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18th BRICS Summit — 2026

● Host Country: India
● Venue: Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi
● Dates: 12–13 September 2026
● BRICS Chairship:

○ India assumed the chair on 1 Jan 2026
● 4th Indian Chairship

○ Previous: 2012, 2016, 2021
● Theme:

○ “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability”
● Current Members: 

○ 11 countries
○ Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, 
○ Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia

● The expanded BRICS represents roughly:
○ 49.5% of global population
○ 40% of global GDP
○ 26% of global trade
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What is the overall significance for India?

① Diplomatic Gain
● India → Voice of Global South

② Strategic Gain
● BRICS → Support for India's UNSC aspirations + 

counter-terrorism
③ Economic Gain
● Local currencies + NDB + GVCs + MSMEs

④ Technological Gain
● AI + DPI + Industry 4.0 + digital cooperation

⑤ Developmental Gain
● Health + agriculture + climate resilience + energy security
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Way Forward for India & BRICS

● Keep BRICS Development-Oriented
○ Focus on Infrastructure
○ Health
○ Food security
○ Energy
○ Climate finance
○ Digital economy

● Strengthen Payment Connectivity
○ Develop cross-border payment 

interoperability
○ Local currency settlement
○ Digital payment cooperation
○ Without rushing into a common 

currency.
● Push Global Governance Reform

○ UNSC reform
○ IMF/World Bank reform
○ Greater Global South 

representation

● Maintain Strategic Autonomy
● India should ensure BRICS 

complements rather than replaces 
its relationships with:
○ USA
○ EU
○ Japan
○ Australia
○ Gulf countries

● Institutionalise 
Counter-Terrorism Cooperation
○ Intelligence sharing
○ Terror financing monitoring
○ Action against safe havens
○ Stronger international legal 

mechanisms

Ques. “India’s role in BRICS reflects its strategy of strategic autonomy and 
multi-alignment rather than bloc politics.” Discuss.

(15 Marks, 250 words)

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
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What is Saudi Arabia’s East-West Oil Pipeline?

● The East-West Pipeline, also 
known as Petroline, is a major 
Saudi crude-oil 
transportation system.

● Key features
○ Length: ~1,200 km
○ Route: Abqaiq 

oil-processing centre → 
Yanbu on the Red Sea

● Operator: Saudi Aramco
● Why was it built?

○ Alternative to shipping 
oil through the Strait of 
Hormuz.

○ It is therefore a 
Hormuz-bypass route.

Why Does This Matter for India?

● India is one of the world's largest 
crude-oil consumers.
○ Highly dependent on imports.

● Recent figures:
○ August: Saudi Arabia supplied 

~7.2% of India's total oil 
imports

● During April–July, Saudi Arabia 
accounted for roughly 7–8% of 
India's crude imports.

● India therefore remains exposed to 
disruptions in the Gulf
○ Even though its crude sources 

are diversified.



India’s Response: Diversification & 
Strategic Reserves

● Diversification of Suppliers
○ India has expanded sourcing 

from:
○ Russia
○ Iraq
○ Saudi Arabia
○ UAE
○ USA
○ African producers
○ Latin American producers

CONTEXT: Saudi Arabia has temporarily shut its East-West oil pipeline (Petroline) 
following attacks on critical oil infrastructure, highlighting the vulnerability of alternative 
oil routes in West Asia.
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● Strategic Petroleum Reserves 
(SPR)
○ Visakhapatnam
○ Mangaluru
○ Padur

● Domestic Energy Transition
○ Solar
○ Wind
○ Nuclear
○ Hydropower
○ Biofuels
○ EVs
○ Green hydrogen
○ 📌 Eg: India's push for 

ethanol blending.
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Ques. How do geopolitical conflicts and maritime chokepoints in West Asia 
affect India’s energy security? Suggest measures to reduce India’s 
vulnerability.

(10 marks, 150 words)

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION
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Mains Value Addition

● High GDP ≠ Development (Better living standards)
● Jobless growth: 

○ Growth–employment disconnect: 15–29 
age group unemployment → 16.2%.

○ Graduate unemployment: 29–34-year-old 
graduates → 40–45%.

● Real wage stress: 
○ Real wages declined among casual workers 

(-5.5%), 
○ Growth remained weak for salaried (1.7%)
○ Self-employed (3.3%).

● Private investment challenge: 
○ GFCF is around 33.5% of GDP,
○ But private corporate investment remains 

around 12%.
● Manufacturing paradox: 

○ Manufacturing's share in nominal GVA has 
remained around 24–26%

○ Despite schemes such as PLI, Make in India 
and ASPIRE.

● External vulnerability: 
○ Merchandise trade deficit with China 

reached $44 billion in April–July.
● Forex paradox: 

○ Forex reserves touched $740 billion
○ Yet the rupee depreciated nearly 5% 

against the USD since January 2026.
● Key lesson: 

○ Growth needs to translate into jobs, wages, 
productivity and public goods.
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National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR)

● Established: March 2007.
● Statutory body

○ Under the Commissions for 
Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005.

● Ministry of Women and Child Development.
● Composition:

○ Chairperson + 6 Members.
○ At least 2 members must be women.

● Major Functions:
○ Examine & Inquire into violations of 

child rights.
○ Review laws and policies.
○ Inspect juvenile custodial institutions.
○ Promote awareness on child rights.
○ Take suo motu notice of matters 

concerning child rights.
● Children's Rights:

○ Right to education.
○ Protection from exploitation, abuse 

and violence.
○ Right to development and dignity.

