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CONTEXT: A new bill passed by US Senate puts 100% tariff on import of Russian Oil on
countries like India, signalling at growing Trade protectionist measures adopted by the

World

Mains Heading 1: Decoding the NEWS :

“Tariff Threat” on India?

Context of News :

What are the challenges before | Whe
away from free trade and multilateralism to protectionis

How can these challenges be met ?

dian economy when the world 1s m9vmg
e . m and bilateralism ?
10

(Answer in 150 words)

O  Tariffs would apply on a
country that was among 5

largest importers by total = Bill proposes

volume of crude oil or 100% tariffs on
na.tu.r al gas . countries ‘heavily’
o Originating from Russia importing Russian
during the 12 months oil and gas
preceding the date of the :
enactment of the Act m China and India
O  Then proceeds to import oil are the top two
or gas from Russia after 30 importersof
days of the Act’s enactment Russian crude oil

being levied on India for its B urnin g ISSUE
import of Russian oil U.S. Senate passes Bill aiming to cut off
funding for Russia’s war in Ukraine

m Russian crude
accounted for more
than 50% of Indian
imports in June
2026

m The legislation
awaits approval
from the U.S. House
of Representatives

Mains Heading 2: How Tariffs can

Impact India’s Growth prospect?

India’s manufacturing sector
activity growth falls to 5-year low
in July amid challenging market
condition: PMI

IE (Oct, 2025) = 87.9% crude oil X
Import dependency ( 242 MMT) lmpact on 'nd’an EconomY?
/ 0  Cost - Push Inflation : Increase
Production capacity = in input cost = Increase in
2.3 MMT crude oil firm’s marginal cost
dia" de Oil — 0 Trade Shock due to increase in
India’s Crude Oi Import expenditure : Current
Import Contribution of PSU = 78% of Account Deficit (CAD)
dependency Total production
00 Negative Net Terms of Trade
\ leads to “Imported Inflation”
OPEC = 5.74 miillions barrel A fgsct:gl :’s'gp 1ge S craweing
Per day (BPD) Uk rresaun
{0 Output - Growth Drag &
Stagflation

India exports 64 MMT of
Refined petroleum products
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CONTEXT: A new bill passed by US Senate puts 100% tariff on import of Russian Oil on
countries like India, signalling at growing Trade protectionist measures adopted by the

World

Price differential

The discount provided by Russia on oil
imports has shrunk over the last three
years. In § per tonne

Source: Ministry

9 of Commerce and
Industry « Note:

The discount

o and premium

is colculated in

$20

$0

relation to the
average price of
$20 India’s total oil
imports that month,
— Nov-22 e Nov-25 Negative values
denote a discount,
$40 while positive
S T indicate a premium.
Price of Russian Oil: $482 per tonne
s GTRI: Higher Sulfur content
e Price of Trump’s Oil : $523 per tonne
GTRI: “What about superior quality”?
— Average Cost: $498 per tonne
Discount by Russia: $16 per tonne
V. $40 per tonne in 2022

Issue of “Oil” Diplomacy :

India cuts Russian oil imports by
38% in October 2025, sharpest
fall so far

Russia still accounts for about 32% of India’s
total oil imports by value and volume

Published - December 04,2025 03:52 pm IST

Mains Heading 3: Moving away

From Russian Oil?

Trade Tangent between India & Russia :

f op 5 Oil importer to \/ \

Bilateral trade to $100
Russia: 37% Bn by 2030 & bilateral
Iraq:20% investment to
Saudi Arabia: 13% $50 Bn by 2025
UAE: 8%

USA: /\
- ¢

=
<

Bilateral Trade : $68.7 Russia’s Share in Oil
Billion in 2024-25 (all basket:
time high) 2% (2020) to 37%
88% import is crude oil (2025)

A > 4y /

Mains Heading 3: Moving away
From Russian Oil?

