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🔹 Parliament’s Response → 2023 
Act

● Passed new law replacing SC 
formula with PM + LoP + Union 
Minister.

● Reduced judiciary’s role → restored 
executive dominance.

CONTEXT: What does the law require of a multi-member Election Commission, and what 
happens if there is disagreement about whether those requirements were followed?

Integrity of the Election 
Commission
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🔹 Pre-2023 Situation

● Appointments by: President → on advice of Union 
Council of Ministers (PM-led).

● No statutory law regulating the process.

🔹 Anoop Baranwal Case, 2023 (SC)

● Held: “Free & fair elections” = basic structure of 
Constitution.

● Ordered: Until Parliament enacts a law, 
appointments must be made by a panel of 3:
 ✅ Prime Minister
 ✅ Leader of Opposition (LoP) in Lok Sabha
 ✅ Chief Justice of India (CJI)

👉 Introduced a judicial check on executive dominance.

📜 Appointment of CEC — controversy
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Selection Committee 🏛
● PM (Chairperson)
● LoP in Lok Sabha
● Union Cabinet Minister (nominated by PM)

Search Committee 🔍
● Chaired by Law Minister + 2 Secretaries
● Shortlists 5 names → Selection Committee 

free to consider others also.
Eligibility 🎓

● Must have served as Secretary-level officer 
in Government of India.

● Integrity + election management 
experience.

⚖ The Chief Election Commissioner & Other Election Commissioners Act, 2023

Tenure & Service ⏳
● 6 years or till 65 years, whichever earlier.
● Salary = Supreme Court Judge.
● No reappointment (CEC/EC).
● If EC becomes CEC → total tenure max 6 

years.
Resignation & Removal ❌

● CEC → same as SC Judge (via 
impeachment).

● EC → removable only on CEC’s 
recommendation.

● Both can resign to President.

Constitutional Provisions

● Article 324(5): CEC removable only 

like a Supreme Court Judge 

(proven misbehavior/ incapacity).

● Article 124(4): Requires 

impeachment via Parliament.

⚖Removal Process

Key Differences: CEC vs. ECs

CEC Impeachment like SC Judge 
(Parliament approval).

ECs Removed only on CEC’s 
recommendation.
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When a technical issue becomes a constitutional issue

Goa episode: 97 
voters were found 

eligible by the 
relevant EROs

According to the Indian 
Express report, 2 ECs 

objected repeatedly to 
decisions involving:

1. Form 6

2. Centralisation

3. West Bengal and 

appeals

4. T.N. Seshan v Union 

of India (1995)

5.

📌 Mains Keyword — Algorithmic 
Governance = ECINET + ERONet

The benefit: speed + scale + consistency.

The risk: cybersecurity + opacity + bias/errors + 
difficulty of appeal + unclear accountability. 
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Reforms & safeguards
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Mains Practise Question

The Election Commission's independence depends not merely on its 
constitutional status but also on its internal decision-making processes 
and administrative autonomy. Discuss.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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The Famous 3 Cases

S.P. Gupta v. Union of 
India (1981)

“consultation” in 
Articles 124 and 217 = not 
meaning concurrence.
Consultation ≠ veto by 
judiciary
↓
Executive primacy

Supreme Court 
Advocates-on-Record 

Association v. Union of India 
(1993)

9 -judge Constitution Bench
This transformed the 
meaning of “consultation”.
Opinion of the CJI = 
“institutionally formed 
opinion after consultation 
with senior judges”
↓
Judicial primacy

Third Judges Case, 1998

“But who exactly is “the 
judiciary”?”
Presidential Reference 
under Article 143 = 
working of the Collegium
SC judge = CJI + 4 SC 
senior- most puisne 
judges
HC judge = 2 
senior-most puisne 
judges + High 
Court-level process



CONTEXT: How should India design judicial appointments so that judges are independent, 
appointments are credible, and the process remains accountable?

SC’s latest remarks on 
Collegium System

The 
Analyst 
Handout

24th September 2026



CONTEXT: How should India design judicial appointments so that judges are independent, 
appointments are credible, and the process remains accountable?

SC’s latest remarks on 
Collegium System

The 
Analyst 
Handout

24th September 2026



CONTEXT: How should India design judicial appointments so that judges are independent, 
appointments are credible, and the process remains accountable?

SC’s latest remarks on 
Collegium System

The 
Analyst 
Handout

24th September 2026

Mains Practise Question

“The debate over judicial appointments in India is fundamentally a 
search for an equilibrium between judicial independence and 
democratic accountability.” Discuss with reference to the Collegium 
and NJAC.
(15 Marks, 250 words)
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Gestational 
Period

Permission Required 
From

Conditions / Grounds

0 to 20 Weeks 1 Registered Medical 
Practitioner 

• Risk to life/mental/physical health of the woman.
• Substantial risk that the child would be born with serious 
abnormalities.
• Failure of Contraception (Now applies to any woman, 
married or unmarried).

20 to 24 Weeks 2 Registered Medical 
Practitioners

Only for "Special Categories" of women (defined in Rules):
• Survivors of rape/incest.
• Minors.
• Change in marital status (Widowhood/Divorce).
• Women with disabilities.
• Emergencies/Disasters.

