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CONTEXT:  Today, India celebrates National Handloom Day, 2026

🏺 “Heritage Is an Economic Asset”

“Culture can function as economic capital.”
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CONTEXT:  Today, India celebrates National Handloom Day, 2026

󰠊 Why Handloom Matters for Inclusive Growth

Government Initiatives
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CONTEXT:  Today, India celebrates National Handloom Day, 2026

Some issues
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CONTEXT:  Today, India celebrates National Handloom Day, 2026

💰 Real Problem: Weaver Often Captures Too Little Value
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CONTEXT:  Today, India celebrates National Handloom Day, 2026

From Welfare to Enterprise
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CONTEXT:  The Centre has told the Supreme Court, in an affidavit opposing a batch of 
petitions, that the creamy layer principle does not apply to SCs and STs.

Where Did the Creamy Layer Concept Come From?
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CONTEXT:  The Centre has told the Supreme Court, in an affidavit opposing a batch of 
petitions, that the creamy layer principle does not apply to SCs and STs.

State of Punjab v. Davinder Singh (2024)
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CONTEXT:  The Centre has told the Supreme Court, in an affidavit opposing a batch of 
petitions, that the creamy layer principle does not apply to SCs and STs.
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CONTEXT:  The Centre has told the Supreme Court, in an affidavit opposing a batch of 
petitions, that the creamy layer principle does not apply to SCs and STs.

Mains Practise Question

"The debate on applying the 
creamy layer principle to 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes reflects competing 
interpretations of substantive 
equality." Discuss.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Newspaper : The Indian Express Page Number :  8

The article's strongest 
contribution is that school 
closure is not automatically 
synonymous with educational 
decline. The real test is whether 
consolidation produces a 
better-resourced school 
without creating an access 
barrier. 
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Newspaper : The Indian Express Page Number :  8

Newspaper : The Hindu Page Number :  5



The 
Analyst 
Handout

7th  August  2026

SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Mapping aspects
Newspaper :  Indian Express   Page Number : 8

Ken-Betwa River 
Project concerns

River Interlinking

Positives

Alleviate floods/ droughts

Reduce water stress in 
Bundelkhand

Boosting rural incomes

Rural development
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Mapping aspects
Newspaper :  Indian Express   Page Number : 8

Ken-Betwa River 
Project concerns

All about the mega project
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Mapping aspects
Newspaper :  Indian Express   Page Number : 8

Ken-Betwa River 
Project concerns
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Basics and regulation
Newspaper :   Indian Express  Page Number : 19

How are NBFCs regulated?

RBI's regulatory framework for NBFCs
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Basics and regulation
Newspaper :   Indian Express  Page Number : 19

How are NBFCs regulated?
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Gold Consumption v. Investment Demand
Newspaper :  The Hindu   Page Number : 10

Why are households 
pledging gold?

Why is India obsessed with gold?
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Gold Consumption v. Investment Demand
Newspaper :  The Hindu   Page Number : 10

Why are households 
pledging gold?
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Scheme highlights
Newspaper : The Hindu    Page Number : 15

What is the 
GOBARdhan Scheme?

GOBARdhan Solves Exactly These Problems
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SYLLABUS : PRELIMS :   Scheme highlights
Newspaper : The Hindu    Page Number : 15

What is the 
GOBARdhan Scheme?



Q1.  With reference to the Indian Handloom Sector, 
consider the following statements:

1. India has the world's second-largest 
cottage industry in the form of the 
handloom sector.

2. More than half of the handloom workforce 
comprises women.

3. Handloom production is considered 
environmentally sustainable because it 
requires minimal power.

Which of the above given statements is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) All of the above

Answer: b

Q2. Which of the following statements regarding 
the Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) is 
Not correct?

a) NBFCs can generally accept demand 
deposits from the public. 

b) NBFCs are generally not part of the payment 
and settlement system.

c) Both Banks and NBFCs can provide loans 
and undertake financial intermediation.

d) Both Banks and NBFCs are regulated by the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to the GOBARdhan 
(Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan) 
Scheme, consider the following statements:

1. It aims to promote a circular bioeconomy 
through the production of Compressed 
Biogas (CBG) from organic waste.

2. The scheme provides assured offtake of 
CBG through Oil Marketing Companies.

3. It offers capital assistance for establishing 
greenfield CBG projects and supports 
pipeline connectivity. 

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: c

Q4.With reference to the Ken–Betwa River 
Linking Project (KBLP), consider the 
following statements:

1. It is India's first river interlinking 
project implemented under the 
National Perspective Plan.

2. The project aims to transfer surplus 
water from the Betwa River to the Ken 
River through a link canal.

3. The project involves the construction 
of the Daudhan Dam on the Ken River.

Which of the above given statements 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 2 only

Answer: c

Q5. With reference to the global 
experiences of river channelisation, 
consider the following statements:

1. The channelisation of the Kissimmee 
River in Florida resulted in extensive 
wetland degradation and 
necessitated an expensive ecological 
restoration programme.

2. The shrinking of the Aral Sea was 
primarily caused by the diversion and 
mismanagement of its feeder rivers 
for irrigation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2 
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
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