Issues with

“Payment Mechanism”:
Nostro ACCOUNT Vs. Vostro Account

a a
1] (1]
i q
Nostro Vostro

* “Our money on deposit at your * “Your money on deposit at our
bank” bank”

* Account held by our bank in
foreign currency at another bank

* Account held by a foreign bank in
domestic currency at our bank

2 Investopedia

Huge trade deficit ($61 Billion)
>
Overly reliant on Russia for
= “Energy security”
Inability of Servi.ce sector to
penetrate Russia’s market
— USA’s sanctions on
Russian crude oil supply : BOP Crisis
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CONTEXT: A new bill passed by US Senate puts 100% tariff on import of Russian Oil on
countries like India, signalling at growing Trade protectionist measures adopted by the
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Mains Heading 4: Innovative ways

Of Trade Protectionism:

Impact of CBAM on Indian Industries

EU: 22% of India’s total

European Union carbon tax
unacceptable, hurting exporting
costs: Jairam Ramesh

Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh said the
much-awaited India-EU Free Trade Agreement will
reportedly be finalised later this month

—|  Sectorscovered — merchandise Exports Steel and aluminium, which
under CBAM account for about 10 per cent of
global carbon emissions, are
25% of total export products to EU now the most protected sectors
Steel Fall under CBAM bracket in the developed world. The US
Akimiam already imposes a S0 per cent
FY 2025 : 24% decline in Steel & import tariff, and the EU will
Cement Aluminium export soonadd anew carbon tax.
Fertiliser Whatis presented as climate
- actionis alsoatool for
Electricity One tonne of steel using Coal based industrial protection and
Hydrogen BF - BOF route = 2.4 tonne of CO2 revenue generation

Margin Loss on Profit: 16-22%

Mains Heading 5: How can these

Challenges be met?

India’s Energy Requirements:

[ Impetus on Renewable Energy: ] @

l ey

v

v v

IEA : Power Demand will double by 2047

India: 25% incremental global demand by 2047

Current Status : 3rd largest energy consumer &
4th largest liquified natural gas importer

Creation of “Non - Farm” jobs : Cll Estimate :
133 million + people to its working
age population (15-64 years)

Blo ® Fusi Transitioning to
ancRE N EVs: PM - SGMBY
FAME & SATAT & PM - KUSUM
GOBARDHAN Initiative
Scheme
Nu:: 7:;?7’soewer National Green
: Hydrogen
Eopacicy Mission
Tenfold by 2047

Non-fossil capacity rose from 29.5% in 2015 to
51.4% by June 2025
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CONTEXT: A new bill passed by US Senate puts 100% tariff on import of Russian Oil on
countries like India, signalling at growing Trade protectionist measures adopted by the
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Mains Heading 5: How can these
Challenges be met?

World moving towards
Tariff & Protectionism

lagipam & RAVI

Prime Minister’s
) Employment Generation
| Programme (PMEGP)

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Objective .
Scheme: Incentive for :
incremental production & sales
PM - MITRA
4 Parks : 7 Parks
- I ¥ | onPPP Model
~ = &
e and Rs. 20 Lakh in
Putting Impetus Scheme applicable for:
F’ on Any individual, above 18 years of age can apply.
Boosting Indigenous National
Demand:PM- -~ "2’:"’:"“:( ing 4 Semiconductor
Employment LOGUCHON ~~.. | Mission: 50%
Generation F;’:le‘;‘rf;’::
Pro?ramme I Fagﬁcation
L EGP) J ] units

PM - GATI Shakti National Master
Plan : Reduce logistic costs &
improve multimodal connectivity

Mains Practise Question

What are the challenges before the Indian economy when the world is
moving away from free trade and multilateralism to protectionism and
bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?