● Powers:
○ Has powers of a civil court.

● Important Laws:
○ Right to Education Act, 2009
○ POCSO Act, 2012
○ Juvenile Justice Act, 2015
○ Child Labour laws

● Important Distinction:
○ NCPCR → Child rights
○ NHRC → Human rights
○ NCW → Women's rights
○ NCSC → Scheduled Castes
○ NCST → Scheduled Tribes

Exam Traps

● NCPCR is a constitutional 

body → WRONG

● NCPCR is under the Ministry of 

Home Affairs → WRONG

● NCPCR was established 

under the POCSO Act, 2012 → 

WRONG

● NCPCR considers only 

persons below 14 years as 

children → WRONG

● NCPCR has no power to 

inquire into violations of child 

rights → WRONG
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Exam Traps

● Every public company is listed on a stock 

exchange → WRONG

● A private company can invite the general public 

to subscribe to its shares → WRONG

● A public company must have at least 2 

directors → WRONG

● Public company and listed company mean the 

same thing → WRONG
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PM SHRI Scheme

● Launched in 2022.
● Ministry: Ministry of Education.
● School Levels:

○ Covers primary, upper-primary, secondary and senior-secondary schools.
● Selection:

○ Schools selected through a Challenge Method.
○ The assessment covers learning outcomes, green initiatives, pedagogy, 

vocational education, and infrastructure.
● Funding:

○ Centrally Sponsored Scheme.
○ Centre provides financial support; States/UTs share the cost as per 

prescribed norms.
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PM SHRI Scheme

● Key Features:
○ Modern infrastructure.
○ Smart classrooms and ICT facilities.
○ Skill education.
○ Experiential and competency-based learning.
○ Green and sustainable schools.

● Green Schools:
○ Focus on solar panels, LED lighting, water conservation, waste 

management and nutrition gardens.
● Monitoring:

○ Schools are monitored through School Quality Assessment 
Framework (SQAF).

Exam Traps

● PM SHRI is a scheme of the Ministry of Rural Development → 

WRONG

● PM SHRI aims to establish entirely new schools → WRONG

● PM SHRI is a Central Sector Scheme → WRONG

● PM SHRI covers only secondary and senior-secondary schools → 

WRONG
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Baiga Tribe

● Mainly found in MP, CH, JH, BH, OR and UP.
● Concentrated in the Central Indian region.

○ Proto-Australoid racial and ethnic 
group.

● Recognised as a Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Group (PVTG):
○ Pre-agricultural technology
○ Stagnant or declining population
○ Extremely low literacy
○ Subsistence economy

● Language:
○ Speak Baigani.
○ Regional languages such as Hindi 

and Chhattisgarhi.
● Traditional Livelihood:

○ Shifting cultivation (slash-and-burn)
○ Known as Bewar cultivation.
○ Forest produce

● Strong dependence on forests
○ Collect MFP, medicinal plants, fruits 

and edible roots.
● Traditional Knowledge:

○ Known for extensive knowledge of 
medicinal plants.

○ Traditional healers are known as 
Baiga vaidya.

● Culture:
○ Known for distinctive tattooing 

traditions.
○ Associated with identity, age and 

social status.
● Religion:

○ Traditional beliefs are closely 
associated with nature, forests and 
ancestral spirits.

Exam Traps

● Baiga tribe is mainly found in 

Northeast India → WRONG

● Baiga tribe is not classified as 

a PVTG → WRONG

● Bewar is a form of permanent 

settled cultivation → WRONG

● Baiga tribe is found only in 

Madhya Pradesh → WRONG



Q1. With reference to the National Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights, consider the following 
statements:

1. It was established in 2007 as a statutory body.
2. It comprises of a Chairperson and six 

members, with at least two women.
3. It has the powers of a civil court for discharging 

its functions.
4. It functions under the administrative control of 

the Ministry of Home Affairs.
How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) Only Three
d) All Four

Answer: c

Q2. With reference to public and private companies, 
consider the following statements:

1. Every public company is listed on a stock 
exchange.

2. A private company can invite the general 
public to subscribe to its shares.

3. A public company must have at least two 
directors.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: d

Q3. With reference to the PM SHRI (PM Schools for 
Rising India) Scheme, consider the following 
statements:

1. PM SHRI is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme 
aimed at transforming school education by 
developing over 14,500 model schools across 
the country.

2. The scheme covers only schools run by State 
Governments and excludes Kendriya 
Vidyalayas and Navodaya Vidyalayas.

3. PM SHRI schools emphasise green 
infrastructure, smart classrooms, and 
experiential learning.

How many of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) Only One
b) Only Two
c) All Three
d) None

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to BRICS, consider the 
following statements:

1. India assumed its fourth BRICS 
Chairship in 2026.

2. The New Development Bank is 
headquartered in Beijing, China.

3. BRICS is a formal military alliance with 
a mutual defence commitment 
among its members.

Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 2 only
d) 1 and 2 only

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to the Baiga 
community, consider the following 
statements:

1. The Baiga tribe is primarily found in 
North-east India.

2. The Baiga are classified among the 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PVTGs).

3. Their traditional livelihood practice 
includes shifting (slash-and-burn) 
cultivation known locally as Bewar.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: b
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