland 
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Question : What do you understand by the term 
Ecologically Sensitive areas? Illustrate the need of 
application of Ecologically Sensitive areas in the 
Western Ghats.
(10 Marks, 150 words)

Mains Practise Question
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Unhealthy Food? Decode what you eat :

Refined cottonseed oil Harmful indicators 
for Health 

Saturated  Fat (SFA) 

● Refined 
Vegetable Oil

● Substantial 
Contributor to 
43.5g/ 100 g fat 

● Contains Omega 
- 6 Poly - 
Unsaturated fat 

● Deep frying & 
excessive Oil 
absorption 

● 771 mg of 
Sodium / 100 g 
= Increase 
blood pressure 

● Hydrogenated Fat 
for Longevity of 
Products 

● Raises Low Density 
Lipoproteins (LDP) 

● Atherosclerosis = 
Cholesterol 
accumulate in 
Artery walls 
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Pinjore 
Centre Haryana Asia’s first Vulture care 

& breeding facility 

Gorakhpur 
Centre 

Uttar
Pradesh 

World’s first dedicated 
conservation centre for

Red Headed Vulture 

Madhav NP Madhya 
Pradesh 

Active nests of Red Headed 
& Long Billed Vulture 

Buxa TR West 
Bengal 

Important Raptor & 
Vulture Habitat 

Tadoba - 
Andhari TR Maharashtra Conservation of White 

rumped & Long Billed Vulture 



SYLLABUS: Prelims: Important Flora & Fauna
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 8

Most Threatened Bird species
The 

Analyst 
Handout

30th August 2026



SYLLABUS: Prelims: Important International Institutions
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 1

What is SCO?
The 

Analyst 
Handout

30th August 2026

Belarus joined
 in 2024



Q1. With reference to Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, consider the following statements:

1. He presided over the Karachi Session of 
the Indian National Congress in 1931.

2. The Karachi Session adopted a 
resolution on Fundamental Rights and 
National Economic Programme.

3. During the Dandi March (1930), Patel 
was arrested in the village of Ras.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q2. Rhodamine B is best described as:
a) A 4th line Antibiotic
b) A chemical used as an adulterant to 

colour the outer surface of ragi
c) A bio-fertiliser used to enhance crop 

yield
d) A preservative used in processed foods

Answer: b

Q3. With reference to the Indian Vulture, 
consider the following statements:

1. It belongs to the Old World vulture 
family Accipitridae.

2. Its conservation status is Vulnerable 
according to IUCN.

3. Its population has declined by around 
90% since 1990.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation, consider the 
following statements:

1. It was established in 2001, while India 
became a member in 2017.

2. Its official languages are English and 
Chinese.

3. The Heads of State Council is its 
highest decision-making body.

4. Belarus joined the SCO in 2024.
How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q5. Which of the following committees are 
related to conservation of the Western 
Ghats?

1. Gadgil Committee
2. Kasturirangan Committee
3. Swaminathan Committee
4. Ranganath Misra Committee 

Select the correct answer using the codes 
given below. 
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) 2, 3 and 4 only

Answer: a
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