(150 words, 10 marks)
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Chapter 1: Decoding the News : ERBM Act 2003 : 60% Govt debt to GDP
Problem with 60 : 40 Ratio? gelling :40% foctinion & 20% forStates,

Tamil Nadu Budget: State’s
outstanding debt pegged at ¥10.98
lakh crore in Revised Budget
Estimates

Only Two States Under Debt Limit

Debt to GSDP ratio (In %)

Haryana

0T

46.9

0  Fiscal Stress faced by the
States

Rajasthan
37

Uttar Pradesh

0 Race to Bottom : Fiscally 30
unsustainable promises
made during elections ¥
§|“;"8" Maharashtra Chhattisgarh
0 Telangana’s FM Budget o A D -
Speech : “Focus on 25.4 : i
Decentralised Governance & 36.2 \ Tomil Nadu  Pragesh 3
restore 'OO% ﬂ‘nd’ng” Data for FY25 (revised estenates) [EEEREN Cacefdge e o Fom
Chapter 2: Snapshot on
India’s Rural Economy: Bottom 10% see sharpest rise in
voo consumption, fall in poverty:

Economic Survey

65-66% (~90 crore) people

live in Rural India The Survey highlighted positive outcomes from subsidies,

pensions, direct benefit transfers and public spending on
education and healthcare, which have lifted the
vulnerable out of deprivation

55-60% Rural

Preparation, not fear will combat

g o El Nino: Agriculture Minister
nemploymen
Rato: 4.2% asar N Chouhan
(PLFs 2026) . 5.3%
population EINino is not something to be feared but something that
faces Extreme we must prepare for, says Minister at inauguration of the
goverty Kharif Conference in Delhi

Two - Third of India’s poor
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the issue of “Fiscal stress” on states due to revamping of
VB - GRAM G & its impact on Rural Employment

Chapter 3: Causes for
“Paradox of Plenty”? “Poverty Decline in India
after 2011-12":
Low Agricultural
Productivity : e GDP Growth
Q3 of 2025 : Nominal GVA of (2011-2023) = 5.7%
Primary Sector: 14% Issue of Disguised thus slower decline in
Unemployment & Povert
Large scale y
‘ e ' ' o e Wage Rates in Rural
s ! India (WRRI) =
Annual wage rate
Causes of growth fell by 2.3%
“Sack of Pﬁ:::: per year (2011-23)
Potatoes” y Unequal i
phenomenon Distribution of » 68 million workers
given by Karl Assets of Land & added in Agriculture
Marx Capital sector since 2017-18
Accumulation of Low Human
Capital : Educational
& Health Deficit
Chapter 3: Causes for A
“Paradox of Plenty”? RAPIDLY SHRINKING
‘ AGRICULTURAL LANDHOLDING
% DISTRIBUTION OF OPERATIONAL LANDHOLDINGS
Poor Infrastructure : Absence of
Reliable Electricity & logistics = 2005-06 2010-11 m 2015-16
oy © @
Lack of Capital Investment
& Formal Credit Access
h 34 33
18 18 A
Unskilled or Semi - = Q E
lnd?s’aqy'a';i:::'on Skilled Workforce MARGINAL SMALL BIGGER FARMERS
2 Source: Agriculture Census 2010-11 & 2015-16
Diy
CMIE : Industrial sector employs
12-15% of rural workforce
Rural Industries share in overall GDP
=25-30% of total Industrial Output
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the issue of “Fiscal stress” on states due to revamping of
VB - GRAM G & its impact on Rural Employment

Chapter 4:VB-GRAMG: ”Recipg" for Table 1: This shows the key changes in the funding
“Reforms” or “Roadblocks”? pattern between the two schemes (Centre:State)
Category MGNREGA VB-G RAM G
0,
Labour wages ég?]ﬁeby 60:40 ratio
- ?
MCNRECA VB o RAMO Material costs | 75:25 ratio 60:40 ratio
Administrative ; ;
Guarantees 100 Days of Act increases the guarantee to oD o 75:25 ratio 60:40 ratio
employment in financial year 125 days per financial year P
to every rural household Number of
guaranteed 100 125
Unemployment Allowance = | Actretain this provision workdays
Paid by State Government if —
work NOT provided within 15 90:10 ratio in
days total expenditure
Central government provides Centrally S ed Sch for NE States,
? entrally Sponsored Scheme :
entire cost of wages for : 60:40 share & 90:10 for Exceptions Uanac::; l P;adesh,
unskill.ed manual work & 75% of Himalayan states for any States arakhana,
material cost : None and Jammu and
or Union :
State Govt’s sh Act retain thi isi Territories Kasheir. Full
ate ’s share Cct retain tnis provision B
Administrative costs & expenditure to be
compensation in case of delay borne by the Centre
in wage payments for UTs without
legislatures