Beyond 24 Weeks State Medical Board Only for Substantial Fetal Abnormalities diagnosed by 
the Board. (No upper time limit here).

Crime to reveal identity of woman (jail)



MODERN FTAs:

● goods
● services
● investment
● intellectual 

property
● customs 

procedures
● government 

procurement
● digital trade
● standards
● movement of 

professionals
● environmental 

commitments
● labour 

standards
● dispute 

settlement

SYLLABUS: Prelims: 󰏝󰎾 India–European Union FTA
󰏝󰐜 India–New Zealand FTA
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 1, 6

Free Trade Agreements: 
India with EU + NZ
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Levels of economic integration 🌐

A Free Trade Agreement is a treaty between two or more countries 

to reduce or completely eliminate barriers to trade.
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India-EU FTA: 🟢 Tariff Liberalisation
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Other details of the deal

Services & 
Investment

Services Liberalisation

EU gets better access to:

🏦 Financial services
🚢 Maritime services
󰳕 IT-enabled services
📊 Business & professional 
services

India benefits in:

● IT & telecom
● Transport services
● Skilled mobility

CBAM

● Indian exporters NOT 
exempted from EU’s 
CBAM (carbon tax)

● Affects:
a. Steel
b. Aluminium
c. Cement
d. Fertilisers

● EU gave assurances 
of flexibility, but no 
blanket waiver

What is EXCLUDED?
🚫 Sensitive sectors excluded to 
protect farmers & food security:

❌ Dairy
❌ Beef
❌ Sugar
❌ Rice
❌ Soya
➡ Protects India’s agriculture & rural 
livelihoods
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🤝 The India-New Zealand FTA

What India Gains

100% Duty-Free Market Access 🏭
● textiles, apparel, leather, 

ceramics, carpets, and 
automobiles/auto components

Binding FDI 💰
● $20 billion in India over 15 yrs

Mobility for Professionals and 
Students🎓

● Students: 20 hours per week while 
studying

● Skilled Professionals: 5,000 visas
● Cultural Professions: Specific visas 

for Yoga instructors, Indian chefs, 
and Traditional Medicine

Protection

Dairy
Agriculture & Others

70.03% of tariff lines
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Drought grows like a domino effect over time

Trigger: Meteorological D

NEXT: Ground Impact
Hydrologic

Agricultural
Socio-economic

Final Danger = Ecological D
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Places in news
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 3
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : World

Siang Upper Multipurpose Project

@Geku village

Geopolitical "water tap."

Indian Shield: SUMP Blueprint

How the World Manages 
Transboundary Rivers?

1. Mekong River
2. Columbia River Treaty (1964)

3. Rhine River (ICPR)



Places in news: 1. Siang Dam 
2. Naoero

The 
Analyst 
Handout

24th September 2026
SYLLABUS: Prelims: Places in news
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 3
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : World

Naoero, reclaiming ancestral name
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SYLLABUS: Prelims: Important terms in news
Newspaper : The Hindu, Page No : 13
Newspaper : The Indian Express, Page No : 13

What is Purchasing Managers’ Index?

🧭 Sept 2026 PMI:

57.0 → Shows continued growth, but @ slower pace

Still above long-term average of 54.1

📊 PMI in Brief: What Does It Indicate?



Q1. Consider the following statements regarding 
the Collegium system in India:

1. The Collegium system for appointment of 
judges is explicitly provided in the 
Constitution of India.

2. In the transfer of High Court judges, the 
Collegium includes the Chief Justices of both 
the transferor and transferee High Courts.

3. The Union Government can seek clarifications 
and return recommendations of the 
Collegium for reconsideration.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one 
b) Only two
c) All three 
d) None

Answer: b

Q2. With reference to regional economic 
integration, consider the following statements:

1. Economic Union allows for the free movement 
of labour and capital across member 
countries.

2. Common Market implies common fiscal and 
monetary coordination among member 
states.

3. Customs Union requires internal free trade 
between members plus a common external 
tariff.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 3 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 2 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to the course of the Siang River, 
consider the following statements:

1. The Siang originates near Mount Kailash in 
Tibet as the Yarlung Tsangpo and flows 
eastward for over 1,000 km.

2. It forms a horseshoe bend around Namcha 
Barwa before entering Arunachal Pradesh.

3. In Assam, the Siang merges with the Dibang 
and the Lohit to become the Brahmaputra.

Which of the statements given above are 
correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: d

Q4. With reference to Naoero, consider the 
following statements:

1. Naoero is an island country located in 
the southwestern part of the Pacific 
Ocean.

2. It consists of a raised coral island 
situated in southeastern Micronesia, 
north of the Equator.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: a

Q5. With reference to the Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI), consider the 
following statements:

1. It is an economic indicator based on 
monthly surveys of purchasing 
managers, reflecting business activity 
at the input stage.

2. A PMI value above 50 indicates 
expansion in economic activity, while a 
value below 50 indicates contraction.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Answer: c
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