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Chapter 5 : Affirmative action 
taken by GOI :

ESA under Section 3 of EPA 1986 

Banned Activities Regulated Activities

● Commercial Mining 
& Quarrying

● Commercial use of 
Timber

● Polluting Industries
● Major Hydroelectric 

Projects & TPPs
● Discharge of Solid 

wastes 
● Construction of 

buildings beyond 
20,000 square 
metres

● Felling of Trees
● Establishment of 

Recreational 
Infrastructure 

● Commercial use of 
Natural water

● Underground 
cables

● “Drastic” change in 
cropping patterns 

Forest & Tree Cover

● Total F & T Cover : 
25.17% 

● NFP 1988 : 33% of area 
under Forest Cover 

● Increase in Forest 
Cover : 156. 4 Km2 

Largest decrease in Forest 
Cover 

● Madhya Pradesh
● Karnataka
● Ladakh 
● Nagaland 
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Question :  What do you understand by the term Ecologically 
Sensitive areas? Illustrate the need of application of Ecologically 
Sensitive areas in the Western Ghats.
(10 Marks, 150 words)
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Mains Heading 2 : “Invisible Barriers : 
Discrimination faced by Transgenders”
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Mains Heading 3 : AFFIRMATIVE ACTIONS
Taken by Institutions : 

❏ Universal Enjoyment of Human Rights
❏ Right to Equality & Non - Discrimination 
❏ Right to “Recognition Before Law” 

UN Yogyakarta 
Principle 2006

❏ Central Sector Scheme
❏ Ministry of Social Justice 
❏ Skill Development and 

Employment, scholarships & 
Medical Health

NALSA v. UOI 2014 

❏ Recognition of “3rd Gender” apart 
from Binary categories

❏ Right to determine their “Own 
identity” 

❏ Treat them as Socially & Educationally 
Backward Class (SEBC) 

Other Initiatives 

❏ Garima Greh Centres & Insurance 
coverage under Ayushman Bharat 

❏ Transgender Protection Cells : Monitor 
cases of offences

❏ National Portal Integration 
❏ Karnataka ; 1% Horizontal reservation in 

Civil Services 
❏ Election Commission : “Other” option in 

Voter forms

SMILE Scheme (2022)
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Mains Practise Question

Question : Right to privacy relating to 
self-identity is very dear to every human 
being and well protected under Article 21 
of the Constitution. In this context, 
examine the effect of the amendment in 
2026, to the Transgender Persons 
(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019.
(150 words, 10 marks) 
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“Trial by Social Media” & “Kangaroo courts” which emerged against the IIT - 
Bombay professor against the backdrop of Student suicide has brought issue of 

Social Media ethics into forefront 

Context of News :

What is Social Media Ethics?

Kaushal Kishor v. 
State of Uttar 

Pradesh (2023)

Internet & social-media platforms have enormously increased the 
speed and reach of speech while also making communication 
susceptible to misuse

Shreya Singhal v. 
Union of India (2015)

Responsible exercise of freedom of expression on digital platforms 
in a manner that respects truth, dignity, privacy, public order & 
rights of others, while avoiding misuse of the enormous reach

Alone Together by 
Sherry Turkle

Aim to create balance between connectivity & freedom of 
expression with truthfulness, privacy & moral responsibility

Section 79 of 
 IT & Digital Media 
Ethics Rules 2021

Responsible use & governance of social media platforms through 
concepts of accountability, grievance redressal and compliance 
with laws
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Core Value of 
Social Media 

Ethics

Application of
Core Value Real Life examples 

Truthfulness 
Content shall be factually 

correct & Information spread 
shall be verified

WHO developed mechanisms to 
identify and counter harmful 

misinformation during Pandemic

Transparency & 
Disclosure by Social 

Media Platforms

Users shall be able to 
distinguish facts, official 
information, uncertainty 
& institutional positions

Absence leads to Astroturfing : 
Deliberate creation of an artificial 

narrative by using fake, anonymous 
or coordinated accounts 

Accountability
Mechanisms through which 

harmful content or violations 
can be reported and 

remedied

IT Rules 2021 : Victims of abuse at 
social media platforms shall have a 

forum for redressal of their 
grievances

Responsiveness & 
Citizen Engagement

Social media should not be 
merely a broadcasting 

channel rather institutions 
should listen, respond & use 

citizen feedback

Cyber Jaagrookta Diwas by 
inistry of Home Affairs
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● Private sector = 6 
out of 12 atomic 
minerals

● Prospective stage 
exploration : Allow 
drilling & 
subsurface 
excavation 

● National Mineral 
Exploration Trust 
(NMET) : Funding 
G4-G1 explorations 

● Under Single 
License : Explore 
area upto 1000 km2

● Mine Owners : Sell 
50% of annual 
mineral including 
coal in open 
market 

Mines & Minerals Act 
2023:
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Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI)

Foreign Portfolio 
Investment (FPI)

Direct ownership of a 
business or assets

Purchase of financial 
assets

Investor seeks significant 
control over the company 

or asset

Investor has little or no 
control over the company 

or asset

Typically long-term (years 
to decades)

Typically shorter-term 
(months to years)

Generally considered 
higher risk due to 

involvement in the local 
economy

Generally considered lower 
risk as investments are 

spread across companies 
and countries

Can create jobs, transfer 
technology, and boost 

economic growth

Can provide capital for 
companies and contribute 

to market liquidity



Q1. With reference to APEC, consider the following 
statements:

1. APEC is a voluntary, non-binding, 
consensus-based forum and not a formal 
treaty organisation.

2. ASEAN, PECC and the Pacific Island Forum 
Secretariat are official observers of APEC.

3. India is a member of APEC.
4. Membership admission requires the 

unanimous consent of all existing members.
How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All Four

Answer: c

Q2. With reference to ASEAN, consider the following 
statements:

1. The first ASEAN Summit was held in 1967 at 
Jakarta.

2. ASEAN’s headquarters is located in Bali, 
Indonesia.

3. ASEAN’s objectives include adherence to the 
UN Charter, promotion of regional cooperation 
and economic development.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Answer: a

Q3. With reference to the Mines & Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) Amendment (2026), 
consider the following statements:

1. States are prohibited from imposing any tax or 
cess on mineral rights or mineral-bearing land.

2. The Union Government’s regulatory domain 
has been extended to explicitly cover 
“mineral-bearing land.”

3. Unpaid or unrecovered State levies that arose 
before the commencement of the Amendment 
continue to be valid and enforceable.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Answer: b

Q4. With reference to POCSO, consider the following 
statements:

1. The Act defines “child” as any person below 18 
years of age.

2. Failure to report an offence under POCSO 
attracts penal consequences.

3. A child’s statement may be recorded at the 
child’s residence or a “place of choice.”

4. Medical examination of a child under POCSO 
must be conducted in the presence of a 
parent or a trusted person.

How many of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All Four

Answer: d

Q5. With reference to Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI) and Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI), 
consider the following statements:

1.  FDI involves direct ownership of productive 
assets, while FPI primarily involves investment in 
financial instruments.

2. FPI investors usually seek active participation in 
the management of the enterprise.

3. FDI is often associated with long-term 
commitment to the host economy.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: c
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