Chapter 4: VB - G RAM G : “Recipe” for

The Centre has also highlighted provisions such

“Reforms” or “Roadblocks”? -

» Mandatory appointment letters

MGNREGA VB - G RAM G? » Free health check-ups for workers aged 40 years
and above
Central government will State governments will N
determine state wise normative | announce in advance a period P EpALWOCL BquR pay anc equ oppodinty
allocation for each financial of up to 60 days for every provisions for women working in different shifts
year financial year during which
works under the scheme will » Creation of a National Reskilling Fund for workers
not be undertaken who lose jobs
Establishes Councils at the COnst!tutes the N.atlonal Level S Waskly working hour capiof 48 s
Central and state levels to Steering Committee which
undertake implementation and | will provide high-level '
momtormg oversight » Mandatory overtime payments
Similar features :

0 Biometric authentication for transactions
0 Geospatial technology for planning and monitoring
0 Mobile application based dashboards for real time tracking
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the issue of “Fiscal stress” on states due to revamping of
VB - GRAM G & its impact on Rural Employment

Chapter 4: VB - GRAM G: “Recipe” for

“Reforms” or “Roadblocks”?

THE FINANCIAL & STRUCTURAL CRISIS

10,000 Crore

in Unpaid Wages & 7
y<?

Almost no wage payments have been cleared across
states since January 21, 2026.

The New 60:40 Funding Burden

60%
Funding 100% Funding Central
(Wage) Central (Wage)

40%

State

MGNREGA (2005) VB-G RAM G (2025)

FEATURE COMPARISON

" feawre | MowEoAGoos) | Ve-oRaw 62029

Legal Status ici Right ic Entitlement

Guaranteed Days 100 Days 125 Days

The Rural Employment Collapse:
The Transition to VB-G RAM G

India’s rural employment landscape is undergoing a structural shift from
MGNREGA to the new VB-G RAM G Act. This transition has led to a near-total
standstill in work generation and a massive backlog of unpaid wages.

THE EMPLOYMENT GAP (2025 vs. 2026)

91% Collapse in April Workdays

Early April .-- :;22:;0 crlgys \
2025 .-- generated \’

~0
: Only 95 lakh \
April 2026 III . RS '.

=0k generated

31% Decline
in Q4 Output

Just 21 crore
person-days
(despite higher
budget allocations)

Previous Q4  Final Quarter
Average FY 25-26

Stalled Transition Gaps
- Local officials are refusing work applications due
u to a lack of central implementation guidelines.
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CONTEXT: The article highlights the issue of “Fiscal stress” on states due to revamping of
VB - GRAM G & its impact on Rural Employment

Chapter 5: Reforming the Global Best Practises :
Untapped Rural Sector:
Grameen Bank
Substantiate the Income of Farmers:: Model of Township & Village
Kisan Samman Nidhi Bangladesh: Entemrises of
Microcredit China
emes for rural
Incentivise “Job Creation” in Rural women |
Areas : Agriculture Accelerator Fund /\ /
Target “Sunrise Sector” ne Village One s";’:;‘:; Z"":’:;"g
Way Forwa rd FPI & Solar Power Generation uct of Japan Saifilorog
1 .
Skilling of “Demographic Dividend” : /\ j
Rural Self Employment and Training
Institutes (RSETIs)

Promotion of SHGs :
Kudumbashree model of Kerala

Mains Practise Question

Question : Despite noble aims and objectives, why the MGNREGA
scheme has been unable to deliver the desired results at the
G?grassroot level? What are the reforms brought under VB - G RAM

(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 4

Day after meeting PM, Akali
Dal backs women’s quota
Bill linked to delimitation

Context of News :

The Shiromani Akali Dal on Saturday demanded the immediate implementation of the
women'’s reservation Bill & called for an equitable delimitation process to ensure equal
representation for all States

B1. Consider the following statements regarding
Global Gender Gap Index 2025: Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’:

s 4 .
India’s Rank : ,313t out of 148 15 Provisions will come into effect from the

/ \ / \ 18t Lok Sabha.

