No provision in Forest Rights Act to obtain gram sabha consent for

projects: Ministry

The law explicitly states that the Ministry of Tribal Affairs is responsible for
its implementation; Centre’s rules and regulations require that all processes
under the forest Act be completed before the concerned government
authority can issue a certificate diverting the forests formally

Parliamentary panel report on NHPC Limited said the average time for forest clearance of projects is 106
months.

ABHINAY LAKSHMAN
NEW DELHI
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In an official communication to the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC)
Desk of the Power Ministry on August 31, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs said, “There is
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communication to the Power Ministry by saying, “This is bizarre. If such matters are
not under the purview of the Tribal Affairs Ministry, then whose purview is it under?”
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Previously, in cases such as the Nicobar mega-infrastructure project or other
independent cases related to the implementation of the FRA in States like Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka and many others, the Tribal Affairs Ministry has claimed that it
has no role to play and argued that this was because the FRA mandates
implementation of the law to the State or Union Territory governments.