. 2.  This will be in force for 15 years after

Educational becoming an Act.
Labour force Attainment : 97% 3.  There are provisions for the reservation
Pal'ﬂﬂpdﬂonz 45% Gender Gﬂp closed of seats for Scheduled Castes Women

within the quota reserved for the
Scheduled Castes.

\ / \ / Which of the statements given above are
— Y corrac?

Representation in Share of Women in (a 1,2and3
Parliament: Ministerial roles :
(b) 1and 2 only
14.7% to 13.8% in 6.5% to 5.6% in 2025 @ 2and 8 miy
2025

(d) 1and3only

b ” v
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Seats reserved
will be rotated
after each
delimitation as
determined by
Parliament

Mr. Modi launched the

Reserves 1/3rd of Seats in
Lok Sabha, SLAs & UT of Delhi

106th
Constitutional

Amendment

“Based on Census, Delimitation

In "effect” after

Swasth Nari Sashakt Pari-
var Abhiyaan (SNSPA), a
Union government initia-
tive aimed at improving
women’s health through
comprehensive screenings
and services.

Census
conducted
AFTER

- commencement

of Bill

Loan upto 22 Lakh at 4%

TGRS

nt tive

Beti Bachao Beti PM - Matru Vandana
Padhao (BBBP) : Yojana:
Improve Child Sex Ratio
SANKALP Initiative
> Stand UP India
of DPIIT :
p o ftciard Bank loan for new
% Women beneficiaries beslnass
trained (2021-2025)
Adivasi Mahila Nandini Sahakar Swayam Shakti
Sashaktikaran Yojana: Scheme: 2% interest Sahakar Yojana:

Working capital loan to

women SHGs
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Important events from Modern History
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 12

1911 CE “74.817 Indians
lost their life protecting

British dominions”

Imperial Strategic Reserve

Britishers :
“Let's shift the Capital to Delhi”

Allied v. Central Powers

Edwin Lutyens &
Herbert Baker

1931: Lord Irwin

1921: Duke of

Name of 13,313
soldiers

1211 CE

Assasination of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand

28th July, 1914

° By BK Biswas & Rash Behari Bose

An illustration of the assassination

attempt on Lord Charles Hardinge

A
India’s contribution in WW1
Subjugation of @

Swadeshi i
Context of News : Movement &
transfer of
E Capital to Delhi
B
0 Nearly 10,000 Punjabi Soldiers
who sacrificed their life in Dilution o
World War 1 have been added .
to the casualty records for :
FIRST time
Impact on

0.5 Million Punjabi soldiers India
fought the gruelling
Mesopotamia Campaign
(1914-1918) battling the p [dianleade
Ottoman Turks to capture supported
strategic Oil fields of Iraq war Lessimportof | C

recruitment British Goods :

efforts in Revival of
expectations Indian
of Industries
conciliations
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Important events from Modern History

Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 12

Test Your Knowledge (TYK) :

14. With reference to the British colonial
rule in India, consider the following
statements :

1. Mahatma Gandhi was instrumental
in the abolition of the system of
S$ndentured labour’.

2. In Lord Chelmsford’s ‘War
Conference’, Mahatma Gandhi did
not support the resolution on
recruiting Indians for World War.

3. Consequent upon the breaking of
Salt Law by Indian people, the
Indian National Congress was
declared illegal by the colonial
rulers.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

{a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

{c) 2 and 3 only

2
\ J

Th,

Which one of the following best describes the

\V/ Crowding Out Effect’ in the context of fiscal
policy ?

(a%

W

A situation where private investment
increases due to increased Government
spending

A situation where Government
borrowing leads to higher interest rates,
Which reduces private investment

A situation where an increase in taxes

leads ! .
ads to increased private sector
nvestment

ﬁSituation where Government spending
45 no impact on aggregate demand

(d 1,2 and 3
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Indian Economy & Issues
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No :

How to increase -
Uranium Output? Recommendations
0  Strict regulation by DoAE
* MINING ROADMAP 0 UCIL operates mines in
Context of News : Andhra Pradesh &
THERECOMMENDATIONby a MDO . — Jharkhand
: . Participation ;
Parliamentary Committee comes 0 Sends to National Fuel
atatime when the country seeks complex (NFC) for fuel
Parllamentary to expand its civil nuclear power fabrication
capacity from the current 8.7 GWe
commiuee to 100 GWe by 2047
recommended that O SHANTI Act 2025: 100 GW
Centre shall ensure URANIUM CORPORATION of Nuclear Power capacity by
o India Ltd (UCIL) alone has the . 2047 :
Partic’Pat’on Of M’ne mandate tomine and process Requ”’ement 0 PHWR's requtre_ 5400 .
Deve’opers cum uranium ore in the country z :onnes of Uranium Oxide
or 25 GW
operators (MDO) in |V Y- _I 0 only 30% is mined
Uranium Mining ator (MDO)is a contractor O  Enriched Uranium used in

engaged by the mine lease LWR: Entirely imported
holder, typically agovernment or
public-sector entity, to develop
and operate the mine and under-
take mining activities on its behalf

How to increase
Uranium Output?

Thorium Reserves in India

Fissile Nuclear Fuel Fertile Nuclear Fuel
— “Placer deposits” Rl e

.. Monazite Ore :
Fissile isotopes can be Needs to be converted along streams, Rare Earth
directly used as fuel into fissile fuel BVers, beaches Phosphate

e mineral
U- 233,235 & Pu - 239 U-238&Th-232
. Naturally in
Jharkhand e Jaduguda (Singhbhum) coastal districts: Coasts of Kerala,
e Narwapahar Tirunelveli, TN, Odisha &

e Turamdih & Bagjata Thoothukudi & Andhra Pradesh
Kanyakumari

Andhra e Tummalapalle
Pradesh e Lambapur - Peddagattu

Indian Rare Earth Limited
Telangana * Lambapur (IREL) under DoAE : ONLY

* Peddagattu authority to mine & produce

Monazite in India

Rajasthan e Rohil Mine in Sikar district

Meghalaya e Domiasiat
e Wakhyn
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mmmmmmwsmeRs
————-—

Fuel: Natural Uranium (7 kg of U- 235 & 993 kg of U- 238)

e Nuclear fission reaction
e Heavy Water (Dzol : Used as both moderator & coolant

e 22 Nuclear reactors works upon PHWR

e U-238 absorbs Neutron : Transforms into Pu- 239 (spent fuel)

OPERATIONAL NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN INDIA

>z

RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan Atomic
Power Station

Narora Atomic
Power Station
UTTAR

PRADESH

Kakrapar Atomic
Power Station

Tarapur Atomic 18
Power Station

Kaiga
Generating Station

Madras Atomic
Power Station

' A Nuclear Power Plants ’

R I~
Kudankulam Nuclear

Map not to Scale Power Plant

—
Copyright © 2020 www.mapsofindia.com
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Important Acts & Policies of the Government
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 1

Statutory body under
ANRF Act 2023

Context of News :

250,000 crore for 2023-2028:
72% funding from Private sector

“Emphasising a massive national

pivot toward advanced research,

PM said that the Prime Minister’s
Research Fellowship and the

—> | Board (SERB) subsumed under ANRF
establishment of the Anusandhan
National Research Foundation,

are backed by a funding farges of \ Fund academic research : Industry
up to Z1lakh crore l - Academia - Govt (IAG) linkages

Science & Engineering Research

Specific research grants to
Individuals & State Universities

. Industry is becoming
]

!nd'a s R&D a major driver of

investment has India’s R&D

nearly dOUbled )\ Share of GERD contributed by

in three years @ Business Enterprises

@ Gross Expenditure on
Research and Development
1.21
1.
o lakh crore
4903 /O contributed in

2023-24

30 +92%
25 32.45

lakh crore

Business
Enterprises

Nearly half of

i India’s R&D
@ expenditure now
comes from

industry.

% Lakh Crore

%1.27

lakh crore

2020-21 2023-24
Research & Development Statistics 2025-26
KEY TAKEAWAY Department of Science & Technology (DST)
/[‘] GERD increased from
ool %1.27 lakh crore to ¥2.45 lakh crore

in just three years.

3 Research & Development Statistics 2025-26
& Department of Science & Technology (DST)
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CSYLLABUS: Prelims: Important Acts & Policies of the Government >
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 1

India has made
significant progress—
but there is still
room to grow

R&D Intensity (GERD as % of GDP) The Road to 1% of GDP
= ) Latest Available

< [ndia I 0.84% % Competitive

research funding

@ o EE— s

Stronger
B ooy I ;i universities
& [ s
S 3.45% Ity
academia
*@* South 4.94% partnerships
Korea

0 1 2 3 4 5 6
Global
R&D Intensity (% of GDP) - " .
innovation

e: UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS)
Latest available data

1% of GDP invested in R&D
@ is now within reach—

but sustained commitment will determine
how quickly India gets there.
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Urban Cooperative
Banks (UCBs)

l Salient features of UCBs? _

Context of News :

Primary cooperative banks
serving urban & while all other UCBs
semi- urban areas require 25 crore

Registered under cooperative

societies under State or Central Act Minimum CRAR is 9% for
Tier 1UCBs and 12% for Tier
2-4 UCBs
Members have a dual role as Corp lion Lim
owners and users/borrowers (NI >) for technological
Prioritise 75% of Priority support & increasing the

confidence of depositors

RBI banking licence under the Sector Lending (PSL)
Banking Regulation Act, 1949 |
Covered by the Deposit Insurance

and Credit Guarantee Corporation
(pbicGc) framework

Operating in a single district require
minimum net worth of Z2 crore
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Ql. With reference to the impact of World War lon
India, consider the following statements:

1. Reduced imports of British goods led to the
revival of Indian industries.

2. Indian political leaders supported war
recruitment efforts in expectation of political
concessions.

3. NoIndian soldier participated in Mesopotamia
Campaign against the Ottoman Turks.

How many of the statements given above is/are
correct?
a) Only One

b)  Only Two

c) AllThree

d) None
Answer: b

Q2. Match the following Uranium Mines with their
Locations:

State

Uranium Mines

1. Jharkhand A. Narwapahar, Turamdih

2. Andhra Pradesh  |B. Tummalapalle

3. Meghalaya C. Domiasiat, Wakhyn

Select the correct answer using the codes given
below.

a) 1-A; 2-B; 3-C

b) 1-B;2-A;3-C

c) 1-C;2-B;3-A

d) 1-B;2-C;3-A
Answer: a

Q3. With reference to the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF), consider the following
statements:

1. Itis a statutory body established under the
ANRF Act, 2023.

2. Itaims to strengthen
Industry—Academia—Government linkages for
research.

3. 100% of its funding will be from the Central
Government.

4. The Science and Engineering Research Board
(SERB) has been subsumed under it.

How many of the statements given above
is/are correct?
a) OnlyOne

b)  Only Two

c) Only Three

d) AllFour
Answer:c

Q4. With reference to Urban Cooperative
Banks in India, consider the following
statements:
1. They are primary cooperative banks
serving urban and semi-urban areas.
2.  UCBs operating in a single district
require a minimum net worth of 25
crore.
3. Minimum Capital to Risk (Weighted)
Assets Ratio (CRAR) is 9% for Tier 1
UCBs.
Which of the above given statements is/are
correct?
a) lonly
b) 2and3only
c) Tland3only
d) 2only
Answer: c

Q5. With reference to the Viksit Bharat -
Guarantee for Rozgar & Aajeevika Mission
(VB - GRAM G), consider the following
statements:

1. It guarantees at least 125 days of
wage employment in a financial year
to every rural household.

2. If employment is not provided within
15 days, an unemployment allowance
must be paid.

3. State Governments share
administrative costs & compensation
for delays in wage payments.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?
a) land2only
b) 1and3only
c) 2and3only
d) 1,2and3
Answer:d
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